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On March 26, 2017, the Rev. Fr. Ayoob Shawkat Adwar 
of the Chaldean Church was received by Bishop Melissa 
Skelton as a priest in the diocese of New Westminster, 

LEFT For the first time as a priest in the Anglican Church of Canada Fr. Ayoob administers Holy Communion. RIGHT Fr. Ayoob speaking at the reception. PHOTOS Wayne Chose

Reception & Recognition of Priesthood
Anglican Church of Canada at the Anglican Church of 
the Epiphany (Epiphany) in Surrey. See the story written 
before the event on page 17 of this issue of Topic. More 

coverage of this historic event is available on the diocesan 
website, www.vancouver.anglican.ca. W

Fr. Ayoob cuts the celebratory cake with some of the clergy who have mentored and guided him on this path to reception in the Anglican Church of Canada: the Rev. Stephen 
Laskey, the Ven. Stephen Rowe, Bishop Melissa Skelton and the Ven. Douglas Fenton. PHOTO Wayne Chose

The Rev. Stephen Laskey (left) of St. Helen’s, Surrey and the Ven. Stephen Rowe 
(right) of Epiphany present Ayoob Adwar. PHOTO Wayne Chose

Bishop Melissa Skelton presents the newly received priest, the Rev. Ayoob Adwar to 
the congregation and invites their welcome. PHOTO Wayne Chose
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Striking a ‘Fair Balance’
The Work of the Assessment Task Force
RICHARD GEOFFREY LEGGETT
Rector, St. Faith’s, Vancouver; Regional Dean of Granville; Convener, Assessment Task Force

As Paul travelled through the eastern Mediterranean carry-
ing the good news of God in Christ to Gentiles and Jews, 
he also carried a sense of responsibility for the Christian 
community in Jerusalem and Judea. Paul knew that the 
future of these communities depended upon the financial 
support of the emerging Christian communities along the 
shores of the Mediterranean. In his letters to Christian 
communities in Rome and Corinth, Paul urges them to 
give generously to support their sisters and brothers. To 
the Christians in Corinth he writes, “I do not mean that 
there should be relief for others and pressure on you, but it 
is a question of a fair balance between your present abun-
dance and their need, so that their abundance may be for 
your need, in order that there may be a fair balance.” (2 
Corinthians 8: 13 – 14)

Since those early days Christian communities, whether 
congregations or dioceses, have tried to determine how 
a “fair balance” can be struck between the abundance of 
some congregations and the need of others. But the basic 
principle is this: We are mutually interdependent upon each 
other, whether internationally, nationally or regionally. So 
the abiding question is how we steward our resources to 
support our shared ministry priorities as we participate in 
God’s mission to redeem and renew us and all that God 
has made.

One of the ways we define these shared ministry priori-
ties is in the Diocesan Vision Budget adopted by Diocesan 
Synod. While we can be lost in the line items, it is vital that 
we understand each line to represent our commitment to 
a particular expression of our ministry as a diocese. The 
challenge is to find a transparent and fair way to determine 
the “fair share” each congregation contributes to the Vision 
Budget.

For some years concerns have been expressed about the 
current Regulation that governs assessment. In response 
to these concerns, Diocesan Synod 2015 “RESOLVED 
THAT Synod requests that the Bishop appoint a task force 
to review the Assessment Formula; to bring recommenda-
tions regarding the Assessment Formula to the next regular 
Synod in 2017; and to provide an interim report to Dioc-
esan Council by October 2016.” 

In the fall of 2015, the Bishop appointed an Assess-
ment Task Force, reporting to Diocesan Council, with the 
mandate to make recommendations to Council regarding 
how each parish and mission’s “fair share” of the shared 
diocesan budget should be determined. Bishop Skelton 
appointed: Roger Farrier (St. Anne’s, Steveston), Bob Hardy 
(Diocesan Treasurer, St. John’s, North Vancouver), Richard 
Leggett (convener, St. Faith’s, Vancouver), Sharon Mack (St. 
Stephen’s, Burnaby), Mary McIntyre (All Saints, Mission), 

Kerri Onken (St. Matthew’s, Abbotsford), 
and Terry Walton (St. John’s, Port Moody). 
Rob Dickson, Diocesan Business Admin-
istrator, served as staff support with the 
valuable and generous assistance of Shailene 
Caparas, Diocesan Controller.

We began our work by making sure we 
all understood the current Regulation and 
the rationale behind its requirements. Early 
on in our work, we decided that our job 
was not merely to tinker with the existing 
Regulation but to develop recommenda-
tions that we believed were transparent and 
fair and sustainable. We consulted other 
dioceses in the Anglican Church of Canada, 
small and large. These early meetings led 

us to develop a set of working principles to guide us as we 
consulted with the laity and clergy of the diocese. These 
principles were couched in questions we decided to take 
to the six Archdeaconries.

 1. What do you think of the Task Force’s recommendation that  
  assessment will be based on all Parish Operating Receipts  
  POR)? For example: all rental income shall be considered in  
  the assessment formula.

 2. What do you think of the Task Force’s recommendation  
  that assessment will be based on the last reported year?  
  For example: 2017 assessment would be based on 2015’s  
  reported Parish Operating Receipts.

 3. What do you think of the Task Force’s recommendation  
  that each parish would be entitled to a standard $35,000  
  deduction?

 4. What do you think of the Task Force’s recommendation  
  that a parish whose POR was under $35,000 would pay  
  a flat assessment of $1,200?

 5. What do you think of the Task Force’s recommendation  
  that the rate structure would be simplified? For example:  
  either two rates or three rates.

 6. What do you think of the Task Force’s proposal that the  
  annual earnings on funds deposited in the Consolidated  
  Trust Fund (CTF), as a result of the sale of church properties, 
  be subject to a small percentage assessment?

 7. What is your level of support for the continuation of the  
  Diocesan Growth Fund?

And out we went into the Archdeaconries of the diocese. 
We learned that most congregations were willing to 
include all rental income of the church and hall in their 
parish operating receipts rather than the existing 50%. We 
were slightly surprised to learn that most congregations 
were comfortable with a three-year rolling average rather 
than assessment being based on the previously reported 
year alone. A significant majority were in favour of a 
$35,000 exemption and a flat $1,200 assessment for those

The Rev. Dr. Richard Leggett presenting information about ATF recommendations at the January 11 Diocesan Council meeting.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 3
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THIS MONTH IN HISTORY
compiled by Anglican Archivist Melanie Delva

20 years • 1997 Vancouver hosts the Council of General  
 Synod (CoGS) — the body responsible for  
 decision-making in between triennial General  
 Synod meetings.

30 years • 1987 Church leaders press for the provincial and  
 federal governments to entrench aboriginal  
 self-government into the constitution.

50 years • 1967 Camp Artaban reports welcoming over 1,000  
 campers a year to its summer camp programs.

Striking a ‘Fair Balance’

congregations whose receipts were less than $35,000. 
Reducing the assessments rates to two or three received 
a great deal of support, as did the continuation of the 
Diocesan Growth Fund. There was little support for any 
assessment on earnings in the Consolidated Trust Fund. 

One question was raised in the consultations. Partici-
pants asked how the diocese was going to use the assets of 
diocesan property not currently used for the purposes of 
service, worship, evangelism, education and pastoral care. 
This question was relayed to the members of the Financial 
Sustainability Working Group and influenced the proposed 
revision on Canon 30.

Following the consultations we went back to work 
and the drafting process began. By January 2017, Dioc-
esan Council approved the specific recommendations of 
the Assessment Task Force and, in consultation with the 
Financial Sustainability Working Group, the final drafts 
of two regulations and one revised canon were prepared 
and presented to Diocesan Council on March 22. Council 
received our work and these pieces of legislation will come 
before Diocesan Synod in May. The two proposed regula-
tions and revised canon are a package.

Draft Regulation 24 replaces Regulation 12, the cur-
rent assessment regulation, and provides the diocese with 
a fair, transparent and sustainable means of determining 
each congregation’s fair share of the shared diocesan budget. 
The key elements of the draft Regulation are:

 • The inclusion of all rentals of the Church and the Hall  
  in a congregation’s operating receipts.

 • An exemption of Parish Development Grants from  
  operating receipts.

 • An assessment rate structured as follows: a flat $1,200  
  on the first $35,000 of operating receipts; 15.5% on  
  operating receipts from $35,000 to $150,000; and 17.75%  
  on operating receipts above $150,000.

 • Continuation of an assessment on the top 50% of the  
  congregations to fund which will be called the Diocesan  
  Ministry Fund (previously the Diocesan Growth Fund).

 • An upper limit of 1.75% for the Diocesan Ministry Fund  
  assessment.

 • An expanded appeals process.

 • Relief from the Diocesan Ministry Support Fund for any  
  congregation whose 2018 assessment exceeds their 2017  
  assessment by more than $500.

Our calculations indicate that a significant majority of 
congregations will see a decrease in their assessment. This 
will, of course, have an impact on how we fund the Vision 
Budget.

Draft Regulation 25 changes the name of the current 
Diocesan Growth Fund to the Diocesan Ministry Support 
Fund. This change more accurately describes the purposes 
of the fund, which provides additional funding for exist-
ing and new diocesan and congregational ministries. More 

significantly, the new Regulation names the Administrators 
of the Anglican Initiatives Fund as the allocation commit-
tee. Synod will be asked to increase the number of clergy 
and lay administrators elected by Synod from two (one 
clergy, one lay) to four (two clergy, two lay). The current 
administrators have unanimously approved this change 
to the By Laws of the Fund, but Synod must act as well.

Revised Canon 30 will provide the Diocesan Synod 
and Council with the means to fund continuing and new 
ministries of the diocese with resources acquired through 
the sale of diocesan property. The revised canon renames 
the New Development Fund as the Mission and Ministry 
Development Fund and includes a new purpose for this fund 
to “finance by grants such ongoing and new ministries of 
the diocese” as Diocesan Council sees fit.

Regulations 24 and 25 and revised Canon 30 provide 
our diocese with the tools we need to support our ongoing 
work as God’s people in this place and time by striking what 

Paul called a “fair balance.” 

 • Under the current assessment formula a congregation’s  
  “fair share” is determined by its rank as determined by its  
  operating receipts. The new formula is based upon more  
  concrete criteria. 

 • Under the current regulation the Diocesan Growth Fund  
  percentage is set annually by Council with no stated limit.  
  The new regulation limits the percentage to a maximum  
  of 1.75% (currently 1.6%).

 • The revision of Canon 30 will permit us to use our property  
  assets to support our ministry. 

In order for this “fair balance” to be struck all three pieces 
of legislation will need to be approved by Synod which will 
take place May 26 and 27. We hope that Synod will agree 
that such a balance has been found so that we can share 
our abundance as well as meet our needs. W

Deadline for  
Topic Submissions

July 21 for the September issue
August 25 for the October issue

LEFT Diocesan Council members Maureen Simons and Temi Alao listen carefully during the March 22 presentation. RIGHT Don Paul outlines regulations 24, 25 and 30.

The vote on the motion to recommend the changes to the 2017 Synod is carried.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 2
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Boots on the Ground • Mr. Frederick Cadman
An Accomplished Parish Historian at St. Michael’s
GREGORY TATCHELL, ODNW
St. Michael’s 3rd Generation Historian; St. Michael’s Multicultural, Vancouver

Melanie Delva holding the study document titled The Rectors of St. Michael’s 
1889 – 1989 — A Comprehensive Study by Frederick W. Cadman, MA.

In the September 2014 Topic article (Seven Items to Celebrate 
125th Anniversary & Mark Seven Years of Rebuilding, page 5) 
marking the occasion of the 125th Anniversary celebrations 
at St. Michael’s Multicultural (SMM) Anglican Church, 
a list of seven achievements for the 125th were included. 
These were memorialized on a plaque in the baptistery, and 
blessed by Bishop Melissa Skelton as part of her participa-
tion in those celebrations. One of the seven items on the 
plaque was The Cadman Gallery.

THE CADMAN GALLERY
The Gallery was a 100th Anniversary gift to the parish of St. 
Michael’s in 1989, from a three-generation family who first 
began attending St. Michael’s during the tenure of Canon 
Wilson (1903 – 1947). Frederick Cadman donated the 
Narthex Gallery in memory of his father, George William 
Cadman (grandfather of the current Chancellor of the dio-
cese of New Westminster, George Cadman, QC, ODNW). 

With help from the Cadmans, the gallery was brought 
up to date in time for the 125th Anniversary in 2014. It was 
on this occasion that The Cadman Gallery was dedicated. In 
the photo (above and on the left) note the two plaques just to 
Frederick Cadman’s right. The leftmost plaque was installed 
when the gallery went up on St. Michael’s 100th anniversary, 
in 1989, and is dedicated to Fred’s father, George William 
Cadman. The dedication plaque on the right was installed 
by SMM’s 125th Anniversary Committee. 

The Gallery shows the full arc of history at St. Michael’s 
in portraits. Every priest, going back to 1889 is on the north 

wall, at the left side of the narthex. As part of the upgrade 
in 2014, across from the parish priests, a portrait of Bishop 
Skelton was added on the south wall. At the same time, as a 
mirror image to the left side of the gallery, a portrait gallery 
with images of St. Michael’s members invested into The 
Order of the Diocese of New Westminster (ODNW) was 
begun on the north wall, at the right side of the narthex.

THE CADMAN WRITTEN HISTORIES
In addition to the portraits of the priests, Fred Cadman 
has left a second legacy. On June 14, 2008, while he and 
his wife Chris were living in Sooke (located on Vancouver 
Island), three members of SMM went over to visit. It was 
on this occasion that Fred entrusted them with a large box 
of historical material about SMM.

It proved to be a treasure trove of records. It was a writ-
ten, synthesized history. It was written by Fred, work he 
began in the 1980s continuing right up to 2008, after he 
and his wife Chris had moved. George Cadman confirms: 

While the Anglican Archives of the Provincial Synod of 
BC & Yukon began earlier in the Anglican Theological 
College, the Archives of the Diocese of New Westminster 
were not founded until 1980 by the late Garth Walker, 
AAM, ODNW. For the preceding 120 years, records were 
dispersed throughout offices, parish churches, rectories, and 
the homes of laypeople. To this day, the parishes, which are 
best represented in the archives, are those who had parish 
historians. When the archives were founded and Mr. Walker 
began to seek out records for the archives, it was parish 
historians who were the first to come forward — sharing 
the history of their parish through carefully gathered and 
kept records and through storytelling. While the Archivist 
can assist parishes in the understanding of what to keep and 
for how long, managing the diocesan archives means that 
they cannot be the “boots on the ground” in every parish. 
This is where the parish historians come in. With passion 
and a love for the story that traces the trajectory of grace 
in a parish, these historians have been and continue to be 
essential to the continued understanding and recollecting 
of our unique history. Mr. Frederick Cadman was one of 
these quiet heroes of historical documentation and pro-
duced some of the most comprehensive and well-written 
studies to come out of the parish level. W

An Archivist’s Perspective  
on Parish Historians
MELANIE DELVA
Diocesan Archivist

The renditions of the plaques:

These photos are placed here 
to commemorate the centennial of 

St. Michael’s Anglican Church 
1889 – 1989 

and to the Glory of God 
in Memory of George William Cadman 

The Cadman Narthex Gallery 
Dedicated to the Cadman Family 

on the occasion of Bishop Melissa’s visit 
for St. Michael’s 125th Anniversary 

further photos were placed here for 
1989 – 2014 

including the Bishop and ODNW members

 The May 21, 2016 photograph of Frederick Cadman in front of the Cadman Narthex 
Gallery at SMM, with long time parish priest, the Rev. Walter Bayley’s photograph 
prominent in the background.

“Mr. Frederick Cadman  
was one of these quiet heroes  
of historical documentation  

and produced some of the most  
comprehensive and well-written studies  

to come out of the parish level.”
Melanie Delva

Frederick Cadman, and his two children, George and Susan, in front of the Cadman 
Narthex Gallery at SMM on the occasion of the May 21, 2016 Memorial service for 
Chris Cadman. PHOTOS Gregory Tatchell, ODNW

“The history of each of the Rectors of the Parish was my father’s 
doing as a historian and long-time member of the Parish, some-
thing he worked on even after my parents relocated to Holy 
Trinity, Sooke.”

Melanie Delva, the Diocesan Archivist, who ultimately 
received and archived the contents of the box, provides 
context regarding how significant this work is: 

“Mr. Frederick Cadman was one of these quiet heroes of historical 
documentation and produced some of the most comprehensive 
and well-written studies to come out of the parish level.”

THREE GLEANINGS
In reviewing Mr. Cadman’s collected works in the archives, 
three things stood out to the author of this article.

 • The first was a study titled The Rectors of St. Michael’s  
  1889 – 1989 — A Comprehensive Study by Frederick W. Cadman,  
  MA. Along with two other studies, one of 59 pages, and  
  another of 60 pages, it is easy to see the work behind the  
  motivation to set-up the Gallery in 1989.

 • Going back a bit, the second was from the 1971 Vestry.  
  It was mentioned earlier that the Cadmans were a three- 
  generation family at St. Michael’s. Emphasizing the point for  
  two of those generations, at the 1971 Vestry Fred Cadman  
  was elected as the Rector’s Warden, his wife Chris was on  
  the Executive Council, and Fred’s son, George E. H. Cadman  
  (now Chancellor), was an alternate to Synod. 

