St Hilda’s By the Sea Anglican Church
O p e n D oo r s ∙ O pe n H ea r t s ∙ O p e n M i nd s

December 18, 2016 † 10:00 am Family Eucharist

Who is Who in our Worship Today
Celebrant: The Rev. Clarence Li
Preacher: The Rev Richard Hergesheimer
Music: Katherine Hume, St. Hilda’s Choir
Readers: Eric Paetkau, Corrinne Newman
Prayers: Bonnie Paetkau
Lay Assistant: Robert Watson
Sacristan: Barbara Carver

Crucifer: Carol Eades
Greeters/Usher: David Moul, Liz Miller
Coffee: Roslyn Mundy
Altar Guild: Muriel Prior, Win Wright
Altar Flowers: Given by Roslyn & Ron Mundy In
loving memory of Jim & Janet Peebles

Worship this Advent:
Welcome to Advent: a season which we are invited to be in touch with our deepest
longings and to anticipate a tenderness from our loving God. We prepare ourselves
to welcome Christ to come among us this season in the midst of our yearnings,
anxiety, and anguish.
People new to the liturgical traditional of the church often notice the stark contrast
between how our popular culture and the worshipping community observe these
weeks leading up to Christmas Day. The joyful music on the radio and in the
stores are replaced by soulful hymns of longing; a cheerful Santa tagged with a
license to indulge and consume is substituted with a rugged John the Baptist in the
wilderness with his winnowing forks giving directions to ’the Way of the Heart.’
Open all your senses when you come to worship this season. Let the flickering
flames of the candles around our Advent Wreath mark the stages of your journey
from anguish to love. Look for Mary and Joseph over the window sill in the sanctuary and follow their journey from Nazareth to the Little Town of Bethlehem.
Allow the introspective tone during worship to invite you to free your heart to
taste the promises of God’s tender love for you.
Joy shall come even to the wilderness,
and the parched land shall then know great gladness
May you take your heart to the wilderness this Advent and find new joy and
tenderness. Peace, joy, and love, Clarence

WHO WE ARE
St. Hilda, situated on the unceded traditional territory of the shíshálh First Nation,
is a member of the Anglican Church of Canada & the worldwide Anglican Communion. As a community, we welcome & celebrate human diversity - including
spirituality, ethnicity, gender, sexual orientation, & abilities. We aim to create a
space where people of any faith or none can question & discover the sacred in life
through openness, struggle, laughter & prayer, lived out through a common commitment to be in solidarity with the poor & marginalized, & to cherish creation.

CHILDREN
Children play a central part when we gather to worship. We welcome them as
they gather for a Children’s Time at the beginning of the service and then send
them off to Sunday School. They return in time for Communion—the Lord’s
supper (grape juice is available for communing). A Quiet Room is available for
parents with babies and toddlers at the back of the Church.

HOLY COMMUNION
ALL are welcome to come forward and receive communion, the divine life of Jesus which comes to us in gifts of bread and wine. Come as you are. Instructions
for those joining this meal for the first time are printed in the bulletin.

ACCESSIBILITY
Parking for people with disabilities is available next to the Meditation Labyrinth.
You are welcome to bring your walker or wheelchair into the sanctuary. If you
have hearing difficulties, please ask one of the greeters for a sound enhancing
headset. There are also large print hymnals available in the entry.
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 The Gathering of Community 
Prelude

Introduction & Welcome Children are invited to gather at Advent Wreath.
Introit Of Eternal Love Begotten ................................ sung by Choir
All rise as able as the Sanctuary party processes in.

♫

89 Processional Hymn ............ O Come, O Come Emmanuel

(vs. 1-4, 7)

Greeting
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People
Celebrant
People

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.
And also with you.
Holy One, as we prepare for the advent of Christ,
Give us your spirit of wisdom.
As we seek to embody your love in the world,
Give us your spirit of good counsel.
As we seek to be faithful,
Give us eyes to see beyond the obvious.

Lighting of the Advent Candles
Leader We have lit three candles—for hope, for peace, and for joy.

Today we light the fourth candle—the candle of love. With this
flame we signify the love of God that surrounds and fills us at
all times, but that we recognize in a special way in the Christmas story. There is no greater power than love. It is stronger
than rulers and empires, stronger than grief or despair, stronger
even than death. We love, because God loves us.
Four candles are lit as the congregation sings:
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The Collect of the Day
Celebrant God of grace,
All Give us the faith of Joseph to see the Spirit’s work
where the world sees only shame.
Help us listen to the promise
and awaken to the cry of life renewed and love reborn.
Prepare our hearts to be transformed by you,
that we may walk in the light of Christ. Amen.
The congregation repeats the Candle Lighting verse as the children depart for
Sunday School.

