
 

November 8th, 2020  

Singing our Song of Faith in Extraordinary times! 

CLIFF AVENUE UNITED CHURCH 
www.cliffavechurch.com  

1600 Cliff Ave, Burnaby, BC V5A 2K2 
Minister:  Rev. Jennifer Goddard-Sheppard 

 Music Director: Perry Dickison  
Office Administration:  Pam Athey 

 Tel: 604-420-2621;  cliffave@shaw.ca 
Office hours:  1 – 5 pm Tuesday through Friday 

(please call first as we sometimes work from home during pandemic) 

 
GATHERING MUSIC  In honor of Remembrance Day 

“Prayer of St. Francis” (music by Sarah McLachlan) 

Performed by Sarah McLachlan 

and students from The Sarah McLachlan School of Music. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=agPnMxp5Occ 

 
Lord make me an instrument of your peace. 

Where there is hatred let me sow love. 
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Where there is injury, pardon. 
Where there is doubt, faith. 

Where there is despair, hope. 
Where there is darkness, light. 

And where there is sadness, joy. 
O Divine Master, 

grant that I may not so much seek to be consoled 

as to console, 
to be understood as to understand. 

To be loved as to love. 
For it is in giving that we receive, 

it is in pardoning that we are pardoned. 

And it's in dying that we are born to eternal life. 
Amen. 

Call to Worship 
Come. Come softly. Come singing. Come sorrowing or 

in joy. Come prayer filled and in wonder. 

Come empty seeking to be filled.  Come now. Come 

worship, you, whom God made for love. 

Opening Prayer and Prayer of Unburdening 

God, who creates, sustains and redeems all life, we 

come seeking your disturbing presence and comforting 

peace.  We praise you for the joy of being your people.  

May your Spirit be with us and move within us, in this 

time of worship.  Give us hearts that hear your Word 

and minds that are open to the transforming power of 

your love.  Amen.   (Silence / Light your candle) 

God of great abundance, we confess that we do not 

always use your gifts to the fullest.  We hoard them. Or 

we waste them. Or we abuse them.  Forgive us. 

Restore us. Renew us.  Amen. 

Opening Hymn: “Christ Be Our Light”  

(composed by Bernadette Farrell) 

Sung by the Sunday 7pm Choir 

Recorded live at St. Francis De Sales Church, Ajax, Ontario. 



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tr5XhaRaL0M 

 
Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 

Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
Make us your own, your holy people, 
light for the world to see. (Refrain) 

 
Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 

Shine through the darkness. 
Christ, be our light! 

Shine in your church gathered today. 

 
Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 

Longing for hope, many despair. 
Your word alone has pow'r to save us. 

Make us your living voice. Refrain 

 
Longing for food, many are hungry. 

Longing for water, many still thirst. 
Make us your bread, broken for others, 

shared until all are fed. Refrain 
 

Minute for Mission  (included with Scripture recording) 
(reader:  Lucas Athey) 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-

bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

A Mish-Kid of China: Betty Gale 

The United Church of Canada has a rich history of saints 

who have gone before us but whose influence is still being 
felt. For many in the west end of Toronto, it was one 
strong, kind woman who showed those who encountered 

her just what amazing things Mission & Service can do. 

Betty Gale (née Thompson) was one of these saints. Betty 

grew up in China as one of several “mish-kids” born to 
missionary parents in North China. She returned in the 
1930s, after nursing training in Canada, at the urging of 

Dr. Robert McClure, and it was there that she met and 
married Dr. Godfrey Gale. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Tr5XhaRaL0M
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings


They had their first child, Margie, just before the 
Japanese invaded China in 1941, which led first to house 

arrest and then three years of internment in POW camps 
around North China. Betty kept a journal of her family’s 

time during the war, detailing the poor treatment and 
horrible conditions of the buildings they lived in. But even 
during the worst times, Betty was always able to find 

something funny or hopeful to share. 

The Second World War took its toll on the missionaries. 

Years later, Betty and Godfrey gave a painful account of 
the illness and death of Eric Liddell, a Scottish missionary 
and athlete in the 1924 Olympics, another mish-kid who 

had returned to China to work within his family’s mission. 
His story became famous in the 1981 movie Chariots of 

Fire. 

The missionaries’ passion for making a difference in the 

lives of people in other parts of the world, as well as at 

home, has inspired many to follow in their footsteps. 

Betty and Godfrey’s story and passion live on in those 

they have influenced. Thanks to Mission & Service, they 

are part of a great cloud of witnesses that The United 

Church of Canada of today is built on. We will remember 

them! 

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of 

your life, thank you so much! If you have not given, 

please join us in making Mission & Service giving a 

regular part of your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is 

at the heart of our Mission & Service. 

Scripture Readings   

Psalm 70     

To the leader. Of David, for the memorial offering. 

Be pleased, O God, to deliver me. 

   O Lord, make haste to help me! 

Let those be put to shame and confusion 

   who seek my life. 

Let those be turned back and brought to dishonour 



   who desire to hurt me. 

Let those who say, ‘Aha, Aha!’ 

   turn back because of their shame. 

 

 

Let all who seek you 

   rejoice and be glad in you. 

Let those who love your salvation 

   say evermore, ‘God is great!’ 

But I am poor and needy; 

   hasten to me, O God! 

You are my help and my deliverer; 

   O Lord, do not delay! 

 

Matthew 25:1-13  

‘Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten 

bridesmaids took their lamps and went to meet the 

bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were 

wise. When the foolish took their lamps, they took no oil 

with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with their 

lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them 

became drowsy and slept. But at midnight there was a 

shout, “Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet 

him.” Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed 

their lamps. The foolish said to the wise, “Give us some of 

your oil, for our lamps are going out.” But the wise 

replied, “No! there will not be enough for you and for us; 

you had better go to the dealers and buy some for 

yourselves.” And while they went to buy it, the 

bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with 

him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 

Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, “Lord, 

lord, open to us.” But he replied, “Truly I tell you, I do 

not know you.” Keep awake therefore, for you know 

neither the day nor the hour. 

 

Response:   For the Living Word  We sing Praise! 



Reflection       Rev. Jen 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-

bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

Musical Reflection  
“I Want to Walk as a Child of the Light” 

Words and Music by: Kathleen Thomerson  / Arranged by 
Mark Hayes (Hope Publishing) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=KfDuT5-NCfM 
 

Offering and Prayers of the People 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-

bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

The Disciples Prayer (The Lord’s Prayer) 

The Mormon Tabernacle Choir & Orchestra 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=8B40yGSO4O4 

 

Sending Forth 

Go out in Jesus’ name with ready hands to bring God’s 

kingdom into this world.  Go out to bring love and 
justice into a world of hurt and pain, knowing that God 
is with us always.  Amen. 

The Peace 

May the Peace of Christ be with you!   

And also with you. 

Closing Hymn  ““Great is Thy Faithfulness”  

(arranged by Mary McDonald) 

Hope Publishing – 2017 

(music and lyrics included in the video) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wSmlLusp_No&list=R

DQXtfIE6jSYQ&index=22  
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