 • Going back a bit further, the third couldn’t help but touch  
  the heart. In 1964, to memorialize the Diamond Anniversary  
  (75th) of St. Michael’s, it was decided to create a Memorial  
  Garden for cremated ashes, in an area that over time has  
  come to be referred to as the Rose Garden. 52 years later,  
  in 2016, the Cadman family held a memorial service for  
  Chris Cadman, at which her cremated ashes were placed in  
  the Memorial Garden. The picture of Fred included as part  
  of this article was taken after this service. For many years  
  in the 1970s, 1980s and early 1990s, Chris Cadman served  
  as a Sunday School teacher as well as being a member of  
  the Anglican Church Women (ACW) executive and the Altar  
  Guild. Fred has expressed his wish to join Chris in the Rose  
  Garden when he is called.

PARISH HISTORIANS • GENERATION TO GENERATION
A fourth item from the archives was a three page anony-
mous history of the parish, which appears to have been 
written in 1929, possibly for St. Michael’s 40th Anniversary. 
Whoever it was, the rigor of their work earns them the title 
of the first generation historian at St. Michael’s. Frederick 
Cadman is certainly the second-generation historian at 
St. Michael’s, and by far the most rigorous and prolific. 
SMM owes him a huge debt of gratitude. And invokes the 
prayer that his testimonial may be, not only the Cadman 
Narthex Gallery and his corpus in the archives, but also 
as an inspiration to a third generation of parish historians 
at St. Michael’s and throughout the diocese, with, in 
Melanie’s words:

“Passion and a love for the story that traces the trajectory of grace 
in a parish… these historians have been and continue to be es-
sential to the continued understanding and recollecting of our 
unique history.” W
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Death With Dignity • British Columbia & Oregon 
NEALE ADAMS
Topic Editor Emeritus; Parishioner, Christ Church Cathedral

Two medical doctors shared with about 80 people gathered 
at the Synod Office conference room adjacent to St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy (SJS) February 27 their experiences of how 
they help people die in British Columbia and Oregon. 

The forum on Medical Assistance in Dying (MAiD) 
was sponsored by SJS, along with St. Philip’s, Dunbar and 
Christ Church Cathedral. 

A Death with Dignity program has been operating in 
Oregon for 19 years following a 1994 referendum. Court 
injunctions delayed implementation till 1997, at which 
point Oregon became the first state to let patients deter-
mine the time of their own death. 

In British Columbia, the Medical Assistance in Dying 
program followed a 2015 decision of the Supreme Court 
of Canada, and has been in effect for the past eight months 
after federal legislation (Bill C-14) received Royal Assent 
on June 17 last year. 

Dr. Charles Blanke, a professor of medicine at the 
Knight Cancer Institute in Portland, talked about the 
similarities and differences between the Oregon and the 
British Columbia programs. 

One important difference is that in Oregon a patient 
must self-administer the medicine to end his or her life. 
Most of the time the doctor is not present when the patient 
swallows the fatal pills dissolved in water. 

In British Columbia, the life-ending drug is usually 
administered intravenously by a doctor, who is present.

Dr. Michael McKenzie, a physician specializing in radia-
tion treatment at the BC Cancer Agency in Vancouver and 
a clinical professor at the University of BC, spoke about the 
much newer British Columbia program. He is a member 
of the St. Philip’s congregation.

Although the populations of Oregon (4 million) and 
British Columbia (4.5 million) are roughly comparable, 
the rate of medically assisted dying has been much greater 
in BC. 

“There might have been some pent up demand as soon 
as the law was changed and people can do it,” suggested 
Dr. Blanke, “but I think it is more than that. I think there 
are other reasons why it’s more ‘successful,’ if you will allow 
that word, in Canada.”

During 2016, a total of 204 Oregonians received pre-
scriptions of lethal drugs, but only 133 ingested them to 
hasten death. In British Columbia, 188 physician-assisted 
deaths were reported to the BC Coroner’s service between 
June 17, 2016, and January 10, 2017.

It is clear a large percentage of Oregonians who get the 
lethal pills use them. “One out of three patients who have 
been written a prescription, never take the drug. One year, 
more patients than not didn’t take the prescription,” said 
Dr. Blanke

“A number of patients get that bottle of pills and they 
stuff it away in their underwear drawer and never look at 
it again. They are happy to have it because it gives them 
potential control over their own death,” said the Oregon 
oncologist.

In both jurisdictions, the law requires that the patient 
be an adult, mentally competent, that his or her disease be 
terminal — within six months in Oregon.

No specific time is legislated in BC; only that death 
is “reasonably foreseeable.” He or she should be suffering 

“intolerably.” In both places the patient has to be informed 
of other options and how they might receive pain manage-
ment and palliative care to relieve them.

Only medical doctors assess patients in Oregon, Dr. 
Blanke noted. The law requires that the patient must make 
two oral requests to a physician, separated by at least 15 
days. A second consulting physician must be involved. A 
written, signed request, witnessed by two people is also 

Of course some people have some concern about that at 
times. It’s often the existential sort of suffering,” said Dr. 
McKenzie. “There is no questionnaire you can give patients 
to quantify that.”

“It’s suffering that I think you can’t relieve,” added Dr. 
Blanke. “The bar is low. I think it really is what is in the 
mind of the patient… If the patient feels he or she is suf-
fering, it’s not for us to say I don’t think you’re that sick or 
you’re not suffering that much.”

The Rev. Liz Hamel, Priest Assistant at SJS and Anglican 
Chaplain at Vancouver General Hospital (VGH) asked 
whether the Spiritual Care Department at VGH is involved, 
particularly in assisting patients who may not be overtly 
religious. Dr. McKenzie said that such care seems to have 
been overlooked in setting up the process, and would 
welcome its inclusion. 

While ethical questions related to physician assisted 
dying were debated at earlier forums at St. Philip’s in 
September 2015 and June of last year, Dr. Ashley Moyse, 
teacher of ethics at Vancouver School of Theology and 
Regent College, did raise the topic in the question period.

“There’s been a lot of focus on the legality of death 
with dignity. Can you comment on the ethics of Medical 
Assistance in Dying?” Moyse asked. 

Dr. Blanke said people sometimes bring up the Hip-
pocratic Oath because it specifically prohibited the admin-
istration of fatal poisons. He noted the ancient Greek oath 
also forbids abortions — which are legal and accepted by 
many in both the US and Canada.

“I truly believe if you think death with dignity is 
harm — and we are charged with doing no harm — then 
you can’t do it [assist dying]. On the other hand if you 
believe as I do that you are relieving interminable suffer-
ing, that’s the opposite of doing harm. I have to think it is 
ethical or I couldn’t do it. I don’t buy the harm argument. 
Loss of life is not inherently harm in my book, although 
there are many who feel the opposite,” said Dr. Blanke.

Added Dr. McKenzie: “I’m not an advocate — I’m not 
a member of Death with Dignity. There are elements of 
this I’m still working on for myself. My sense is we’re past 
discussing the ethics of it. It is the law and I think we need 
to respond to that. I need to be with my patient in whatever 
capacity I need to be toward the end of life.”

“Where I struggle with it is making sure the patient has 
access to all the other care they need. Sometimes that’s 
hard… We know that 30% of Canadians don’t have access 
to palliative care, for example. That’s not saying palliative 
care always solves problems but we would like to at least 
have access to it so they have a real choice to make.” 

“I would say I am a bit surprised I’m doing it. I couldn’t 
have imagined that 18 months ago, but there it is.”

Dr. McKenzie added that the process has resulted in 
some “rich conversations with people about the options 
they have — and not all choose assisted dying.”

The Rev. John Stephens, rector of SJS, ended the 
meeting with the poem For the Dying by Irish poet John 
O’Donohue, which read in part:

  May death come gently towards you, 
  Leaving you time to make your way 
  Through the cold embrace of fear 
  To the place of inner tranquility.

  May death arrive only after a long life

  To find you at home among your own 
  With every comfort and care you require.

  May your leave-taking be gracious, 
  Enabling you to hold dignity 
  Through awkwardness and illness. W

required.
Either of the two Oregon doctors can call in a psycholo-

gist to determine mental state, which however only happens 
about once in 20 times. Dr. Blanke said that Oregon psy-
chologists tend to conclude that patients who have asked for 
assistance to die are competent to do so, even if depressed.

However, in British Columbia, participation by medi-
cal doctors is not always required — only that two health 
practitioners be involved. Nurse practitioners as well as 
physicians can assess the patient’s request. In BC, patients 
must make their request in writing in front of two inde-
pendent witnesses (decidedly not family heirs), and wait 
at least ten days. 

Why do people want to die earlier than they would 
otherwise? Dr. Blanke outlined the reasons people in 
Oregon expressed the desire. Most — 90% or more — fear 
loss of autonomy and say they no longer enjoy life. Almost 
as many say they don’t want to lose their dignity. About 
half say they have lost important bodily functions. Some 
42% don’t want to burden their families, about a quarter 
complain about poor pain relief, and 3% cannot afford 
the cost of therapy in the US. The doctor said he is very 
concerned about the latter groups. 

Dr. McKenzie said that in British Columbia patients 
give similar reasons. Often people have had an experience 
of a painful death of a relative. They say, “I can see what’s 
going to happen and I don’t like it.” The other reason given 
is, “I’ve suffered enough.” 

One of the BC doctors obtains the lethal drug from 
a pharmacist. The cost is covered by the Medical Services 
Plan in Canada; in Oregon the patient must pay about 
$4,000 for it. The drug most commonly used in Oregon 
is secobarbital, in a dosage equivalent to about 100 power-
ful sleeping pills.

During a question period moderated by Vancouver 
School of Theology Principal Richard Topping, the doctors 
were asked what constituted the required suffering, since 
what is unbearable is a subjective notion. Is the test of suf-
fering objectively or subjectively determined? 

“It is subjective, and it doesn’t have to be physical suffer-
ing at all… it can be any form of suffering you can imagine. 

The Ven. John Stephens, rector of St. John’s, Shaughnessy. PHOTO Neale Adams

“Often people have had  
an experience of a  

painful death of a relative.  
They say,  

‘I can see what’s going to happen  
and I don’t like it.’  

The other reason given is,  
‘I’ve suffered enough.’”

Dr. Blanke and Dr. McKenzie responding during the Q&A. PHOTO Neale Adams The Rev. Liz Hamel, curate at SJS asks a question. PHOTO Neale Adams
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No One Steps Down the Path of Ministry Alone
The Induction of the Reverend Justin Cheng as Vicar of All Saints’, Burnaby 
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On the evening of February 27, 2017, the Rev. Justin 
Cheng was installed by Bishop Melissa Skelton as Vicar 
of the Parish of All Saints’, Burnaby. The liturgy was The 
Memorial of George Herbert, Priest and Poet/Celebration of 
a New Ministry with Eucharist.

The Burnaby parish had been served by interim and 
Sunday supply priests for a very long time and they were 
delighted to welcome a permanent ordained leader of their 
shared ministry together.

The Ven. Brian Evans of the diocese of BC was 
the preacher. Archdeacon Evans is the Archdeacon of 

Cowichan-Malaspina and rector of St. Paul’s, Nanaimo. 
The Rev. Cheng’s prior ministry position was as curate of 
that parish. It was a blessing for him to have a mentor in 
ministry present and preaching at his Installation Eucharist.

There were more than a dozen priests and deacons vested 
and in the procession with others not vested and seated in 
the congregation.

The Ven. Brian Evans began with a reference to the 
Gospel for the Eucharist, John 21: 15 – 17 and quickly 
drew an amusing parallel between Jesus having to ask Peter 
three times if he loved him and the Rev. Justin Cheng only 
doing two interviews for the Vicar position. He said that 
he’d very much enjoyed mentoring Justin who had been 
the fourth curate under his charge during his career in 
ministry. The theme of his address was that it isn’t really a 
new ministry; it is in fact the continuation of ministry in 
this place, ministry that has gone on for generations. There 
were those present in the congregation that evening who 
had been attending that church since childhood. Being 
placed at the “head of the table” (a reference to the first 
reading Sirach 32: 1 – 13) does not mean that “you will be 
served” but that you have a responsibility, a clear metaphor 
for those who lead in ordained ministry.

Director of Music, Barry Waterlow joined by a small 
choir of committed parishioners led the music in worship. 
Mr. Waterlow is an excellent pianist/accompanist and it 
was very helpful for those in attendance that might not be 
familiar with the music that he took ten minutes prior to 
worship to rehearse the congregation and help them get 
acquainted with the hymns and mass setting.

The Parish of All Saints’ has had the collective patience 
of a saint as they never gave up and they continued forward 
towards the day when there would be a Celebration of a 
New Ministry Eucharist in the sanctuary. This parish bet-
ter than most knows that they will need to continue their 
commitment to shared ministry. The Deacon of the Parish, 
the Rev. Captain Gordon Barrett had this to say:

“The celebration of new ministry liturgy is an important milestone 
signifying that a change is taking place in both the life of a parish 
and in the person undertaking the new ministry. The community 
gathers in support of the new ministry as a confirmation that 
ministry is shared by the whole of the community. No one steps 
down the path of ministry alone.”

All Saints’ Vicar’s Warden Mildred Johnson was kind 
enough to assist diocesan communications by soliciting 
some thoughts from parishioners and others who attended 
the worship. She reported that people had commented on 

the fact that so many different members of the congrega-
tion had a significant role in the different aspects of the 
liturgy. Again, we recognize the importance of the shared 
experience as a continuing theme at All Saints’. 

The new Vicar, Rev. Cheng had this to say:

“In planning the celebration of new ministry, my intention was to 
have it be more than a celebration of myself, but a celebration of 
the entire community of All Saints’, Burnaby. The highlight for me 
was the giving of the symbols of ministry as I and the lay leaders 
of the parish commit to one another in preaching and living out 
the gospel call of Jesus in South Burnaby. What I challenge all of 
us is to think and reflect on what does being an Anglican mean in 
this particular community in the Lower Mainland. The symbols of 
ministry represent the riches of our tradition: the Prayer books, the 
anointing oils, the Bible, and the bread and wine of communion. 
The tradition is what nourishes us, like a root nourishing a freshly 
budded tree or flower. Part of my ministry is to remind us all of that 
rich tradition. The next part is how to live out that tradition in the 
particular context of the parish: South Burnaby which is a deeper 
and more complicated undertaking than simply explaining the ru-
brics of the Book of Alternative Services. It includes careful listening 
and mutual conversation between all members of our community. 
I am excited about the prospect of ministering at All Saints and 
look forward as we converse and minister together to proclaim 
Christ and reach out in love and compassion for all God’s people.”

And Rev. Cheng is not alone in his optimistic anticipation 
of the future. Deacon Barrett said:

“Excitement and anticipation is moving through the parish and we 
see a bright future ahead that is grounded in faith, stability, and 
renewed energy.”

When asked to share how she was feeling about the immedi-
ate future of the South Burnaby faith community, Mildred 
Johnson replied:

”I think we are looking forward to Justin with his youth and vitality 
helping us to grow our church congregation in size, helping to ex-
pand the awareness of our little church that can in the neighbouring 
community. Connections are already being made. Pastor Nathan 
Fong from our neighbouring Grace Lutheran Church attended the 
induction service because Justin had invited him for coffee a few 
days before and invited him to attend.”

It was indeed a joyfully optimistic and prayerful liturgy. The 
new Vicar is ready and willing and so is the community. 
Please keep them in your prayers as they move forward 
together on the path of ministry. W

Jason smiles as the congregation welcomes him with applause at the conclusion of 
the Covenant in Ministry. PHOTO Randy Murray

Norma Stephenson, ODNW and Barry Waterlow prepare to rehearse the service 
music with the congregation. PHOTO Randy Murray

Bishop Skelton leads the Collect for George Herbert. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT The Rev. Captain Gordon Barrett reads the Gospel, John 21: 15 – 17. RIGHT The preacher, the Ven. Brian Evans. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Rev. Cheng receives the water during the presentations of the symbols of ministry. RIGHT Rev. Cheng receives the prayer books during the presentations of the symbols 
of ministry. PHOTOS Randy Murray

CONTINUED ON PAGE 7
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The Episcopal Blessing. PHOTO Randy Murray

No One Steps Down the Path of Ministry Alone
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 6

LEFT Bishop Skelton presents Rev. Cheng as the ordained leader of the shared ministry of All Saints’, Burnaby. MIDDLE Rev. Cheng embraces his mentor during the Peace. RIGHT The Eucharistic Prayer. PHOTO Randy Murray

The Eucharist. PHOTO Randy Murray

Archivist to Animator
The Office of the Primate of the Anglican Church of Canada 
announced on Monday, April 3, 2017, that Melanie Delva 
currently Archivist at the diocese of New Westminster and 
the Ecclesiastical Province of British Columbia

/Yukon has been appointed Reconciliation Animator for 
the National Church effective June 1, 2017.

In this new role, Ms. Delva will be “responsible for 
forming, equipping and resourcing a national team to 
encourage and sustain local engagement in the work of 
reconciliation between Indigenous and non-Indigenous 
persons and communities, both within the Anglican 
Church and in Canadian society. In particular, the incum-
bent will be responsible for our church’s overall strategy 
in implementing the Calls to Action of the Truth and 
Reconciliation Commission, in incorporating the United 
Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
into our life, in ongoing response to calls for justice emerg-
ing out of the Indigenous leadership of our church and our 
country, and in recognizing and acting on opportunities in 
the local, diocesan and national life of our church to act in 
support of such reconciliation.”

