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DENYING JESUS 
CMBC August 18 , 2013                                                                    Matthew 26:1 – 50 

 

If we were trying to impress people with the leadership of Jesus and his 
training of His disciples, we would never include the story of the betrayal and 
denying of Judas and Peter. It would seem to us as an embarrassment to the 
character of Jesus, that even some of those, who knew him best, would 
choose to deny him. 
 
Yet God includes this story to show us, that even those closest to Him are in 
desperate need of a Saviour.  
 
Here is the lesson we learn from Judas and Peter:  

 When we get impatient with God and take things into our own hands, 
we will become deniers of Jesus.  

 And when we are shocked by our greatest failures, God still offers us 
His grace and forgiveness. 

 
Here we have two different stories, but both have the same problem.  

 One of them ends up in despair and bitterness  

 The other in repentance and forgiveness. 
 
You know these stories well, but let’s be reminded of what is going on in the 
heart. 
 
1. THE CHALLENGE TO BEING FAITHFUL  

You and I will always be challenged to be faithful to God, and the disciples 
were constantly challenged to keep trusting Jesus. 
 
a. Judas’ reasons for betrayal 

i. Judas was chosen by Jesus to be one of his disciples 
ii. He was part of all the teaching and mentoring Jesus gave his 

disciples 
iii. There was no question in the minds of the other disciples that 

Judas was anything but a devoted faithful follower of Jesus 
1. When Jesus talked to the disciples about a betrayer, they did 

not suspect Judas 
2. He was a gifted, trusted disciple 



 

2 
 

iv. Judas was committed to what he thought would be a success for 
Jesus’ purposes and he believed that Jesus was missing the 
opportunity 
1. So he took things into his own hands 
2. His downfall was that he could not trust Jesus’ judgements 
3. He couldn’t see as Jesus saw 
4. He became so disillusioned with Jesus that he was willing to 

betray him. 
v. It didn’t make sense to him 

1. Why should there be suffering? 
2. He knew better than Jesus 
3. He may have intended to provoke Jesus into action 
4. I am sure that he thought he had heard from God 
5. Or he had given up on Jesus “He can’t deliver...” 
6. Had Judas just talked it through with Jesus, or even consulted 

the other disciples. But he went it alone. Tragedy!  
7. He had lost trust in Jesus 

 
b. Peter’s reasons for denial 

i. Peter’s story is different but stumbling with the same problem 
ii. Peter had a deep commitment to Jesus 
iii. But he too couldn’t make sense of what Jesus was saying about 

suffering and dying. 
iv. He thought he had the power to help Jesus 

1. Talking sense into Jesus head 
2. Taking a sword with him to protect Jesus 

v. Then, when Jesus was arrested, he realized that not only was 
Jesus in trouble but he too was in trouble and could die 

vi. That is when he took things into his own hands and lied about his 
relationship to Jesus 

vii. He too had lost trust in Jesus and took things into his own hands 
 

c. Our subtle betrayal 
We may not see ourselves in the same category as these two, but in 
subtle ways we to face the same challenges of trust and faithfulness 
as did these two disciples. 
 
i. When what is happening doesn’t make sense to us 

1. What is God doing? 
2. Or what is God not doing? 

ii. Especially in hard times,  
1. times of struggle 
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2. we have our own terms of success 
3. what we thing should be God’s success 

iii. We become critical of God, of what God is or is not doing 
iv. We can’t wait for God 
v. We take things into our own hands, or like Judas loose trust or 

even become bitter. 
 

2. RESPONSDING TO THE REALITY OF BETRAYAL  
a. Judas’ regret was that he had failed 

i. He “repented” but again, in his way – threw the money back at the 
religious leaders and took his own life 

ii. Again, he took matters into his own hands 
iii. He wouldn’t come to Jesus for help, to find out what change were 

needed in his life 
iv. He couldn’t humble himself before God 
v. Instead there was a bitterness  

 
b. Peter’s regret 

i. Peter realized his own weakness and betrayal and wept, bitterly 
wept. 

ii. He humbled himself 
iii. Jesus was waiting for him on the shore 
iv. Jesus didn’t rehears all of Peter’s failure 

1. Jesus asked, “Do you love me?” 
2. Jesus says, “Go feed my sheep, my lambs.” 

v. Peter still had things to learn, but was willing to let Jesus take care 
 

c. Facing out failure 
i. Facing the reality of taking things into our own hands 
ii. Having been impatient with God 
iii. Taking things into our own hands 
iv. Be honest and humbled before God 

 
3. THE CROSS IN THE FACE OF BETRAYAL  

All of this happened around the events of the cross. 
 
a. The cost of betrayal 

i. The betrayal didn’t put Jesus into the hands of those who sought 
to kill him 

ii. The sin of betrayal is exactly why he died 
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iii. He died to take the punishment for this sin, the sin of not trusting 
God 
 

b. The offer of redemption – forgiveness 
i. Rather than kicked out and condemned, Jesus was ready to 

provide redemption and forgiveness for Peter 
ii. Even possible for Judas had he only come, humbly repenting and 

accepted Jesus forgiveness 
 

4. COMPLETE COMMITMENT TO FOLLOW JESUS  
We could like Peter say that we would never deny Jesus. But we are as 
vulnerable as he was. 
 
What can we do to avoid becoming deniers? 
 

 It begins with a total commitment to follow Jesus  
Not just a casual follower but like Peter, a passionate, total 
commitment 
 

 But there is more:  
Trust God no matter what, especially when you don’t understand 
 

 