 The Proclamation of the Word of God 
After each reading, there will be a short time of quiet meditation

First Reading Isaiah 7:10-16 (p. 554) .......................................... Eric Paetkau
Reader
All

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church
Thanks be to God.

Psalm 80:1-7, 16-18 High voices on light | Low Voices on Bold

1
2

3
4

5
6

Hear, O Shepherd of Israel, leading Joseph | like a flock; *
shine forth, you that are enthroned up-|on the cherubim.
In the presence of Ephraim, Benjamin, | and Manasseh, *
stir up your strength and | come to help us.
Restore us, O | God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we | shall be saved.
O Lord | God of hosts, *
how long will you be angered
despite the prayers | of your people?
You have fed them with the | bread of tears; *
you have given them bowls of | tears to drink.
You have made us the derision | of our neighbours, *
and our enemies laugh | us to scorn.
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Restore us, O | God of hosts; *
show the light of your countenance, and we | shall be saved.
16
They burn it with | fire like rubbish; *
at the rebuke of your countenance | let them perish.
17

4

Let your hand be upon the one at your | side in honour, *
the one you have made so strong | for yourself.

18

And so will we never turn a-|way from you; *
give us life, that we may call up-|on your name.

ALL: Glory to God, Source | of all being,*

Eternal Word and | Holy Spirit;
As it was in the begin- | ning is now*
and shall be for e- | ver. Amen.

Second Reading Romans 1:1-7 (p. 913) ........................... Corrinne Newman
Reader
All

♫

Hear what the Spirit is saying to the church.
Thanks be to God.

94 Gradual Hymn........ Wait for the Lord, Whose Day is Near (repeat 3X)
All remain standing as able

The Gospel Matthew 1:18-25 ...........................................................p. 783
Deacon
People
Deacon
People

May God be with you
And also with you
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.
Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.
After reading

Deacon
People

♫

The Gospel of Christ
Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

94 Gradual Hymn........ Wait for the Lord, Whose Day is Near (repeat 3X)
Sermon ................................................................ The Rev Richard Hergesheimer
After the reflection, remain seated for a short quiet meditation.

Affirmation of Faith
All rise as able
Celebrant We are called to proclaim the truth and let us believe:

People
Celebrant

People

Celebrant

It is not true that this world and its people
are doomed to die and to be lost.
This is true:
I have come that they may have life in all its abundance.
It is not true that we must accept
inhumanity and discrimination,
hunger and poverty, death and destruction.
This is true:
The deaf hear, the dead are raised to life,
the poor are hearing the good news.
It is not true that violence and hatred should have the last word
and that war and destruction have come to stay forever.

cont’d over→
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People This is true:

Celebrant
People

Celebrant
People

Death shall be no more, neither shall there be mourning
nor crying nor pain any more.
It is not true that we are simply victims
of the powers of evil who seek to rule the world.
This is true:
The Lord whom we seek will suddenly come to the temple;
and the Lord is like a refining fire.
It is not true that our dreams of liberation, of human dignity,
are not meant for this earth and for this history.
This is true:
It is already time for us to wake from sleep.
For the night is far gone, the day is at hand.

The Prayers of the People
Please stand, sit or kneel according to your praying custom. Names upheld in the
prayers can be found on the Parish List on the back page. You are also welcome
to name your loved one(s) aloud or silently in your heart.
Call:
Oh holy child of Bethlehem
Response: Hear our prayer.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant We are human.
People We strive to love, but we often fail.

Jesus, we confess that we do not always answer
when you call us to bear your light in the world.
Although we long for love,
too often we fail to accept it or to offer it.
Help us let go of our failings.
Renew our hearts.
Fill us anew with your love. Amen.
Celebrant God says to you, ― I love you for your own sake.

People

The Peace
Celebrant
People

Know that you are loved and forgiven.
Jesus invites you to pick up your lives anew
And walk in love.
Amen.
(Please stand as able as we share the peace of the Lord)

The peace of the Lord be always with you.
And also with you.
We pass the peace of Christ to each other with the words,
“The Peace of Christ be with you.”
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 The Holy Communion 
The Offertory
During the hymn, the bread and wine for the Lord’s Supper are presented alongside with the offering of money to symbolize the offering of ourselves and of the
whole creation to God in thanksgiving for the many blessings we experienced.