Ms. Delva has been in her current position for 12 years. 
She was an integral part of the pilot project for document 
collections as part of the Indian Residential Schools/Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission (IRS, TRC) and spent 
eight years working with survivors of the residential school 
system. Through this work and the personal contacts that 
she made during this time she became heavily involved in 
reconciliation initiatives and has become a much sought 
after speaker and presenter, having presented papers on the 
TRC, reconciliation, the Calls to Action, and the United 
Nations Declarations on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples 
in Canada, the US and Europe. Ms. Delva’s speaking 
engagements over the past few years have been numerous 
and include preaching in churches in both Canada and 
the US.

She has been a leader in the diocese of New Westminster 
having held the positions of Lay Secretary of Synod and 
Delegate to General Synod. She is currently a member of 
the Council of General Synod (CoGS), and is General 
Synod’s representative to the Executive Council of the Epis-
copal Church in the United States. As she will become as of 

June 1, a staff member of General Synod, Ms. Delva will 
resign from her volunteer National Church responsibilities.

The Rt. Rev. Melissa Skelton, Bishop of the diocese 
of New Westminster had this to say regarding the April 3, 
announcement:

Melanie Delva. PHOTO Wayne Chose

“While we are thrilled for Melanie, for the Office of the General Synod 
and for the Anglican Church of Canada and its strengthened focus 
on the Calls to Action from the Truth and Reconciliation Commis-
sion, we will all miss the gifts Melanie has brought to our diocese 
and to the Province. Godspeed Melanie, and always know that 
we are with you.”

Melanie Delva will work from Vancouver, spending at least 
five days a month in Toronto. It is expected that there will 
be substantial amounts of travel involved in this role.

We wish Melanie all the best in her new ministry, please 
remember her in your prayers. W

“While we are thrilled for Melanie,  
for the Office of the General Synod  

and for the Anglican Church of Canada  
and its strengthened focus  

on the Calls to Action from the  
Truth and Reconciliation Commission,  

we will all miss the gifts  
Melanie has brought to our diocese  

and to the Province.  
Godspeed Melanie,  
and always know  

that we are with you.”
The Rt. Rev. Melissa Skelton 

Deadline forTopic Submissions July 21 for the September issue 
August 25 for the October issue
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The Consecrating Spirit Equipping Us  
to be Partners in God’s Mission in the World
The Induction of the Reverend Fr. Arvin Amayag, Vicar of St. Mary the Virgin, Sapperton
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Tuesday, February 28, 2017, the Rev. Arvin 
Amayag ordained in the companion diocese 
to the diocese of New Westminster, the 
Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines 
was installed as vicar of one of the oldest 
parishes in the diocese (1865), St. Mary the 
Virgin, Sapperton.

St. Mary’s has a rich and storied history. 
Not only is it an integral part of the early 
history of New Westminster and British 
Columbia it is an important part of the 
history of the Anglican Church in this part 
of the world, specifically the diocese of New 
Westminster. The first bishop of the diocese, 
the Rt. Rev. Acton Sillitoe arrived in New 
Westminster in 1880 and became rector 
of St. Mary’s. He took up residence in the 
house built in 1861 by the first Archdeacon, 
the Ven. H. P. Wright located at the corners 
of Sapper and Cumberland streets adjacent 
to the church. The bishop named the rec-
tory St. Mary’s Mount and the abode became 
a centre for social life, welcoming for over-
night stays, three Governor’s General, Prime 
Minister John A. MacDonald and other 
dignitaries on their visits to New Westmin-
ster. Nine years later Bishop Sillitoe moved 
downtown to Holy Trinity and St. Mary’s 
reverted back to its humbler beginnings as 
a small parish church. The timber-framed 
church building has survived fires, floods 
and renovations. Most recently, the church 
hall located a few yards to the north was 
totally renovated and now features a new 
large kitchen and a bright, cheerful meet-
ing space. Over the past two years the Rev. 
Maggie Rose Muldoon was the interim 
priest-in-charge and with her supportive 
ordained leadership of the parish’s shared 
ministry they organized an ambitious but 
successful sesquicentennial celebration on 
October 25, 2015. 

In the months that followed, the small 
community of faith stayed the course and 
eventually put together a first class parish 
profile document that would be sent around 
the world in hopes of finding a new priest, a 
½ time vicar who would lead and grow their 
community. They didn’t have to look too 
far for the Rev. Arvin Amayag was nearby, 
serving as an assistant at St. Matthias and 
St. Luke, Oakridge and excited about the 
opportunity to move forward and to enter 
the next phase of his ministry. Fr. Arvin, 
energetic, spirit-filled and ready to meet the 
challenge was appointed vicar of St. Mary 
the Virgin, Sapperton by Bishop Melissa 
Skelton with a starting date of February 
1, 2017.

In her welcome prior to the liturgy, 
Vicar’s Warden, Doreen McQueen hardly 
able to contain the big smile on her face 
greeted the Standing Room Only congrega-
tion saying: 

“St. Mary’s, like many other churches, was at a 
crossroad. Our congregation was aging and we 
had a core group of volunteers who did every-
thing. They were burning out, but with no one 
to replace them, they carried on. And now, just 
one month has past since our salvation came in 
the person of the Rev. Arvin Amayag, a young 
man who arrived complete with a wife and three 
children, friends and extended family. On his first 
Sunday with us, our congregation didn’t just grow, 
it didn’t just double… it tripled… and now there 
are children here!” 

She wanted to continue but the bell rang 
announcing the beginning of worship.

As the first hymn, Will You Come and 
Follow Me was sung and the procession 
entered the sanctuary the nave and narthex 
continued to fill with people arriving to 

celebrate this new ministry. Several chairs 
were placed in small rows of two or three 
on either side of the aisle in the narthex 
creating a space for those who had arrived 
at the start time of 7 pm (or slightly later). 
Young families with children remained in 
the narthex area and played on the staircase 
that goes down to the lower level on the 
south side of the building. 

There was a good-sized choir present 
particularly for an evening, weeknight lit-
urgy and the music in worship under the 
leadership of Organist and Choir Director 
Diana Welch consisted primarily of classic 
examples of hymnody: How Lovely is Thy 
Dwelling Place, Be Thou My Vision, To God 
Be the Glory, Let All Mortal Flesh Keep Silence, 
concluding with Lord You Give the Great 
Commission.

The preacher for the Celebration of a 
New Ministry Eucharist was the Execu-
tive Archdeacon of the diocese of New 
Westminster, the Ven. Douglas Fenton. 
Archdeacon Fenton has been very involved 
in the development of our diocese’s growing 
relationship with the Episcopal Church in 
the Philippines visiting there twice within 
the last two years. On the second visit he 
was accompanied by Bishop Skelton and 
her husband the Rev. Eric Stroo. Archdea-
con Fenton has been supportive of the Rev. 
Arvin Amayag’s ministry in our diocese and 
he was delighted to preach at his installation.

In a sermon possessing the compelling 
theme of “No ifs, ands or buts” Archdeacon 
Fenton focused on the Old Testament read-
ing, Jeremiah 1: 4 – 9, “Before I formed you 
in the womb I knew you, and before you 
were born I consecrated you; I appointed 
you a prophet to the nations.” In the open-
ing paragraphs of his homily he reminisced 
about the “idiomatic gems” that his mother 
would offer up and illustrated this saying: 

“‘No ifs ands or buts about it’ would often be 
added just after one of us said ‘but.’ It was usually 
the trigger. 

‘But…’would be met with ‘No ifs ands or buts 
about it… go get your chores done… go finish 
your homework.’ Whatever it was that we were 
attempting to avoid, and come up with an excuse 
for, was dealt with in a second with the precision 
of this little phrase.

Not surprising to any of her kids, our Ma was not 
as patient as God was with Jeremiah.

In our first reading today we hear God calling 
Jeremiah to be a prophet, to be the one who will 
go and speak for God. God tells Jeremiah that 
long before Jeremiah was born God already knew 
who he was, who he would be, what he would 
become… And I cannot imagine that Jeremiah, 
more than anything, like any other kid to their 
parent when not wanting to take too long to 
imagine what the chore would be like would 
say ‘but.’ Can you not hear Jeremiah? But, God, 
I’m only a boy, I’m only a child, I’m too young… 
Don’t pick me.

Then we hear God respond to Jeremiah: ‘Don’t say 
I am only a boy…’ and God tells Jeremiah, that as 
God was with him before time even began he will 
continue to be with him: ‘Do not be afraid… for 
I am with you.’ While Jeremiah didn’t say it, God 
sees that Jeremiah’s concern may not be as much 
about age as fear.

Fear has a role to play in protecting us from that, 
which will harm us. Fear can keep us safe. Fear 
can also prevent us from trusting in the gifts God 
has given us to participate in God’s mission in 
the world. God tells Jeremiah that God’s mission 
predates Jeremiah: ‘Before I formed you in the

CONTINUED ON PAGE 9

LEFT Vicar’s Warden, Doreen McQueen with the opening announcements. RIGHT Digby Turney, ODNW reads the Old Testament, 
Jeremiah 1: 4 – 9. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Jenner Luis reads the Epistle. RIGHT The Ven. Douglas Fenton, DD, was the preacher. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Fr. Arvin reads the oath of loyalty to the bishop, the diocese, and to the Anglican Church. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT The Ven. Elizabeth Northcott welcomes Fr. Arvin. RIGHT Fr. Arvin administers Communion for the first time “officially” as the 
Vicar of St. Mary’s, Sapperton. PHOTOS Randy Murray

The new vicar and the bishop. PHOTO Randy Murray
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World Day of Prayer 2017
DONNA WHITE 
St. Michael’s Anglican Church, Surrey

On Friday, March 3, a World Day of Prayer 2017 ecumeni-
cal service was celebrated at Colebrook United Church in 
Surrey, BC. Christian Women of the Philippines composed 
the liturgy. Some 70 people attended the worship con-
tinuing the tradition begun as a National Day of Prayer 
in Canada in 1920, and amended in 1922, as the World 
Day of Prayer.

The focus of the service was the women of the Philip-
pines. Six contributing Surrey churches planned this mov-
ing tribute to Filipino women, which was coordinated by 
Aileen Watson, president of the United Church Women 
of Colebrook, who has piloted the project for 25 years. 
Colebrook United, Cloverdale United, St. Bernadette’s 
Roman Catholic Church, St. Matthew’s Roman Catholic 
Church, The Church of The Redeemer, and St. Michael’s 
Anglican Church all contributed and participated in the ser-
vice. Common hymns familiar to all the churches involved 
were chosen. The music director from St. Michael’s, Coleen 
Whitmore was the guest pianist.

It was decided by the participants to dramatize the 
individual stories submitted by the Filipino women. The 
effect was very powerful. Three personal stories were 
dramatized. The central figures of these stories inhabited: 
Mindanao, South Philippines; Central Luzon, North 
Philippines; Ormoc City, Central Philippines, respectively. 
They ranged in age from 15 to 69 and had all been victims 
of domestic violence, economic injustice or natural disasters 
like Typhoon Haiyan. None of them had enough money to 
live a decent life, despite help from the international com-
munity, which was agonizingly slow in its implementation.

During the service, one of the participants carried bal-
ance scales up the centre aisle of the church and placed them 
on the altar. She spoke the words of the prophet Isaiah: 

“Hear me you who cry out for deliverance. You who turn 
to God, you will be led in peace…” (Isaiah 51: 1, 55: 12)

Kathi Dale, chair of St. Michael’s Anglican Church 
Women (ACW) read the Gospel, Matthew 20: 1 – 16. We 
were asked to reflect silently on its meaning. In this Bible 
story, a generous landowner hired labourers throughout the 
day to work in his vineyard. At the end of the day he paid 
each worker exactly the same amount of money, regardless 
of work hours logged. Jesus used this story to teach us what 
Heaven is like. We are all equal in God’s eyes: “So the last 
shall be first, and the first last…” (Matthew 20: 16) We were 

The group photo of those who worked on the organization of the service. PHOTO Courtesy Louie Engnan

invited to pray for children in need of healthcare, Filipino 
workers who are far from home, youth in need of schooling, 
Indigenous people, farmers and labourers.

The Rev. Louie Engnan, rector of St. Michael’s Anglican 
Church, gave the sermon and the blessing at the completion 
of worship. ”Mabuhay!” he began (pronounced: “muh-
BOO-hi”). This is a greeting in the Philippines in the 
national language of Tagalog, which can mean: “May you 
live,” “cheers,” ”welcome,” and “hurrah.” Father Louie was 
invited by Aileen Watson to be a guest speaker. He is a 
native of the Philippines and knows the plight of Filipino 
women. He said that despite the country having had two 
women presidents and a constitution, which provided 
for equal rights, the majority of Filipino women remain 
vulnerable to poverty, abuse and exploitation.

This year’s theme for the World Day of Prayer — as 
chosen by the Filipino women — was Am I being unfair 
to you? Fr. Louie began addressing this theme by speaking 
the ancient Tagalog word for God, which is genderless 
and all-inclusive. Jesus, Fr. Louie reminded us, treated 
women with respect and deference, as equals. In the early 
Christian church, women were esteemed and held posi-
tions of importance. Fr. Louie encouraged us to examine 
our own actions and thoughts that we might be agents of 
change. His challenge was to start with ourselves; to reach Fr. Louie Engnan with the flag of the Philippines. PHOTO Courtesy Louie Engnan

womb I knew you, and before you were born I consecrated you.’ 
Jeremiah was set apart from before time. So are we. We are each 
created by God, consecrated by God, given gifts by God, for the 
special ministries to which we have been called — ministries which 
have been entrusted to us.

This consecrating Spirit which touches Jeremiah’s mouth and puts 
the words there for him to speak, is the same Spirit that God sends 
into our hearts so that we might recognize God as our Abba as the 
Letter to the Corinthians tells us, and is the same Spirit of truth sent 
by Jesus to his disciples to do the work, the same ministry Jesus 
invites us into — and all of this is about consecrating us, it’s about 
equipping us, to be partners with God in God’s mission in the world.”

This was the core of Archdeacon Fenton’s message, that we 
are recognizing the Spirit of God in ourselves, in our friends, 
neighbours, and fellow parishioners. He spoke about Fr. 
Arvin’s life in ministry in the Philippines and the fact that 
under his leadership a dying congregation had transformed 
into a vibrant community and the old building replaced 
by a new structure. As a trained community organizer Fr. 
Arvin helped the people of that parish do ministry in a 
new way but always conscious of the need to do it together. 
Archdeacon Fenton informed the congregation that Fr. 
Arvin’s former parish did not recreate and rejuvenate 
overnight, it took time and effort for the transformation 
into a “self-reliant community of Evangelists” to take place.

Following the sermon the liturgy continued with the 
Covenant in Ministry, the Presentation of the Symbols 
of Ministry of the Whole People of God, the welcome 
of the new Vicar, a hearty welcome to the Deanery and 
Archdeaconry by Regional Archdeacon of Westminster, the 
Ven. Elizabeth Northcott, the Intercession, the Peace, the 
Offertory and the Eucharist. 

The 151+ year-old church nave was full to capacity 
(the official vestry book count was 112) with members of 
the parish old and new plus many friends from around 

the diocese creating some excitement and anticipation 
among the members. When asked about how she viewed 
the immediate future Doreen McQueen said:

“Our new People`s Warden (Rafael Chan) and our Vicar have started 
bringing back some of the groups that had died off. For example, 
we now have a Sunday School and will soon have an Anglican 
Church Women (ACW) group. A Men`s Group is being formed 
and plans include taking on much of the repairs, maintenance and 
cleaning chores on a volunteer basis. This past Sunday (February 
26) we welcomed a Nigerian family with four children! As Arvin said 
in his sermon that morning, ‘we want to become a multicultural 
church,’ and it looks like we`re on our way! Thanks be to God!”

The aforementioned Rafael Chan had this to say: 

“I am looking forward that we will be able to grow more in members 
but more especially in our faith in God. We will continue to work 
on our ministries so that more members will be involved especially 
from the Filipino community. We are looking forward to spiritual 
growth and to have more volunteers to generously share their time 
and talents for the service in the church and in the community.”

When asked to share his thoughts the new Vicar focused on 
his appreciation for the efforts of the St. Mary’s community: 

“What adds more joy to the celebration are the united and con-
certed efforts done by the members of the parish to make the 
event successful. It is truly joyful and satisfying to see a plan success-
fully fulfilled. Thanks to the church committee for their dedicated 
oversight of parish life while in transition, and for their facilitating 
the smooth turnover between the outgoing and incoming clergy. 
Thanks to the altar guild who are so dedicated in maintaining order 
and cleanliness of the altar during and after services. Thanks to the 
choir who exerted more time and efforts for the hymns. Thanks 
to the event committee who took charge of the reception and 
fellowship after the service. Thanks to the many others who have 
extended their help in one way or another for the success of this 

event. Again I offer humble thanks to all of you. May we continue 
to share these diverse gifts of ours to fulfill our ministry to God 
and to all people.

