
Sermon for May 3, 2020 Tim Bowman

Luke 2:37-47

The Fourth Sunday of Easter

May 3, 2020

Fifty days after the Passover festival is Shavuot, also known as the Feast of Weeks, 

or Pentecost. It's a harvest festival, in which the Jews celebrate the bounty of the land 

that God has given them. The harvest is proof of the fulfillment of God's promise to 

deliver them from Egypt and provide them a bountiful homeland.

Deuteronomy and Leviticus provide detailed guidance for this celebration of God's 

faithfulness, and rules for the harvest to ensure ample food for the landless and the alien.

Justice for the marginalized is a key element of God's promise and commandment.

Jews from all over are gathered in Jerusalem to celebrate Shavuot, including Peter 

and the rest of Jesus' disciples. It's been a wild fifty days.

Jesus' ministry as reported in Luke was about the liberating Spirit of God at work in 

the world through Jesus of Nazareth. Jesus worked particularly among the poor; the old; 

the diseased; young unmarried women; casual labourers. In his story of Lazarus and the 

rich man in the afterlife; in his interaction with Zacchaeus the tax collector; and 

elsewhere, Luke's Jesus revealed that the God of Isaac and Jacob, the God of liberated 

Hebrew slaves, is the God that was at work in him—and that this God continues to care 

about the material conditions of her people's lives.

1



Sermon for May 3, 2020 Tim Bowman

Jesus condemned injustice in the name of God, and so those who wanted to maintain

their wealth and power had him killed.

But death cannot silence Jesus' Gospel, and his friends and followers continue to 

experience his presence and activity among them. Finally Jesus departs from them, but 

just as God made a promise to the Hebrew people at Sinai, Jesus makes another promise:

they will receive the Holy Spirit and become witnesses to his teaching and preachers of 

his Good News.

As Peter and his fellow Jews gather in Jerusalem for Shavuot to celebrate the 

fulfillment of God's promise, God fulfills his second promise: the Holy Spirit fills Peter 

and the other disciples, enabling them to speak to all who listen about God's faithfulness.

Amazed, the people ask, "What does this mean?" Peter then delivers another sermon, 

explaining the significance of what has just occurred. He concludes by saying, 

"Therefore let the entire house of Israel know with certainty that God has made him both

Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you crucified."

The people are deeply moved, and ask another question: "Brothers, what should we 

do?"

It's been a wild fifty days in Canada. On March 9, the first Canadian Coronavirus 

death occurred in BC, and the disease has since spread to every province and territory. 

While it remains critically important to remain vigilant, and individuals are still at risk 
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from the disease, on a national scale it appears that we are beginning to get a handle on 

the disease, and that while it is more than a mere annoyance, it is less than an 

apocalypse.

We are beginning to wonder about when and how to begin reopening various 

services and institutions. As we emerge from fear and panic into cautious optimism, 

many will be asking, "What does this mean?"

What does it mean that, generally speaking, most of us were willing to isolate 

ourselves to protect the most vulnerable? What does it mean that, rather than CEOs and 

millionaires, the people we are now declaring "essential" are mostly those in service 

jobs: the truck drivers, the grocery clerks, the cleaners, as well as nurses and health care 

workers? What does it mean that many or most of them are low-paid; young; minorities;

women; even undocumented immigrants? What does it mean that many of those now 

deemed essential, many of those risking their lives for us and for a paycheck, are 

precisely those for whom Jesus proclaimed God's particular love and concern?

When we as a society begin to sit back, to wipe the sweat off our foreheads in relief, 

to reflect on "What does this mean?", you and me as the Church need to be part of that 

conversation. We need to push the conversation "What does this mean" into "Siblings, 

what should we do?"
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Peter's response to this question is, "Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the 

name of Jesus Christ so that your sins may be forgiven; and you will receive the gift of 

the Holy Spirit." About three thousand persons respond to this call, devoting themselves 

to Jesus' words as taught by the disciples; to worship and prayer; to eating together and 

to a renewed understanding of their commonality as children of God - which was exactly

the shape of Jesus' ministry. The promises of God first made to the slaves at Sinai, 

promises which included commandments for justice and concern for the least among 

them, are fulfilled again in the common life of the newborn church.

Therefore, when it comes time to take stock of the lessons of the coronavirus, let us 

remember our discipleship. Let us remember that the one who died for and with us was a

homeless wanderer, a member of an invaded people. Let us remember that those filled 

with the Holy Spirit sold their possessions and shared with any who had need. Let us 

remember that the nurses, the janitors, the grocery clerks, the truck drivers and the IT 

workers modeled the self-giving service of Jesus Christ. 

Let us therefore remember tomorrow, those who we hailed as essential today.  Let us 

therefore demand meaningful work, a solid health care system, and a basic income that 

results in dignity for all.

Let us therefore remember that social justice is part of a biblical and faithful 

response to the resurrection, alongside a life of devotion to the apostles' teaching and to 
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fellowship, to the breaking of bread and the prayers. This will indeed be a sign; this will 

indeed be a miracle; we will truly add ourselves and our nation to those who are being 

saved.

Amen.
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