♫

495 Offertory Hymn .....................Should I Rehearse with Human Voice
Prayer over the Gifts
Celebrant God of abundance,
People we bring before you the precious fruits of your creation,

and with them our very lives.
Teach us patience and hope as we care for all those in need
until the coming of your Son, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

Eucharistic Prayer
“Eucharist” means “thanksgiving”. This is a ritual meal to re-enact the Last Supper that Jesus shared with his friends to remind them of his sacrificial love for
humanity and the whole creation. All stand as able.

Celebrant

Mystery of winter skies,
we thank you in the darkening hour…
Now we take up the song of hope,…
.....and the world be touched by the greatness
and profoundness of his glory:
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Sanctus

Celebrant

We ask that your Holy Spirit will fall upon us. …
…Therefore we proclaim our hope:

C elebrant Therefore, we come in memory and hope, …

…and all the worlds are drawn into the ceaseless love
of Father, Son and Holy Spirit.
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The Lord’s Prayer
Celebrant Joining our prayers into one,

let us pray as our Saviour taught us saying:
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name.
Your kingdom come.
Your will be done on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and for ever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread
Celebrant
People

God of promise, you prepare a banquet for us in your kingdom.
Happy are those who are called to the supper of the Lamb.

Agnus Dei (Lamb of God)
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The Invitation
Receiving Communion
If you know the brokenness of life, its fractures within and its division without,
then you have participated in the broken body of Christ and you are invited to
share in the breaking of bread. If you desire to know the love of God that overcomes indifference and despair, if you desire the reconciliation that overcomes
estrangement and alienation, then you are invited to share the cup of the new
covenant.
The bread is received in the open palm. It is usual Anglican practice to drink the
wine from the common cup. Wine and unfermented grape juice are served. If you
would prefer to receive a gluten-free wafer or grape juice, please inform the person administering the bread or wine when they approach you. If you would prefer
to receive a blessing instead of Communion, you are welcome to come forward
and place your hands across your chest.

♫

117 Communion Hymn Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming
Prayer After Communion
Celebrant God for whom we wait,
All in this meal you give us a foretaste of that day

when the hungry will be fed with good things.
Send us forth to make known your deeds
and to proclaim the greatness of your name,
through Jesus Christ, our Saviour and Lord. Amen.

Family Thanksgiving & Announcements
All are invited to share if they know of any birthdays, anniversaries or other celebrations. As sharing concludes, all say “Amen.”
All stand as able

The Blessing
Celebrant Depart in peace, and take with you the certain knowledge

that God is always coming into the world.
People We will seek God,

not in a long ago stable or ancient manger,
but in the people we meet and the depths of our own hearts.
Celebrant May the blessing of Christmas make you a blessing to others;
May the peace of the season pervade all that you do.
People We will welcome the challenge of discipleship.
We will offer ourselves as God’s ministers.
We will go forth in hope, peace, joy, and love.
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♫

Recessional Hymn ......................................................................... Star-Child

Dismissal
People Thanks be to God. Alleluia!