May the prayers and support that we have received as a congrega-
tion during this occasion be our source of strength as we envision 
our parish to be vibrant and self-supporting. We will also endeavor 
to revive the ACW, the children’s ministry, youth ministry, establish 
the Men’s Group, and strengthen the working groups that are 
already in existence. For our works and ministry are done through 
these groups. Indeed, the celebration was great but the challenge 
of work that is ahead is even greater. May God prosper our work 
for His glory.” W

The Consecrating Spirit Equipping Us  
to be Partners in God’s Mission in the World

out to those around us with the love God has invested in 
us through Jesus, to shine by example. The benediction 
was given and the recessional hymn, Let Justice Roll Like 
a River captured the theme of the day perfectly. As one of 
the leaders said at the beginning of the service: “Oh what 
a beautiful day to gather in the house of God!” W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 8

The new vicar busts a move at the reception and dinner party that followed the 
liturgy. PHOTO Bishop Melissa Skelton
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in memoriam
George Frederick Ferguson 
July 5, 1925 – March 7, 2017
RANDY MURRAY WITH FILES FROM CAROLE KEIGHLEY & ART TURNBULL
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

George Frederick Ferguson, lifelong Anglican (he was bap-
tized at Christ Church Cathedral), long time Abbotsford 
resident and mayor of the community for the best part of 
the last 40 years, was laid to rest in Musselwhite Cemetery 
on March 18, following a service at the Tradex Centre 
(adjacent to the Abbotsford Airport) presided over by 
the Rev. Major Art Turnbull (retired), assisted by the Rev. 
David Price and the Ven. Beverley Stewart. George and Ria 
Ferguson’s dear friends and fellow Anglicans, Wendy Young, 
Douglas MacAdams, Carole and Peter Keighley also took 
leadership roles in the service as intercessor, MC and readers. 
In this day and age it is unusual for a public funeral to be 
held for a public figure using the liturgy of a specific faith 
tradition, in this case the Funeral Service from the Book 
of Alternative Services (BAS), Anglican Church of Canada. 

Presenters offering recollections of George Ferguson 
included: Member of Parliament, the Honourable Ed Fast; 
MLA, Dr. Darryl Plecas; Abbotsford Mayor, Henry Braun; 
and City of Abbotsford Councillor, Patricia Ross. All four 
spoke with considerable fondness and gratitude of George’s 
mentorship, his accessibility as mayor and his legacy to 
the community, which included the amalgamation of the 
communities of Abbotsford and Matsqui, the purchase of 
Abbotsford Airport from the Federal Government and the 
balance he achieved between residential, agricultural and 
industrial development. 

There were a number of references to George’s love for 
and respect of public service and he would often use the 
following phrase to remind those around him in governance 
that, “you are a servant of the people, you are not a master.” 
He was also well known for using the two-word phrase 

“Very Good,” which could mean a variety of things and 
was not always an affirmation that he was satisfied with 
the information that had been presented to him. 

The Rev. Major Art Turnbull’s sermon made reference 
to Revelation 21: 1 – 6 in the scripture reading chosen for 
the liturgy and also to the Gospel reading selected, John 
14: 1 – 7. Early in his address he said: 

“When my wife Gordi and I moved here to Abbotsford in 2010, we 
thought the city would look like it did in 1980 to 1984 when we 
lived next door in Chilliwack. Well, we found this city so changed. 
We had to find our way around during those very first days. We 
located Marshall Road, South Sumas, South Fraser Way, MacCallum, 
Old Yale Road, and a street that began just over there, and ended 
just over there. We had found George Ferguson Way, a street with 
a beginning and an ending.

A few days later I went to St. Matthew Parish Church for the Sunday 
service. There I was introduced to a distinguished looking gentle-
man, George Ferguson and his wife Ria. I had discovered that ‘Way’ 
was not a last name. And I have discovered that George Ferguson 
has a beginning and an ending, and in between he ‘did it his way.’”

Rev. Turnbull continued the reference to the “City of God… 
the Alpha and Omega” highlighting George’s remarkable 
service to his community, his deep commitment to his 
faith and his abiding love for his family through to the 
conclusion of his homily. It was George’s remarkable life 
in public service that Rev. Turnbull highlighted: 

“His Worship, Mayor George Ferguson, he wanted the best for every 
citizen, the tall and the short and the rich and the poor… I was 
touched by the newspaper quote of a citizen that said that George 
had his office located in front of the elevator doors so when you 
stepped off the elevator you could walk right in through his office 
door, a door that was always open to all comers. He was a ‘servant 
of the people’ for 36 years. There was a beginning and an ending, 
an Alpha and Omega.”

Participants in the liturgy included colour guards from 
the Abbotsford Police and Fire Departments, the Surrey 
Firefighters Pipe and Drum Band who led the music in 
worship offering Amazing Grace during the Commendation, 

George Ferguson’s photo for the 2005 Mayoral Election Campaign.  
PHOTO Jean Konda, courtesy of Ria Ferguson

LEFT Asperges over the casket during the Commendation. The Ven. Beverly Stewart, the Rev. David Price, and the Rev. Art Turnbull (retired). RIGHT The Foyer of the Tradex. PHOTOS Randy Murray CONTINUED ON PAGE 11

LEFT The procession. MIDDLE Entrance of the colour guard that followed the procession of sanctuary party and pallbearers. PHOTOS Kevin A. MacDonald RIGHT George and Ria Ferguson’s close friend Carole Keighley reads Psalm 23. PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Douglas MacAdams (left) was the MC and Intercessor for the service and on his right, the four who offered recollections of their friend, colleague and mentor, George Ferguson: Councillor Patricia Ross, Dr. Darryl Plecas, the Hon. Ed Fast, and Mayor Henry 
Braun. RIGHT George Ferguson Jr. offers a personal reflection about his father. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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The Rev. Eric Lowe, priest, died on Monday, February 27, 
2017 in South Surrey, BC.

Eric was born in Athlone, Ireland in 1926, the son of 
George and Mary Lowe.

Eric came to Canada as a student in April 1947 under 
the sponsorship of the Colonial and Continental Church 
Society. He graduated in 1951 with a BA from the Uni-
versity of Saskatchewan and a Licentiate of Theology from 
Emmanuel College, Saskatoon that same year. He was 
ordained to the diaconate in May 1951 and to the priest-
hood in 1952.

Eric also studied fulltime at the University of BC in 
1967 to 1968 while on furlough as a missionary in India. 
He was obviously committed to being a lifelong learner 
with his file filled full of the records of the regular courses 
and seminars he completed.

He served first as rector of Duck Lake and Rosthern in 
the diocese of Saskatoon from 1951 to 1953 and then as 
missionary-in-charge at Loon Lake in the diocese of Sas-
katchewan from 1953 to 1956. From 1954 to 1956 he was 
Rural Dean of Turtleford and a member of the Diocesan 
Executive Committee.PHOTO Courtesy of Ruby Mawira

 In September 1954 he married Margaret Bradshaw.
From 1956 to 1961 he served in parish ministry at 

St. Andrew’s, Lahore in the diocese of Lahore, Pakistan 
and later as missionary-in-charge, Gojra supported by the 
Bible and Medical Missionary Society (BMMS). He was 
appointed as Executive Secretary for the BMMS in North 
India and served from 1963 to 1970 as priest-in-charge of 
St. Paul’s, Landour in the diocese of Lucknow. He became 
Deputy Director for Canada of BMMS from 1970 to 1975. 
He and Margaret served for 19 years with BMMS (now 
Interserve) in Pakistan, India and Canada.

Eric was appointed rector of St. Thomas’ Church, 
Vancouver in August 1975 and then rector of St. Alban’s, 
Burnaby in September 1985. He formally retired in 1993. 
Eric continued to serve in various part-time appointments, 
mostly recently at St. Mark’s, Ocean Park.

Eric was predeceased by Margaret, his wife. He is sur-
vived by his sons, David (Ruby) and Peter (Justyna) and 
grandsons Zack and Andrew.

A memorial service was held at St. Mark’s Church, Sur-
rey on Saturday, March 25. W

The Reverend David Donald George Tatchell
July 1, 1929 – March 15, 2017

The Rev. David Tatchell, 
priest, died peacefully at 
home on March 15.

David was born in 
North Battleford, Saskatch-
ewan on what would have 
been called Dominion Day 
in 1929. He remained there 
until leaving for the College 
of Emmanuel and St. Chad 
(Licentiate of Theology 
1956) and the University 
of Saskatchewan (BA 1957).

David was ordained in 

The Rev. David Tatchell in the early 1990s. PHOTO Courtesy of the Anglican Archives 
of the Diocese of New Westminster and Ecclesiastical Province of BC/Yukon

Saskatoon and appointed as rector of St. Timothy’s Church, 
Saskatoon in 1956 where he remained for ten years. This 
was followed in 1966 with his appointment as rector of 
Christ Church, Calgary before being appointed a Director 
of a Unit at the World Council of Churches in Geneva in 
1980. In 1984, he began work with Legal Services Society of 
BC in Prisoner Advocacy before accepting an appointment 
as rector to St. Theodore of Canterbury, Toronto in 1986.

David returned to the West Coast to take up his min-
istry in the diocese of New Westminster on All Saints’ Day, 
1989 as rector of St. Francis-in-the-Wood, West Vancouver. 
David’s ministry was well appreciated by St. Francis-in-
the-Wood and extensions past retirement were sought 
and granted by the Parish Leadership with the Bishop’s 
agreement.

David served for four years (1997 – 2001) as Chair of 
the Diocesan Unit on Partners in Mission (PiM). During 

The Reverend Eric Lowe
October 5, 1926 – February 27, 2017

George Frederick Ferguson

his tenure a Diocesan Partnership Festival was held in 1998, 
which was met with much acclaim. Bishop Ingham noted 
in his acceptance of David’s resignation as Chair of PiM, 

“Your four years of service enabled us to move ahead with 
a wider knowledge of the Anglican Communion, and a 
greater ability to communicate with that world church.”

David’s priestly gifts continued to be in demand and he 
was appointed as priest-in-charge of St. Edward, Bridgeport 
until August 31, 1999. His ministry continued as priest-
in-charge to work with the merging parishes of St. Nicolas 
and Christ the King, Burnaby until 2002.

David leaves to mourn: his wife, Mary Cottrell, and 
his children Mark, Peter (Regine) and Stephanie; and 
grandchildren Sophie, Teg, Georgia and Kaiza. David was 
predeceased by his daughter Kathryn. 

A celebration of David’s life was held at Christ Church 
Cathedral on Saturday, April 8. W

the Alumni Project Choir, and violinist 
Sonia Hindmarsh.

Following the service, the Ven. Beverly 
Stewart who led the Affirmation of Faith 
(Apostle’s Creed), and served as crucifer in 
the sanctuary party offered this reflection:

“It was such an honour to be a part of sending 
George off. And I give thanks that these past few 
years we have been able to get to know George 
and Ria. It seems like, with George’s passing, 
that an era is passed. That is the journey called 
life — arrival, departure, new life.”

George leaves his wife Ria, 11 children, 17 
grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 10

LEFT Peter Keighley reads the Revelation to John, Revelation 21: 1 – 6. MIDDLE The preacher and principal presider was the Rev. Major Art Turnbull (retired), who was a fellow parishioner of George Ferguson at St. Matthew’s Anglican Church of Canada parish during 
the earlier part of this decade. Rev. Turnbull spoke of beginnings and endings — Alpha and Omega. PHOTOS Randy Murray RIGHT The Hon. Judge Wendy Young took this photo of folks who arranged this Anglican Funeral service for their dear friend George F. 
Ferguson and for his family, wife Ria, 11 children, 17 grandchildren and 24 great-grandchildren. Very Good! PHOTO Wendy Young

LEFT Priest-in-charge of All Saints’, Agassiz, the Rev. David Price reads the Gospel, John 14: 1 – 7. RIGHT The Commendation with the Alumni Project Choir visible behind. PHOTOS Kevin A. MacDonald
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United in Compassion
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On Tuesday evening March 7, The Ecumenical Multifaith 
Unit (EMU) of the diocese of New Westminster (an all 
volunteer ministry group led by a priest of the diocese) 
and Or Shalom Synagogue in East Vancouver presented 
United in Compassion — Multifaith Devotional Service 
with Roundtable Conversations and Dessert at Or Shalom 
Synagogue on East 10th near Fraser Street. The impressive 
turnout of more than 130 folks joined with 15 Vancouver 
area faith leaders, which included Bishop Melissa Skelton 
and Bishop Greg Mohr of the BC Synod of the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in Canada. Most attendees were unaware 
that a bomb threat had been emailed to the Jewish Com-
munity Centre located less than five kilometres away from 
Or Shalom that same night. As it turned out this would 
be the first of two. On March 12 the Jewish Community 
Centre of Greater Vancouver was evacuated for the second 
time in less than a week following another emailed bomb 
threat. But there was not a hint of that kind of hatred and 
fear-mongering at the March 7 gathering, an event that had 
been organized as a proactive response to today’s environ-
ment, in reference to the general perception that there is 
a rise in Islamophobia, anti-Semitism, and an increase in 
tensions regarding a number of societal issues.

This was a two stage event that began with a 75 min-
ute devotional service bringing together — in the words 
of event co-MC Rabbi Hannah Dresner — “a devotional 
bouquet” led by Vancouver faith leaders, followed by 
roundtable discussions and some vegan sweets served in 
the hall downstairs from the sanctuary. And although the 
words, prayers, songs, chants and shared readings of the 
presenting faith leaders were the principal draw what may 
prove to be the biggest success of the evening as far as creat-
ing an ongoing dialogue of compassionate understanding 
was the enthusiastic participation of the those in attendance 
at the roundtable discussions that followed. Each of the 
more than a dozen tables had one or two of the faith lead-
ers ready to assist in facilitating dialogue. The participants 

in the roundatable were asked to introduce themselves, 
offer information about their faith/spiritual tradition and 
discuss two questions:

 • As we live in uncertain times, where do you find glimmers  
  of hope through the lens of your religious/spiritual tradition?

 • How can we, in our daily lives and through our spiritual/ 
  religious tradition, act with compassion to our neighbour? 

The lively discussions that took place around the two 
questions certainly points towards the potential for these 
kinds of gatherings to take place in the future, particularly 
the interactive component. An event like this proves that 
the compassionate love of God is present and alive in the 
diversity of the one human family.

When asked to share a brief reflection about the event 
EMU member Thomas Esakin of St. Paul’s, Vancouver 
had this to say:

“The evening demonstrated anew for me that unity is always much 
easier to realize than separation, for unity in love is what humans 
encounter at their core. As 1 John 4: 8 teaches us: ‘Whoever does not 
love does not know God, for God is love.’ A spirit of love through 
compassion was clearly a uniting presence among participants at 
United in Compassion. 

Over millennia, we humans have been moving in to closer relation-
ship among our cultural and governmental diversity, and the United 
in Compassion evening demonstrated that, with willing intention, 
we humans can also move in to closer relationship among our 
religious diversity.

Sacredness. The evening felt to me like a direct encounter with 
the Divine.

Throughout the night, we witnessed beautifully diverse ways in 
which humanity expresses an encounter with an essence greater 
than an individual self.

It was a real delight for EMU to partner with Or Shalom Synagogue 

Neale Adams’s article Faith Groups Stand Together Against 
Politics of Hate and Fear, in the May 2017 issue of the 
Anglican Journal, has more details about this event.

on the holding of this event. Rabbi Hannah and Zoey of Or Shalom 
were so wonderful to work alongside side. Metro Vancouver is truly 
blessed to have their congregation in our midst.

While interfaith events certainly occur on occasion, this evening 
was rather unique in Vancouver for the breadth in diversity of world 
faith traditions officially participating: Muslims from Sunni, Shia, and 
both of the Rifa’i and Inayati Sufi Order streams of Islam, plus execu-
tive members of the BC Muslim Association; two denominations 
of Judaism (Renewal and Conservative); two sects of Hinduism 
(Sathya Sai Community and the yogic traditions); Zoroastrian lead-
ers; the Baha’i tradition; Buddhism through the Zen tradition; and 
the Anglican, Lutheran and Quaker denominations of Christianity. 
Wow! Such unity in diversity.”

Co-MC, the Rev. Fr. Robin Ruder-Celiz, vicar of St. Mar-
tin’s, North Vancouver and chair of EMU had this to say:

“Our intent in providing this opportunity was to look for a way to 
create a movement and conversation in response to the rise in 
intolerance, racism and violence that has been emerging in recent 
months. As a part of the evening, people were invited to leave their 
names and contact information if they wish to participate in future 
initiatives and conversation. 

As I reflect back on that evening, I realize that there is more that 
unites us as a people of faith from across the religious spectrum 
than what divides us. Each of us in our own way and specific to 
our tradition while being respectful of other traditions described 
a God of compassion, love and tolerance of diversity.” W

LEFT Co-MC, Rabbi Hannah Dresner of Or Shalom Synagogue began the service with the song Olam Chesed Yibaneh, with text from Psalm 89: 3. RIGHT Rabbi Hannah Dresner welcomes 150 people 
to United in Compassion at Or Shalom Synagogue. She acknowledged that the group was meeting on the lands of the Coast Salish First Nations. Rabbi Dresner said, “Every synagogue has a window 
so thatwe can look out on the world and be aware the we all share the same God.” PHOTOS Randy Murray

Prior to the beginning of the devotions, four of the faith leaders wait: Michael Newton of the Mountain Rain Zen Community, Rabbi Adam Stein of  
Beth Israel Synagogue, Bishop Melissa Skelton of the diocese of New Westminster, and Linda Mackintosh of the Sathya Sai Community of Vancouver. 
PHOTO Randy Murray

Sheikh Murtaza Bachoo (Shia Islam: Shia Muslim Community of BC), “The 
compassion of God is unlimited, compassion brings diverse people together.  
May the act of judgment be an act of God, not us.” PHOTO Randy Murray

Rabbi Laura Duhan Kaplan of Vancouver School of Theology. PHOTO Randy Murray

Eric, a member of the Society of Friends (Quakers), “We gather in silence… not 
meditating but waiting to hear the small voice within us that will lead us to an 
experience of God.” PHOTO Randy Murray

Linda Mackintosh (Universal Hinduism: Sathya Sai Community of Vancouver), 
“Sathya Sai is a multifaith organization to encourage all people of faith to become 
better followers of their faith. Love All, Serve All.” PHOTO Randy Murray

Sandra Leigh (Universal Hinduism: Give Peace a Chant Kirtan). 
PHOTO Randy Murray

Ms. Parvin Manshadi (Official Representative of the local 
spiritual assembly of the Baha’i’s of Vancouver), “All humanity 
is created from the same cloth.” PHOTO Randy Murray

Bishop Skelton read two poems, one by an Israeli writer and second by a Palestinian 
poet. PHOTO Randy Murray

Mr. Firdosh Mehta (Zoroastrian Society of BC), “Compassion and righteousness… Let there be Peace on 
Earth and let it begin with me.” PHOTO Randy Murray

More photos on page 14…
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United in Compassion
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

Neale Adams’s article Faith Groups Stand Together Against 
Politics of Hate and Fear, in the May 2017 issue of the 
Anglican Journal, has more details about this event.

on the holding of this event. Rabbi Hannah and Zoey of Or Shalom 
were so wonderful to work alongside side. Metro Vancouver is truly 
blessed to have their congregation in our midst.

While interfaith events certainly occur on occasion, this evening 
was rather unique in Vancouver for the breadth in diversity of world 
faith traditions officially participating: Muslims from Sunni, Shia, and 
both of the Rifa’i and Inayati Sufi Order streams of Islam, plus execu-
tive members of the BC Muslim Association; two denominations 
of Judaism (Renewal and Conservative); two sects of Hinduism 
(Sathya Sai Community and the yogic traditions); Zoroastrian lead-
ers; the Baha’i tradition; Buddhism through the Zen tradition; and 
the Anglican, Lutheran and Quaker denominations of Christianity. 
Wow! Such unity in diversity.”

Co-MC, the Rev. Fr. Robin Ruder-Celiz, vicar of St. Mar-
tin’s, North Vancouver and chair of EMU had this to say:

“Our intent in providing this opportunity was to look for a way to 
create a movement and conversation in response to the rise in 
intolerance, racism and violence that has been emerging in recent 
months. As a part of the evening, people were invited to leave their 
names and contact information if they wish to participate in future 
initiatives and conversation. 

As I reflect back on that evening, I realize that there is more that 
unites us as a people of faith from across the religious spectrum 
than what divides us. Each of us in our own way and specific to 
our tradition while being respectful of other traditions described 
a God of compassion, love and tolerance of diversity.” W

Prior to the beginning of the devotions, four of the faith leaders wait: Michael Newton of the Mountain Rain Zen Community, Rabbi Adam Stein of  
Beth Israel Synagogue, Bishop Melissa Skelton of the diocese of New Westminster, and Linda Mackintosh of the Sathya Sai Community of Vancouver. 
PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT The other co-MC was the Rev. Robin Ruder-Celiz, vicar of St. Martin’s Anglican Church, North Vancouver and chair of the diocesan Ecumenical Multifaith Unit (EMU), “Breathe in the Holy 
Spirit.” RIGHT Imam Mohammad Shujaath Ali (Sunni Islam: Masjid Ul-Haq Mosque), “God created vast diversity, God brings forth beauty and diversity and we recognize the power of creation. Every 
human being is free to choose the religion of their choice. Three qualities: Compassion, Collaboration, and Tolerance.” PHOTOS Randy Murray

Bishop Skelton read two poems, one by an Israeli writer and second by a Palestinian 
poet. PHOTO Randy Murray

Amir Peter O’Loughlin (Universal Sufism: Inayati Sufi Order Vancouver).  
PHOTO Randy Murray

Ms. Seemi Ghazi and David Coskun, (Islam: Rifa’i Marufi Sufi Order). PHOTO Randy Murray

More photos on page 14…
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Celebrating 60 years of generosity!

Imagine That
Dreams, Hopes, and Realities—
Celebrating 60 Years of the Anglican 
Foundation of Canada

Over 100 recipients tell of the 
transforming power of receiving an  
AFC grant.

Canadian Textile Exhibition  
(in)finite
A juried exhibition of some of the most 
exquisite Canadian fibre and textile art 
connecting artists with their spirituality.

Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver, BC 
Official Opening: May 27, 5:00–7:00 pm 

  

Children’s Prayers  
with Hope Bear
Sensitively written and beautifully 
illustrated prayers for liturgical seasons, 
holidays, and special moments in a 
child’s life. $15 each. Available May.   

Anniversary Bear
Hope Bear has not  
passed up an  
opportunity to  
get all dressed up in  
a tailor-made vest and  
snazzy bow tie. $60 each.  
Limited edition of 100  
bears with outfit.

 

Children’s  
Prayers 
with Hope Bear

Text by Judy Rois
Illustrations by Michele Nidenoff

www.anglicanfoundation.org

imagine

t ha t
DREAMS HOPES REALITIES

celebrating 60 years  
of the anglican foundation of canada

There’s more!
• A beautiful choral anthem on the 

theme of thankfulness for parish choirs.

• AFC Historical Timeline offering  
the oportunity to learn about the 
generosity of Canadian Anglicans since 
1957. Perfect for display in parishes.

Request for Proposals          Four one-time grants of up 
t         to $15,000 will be given to a    
          parish or diocese within the 
       Anglican Church of Canada to
     enhance and transform parish
   ministry.

 Submission deadline: September 1.

what you           could do  
with $15,000 …

imagine

United in Compassion
CONTINUED FROM PAGES 12 & 13

LEFT Bishop Rev. Dr. Gregory Mohr (BC Synod, Evangelical Lutheran Church in Canada) read from the 2012 UN Faith Leaders Guidelines for greeting the stranger. “Look with compassion on the whole human family… unite us in bonds of love… the splendour  
of diversity.” MIDDLE LEFT Conservative Rabbi Adam Stein made reference to Isaiah: “For my house shall be a house of prayer for all peoples; Tonight this synagogue is truly a House of Prayer; God does not dwell in the sanctuary but dwells in all people.”  
MIDDLE RIGHT Table discussion with Bishop Skelton. RIGHT Table discussion. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Michael Newton (Zen Buddhism: Mountain Rain Zen Community, Vancouver). In Buddist traditon a spiritual path can be illustrated by a bird. A bird has two wings, wisdom and compassion. “We need to cultivate both.” PHOTO Randy Murray  
RIGHT The volunteer organizing team: Fernando Estes, Donna Wong-Juliani, the Rev. Christine Magrega, the Rev. Fr. Robin Ruder-Celiz, Rabbi Hannah Dresner, Thomas Esakin. Ms. Zoey Green who worked on the team as a representative of Or Shalom with  
Rabbi Hannah Dresner is absent from the photograph. PHOTO Courtesy of Thomas Esakin
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Our House is a Very Very Very Fine House
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

On Sunday, March 5, the faith community of St. Paul’s, 
Vancouver gathered for the Lent I Eucharist. It was also a 
celebration of 40 years of Our House (Our House West Coast 
Society), a sober living facility that was begun, nurtured and 
maintained by Norm Sharkey, ODNW and is now located 
in a suburban house in a Surrey neighbourhood. 

The liturgy began with the community singing a rousing 
rendition of Let There Be Peace On Earth the well-known 
standard written in 1955 by Jill and Sy Miller for Interna-
tional Children’s Day. This musical opening was followed 
by gathering, greeting and opening prayers. At St. Paul’s, 
each Sunday in Lent is begun with Asperges, the sprinkling 
of Holy Water. The Rev. Jessica Schaap used cedar branches 
to distribute the water as the community sang, Have Mercy, 
Lord, On Us.

In the place of a sermon, members of Our House came 
up to the lectern and shared their “Good News” stories 
about Our House, each person taking their turn: Joy, 
Robin, Darren, Barbie, Heather, and Jordie. During this 
sermon-sharing segment incumbent House Manager Gerry 
Oake offered an inspirational and heartfelt testimony of his 
recovery journey and his current role in servant leadership 
at Our House.

As well as Gerry, the half dozen Our House participants 
who spoke made reference to an equal number of recur-
ring themes. Number one is the Christian community, the 
Godliness of Our House, the presence of the love of God 
in the living environment and in the program. Coming a 
close second is the family atmosphere, the mutual care and 
responsibility that the residents come to recognize as com-
munity even though three of the speakers mentioned that 
initially they didn’t care much for House Manager, Gerry 
Oake. They also spoke about the great improvement in 
their own personal happiness, “I can’t put into words how 
I feel… if someone had told me that I’d be happy, that I’d 
feel better inside I wouldn’t have believed them…”

Substance dependency and addiction is a terrible ill-
ness but through subscribing to the Our House paradigm, 
changing patterns of behaviour and ultimately embracing 
sobriety can involve less “suffering” than those who testi-
fied said that they’d experienced in other treatments for 
addiction. 

Two of the folks who spoke revealed that they had been 
victims of sexual abuse as young people, with the results 
being a lifetime of dysfunction in relationships with fam-
ily and friends, but the acceptance, understanding and 
patience that is part of the Our House model creates a 
positive space for hope, hope that people filled with horrible 
memories and self loathing can come to love themselves 
again and through that transition love others.

And then there was gratitude. Gratitude to Norm Shar-
key and gratitude for the ministry of St. Paul’s, Vancouver 
and the commitment the parish continues to live out to 
ensure that Our House endures.

Norm Sharkey, ODNW lead the Prayers of the People, 
and in his inimitable straightforward style he began by 
admitting that as he ages he has a lot of trouble remem-
bering names; however, he can always remember the most 
important name that the Apostle Paul used and that is 

“Love.” He began by praying for a world with less “takers” LEFT The Sursum Corda to begin the Eucharistic Prayer. RIGHT The choir accompanied by Michael Molnar leads One Bread, One Body. PHOTOS Randy Murray

and more “givers.”
Our House continues its work of addiction recovery 

but times are hard and the life of a not-for-profit recovery 
facility is fragile and vulnerable to the effects of diminishing 
resources. Perhaps the words used by Our House’s board 
secretary Lisa Myers in her 40th anniversary appeal letter 
sum thing up best:

“This year has been a particularly difficult year for Vancouver’s ad-
diction recovery community. Everyone has been struck with the 
increasing numbers of those who succumb to their addiction by 
means of fentanyl. The deluge of statistics can be difficult to push 
through as we hear the number of lives lost climbing to new 
and disturbing heights. Our House West Coast Society has been 
continuing the hard work of keeping the doors open and fanning 
the heart’s tiny flame that is recovery. We never thought addiction 
was any less than deadly — we always believed that sobriety and 
mortality are united, and that a life in recovery requires a hard look 
at day-to-day living. 

Our House West Coast Society grows to meet the needs of those 
in the addiction recovery community. The Assisted Living Registry 
(ALR — Our House is now one of over 50 recovery houses located 
in Surrey, all of which have ALR status: provincial, municipal and 
federal governments working in concert to assure a safe place to 
stay while recovery is pursued) funding has worked to stabilize our 
community. Like most families, we have to watch our spending, 
as recovery needs time in a normal home environment. We learn 
the skills needed to survive and build the connections needed to 
flourish in this life. As we learn, we remember to turn to others and 
reach out to pass our lessons along. 

There is a place for recovery at Our House where we minister to 

those making their way back from addiction. Your support of our 
mission is deeply appreciated — connection to community is 
paramount in recovery — St. Paul’s continues to fill this role in the 
growth and recovery of Our House staff and residents.”

The Eucharist on March 5, was an uplifting experience and 
exemplified the qualities of worship that are most trans-
formative, compassion and hope. During the Offertory, the 
congregation sang along with The Hollies 1969 recording 
of the Bobby Scott and Bob Russell classic He Ain’t Heavy, 
He’s My Brother with many in the congregation meeting the 
challenge of singing along with Allan Clarke’s soaring tenor. 

During Holy Communion the choir lead the singing 
of the hymn, One Bread, One Body accompanied on the 
piano by Music Director/Organist, Michael Molnar and 
then the community sang along with a recording of the 
Anne Murray 1978 #1 hit recording of Randy Goodrum’s, 
You Needed Me. Music in worship concluded with the last 
song which was the 1970 recording of Crosby, Stills, Nash 
and Young’s Our House, written and sung by Graham 
Nash who as some may know sang the harmony parts to 
Allan Clarke’s lead vocal in The Hollies recording that was 
featured earlier. 

There is no question that the Rev. Jessica Schaap with 
the entire St. Paul’s community are committed to and sup-
portive of this shared ministry that although sometimes 
difficult to maintain due to revenue shortfalls and other 
challenges is a blessing to so many. Your support of Our 
House West Coast Society would be much appreciated. You 
can contact Our House through the St. Paul’s Office or visit 
their CanadaHelps donation page at www.canadahelps.org/
en/charities/our-house-west-coast-society. W

LEFT Asperges during the Sundays in Lent with the Rev. Jessica Schaap. MIDDLE LEFT Joy. MIDDLE RIGHT Darren. RIGHT Norman Sharkey, ODNW was the intercessor. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Our House’s House Manager, Gerry Oake with an inspirational “share.” MIDDLE Robin. RIGHT Jordie. PHOTOS Randy Murray

LEFT Heather and Barbie. RIGHT Tom Esakin of the Diocesan Ecumenical Multifaith Unit (EMU) exchanges the Peace with retired priest of the diocese of New Westminster, the 
Rev. John Charnell. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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Wardens & Treasurers Training Day for 2017
RANDY MURRAY
Communications Officer & Topic Editor

More than 60 Wardens and Treasurers of the diocese of New 
Westminster attended the annual information session pre-
sented by Bishop Skelton and the staff of the Synod Office 
on Saturday, March 11. The day began with social time 
from 9 am to 10 am followed by Morning Prayer, 10 am to 
10:20 am (many thanks to Glen Mitchell for supplying the 
piano accompaniment for the hymn, Glorious Things of Thee 
Are Spoken) with the morning program content consisting 
of two plenary presentations, the first by Bishop Skelton 
and the second by Business Administrator, Rob Dickson. 
Worship and the plenary presentations took place in the 
sanctuary of St. John’s, Shaughnessy (SJS). 

The training day began with MC, Tasha Carrothers, 
Ministry Resource Associate on Synod Staff asking for 
questions from the plenary that would be unpacked and 
discussed at the final plenary session scheduled for around 
3:30 pm. Tasha has primary responsibility for developing 
and administrating the Consultant’s Group, a key com-
ponent in the diocesan parish development program. The 
questions that were submitted included:

 • How to prioritize a Parish (or Church) Council agenda? 

 • Evaluating a priest’s ministry? 

 • What are some best practices for conflict resolution? 

 • Is there guidance and/or networking opportunities available  
  for purchasing computer systems and software? 

 • How to act as a liaison between the congregation and  
  ordained leaders?

Bishop Skelton began her presentation by preaching a short 
sermon focused on the second reading heard that morning 
at Morning Prayer, 1 Peter 2: 4 – 10 on the topic of “being 
chosen.” After the sermon the bishop introduced all the 
members of staff that were present that morning. As each 
staff member stood up in the nave of SJS after their names 
were called they were greeted by enthusiastic applause. The 
primary purpose of the bishop’s plenary teaching session 
was to communicate practical information about roles. She 
focused on the various roles: wardens, treasurer, trustees, 
bookkeeper, priest, parish council members, and envelope 
secretary. And all of this exists within the context of the 
bigger picture of one of her episcopal priorities that the 
diocese develops and builds community. Bishop Skelton 
built on the list of parish roles that the wardens and trea-
surers had been given in their learning materials for the 
day to include all the levels of the structure for “we are 
all connected, it is a diocesan structure.” She said that the 
Canons of the Diocese are “not like your car’s operating 
manual” this ministry requires teamwork for “we as Chris-
tians don’t believe that the nuts and bolts operation and the 
spiritual nature of the community are separate — we are 
ALL TOGETHER, clergy, wardens, treasurers — a team.” 
Using teaching models the bishop led the group through 
the material leaving time for small groups discussions of the 
questions, “How does it work at your place?” and “What’s 
working well, what are the ‘pinch points’?”

The Business Administrator of the diocese, Rob Dickson 
was next to speak and his topic was Managing Resources. 
He presented a clear and comprehensive overview of the 
responsibilities of wardens and treasurers, focusing on: 

 • Property management
 • Rental oversight
 • Risk management
 • Payroll
 • Monthly and annual financial reporting

 • Data security, storage, backup 

And he put in some good words about the Pre-Authorized 
Donation (PAD) parish-giving program administered by 
the diocese.