Postlude: Choral Anthem ................ Sing Glory to the King! by David Schmidt
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Parish Events and Notices
Readers Needed for 10:00 Christmas Eve Service: We need 4 more readers for
the service. If you can do this, please sign up in the Narthex.
ADVENT FILM on the theme of Love The Belier Family La Famille Bélier (2014)
Monday, December 19 at 7:00 pm
A girl, who lives with her deaf parents, discovers that she has the gift of singing.
The Belier family are farmers and Mum, Dad and younger brother are all deaf,
daughter Paula being their ears and mouth in the outside world. They rely on her,
perhaps too much, and, for any parent whose children are on the cusp of flying the
nest, you feel for both Paula who wants to fly and her family who are afraid to let
her go and to face the world without her. As French cinema goes, this film is at its
best. The performances, and the whole idea behind the film is so deep and so original, it will make you think twice about life. Totally entertaining and absolutely
moving with beautiful singing. Not to be missed.
Ndandini 7th Annual Scholarship Campaign: Through our local Rotary partnership, St. Hilda's has formed a significant ongoing relationship with students and
families in Ndandini, Kenya, by providing support towards high school fees. You
may contribute to this by:
1. Making a personal donation via your offering envelope; or
2. Giving a 'gift of education' donation as a Christmas gift to your family & friends.
Please mark your envelope donation 'Ndandini'. For those donating as a Christmas
gift, Ndandini Scholarship Christmas Gift Cards are available in the narthex to let
your recipient know about the gift you have given on their behalf.
Knapsack Campaign Assante Sana! Assante Sana! Assante Sana! St. Hilda’s you
are amazing! Over $1500 has been raised so far and we are still counting! If you
have not yet turned in your Knapsack for Ndandini, please do so before the end of
the year! Thank You!
Christmas Hampers: Please consider giving a special donation directed to the
Christmas Hampers. Also, if you know of a family who would appreciate a hamper from us this year, please let Clarence know. Also, please contact Meg Stevens
if you can help shop or wrap.
Christmas Pageant Ideas ar e star ting to for mulate. Adult angels and shepherd are needed. Costumes provided. Please see/contact Bev Dall 740-2078 or
Lois Gory 885-9710
Office Closed: The Office will be closed the week between Chr istmas and
New Year’s. Office hours will resume Tuesday January 3.
Twelve Days of Christmas Concert: Monday January 2 at 2:00 pm MOTET in
partnership with St. Hilda’s Eight voices. Twelve days. Come experience the
fullness of Christmas with a concert of beautiful choral and organ music. From the
sounds of Orlando Gibbons to favourites by Sir David Willcocks to a new carol by
Thomas Hewitt Jones, join MOTET Chamber Choir as we celebrate this most
wonderful time of year and take you on a musical journey to Epiphany. Admission by donation. All ages warmly welcomed.
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Invitation from St. Bart's, Gibsons: Our siblings in Chr ist fr om St. Bar t's ar e
inviting us to their upcoming celebration, The Feast of the Epiphany of the Lord.
Come celebrate the Visitation of the Magi on Friday, January 6, 2017. Eucharist
at 6 pm followed by a potluck. Clarence will be the guest celebrant and the new
vicar, The Rev Brian Heinrich, will preach.
Mark the for 2017 Bishop's Visit. Bishop Melissa Skelton is visiting St. Hilda's
on Sunday, January 15, 2017. We shall have a combined service at 10 am with
opportunities to have lunch and visit with the Bishop following the service. We
count on you to make our Bishop feel welcome in her parish. Details to follow.
Music Arising! Saturday, January 28, 2017, 3:00 pm Pianist Markus Masaites,
winner of the 2016 BCRMTA piano competition, from Coquitlam will perform the
next recital in our series. This event is co-hosted with the Sunshine Coast Branch,
British Columbia Registered Music Teachers’ Association. Admission by donation. Hope to see you there!
Parish Wisdom School Retreat in 2017: " Opening to the Eye of the Heart" 4day residential retreat with the Rev. Matthew Wright at the beautiful retreat house
Rivendell on top of Cate's Hill in Bowen Island. March 26 - 30. Cost: Shared
room $685, Single $850 includes accommodation and meals. Contact Parish Office for early registration. Space is limited. Details please refer to the poster in
the Narthex or on the parish website.
Offering Envelopes: Your 2017 Offering Envelopes are now available to be
picked up in the Narthex. Using your envelopes allows the church to keep track of
your donation and issue you a tax-deductible receipt at the end year. Alternatively, you could arrange monthly pre-authorized donations (PAD) from your bank or
credit-card. Please contact Maggie Scott, Envelope Secretary, if you want new
envelopes or want to set up PAD.
Wolf Carving: Almost there! We ar e still accepting monies (this is tax r eceiptable) to have the carving replaced by Tony Paul. If you would like to contribute, please contact David or Stephanie Moul at church or 604-886-7458 or
dmoul@dccnet.com.

Community Events
Peace Group: Ed White from the chair actor’s group is organizing a Peace group
at the Senior’s centre starting in January on the second and fourth Sundays from 2
to 4 pm. His phone number is 604 885 3916.
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Week At-a-Glance at St. Hilda’s
ADVENT 4
Sun
18

8:30 am
10:00 am
4:00 pm
7:00 pm

Traditional Eucharist
Family Eucharist & Sunday School
Communion Service
CRMC Service

Mon

19

7:00 pm Advent Movie

Tues

20

8:00 am Morning Prayer
9:30-11:30 Library Hours

Wed

21

Thurs 22

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Christensen Village
Sanctuary

Sanctuary
Sanctuary
Gathering Rm

8:00 am Wisdom Meditation & Eucharist

Sanctuary

8:00 am Morning Prayer
7:00 pm St. Hilda’s Choir

Sanctuary
Sanctuary

Fri

23 9:30-11:30 Library Hours

Sat

24

Sun

25

Gathering Rm

Christmas Eve
7:00 pm Christmas Family Pageant
10:00 pm Candlelight Eucharist Service