Next on the agenda was lunch prepared by Bette Geddes 
and Associates caterers, served buffet style in the Trendell 

Lounge.
After lunch at approximately 1 pm, the two groups split 

up, with the treasurers remaining in the Trendell Lounge 
and the wardens gathering in the Conference Room. For 
more than 90 minutes treasurers were presented with

CONTINUED ON PAGE 17

LEFT Bishop Skelton presenting at the morning plenary in the sanctuary of SJS. PHOTO Amy Thorogood RIGHT Director for Planned Giving and Stewardship Development, Glen Mitchell accompanied the hymn at Morning Prayer. PHOTO Randy Murray

Diocesan Controller, Shailene Caparas (second from right) chats with folks from  
All Saints’, Burnaby during the morning gathering time in the Trendell Lounge.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

LEFT Rob Dickson. RIGHT MC, Tasha Carrothers begins to solicit questions from the plenary in hopes of filling the blank flipchart pages behind her. PHOTOS Randy Murray

Shailene Caparas speaks to the treasurers in the Trendell Lounge. PHOTO Randy Murray
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Reception of Ayoob Shawkat Adwar  
as Priest in the Anglican Church of Canada
STEPHEN ROWE
Rector of the Anglican Parish of the Church of the Epiphany; Archdeacon of Fraser

A small but significant piece of history was made at the 
Anglican Parish of the Church of the Epiphany (Epiphany), 
Surrey on Sunday, March 26 when Bishop Melissa Skel-
ton received and recognized the priestly orders of Ayoob 
Shawkat Adwar. Father Ayoob is understood to be the first 
Chaldean priest to become an Anglican priest in its history. 
In addition, he is the first priest in the diocese to be fluent 
in Arabic and Aramaic (the language Jesus spoke). He also 
speaks Italian. 

Gathered for this service were friends and family, Angli-
cans from Epiphany and St. Helen’s, Surrey, clergy of the 
diocese as well as members of the Chaldean community. 
Ayoob’s father, Shawkat Shammas was Bishop’s Chaplain 
for the liturgy. 

Ayoob’s family began to arrive in Canada over five years 
ago and now living in the Surrey area are his mother and 
father, four sisters, two brothers and their respective families, 
in addition one sister and her family live in Turkey. 

Ayoob originates from near Mosul (Nineveh) and was 
ordained deacon and priest in the Chaldean tradition in 
2008. Later he travelled to Italy, where after learning Italian, 
completed his Masters in Social Pedagogy. It was during 
these years that he first experienced the Anglican tradition 
when studying in Rome and travelling in Europe.

In 2014, Ayoob travelled to Canada and in the fall 
of that year was granted Refugee Status as his life was in 
danger if he returned home to Iraq. Around this time a 
group of Chaldeans started to attend worship on Sundays 
at Epiphany. Soon after, a twice a week Rosary service was 
initiated and Anglicans and Chaldeans shared the building 
in partnership together, learning about one another’s cul-
tural and religious traditions. Advent 2014 Bishop Skelton 
granted permission for a Chaldean Rite Mass to take place 
at Epiphany, which continued every week through the 
end of February 2017. Through regular meetings the two 
leadership groups learned to share Holy Week and other 
festivals as well as joint social events. Anglicans attended 
Chaldean worship and vice versa.

Father Ayoob declared early on that he wanted to test 
his vocation as an Anglican priest. A discernment process 
included: meeting with clergy; taking courses at Vancouver 
School of Theology (VST); and mentoring by the Execu-
tive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas Fenton to develop his 
Anglican formation. Ayoob also completed a yearlong 
internship with the Rev. Stephen Laskey and the people of 
St. Helen’s, Surrey. It was here that Bishop Melissa Skelton 
confirmed Ayoob as an Anglican on the fourth Sunday in 
Advent, December 18, 2016. 

The formation complete, Bishop Skelton welcomed 

The Rev. Stephen Laskey, rector of St. Helen’s, Surrey, Ayoob and Bishop Skelton, 
December 18, 2016. PHOTO Jos Laskey

Father Ayoob into the diocese and the Anglican Church 
of Canada to serve as a curate. He will continue to work 
alongside an experienced priest as he begins his priestly 
ministry as an Anglican.

The Epiphany faith community and I have been 

The Reception and Recognition Eucharist on March 26 took 
place two days after this issue of Topic went into final layout. 
For detailed coverage of the liturgy please visit the diocesan 
website news pages at www.vancouver.anglican.ca/news. We 
also plan to include coverage of the liturgy in the summer issue 
of Topic. • Editor

Ayoob is confirmed by Bishop Skelton on December 18, 2016. PHOTO Jos Laskey

Fr. Ayoob Adwar and the Ven. Stephen Rowe pray over the baptismal candidates at a 
combined Chaldean/Anglican Baptism liturgy, February 2015. PHOTO Randy Murray

privileged to work in partnership with the Chaldean com-
munity for three years now. At the time of this writing in 
mid-March 2017, a new Chaldean priest has arrived locally 
and Epiphany continues to work in collaboration with this 
community, many of whom live very close to the parish’s 
location on 148th Street in North Surrey. We are delighted 
to see Father Ayoob come to this moment in his life when 
he continues his priesthood but in a new tradition. He 
brings a wealth of life experience, as well as the knowledge 
of many languages and therefore offers to his new diocese 
many gifts to lead and develop congregational life. 

It has been a delight to see Ayoob make this faith jour-
ney and for this moment of being received and recognized 
as a priest to come to fruition. It is wonderful that this new 
calling began here at Epiphany where Ayoob has been so 
much a part of our corporate life for these last few years. 

We will continue to pray and offer support as he enters 
this new phase of his ministry knowing that he will do 
the same for Epiphany. And together we will hold in our 
thoughts and prayers the Chaldean community who live 
and worship in Surrey. W

information by: Controller, Shailene Caparas; Rob Dick-
son; and Director for Planned Giving and Stewardship 
Development, Glen Mitchell. The treasurers were presented 
with the following information: 

 • Accounting expectations 
 • Audit requirements 
 • Banking 
 • GST 
 • CRA, Federal Government
 • Tax receipts
 • Securities
 • Data backup

And again there was time allotted for Q&A.
During this same period from 1 to 2:40 pm the wardens 

were meeting in the Conference Room, listening to and 
interacting with presentations from: Archivist, Melanie 
Delva; Administrative Assistant/Screening in Faith Facilita-
tor, Phil Colvin; Executive Archdeacon, the Ven. Douglas 
Fenton; and Bishop Skelton. In the evaluations that were 
distributed and filled out at the completion of the day 
many wardens commented on Melanie Delva’s PowerPoint 
presentation and also on Bishop Skelton’s coverage of the 
diocesan Clergy Commitments that had recently been 
workshopped, approved and distributed. 

Archdeacon Fenton spoke about the canonical process 
and he answered questions about this complicated and 
oft misunderstood operation that had been submitted in 
advance by those who had registered for the day. 

Phil Colvin gave a thorough, concise and detailed 
explanation of the need for Screening in Faith, the Screen-

Wardens & Treasurers Training Day for 2017
CONTINUED FROM PAGE 16

ing in Faith submission process and the responsibilities of 
parish officers regarding Screening in Faith and the safety 
and security of their communities. 

At 2:45 pm both groups returned to SJS for the remain-
der of the day with Tasha Carrothers as MC. 

The final plenary session included Managing Resources 
Part 2 led by: Rob Dickson, Melanie Delva, Phil Colvin, 
and Archdeacon Fenton. 

Rob spoke about the critical need to pay careful atten-
tion to mail from any level of government and he gave an 
overview of the diocesan/parish insurance coverage. Phil 
and Archdeacon Fenton spoke about the diocesan Sexual 
Misconduct Workshops and the Anti-racism training 
program. 

During Archivist Melanie Delva’s presentation in her 
secondary (but no less important) diocesan role as Diocesan 
Privacy Officer there were a number of wardens who asked 
why it was against the privacy legislation to circulate a 
birthday greeting or get well card through the parish email 
list to which Melanie replied that if you break into some-
body’s house and all you do is clean the bathroom, you’ve 
still broken into somebody’s house and committed a crime. 

The session ended with Q&A and the distribution of the 
evaluation sheets. The responses on the sheets were for the 
most part extremely positive, with a number of responders 
saying that although they had attended this workshop in 
the past, the 2017 version was by far the best yet. W

LEFT Linda Burton, warden at St. Matthew’s, Abbotsford rented a car for the 150 km round trip. She had booked a compact but was upgraded at no extra charge to a brand 
new Audi SUV. RIGHT Lunch. PHOTOS Randy Murray
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• The Long, Long Night of Hope 2017 •

SUBMISSION Donna Lawrence
What are we doing for the people in our com-
munity that need help?

When Flo Legebokow asked that question 
at St. John the Evangelist’s annual vestry in 
February 2016, she probably had no idea 
she was inspiring a new fundraiser that 
would have participants sleeping in their 
cars to raise over $10,000 for the North 
Vancouver homeless shelter.

Parishioner Donna Lawrence had 
recently read an article about a United Way 
fundraiser in Peel, Ontario called The Lon-
gest Night. In this fundraiser, participants 
raised money to support the homeless by 
sleeping in their cars for a night. Donna 
was keen to take part, and looked for 
similar fundraisers in the Lower Mainland 
but nothing available seemed right to her. 
When Flo spoke up at the vestry meeting, 
pieces started fitting together in Donna’s 
mind, and a fundraiser was born.

“I took part in The Weekend to End 
Breast Cancer a few years ago. By using an 
online fundraiser and sharing the link with 
friends and family, I was able to raise a lot 
of money very quickly. It occurred to me 
we could do that, too.” Donna approached 
the Rev. Patrick Blaney, rector of St. John’s 
with the germ of a plan: recruit volunteers 
to raise funds through an online platform 
they can share through social media, and 
subsequently forward the funds raised to 
assist the homeless. Rev. Blaney lent his 
support and invited her to present her idea 
to Church Council which was met with 
unanimous approval. Donna and co-chair 
Raili Mazurek covered every base. They 
approached The Lookout Society in North 
Vancouver and gained their support. They 

On March 6, the diocese, the ecclesiastical 
province, the national church and thou-
sands of individuals wished the Most Rev. 
Douglas Hambidge a very happy birthday. 
It was a milestone birthday, #90 for the 
Archbishop.

Archbishop Hambidge served as Bishop 
of Caledonia from 1969 to 1980; as Bishop 
of New Westminster, 1980 to 1993; and as 
Metropolitan of the ecclesiastical province 
of British Columbia and Yukon, 1981 to 
1993. Archbishop Hambidge was born 

On February 28, 2017, the Rev. Liz Hamel 
resigned as Anglican Chaplain at Vancou-
ver General Hospital (VGH). Rev. Hamel 
continues in her curacy ⅓ time at St. John’s, 
Shaughnessy. 

As of this writing in mid-March Ms. Liz 
MacDonald is currently providing coverage 
until a new chaplain is appointed. 

Many thanks to PJ Janson of St. James’ for 
forwarding to diocesan communications 
two videos of the processional and reces-
sional hymns from the Celebration of a 
New Ministry, the installation of the Rev. 
Canon Fr. Kevin Hunt as the 12th rector of 
St. James’ on Candlemas (The Feast of the 
Presentation of Our Lord) on February 2, 
2017. You are encouraged to go online and 
view them at https://tinyurl.com/kyul5r7 
and https://tinyurl.com/lrfjfwe.

As well as being in parish leadership Dr. 
Janson is the Assistant Organist at St. James’ 

• VGH Chaplain •

• Happy Birthday Your Grace! •

• Hymn Videos •

PHOTOS Courtesy of The Parish of St. John the Evangelist, North Vancouver

PHOTO Wayne Chose

researched online fundraising programs, 
chose one and created an online presence 
and followed up by liaising with RCMP, 
newspapers and other parishes on the North 
Shore. With seven registered participants, 
the parish of St. John’s now had The Long, 
Long Night of Hope 2017 in process.

The online site launched at the end of 
January 2017. For four weeks, participants 
shared their online fundraising pages with 
friends and family through email, Face-
book, Twitter, and more. They begged, 
cajoled, shared and shared again. And in 
just four weeks, those seven people raised 
over $10,000. Donations came in from all 
over the world.

But raising money wasn’t the only 
goal — they also wanted to raise awareness. 
On the evening of February 25, 2016, with 
temperatures down around zero, Alison 
Brookfield, Kathleen Deans, Raili and 
Donna spent the night in their cars in the 
parking lot of St. John’s (approximately ⅓ 
of homeless people sleep in their vehicles), 
while Christie Smith, Yasmine Bia and Rev. 
Blaney, joined by their friend Juanita Clark, 
camped out in the church’s sanctuary. From 
their uncomfortable beds they tweeted and 
streamed live on Facebook, sharing their 
experience with family and supporters. It 
truly was a long, long night, but it was 
a night filled with fellowship, celebration 
and hope. 

The parish of St. John’s is already looking 
towards next year and The Long, Long Night 
of Hope 2018, with dreams of expanding 
the fundraiser beyond the North Shore and 
involving other Anglican churches on the 
Lower Mainland. W

The Executive Archdeacon, the Ven. 
Douglas Fenton put out a call for applica-
tions for interested people with the neces-
sary qualifications as required by the VGH 
Spiritual Care and Multifaith Services 
department. Deadline for applications was 
early April. More information about the 
results of that search will be forthcoming W

in England, served in the armed forces in 
World War II and was ordained in 1953.

There was a joyful celebration in honour 
of his natal day at the Parish of All Saints’, 
Ladner on Sunday, March 5. Rector of 
All Saints’, the Ven. Elizabeth Northcott 
reported that all the members of the family 
except for one grandson were in attendance 
and a great time was had by all. 

This is also an opportunity to publish 
Wayne Chose’s great photo from March 
1, 2014. W

and he arranged these two hymns, Lift High 
the Cross and Ye Watchers and Ye Holy Ones 
for congregation, choir, brass, timpani, 
percussion and organ.

Cliff Caprani of All Saints’, Ladner 
was the videographer and he edited this 
initial audio track. Matthew Mctavish of St. 
James’ recorded a high fidelity soundtrack 
which will may be used in future versions 
of audio and video recordings released to a 
wider audience. Please refer to the St. James’ 
website for updated recordings at www.
stjames.bc.ca. W

It was with gratitude and happiness that 
diocesan communications received an email 
from a senior staff member at the Anglican 
Journal on Monday, March 13 announc-
ing that the Anglican Journal Appeal results 
had been tabulated and again in 2016 as 
in many previous years the generosity of 
Anglican Journal and Topic readers continues 
to be outstanding.

Gross donation revenue in 2016 totaled 
$497,121.79 from 9,408 donors. Of this 
amount $168,190.74 is being shared with 
the diocesan partners of which Topic is a 
partner. 

In the diocese of New Westminster 

• Anglican Journal Appeal •

504 donors (9.3% of subscribers) donated 
$27,557 which after expenses and the 50% 
split with the Anglican Journal resulted 
in Bishop Skelton receiving a cheque for 
$10,116 to be accounted for on the revenue 
line of the Topic budget. 

Since the inception of the Anglican 
Journal campaign it has generated over $9.8 
million in donations with the majority of 
donations coming from previous donors. 
Without the dedicated support from these 
readers, the Anglican Journal and many of 
the diocesan newspapers would have great 
difficulty in publishing the newspapers. 

Again, many, many thanks! W
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Members of St. David’s Community Choir 
entered the church nave March 3, each car-
rying a humble leek (one of two emblems of 
Wales), leaving no doubt that the evening’s 
concert was launching the parish celebra-
tion of its Patronal Festival. 

Nor will anyone forget the melodi-
ous sound of traditional Welsh selections 
Calon Lân and Suo Gan, which were part 
of a program of readings, poetry and music 
marking the life and legend of St. David. 
Maggie Weaver gave the Prelude reading 
in Welsh, while Readers John Hedgecock, 
John and Mary Horton, Bev Marr, Juliana 
Marks, and Val Hicks, spoke their parts in 
English. All contributed to a portrayal of 
the 6th century Celtic monk, abbot and 
bishop, who became patron saint of Wales 
and namesake of Tsawwassen’s Anglican 
parish. 

Choir director Lesley Sutherland’s own 
arrangement of several anthems added 
further to her selection of appropriate 
hymns such as Cwm Rhonadda, some of 
which were repeated on Sunday morning 
in the presence of the Rt. Rev. Melissa 
Skelton. Despite an unexpected snowfall, 
Bishop Skelton arrived as planned and 
was Celebrant at both services on March 5. 
Following lunch that featured Cawl cennin 
(leek soup) and picau ar y maen (Welsh 
cakes) the Bishop and Diocesan Chancel-
lor George Cadman, co-chaired the parish 

At 10 am on Tuesday, March 14 the Synod 
Staff of the diocese of New Westminster 
gathered in the kitchen shared by the Synod 
Office and St. John’s, Shaughnessy for the 
traditional birthday song and a piece of cake 
to mark the birthday of the Bishop of the 

On Thursday, March 16, the Synod Office 
and Bishop Skelton were hosts to the Rt. 
Rev. Dr. Fred Sheldon Mwesigwa from the 
Ankole Diocese, Church of Uganda. The 
Cathedral Church is St. James’ in Ruharo. 
Bishop Fred was enthroned the 5th Bishop 
of Ankole on June 18, 2010.

Bishop Fred and his friend Michael 
Musherure, an English Teacher from White 
Rock who is a parishioner at St. Mark’s, 
Ocean Park visited the Synod Office to 
speak with Bishop Skelton on a number of 
topics and also to raise awareness for the 

• Tsawwassen Parish Marks Patronal Festival •
SUBMISSION Elizabeth Murray, ODNW

• Birthday Cake for Bishop Melissa •

• Episcopal Visitor •

LEFT Folks at the reception: Al Wakarchuk, ODNW; Jennifer Tilbury; Dawn Repin; and Elizabeth Murray, ODNW. RIGHT The Rev. 
Denise Doerksen with Bishop Skelton. PHOTOS John Horton

PHOTO Randy Murray

Michael Musherure, Bishop Melissa Skelton and Bishop Fred Mwesigwa visit diocesan communications headquarters.  
PHOTO Randy Murray

vestry meeting.
The Rev. Denise Doerksen, interim 

priest-in-charge, orchestrated the weekend 
events with gracious poise, and gratitude to 

those parishioners who within the Season of 
Lent had turned purple into red. W

East Africa Revival Museum located on 
Ruyaro Hill, Mbarara Town, Uganda. 

The museum which is a mission of 
Ankole Diocese through displays and 
archival information covers the story of 
the great spiritual revival movement that 
revolutionized East African life and society 
in the 1930s.

The 100-year-old house has been the 
home of the five bishops of Ankole Diocese. 

For more information please email 
museum@ankolediocese.org. W

Caring for Seafarers and their Families
604 253 4421 

www.flyingangel.ca

Get on board with us

Bishop Skelton prior to the procession on March 5, 2017 
beside the statue of St. David. PHOTO John Horton

LEFT The Choir of St. David’s with daffodils. RIGHT Listening to the Rev. Stephen Thompson read the Gospel. PHOTOS John Horton

POVERTY

VIOLENCE

St. Mary's Kerrisdale Anglican Church

doing justice in a 
post-colonial world

Saturday May 13, 2017
8.45 am - 4.00 pm

diocese of New Westminster, the Rt. Rev. 
Melissa Skelton. Bishop Skelton’s spouse 
the Rev. Eric Stroo had to remain in Seattle 
for work, however he’d arranged for a deli-
cious Angel Food, fruit and whipped cream 
cake to be served on “the day.” W
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Treat your soul to one of the upcoming 
concerts at St. Philip’s, Dunbar. Tickets at 
the door.

The Early Music concert on Sunday, 
May 14 at 4 pm for voice and harpsichord 
features Jane Long (soprano) and Christina 
Hutten.

The Early Music concert on Sunday, 
May 28 at 4 pm is, Kindertotenlieder by 
Gustav Mahler featuring mezzo-soprano 
soloist Martina Govednik with the NUBC 
chamber orchestra.

Find out more about the concert series 
at www.stphilipsdunbar.com or by phone 
at 604.224.3238. St. Philip’s, Dunbar is 
located at 3737 West 27th Avenue. W

The bi-annual election of diocesan officers, 
governance and program gathering of the 
diocese of New Westminster returns to the 
Italian Cultural Centre (ICC), May 26 and 
27, 2017

Co-chairs of Synod Planning, Simon 
Johnston, ODNW and Frances Fagan 
both parishioners at Holy Trinity, White 
Rock began meeting with Bishop Skelton 
in the fall of 2016, however on March 8 
they attended the March 2017 Synod Staff 
meeting and shared some information 
about the 117th Synod. 

The theme for the Synod is Hold Fast 
to What is Good a quote from 1 Thessalo-
nians 5: 21.

There will be a number of important 
decisions addressed at the 2017 Synod and 
a full agenda of worship and programmatic 
events. The Synod will also elect members 
of Diocesan Council, General Synod Del-
egates (who will participate in the 2019 
General Synod of the Anglican Church 
of Canada in Vancouver in 2019) and a 
number of other diocesan leadership and 
governance positions. 

• Diocesan Confirmation Eucharist • May 13 •
Saturday, May 13 at 10:30 am at Christ 
Church Cathedral. W

• Early Music Concerts at St. Philip’s •  
• May 14 & 28 •

• The 117th Synod of the Diocese of New Westminster • May 26 & 27 •

Frances Fagan and Simon Johnston at Synod Staff meeting, March 8, 2017. PHOTO Randy Murray

• Ordinations • June 24
Saturday, June 24 at 10:30 am at Christ 
Church Cathedral. W

A Sample of Diocesan Events for Spring 2017

Information about Synod 2017 will be 
posted on the news pages of the diocesan 
website and in the dedicated Synod section 
of the diocesan website at www.vancouver.
anglican.ca/about/synod as that informa-
tion becomes available. 

Because of the timing of Synod 2017 
and the Anglican Journal and Topic publica-
tion schedule there will not be any Synod 
coverage in Topic until the September 2017 
issue. W

Margaret Warwick, ODNW, long time 
parishioner at St. Catherine’s, Port 
Coquitlam and outgoing president of 
the diocesan branch of Anglican Church 
Women (ACW) will be installed as National 
President of the ACW at the National Con-
ference June 15 to 18 in Ancaster, Ontario.

Margaret was invested into the Order of 
the Diocese of New Westminster in 2013 
and was elected president of the diocese 
of New Westminster ACW in 2014. Her 
three-year term officially concluded at the 
ACW AGM April 22, 2017 at St. George’s, 

• ACW Leadership News •

Margaret Warwick. PHOTO Sheila Puls

Maple Ridge. During the Eucharist, which 
is a central focus of the AGM, former ACW 
vice-chair for social justice and St. Cuth-
bert’s parishioner, Gail Revitt was installed 
as president of the diocesan ACW. 

Margaret is returning to her hometown 
of Edmonton after 50 years so that she can 
be close to all of her children, grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren. In her final letter 
to the ACW of the diocese printed in the 
ACW newsletter, Margaret wrote: “I want 
to express my sincere and heartfelt thanks 
to each and every one of you — you are an 

amazing group of women with MANY and 
varied talents and the love you show to oth-
ers is immeasurable. I think that the words 

of Mother Teresa apply to you all — ‘We 
can do no great things, only small things with 
great love.’” W

Gail Revitt with Archbishop Fred Hiltz, October 26, 2016. PHOTO Randy MurrayGail Revitt. PHOTO Courtesy of Gail Revitt

Panic Attack
Scripture for Reflection • Genesis 15 & Genesis 21: 1 – 7
HERBERT O’DRISCOLL
Retired Priest of the diocese of Calgary; Former Rector of Christ Church Cathedral, Vancouver & Dean of the diocese of New Westminster

If you have experienced a panic attack you 
will know the feeling of desperation it can 
bring. A mild attack can make you feel you 
are losing control; a major one can make 
you feel that you are dying. 

We don’t associate holy scripture with 
panic attacks, but one of the reasons the 
library of the Bible has remained impervi-
ous to time is that so much of it is about 
the realities of human experience no matter 
in what age one lives. 

Abraham is the father figure of three of 
the world’s great religions: Judaism, Islam 
and Christianity. Yet there is an occasion 
when we see this magnificent human being 
consumed by abject fear and doubt.

The occasion comes at the height of 
Abraham’s eventful life. He has followed 
what he understands to have been a divine 
call to emigrate southwest into an utterly 
unknown future. Here in what would 
one day be called Palestine and Israel, his 
extended family is now a powerful tribe, 
unchallenged in the area. 

Yet it is precisely at this juncture that 
Abraham suddenly plummets from the 
height of confidence to the pit of despair. It 
happens in the early evening hours. It may 
have sprung from exhaustion. It could have 
been worry about some event during the 
day. He suddenly knows he must be alone. 
He walks out of the vast encampment, his 

mind in turmoil. He tries to regain confi-
dence. Yes, he has large tracts of lands and 
herds. Yes, he has a huge community that 
trusts him and looks to him for leadership. 
Yes, he has the love of a magnificent woman, 
his most faithful Sarah. 

But in spite of such thoughts the dark 
shadow sweeps over him, gripping him 
with chilling power and forcing him to his 
knees on the still warm sand. Behind him 
the evening campfires are being lit. Not 
wishing to be seen he scrambles to his feet 
and walks further into the desert. He feels 
the weight of vast responsibility. So much is 
at stake. Yet one supremely important thing 
is missing. He and Sarah have no family. 

In that long ago world, no son means no 
future. He has always had a stubborn sense 
of destiny about his life. He has always been 
certain that the God before to whom he has 
sacrificed and prayed had a future for him. 
There would be a son and heir. Again he 
listens for the echo of that promise, hearing 
nothing but the silence of the wadi.

Doubt grips him. Can he really trust 
this God who promises? What if his sense 
of destiny is an illusion? Torn between 
trust and doubt he looks up to where the 
stars form a glistening carpet of light. He 
has felt himself destined for so much. Is 
he a deluded fool to have left everything

CONTINUED ON PAGE 21
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A Response to Medical Assistance in Dying
ASHELY JOHN MOYSE
Post-Doctoral Fellow in Theology & Science, Regent College

I sat recently at an event with anticipation 
to hear from two seasoned physicians and 
medical researchers who have laboured 
diligently at the frontiers of Medical Assis-
tance in Dying (MAiD) — one whose work 
in Oregon extends across two decades; 
another whose encounter with MAiD 
occurred “surprisingly” 18 months ago. 
I was expecting the physicians to offer a 
careful and articulate account of the law 
and practice of MAiD from the context of 
their respective experiences in Oregon and 
British Columbia. Yet I did not expect the 
speakers to swiftly diminish questions of 
ethics with a slight of hand that reveals law 
to be the principal guide of human con-
duct and the sole justification for human 
action. Neither did I expect the speakers 
to set aside the moral ambiguities MAiD 
raised, especially considering our pluralistic 
society. Nor did I expect the discussion to 
fail in considering the place in which the 
conversation was held — the Conference 
Room of the Synod Offices of the Anglican 
Diocese of New Westminster, a place where 
theology must be relevant to those (at least 
to some) in the audience. But that is what 
I encountered. 

To be fair, however, I did encounter a 
descriptive summary that detailed the prac-
tices of MAiD in the respective jurisdictions 
of the speakers. The focus was on the history 
in the courts and subsequent legislative 
processes and policies. The assumption, 
without argument, was that such practices 
in medicine were right and just — and the 
adoption of MAiD in certain US jurisdic-
tions and the removal of the ban and subse-
quent legislation in Canada was a triumph 
of progressive clinical practice and care for 
those confronting pain, suffering, and the 
threats of death. Further discussions about 
the variety means of MAiD were also raised, 
demonstrating both similarity and differ-
ence between Oregon and Canada. And 
finally, the speakers discussed the reasons 
why persons might pursue MAiD — and 
it is this that I want to speak about further.

The reasons given for persons who 
pursue MAiD, setting aside several other 
alarms for further enquiry and probing 
analysis, are enough to draw one to ask 
additional questions that are not answered 
by the crude legal, clinical, and practical 
problems the physicians narrated. It is with 
such questions that I want to probe further 
to demonstrate the failure of the speakers to 
present on the topic judiciously and their 
subsequent failure to see in such detail a 

significant dilemma that both philosophy 
and theology allow us to see and demand 
that we raise! 

As displayed on the PowerPoint presenta-
tion, a series of reasons and corresponding 
statistics (percent of persons who record 
reason) were given for those persons who 
might enquire about and pursue MAiD. 
Such reasons included poor pain control 
(26%) and prohibitive costs of treatment 
(3%) in a brief secondary list. But the prin-
cipal list, which included a series of values 
that ill health and disease might thwart and 
constrain, raised questions of despair as I 
listened to the presenters discuss patient 
motivations for MAiD. The list included 
diminished sense of autonomy and control 
(91% and 47%, respectively), reduced par-
ticipation in activities of daily living (90%), 
perceived or threatened loss of dignity 
(77%), and sensitivity of becoming a bur-
den for others (42%). And so, whether one 
can observe these losses immediately or at 
some future state of impairment, the argu-
ment is that such reasons do serve as the 
warrant for patients to procure the means to 
end their lives “on their own terms,” “with 
dignity intact.” But I argue such reasons are 
demonstrative of despair — and we ought 
not to advocate for persons to die in despair. 
Allow me to explain further.

Many applaud the institution of medi-
cine and its corresponding understanding of 
how the body works, including how it dies. 
It is the physician who prides themselves in 
understanding how one lives and dies. But 
this reveals a particular modern value that 
must be assessed: that being the capacity to 
do with that knowledge, that is, the modern 
will to power: to know, to understand, and 
to control.

And so, it is no wonder we also discover 
in end-of-life morality modern notions of 
control and freedom for self-determination 
and from limitation. The same type of 
infatuation with power-from-knowing is 
reflected in the morality to be exercised by 
the infirmed and the dying. 

Particular notions of individual — or 
self-determining — agency (or autonomy) 
flourish in such discourse. The self-sufficient 
individual is the ideal moral agent that 
modern Western society has learned to 
value. Such an individual is thought to be 
at the helm of fate — that individual is seen 
as the one imbued with the reason and will 
to control ones own destiny. Once again, 
this may be regarded as a chief value of our 
Western society.

Yet what happens when such a value 
goes unfulfilled? What happens when we 
fail to achieve such ends?

To answer such a question, let me turn 
us to the study of nihilism and its questions 
of meaning, including the limits of mean-
ing, in our modern medicalized world.

Many believe that life is meaningful in as 
much as it relates to something else — spe-
cifically, in relation to those values or ideals 
that we pursue. In our society, we value 
will, reason, and technology, for example. 
Correspondingly, we value the exercise of 
individual autonomy to determine and to 
control nature, including human nature, 
by such means. 

So, life is meaningful when we can 
exercise such capacity and control.

Yet nihilism, in general contrast, is the 
sense of meaninglessness when the values 
for which we struggle are not there — when 
we aim for such ends, but discover we aim 
at and achieve nothing.

In medicine, there are several values for 
which both physician and patient struggle. 
Yet in the face of terminal and irremedi-
able diagnoses and futile interventions, the 
movement from meaningful to meaningless 
is quick. 

Under such circumstances, the logic 
of nihilism might function as such: if 
one cannot exercise ones capacity for self-
determination and self-sufficiency, or the 
institution of medicine cannot wield its 
power for controlling the mechanics of 
living, then the ideals of modernity have 
failed and life is dissolved of its value — and 
so we despair. 

Despair is the haunting response to such 
failure. And, as the philosopher Gabriel 
Marcel argued, despair antagonizes human 
existence, tempting it incessantly. It tempts 
one to death, anticipating the very destruc-
tion of life itself — whether our own or that 
of the other. Thus, Marcel forewarns that 
we are capable of despair, capable of hugging 
death, of hugging our own death. 

And “hugging our own death” is a 
particular posture that might be exempli-
fied in the modern turn towards MAiD, in 
which both patients and physicians come 
to hug death. 

So now, for the individual hugging their 
own death, we proffer more medical services 

to aid their despair, in a sense affirming their 
worthlessness, but all-the-while safeguard-
ing the illusion of meaning for the physician, 
and their guild, because of the capacity to 
bring forth death by will — to control death 
by our knowledge of it.

The trouble I have with the modern turn 
to control dying in such circumstances is 
not the technology used to palliate pain 
and to mediate the experiences and expres-
sions of dying, per se. Rather, the trouble I 
have with modern medicalized dying is the 
rejection of existence that corresponds with 
despair — connected with such rejection 
are the patient’s feelings of functional loss, 
reductions in sense of self and agency, and 
fears concerning future burden, discomfort, 
and the like. 

Such despair is akin to asserting life as 
wholly disposable and utterly unworthy 
of existence in its present state. Despair, 
then, is an act of denying one’s self as 
being an instrument of hope with and for 
others, regardless of the state of health or 
sickness one might be in — and it is that 
question of hope, of its meaning during 
times of tragedy and personal catastrophe 
that compels me to challenge the rhetoric 
presented as normative because of the legal 
protections and parameters of MAiD. Such 
rhetoric challenges me to raise questions of 
the foundation of hope such that one might 
not die in despair! 

We ought not to want such a death — 
even if the illusions of dignity, of control, 
and of benefit are presented with the full 
supports of clinical best-practice and legal 
precedence. 

Rather, we ought to be aiming for a bet-
ter response to MAiD, but not necessarily 
to frustrate continued progress in clinical 
measures and competent care when people 
are confronted with the limits and frailty 
of human life. Rather the church ought to 
be thinking discerningly about a response 
for medicine; to reflect further, perhaps, 
on the following questions: Should we not 
be diligent to think again and again about 
what it means to flourish as a human being, 
even unto death by medical means and the 
provision of care executed by the helping 
professions? Is it not our responsibility to 
think again about how one might die in 
hope rather than despair? W

Ashley Moyse (amoyse@regent-college.edu) is the postdoctoral fellow in theology and science 
at Regent College. He is a research associate at Vancouver School of Theology and Trinity 
College Theological School, University of Divinity (Melbourne). He is the author and editor 
of several publications including Reading Karl Barth, Interrupting Moral Technique, and 
Transforming Biomedical Ethics (Palgrave, 2015). He is also working on a project that takes 
up the themes of despair and hope one might see in both the discussions about and reality of 
medical assistance in dying.

Panic Attack

familiar? 
As he doggedly walks on, the peace of 

the desert calms him. After all, his God has 
brought him to this point. His people are 
strong. Morale is high. But again comes 
the thought of his childless marriage. What 
proof has he that the future is assured? He 
is appalled to hear himself sobbing. 