Sanctuary

Christmas Day
10:00 am Eucharist

Sanctuary

This Sunday’s liturgy has been compiled from various sources, including:
· Psalm text from GS2016 Pointed Liturgical Psalter
 Psalm tone reproduced from Evangelical Worship © 2006 Augsburg Fortress. Reproduced by
permission for local use only.
· Advent Candle liturgy and benediction by Jeanyne Slettom, alt.
· Advent Candles Lighting Song Text © 2015 by Carolyn Winfrey Gillette. Music Laudate Dominum by Charles Hubert Hastings Parry (CP330)
· Affirmation of Faith by Alan Boesak as quoted by Janet Morley, ed., Bread for Tomorrow: Prayers for the Church Year (1992), 31.)
· Confession & Absolution from Daily Prayers for A ll Seasons, p. 68, authorized by General Convention of ECUSA for trial use.
· Prayer over the Gifts and Prayer after Communion from Evangelical Lutheran Worship, p. 64.
· Collect and Eucharistic Prayer from Prayers for an Inclusive Church by Stephen Shakespeare ©
2009. All rights reserved.
· The Breaking of the Bread from The Book of Alternative Services (1985), p. 212.
· Sanctus and Acclamation Picardy French carol (17th cent.) arr. Patrick Wedd from Common
Praise, #722, 723,725.
Reprinted under OneLicense.net A-721903:
· Agnus Dei Dona Nobis Pacem Pere Joseph Gelineau Tune © 1998 Les Presses de Taizé, GIA
Publications Inc., agent. All rights reserved.
· Star-Child Text by Shirley Erena Murray Tune by Carlton R Young © 1994, Hope Publishing
Company. All rights reserved.
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Christmas Season at St. Hilda’s
Saturday December 24

Christmas Eve Services

7:00 pm Christmas Family Pageant
No rehearsal, just a desire to be a part of the Christmas story
for an hour. Arrive at 6:30 pm for costume fitting. All are welcome.
10:00pm Candlelight Eucharist
A meditative and moving service of light, as we emerge from
darkness into the joyous light of a new creation.
Sunday December 25 Christmas Day
10:00 am Eucharist and celebration of the birth of Christ
Sunday January 1
Feast of the Naming of Jesus
8:30 am Holy Communion from the Book of Common Prayer
10:00 am Family Eucharist
Monday January 2
Twelve Days of Christmas Concert
2:00 pm MOTET Chamber Choir. Eight voices. Twelve days. Come
experience the fullness of Christmas with a concert of beautiful
choral and organ music.
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St. Hilda’s By the Sea Anglican Church
5838 Barnacle Street PO Box 302 Sechelt, BC V0N 3A0
Phone: 6 0 4 . 8 8 5 . 5 0 1 9
Fax:
604.885.0759
Email: admin@sthilda.ca Website: www.sthilda.ca

Rector ..............................The Rev Clarence Li...... rector@sthilda.ca .................. 993-0399
Deacon .............................The Ven Bruce Morris .................................................. 885-4797
Music Director .................Katherine Hume ............ khpiano@telus.net ................ 885-2069
People’s Warden ..............Joan Brock.................................................................... 885-7370
Rector’s Warden ..............Eric Paetkau .................. .............................................. 885-5636
Associate Warden ............Meg Stevens .................. megstevens@outlook.com .... 741-4036
Office Administrator ........Karen Weatherington ................................................... 885-5019
For regular updates, visit us at sthilda.ca
facebook.com/sthilda

Readings for December 25, Christmas Day

1st Reading: Isaiah 52:7-10.....................Reader: Valerie Ruhe
2nd Reading: Hebrews 1:1-12 ..................Reader: TBD
Psalm 98 Gospel: John 1:1-14

PARISH PRAYER FOR THE WEEK
Anglican Kilmore, Elphin & Ardagh - (Armagh, Ireland)
The Rt Revd Ferran Glenfield
Communion
Diocese & The Deanery of Richmond-Delta
The Rev Brian Vickers, Regional Dean
Partners
—————————————-

Companion Diocese: Bishop Brent Alawas, & the Clergy &
People of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines
BC Synod of the ELCIC, Bishop Gregory Mohr
Local Agencies SC Food Banks
Parish Ministries Greeters and Coffee Hour Volunteers
UN MDG Project The Well Management Committee
Healing Al (Annie Webb’s son): comfort & strength during chemo
John & Jane Farrer: healing for John
Rev Ian Nestegaard Paul: healing from illness
Robert (Annie Webb’s brother): healing from cancer
Rest in Peace Gisela, Marjorie Lindsey, Reginald Stackhouse
Residential Care/ Minnetta Friberg, Evelyn Harrison, Marjorie Lanskail,
Home Bound Maria Mahar, Barbara Pearson, Beps Swanson, Eva Tweedie
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