The sound of a small animal gives him 
the idea of making a sacrifice. He knows 
there are youths on night guard duty. They 
will assist him without questioning. The 
small wooden pile is set alight, the animals 
quickly and efficiently slaughtered; the 
smoke ascends to the night sky. His des-
perate silent prayer is made. He is appalled 
to see a terrible omen appear in the shapes 
of carrion vultures alighting out of the 
shadows, greedy for the burnt flesh newly 
offered to an absent God. 

He would never be sure what happened 

at that late evening hour. He must have 
slept from sheer exhaustion. Dreams had 
come, nightmares interspersed by what 
seemed short visits from a Presence that 
spoke of a future where suffering and sac-
rifice would have to be paid for the future 
he and his people hoped for. Afterwards he 
recalled a flaming torch; perhaps the last 
flames of the sacrifice beside which he had 
fallen asleep. And somewhere in his dream-
ing he heard a promise made once again, “to 
your descendants I give this land…”

In the years ahead there would be other 
such wrestlings between faith and doubt. 
Until one day his beloved Sarah would 
come to him with the news he had thought 
he would never hear, “Who would have ever 
said to you” she asked him, “that I would 
nurse children? Yet I am about to bear you a 
son…” And her laughter echoed across the 
hills and valleys where a people dwelled. W

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20

“Should we not be diligent  
to think again and again  

about what it means to flourish 
 as a human being,  

even unto death  
by medical means and the 

provision of care executed by  
the helping professions?  

Is it not our responsibility  
to think again about how  

one might die in hope  
rather than despair?”
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Book Review
CAROL TULPAR
Mentor at Simon Fraser University’s Southbank Writer’s Program & a freelance writer & blogger

Simon Choa-Johnston has enjoyed a long 
career in Canadian theatre. He’s worked as 
a playwright, director, and Artistic Director, 
most recently at the Gateway Theatre in 
Richmond, BC where he is currently the 
Artistic Director Emeritus (A feature inter-
view with Simon Choa-Johnston can be found 

on page 11 in the May 2016 issue of Topic 
which can be read online at www.vancouver.
anglican.ca/news/may-2016-topic • Editor). 
So it is no wonder that his tale began as 
a play. Needing a larger canvas, it soon 
morphed into an absorbing historical novel. 

Set in the second half of the 19th 

century, the story opens in Calcutta at the 
height of the opium trade, and quickly 
lands the reader in Hong Kong, then 
the staging port for opium exports into 
China. I was fascinated by the details of 
growing, harvesting, packaging and sell-
ing opium — then legal. Beguilingly, the 
characters were inspired by the lives of the 
author’s ancestors. As I devoured the book, 
I played the game of wondering which 
part was history (or memory), and which 
was fiction.

The action begins when Emanuel, a 
younger brother from a Jewish trading fam-
ily in Calcutta, defies his father’s prohibition 
against the opium trade. With two partners, 
he grows rich developing new markets for 
high quality opium in the Chinese interior. 
Having gained the confidence of local busi-
nessmen in Hong Kong, Emanuel spends 
an increasing amount of time there. Even-
tually he falls in love with Pearl, 20 years 
his junior and the daughter of his Chinese 
business partner. Besotted, he builds her a 
lavish mansion and asks her to marry him.

However, this means abandoning his 
first wife back in Calcutta. Before leaving 

My First Year • UPDATE
HOWIE AIDAN
Multifaith Chaplain, Heathrow Airport Limited, London, England; Priest of the diocese of New Westminster on Leave of Absence with Permission to Officiate 

Rounding the corner by The Brickmakers 
pub I push hard against the pedals, already 
anticipating the climb at the end of the 
street over the Grand Union Canal, fol-
lowed by the sharp turn of the bicycle trap 
at the bottom of the overpass, and the even 
steeper incline taking me above the tracks of 
the Great Western Railway. Schoolboys in 
uniform are careening down the slope in the 
opposite direction on their mountain bikes 
as, huffing and puffing, I reach the top. The 
immediate effort over, I instinctively raise 
my head to take in the first view of my des-
tination: three miles due south stands the 
control tower at Heathrow Airport, a lone, 
300-foot sentinel faithfully guiding a steady 
stream of aircraft into and out of port.

Some of the airport managers with 
whom I work find it odd that someone with 
such good environmental bona fides — an 
avid cyclist who doesn’t own a car, a former 
Green Party member in the Netherlands, a 
regular volunteer with A Rocha — should 
choose priestly ministry at an international 
airport. Perhaps it’s something akin to Jesus 
hankering to be found among the “sinners?” 
Anyway, blaming airports for the environ-
mental impact of air travel is to my mind 
close enough to shooting the messenger; the 
real problem is that jet fuel, unlike every 
other fuel, is still not taxed — at all! — in 
most jurisdictions. Governments have been 
loath to see the price of air travel truly reflect 
its cost to the environment. If we were 
willing to take that one step we would see 
a dramatic change in the environmental 
impact of the air industry.

It has been a year since I left the dear 
people of Holy Spirit in Whonnock and 
headed back to my first love in ministry, to 
the ever-dynamic and demanding world of 
airport chaplaincy. And not just any chap-
laincy: London’s Heathrow airport boasts of 
75 million passengers a year and 75 thou-
sand employment positions. The Multifaith 
Chaplaincy consists of 25 chaplains from 
six different major world faiths — Buddhist, 
Christian, Hindu, Jewish, Muslim and 
Sikh (in alphabetical order, as I’ve learned 

to say them) — operating from one legacy 
Christian Chapel and ten multifaith prayer 
rooms across four terminals.

Two years ago the airport authority, 
Heathrow Airport Ltd., took the initiative 
to create my position — Head of Multifaith 
Chaplaincy — recognizing a need to better 
integrate the Chaplaincy into airport opera-
tions, hoping to “up the game” as it were, 
on training, deployment, accountability 
and communication. A year in, and I see 
my job as covering four areas: 

 1. Working with the airport’s legal team  
  and faith group partners to establish  
  a more fitting governance structure for  
  the Chaplaincy.

 2. A complete overhaul of Chaplaincy  
  operations so that our activities dovetail  
  with other departments and allow us to  
  better meet the needs of staff and  
  passengers.

 3. Establishing the Chapel of St. George as  

PHOTO Courtesy of Howie Adan and Heathrow Airport Ltd. Communications

Simon Choa-Johnston. PHOTO Emily Cooper

India for Hong Kong, he had married 
Semah, a crippled girl who came with a 
large dowry that he used to establish him-
self in the opium business. When she hears 
of Emanuel’s defection, she sails to Hong 
Kong in search of her errant husband. Once 
there, she confronts Pearl in a scene full of 
surprises. Without giving away too much, 
I can reveal that neither wife is willing to 
retreat from the airy hilltop mansion called 
Kingsclere. 

This standoff ignites the novel’s narrative 
drive: Can a man live peacefully with two 
different but equal wives in the same house? 
Can these women overcome their jealousy 
and competitiveness? Is the curse on the 
sons of opium traders real? In the second 
half of the book, the consequences of the 
characters’ decisions made me turn the 
pages so fast sparks flew off my fingertips.

Upon its release last May, The House of 
Wives hit the Globe and Mail bestseller list. 
It’s already being reprinted, and a meander 
through some local libraries revealed that it 
has become quite the darling of book clubs. 
And no wonder: strong female characters 
locked in the prison of their era, in an exotic 
location with the same husband, a man who 
was named by the local newspaper as “The 
Foremost Opium Trader in Hong Kong.” W

  a centre for art, learning and culture for  
  the airport community. 

 4. Finding a new formula for multifaith  
  prayer room design that makes them  
  pleasant places to be and meets the  
  needs of a greater number and diversity  
  of users.

Initially I thought the five-year contract 
would be more than enough time, that by 
the end of year three I would be wonder-
ing how to keep myself busy. However, 
shortly after arriving, an English friend who 
knows both Heathrow and the Chaplaincy 
commented that I’d be lucky to secure the 
necessary changes within ten years! I admit 
that adapting to the English management 
culture has been more of a challenge than I 
expected. What at first appeared to be a con-
sensus-based management style is in reality 
an exercise in successive buck-passing; 
nobody, it seems, wants to make a decision 
until everyone has had the chance to decline 
the opportunity and hand the project on to 

someone else! Only when things have gone 
full circle is any action — very circumspect 
action — taken. Oh well, it’s not wrong; 
it’s just different (my therapist assures me 
I’ll be fine).

In the meantime, I miss the diocese of 
New Westminster very much. Yes, of course, 
London is a fantastic place to live for a few 
years and we are enjoying it immensely. 
But I miss the optimistic, open-minded, 
liberal mind-set of Vancouver and her 
Church. I find myself tuning in online to 
CBC Vancouver as I cook supper or do the 
dishes, eager to maintain the ties with the 
other world that is so precious to me. And 
it was such a delight, such an affirmation, to 
receive Bishop Melissa’s official notice of my 
Leave of Absence and Permission to Officiate, 
knowing that “THAT’s where I belong!”

Please, I value your prayers. I look 
forward to being with you again. And, if 
you want to keep up with how it’s going 
at Heathrow, find your way to my blog at 
howieadan.com. W
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Youth Transforming the Unjust Structures  
of Society for Women & Girls

CAITLIN REILLEY BECK
Diocesan Children’s & Youth Ministries Coordinator

For two weeks each year around International Women’s Day 
on March 8, thousands of delegates from governments and 
civil society gather at the United Nations (UN) in New 
York City for the annual Commission on the Status of 
Women. As part of civil society, faith based organizations 
such as the Anglican Church send delegates to participate 
in the Commission. This year, the International Anglican 
Women’s Network in Canada was represented by a delega-
tion of eight youth and young adults, and their chaperones 
at the 61st Commission on the Status of Women. Included 
in this group were eight people from various parishes in 
the diocese of New Westminster. 

This represents a significant increase in the number of 
young people as a part of the Canadian Anglican group at 
the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women 
(UNCSW) and represents continued growth in this respect 
for our diocese since we were first represented by teen 
delegate Evie Byrne in 2014. The Rev. Terrie Robinson, 
Director for Women in Church and Society at the Angli-
can Communion Office in London said this about why it 
is important to increase the involvement of young people 

in this event:

“It is essential that Anglican youth and young adults are enabled 
to speak into processes and decision-making that will have a 
significant impact on their lives and well-being, and to bring the 
formative values of their faith to a broader arena. Young people 
are under multiple pressures the world over but have the potential 
to bring hope and energy to transforming those things which 
would thwart their own human flourishing and the thriving of 
others — especially where they are given opportunities to advocate, 
network and learn from others.”

One of the most significant pieces of advocacy and learning 
that this group of young people participated in while in 
New York was a meeting with a member of the staff of the 
Permanent Mission of Canada to the UN, Cameron Jelin-
ski. This served as an opportunity for our group to share 
the issues from their own contexts in Canada, and from 
their experience attending events and session at UNCSW, 
which they believed Canada needed to be advocating for 
at this year’s commission. In preparation for the meeting, 
the youth delegation prepared the following statement, 
which they read to begin their conversation at the mission.

As Canadian Anglican Youth Delegates, we have come together 
to the United Nations Commission on the Status of Women, to 
observe, learn, and participate in the project of increasing women’s 
empowerment around the world and at home. We would like to 
use this opportunity to bring attention to the following issues that 
we as youth still feel need to be addressed. Based on our discus-
sions with one another and delegates from around the world, our 
priorities include: Missing and Murdered Indigenous Women and 
Girls, Reproductive Justice, Sexual Health Education, and Gender 
and Sexual Minorities.

Missing & Murdered Indigenous Women & Girls 
We want to highlight the need for Canada to ratify the UN Declara-
tion on the Rights of Indigenous People as promised. We believe 
Canada should prioritize listening to indigenous families, voices, 
women, and scholars and incorporating their needs, insights, 
and leadership into the action and research done. As indigenous 
advisors have suggested, we strongly believe in prioritizing the 
accountability of law enforcement at the levels of individual of-
ficers and policy. 

Changes in government policies that contribute to missing and 
murdered indigenous women, particularly through criminalizing 
indigenous women’s lives should be addressed. Criminalizing 
women’s lives is instrumental in their marginalization and in forc-
ing them into unsafe conditions where they risk losing their lives. 
One key example includes Bill C-36 (The Exploited Persons Act), 
which criminalizes sex work. Indigenous women, migrant women, 
and poor women are overly represented as sex workers. Bill C-36 
is consistently denounced by sex workers as both criminalizing 
their lives, making their jobs riskier, and providing barriers to the 
implementation of ways that sex workers keep themselves safe. 
Bill C-36 contradicts Canada’s work around missing and murdered 
indigenous women and girls, and demonstrates a failure to listen 
to indigenous women’s own concerns and solutions. 

Reproductive Justice 
Reproductive health services have been highlighted as a key priori-
ty for the Trudeau government. Currently New Brunswick continues 
to break federal Canadian law with it’s abortion restrictions and has 
created a two-tiered medical system where wealthy people have 
access to private services that the largely low income population 
of New Brunswick does not. Not only are people forced to pay out 
of pocket for services that the province is legally contracted to 
provide and make accessible, when they can’t they are forced to 
travel across borders, or attempt highly dangerous DIY solutions. 

We also want to highlight the need for a national prescription 
coverage plan in order to make birth control more accessible. 
Birth control in Canada is not accessible to many people, including 
teenagers. Teenagers have less access to medication for financial 
reasons and because of physical barriers, which make it more 
difficult for them to get to a doctor or access parent’s medical 
insurances while maintaining confidentiality. 

Another part of reproductive justice is ensuring that people can 
raise their children in safe and supportive environments. Child and 
family services across Canada too often spend resources remov-
ing children from their families instead of prioritizing support for 
families to stay together. Child removal policies criminalize poverty 
and most often affect indigenous, racialized, poor and single par-
ent families. We want to encourage the government to respond 
to the Canadian Human Rights Tribunal’s ruling from January 2016

CONTINUED ON THE BACK PAGE

Aili from St. Brigid’s and other youth delegates from around the world, present the outcome document from the CSW Youth Forum to notable guests including Denmark’s 
Equal Opportunity Minister and Canada’s Minister for the Status of Women, Maryam Monsef and the deputy Ambassador to the UN Commission on the Status of Women, 
Lakshmi Puri. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck

LEFT Jessi, Alicia, Ceilidh, Willow and Sierra pose with the UN and Canadian flags at the reception held by the Canadian Mission to the UN. RIGHT Members of the youth delegation 
look on and listen as Sierra, from the diocese of Niagara, reads from the youth delegation’s statement at the Permanent Mission of Canada to the UN. PHOTOS Caitlin Reilley Beck

Youth and young adult delegates pose for a photo with adult delegates from the Anglican Church of Canada and Cameron Jelinski, after their meeting at the Canadian 
Mission. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck
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concerning its provision of services to indigenous children, and 
increase funding levels until these children and youth have equal 
access to all other young Canadians. 

Sexual Health Education 
Other members of our group are also concerned with access to 
sex positive, knowledge based sex education and are concerned 
at the clear and unjust disparities between provinces and their ap-
proaches, resources, and standards for sexual health education. The 
lack of accountability of provinces in the provision of sexual health 

education and the very different realities that young Canadians 
face across the country are inexcusable and easily fixed with a little 
political will. Sex education should be inclusive of the experiences 
of people of all genders, sexualities and levels of ability. It should be 
sex positive and fact based. It should include discussions of consent 
and how sex should feel good both physically and emotionally. 

Gender & Sexual Minorities 
We support Bill C-16, which amends the human rights, act to 
include gender identity and gender expression to the list of 
prohibited grounds of discrimination. This bill provides vital pro-
tection for queer and trans communities. Currently, queer youth 
are disproportionately represented amongst homeless youth and 
youth in care. Intersectionality must be a part of addressing issues 
faced by gender and sexual minorities since indigenous, racialized, 
and disabled youth who are queer and trans face increased risk of 
violence, poverty and discrimination. 

  Sincerely,  
  The Anglican Youth Delegation 
  • Clare Urquhart 
  • Karen Urquhart 
  • Willow Martin Seedhouse 
  • Aili Peterson McIntyre 
  • Marnie Peterson 
  • Alicia Armstrong 

 • Ceilidh Gibson 
 • Sierra Robertson-Roper 
 • Sarah Lloyd 
 • Caitlin Reilley Beck 
 • Jessi Taylor W

LEFT On Thursday, March 16, Anglican and Episcopal delegates from all over the Anglican Communion lead Ecumenical Women’s morning worship about Lydia, one of the biblical women whose stories were explored each morning during worship. 
RIGHT Canadian Minister of the Status of Women, the Hon. Maryam Monsef, poses with all the Canadian youth who participated in the CSW Youth Forum this year. PHOTOS Caitlin Reilley Beck

Flags fly on a windy day outside the North Lawn building at UN Head Quarters in 
New York. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck

Members of the delegation join hands in a sending prayer during their last morning 
worship at UNCSW. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck

Members of the youth delegation link arms with other delegates at Ecumenical Women’s public witness event, Link Up to End Gender Based Violence.  
PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck

LEFT Delegates from the various Christian organizations that make up Ecumenical Women gathered from around the world, extend their hands in blessing during the opening 
worship at UNCSW61. RIGHT Dancing with delegates from around the world at Ecumenical Women’s worship. PHOTOS Caitlin Reilley Beck

The Rev. Dionne P. Boissiere celebrates as members of Ecumenical Women complete 
their “link up to end gender based violence” public action. PHOTO Caitlin Reilley Beck


