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Worship at Home 

7th June 2020 

 

Trinity Sunday 

 

 
 
 

 

  



A candle, symbolising Christ’s presence, is lit. 

 

We Gather 

 

CALL TO WORSHIP 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ 

the love of God and the fellowship 

of the Holy Spirit be with you. 

And also with you. 

 

Open our lips, O Lord: 

And we shall declare your praise. 

O God, make speed to save us. 

O Lord, made haste to help us. 

Glory to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit: 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

Let us praise the Lord. 

The Lord's name be praised. 

 

Let us worship God. 

 

Majesty https://youtu.be/WEqQatxRCiw 

Praise The Father, Praise The Son https://youtu.be/8PuRklGzVbc 

 

PSALM 8 
1O Lord, Our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the Earth! You have set 

your glory above the heavens. 
2Out of the mouths of babes and infants you have founded a bulwark because 

of your foes, to silence the enemy and the avenger. 
3When I look at your heavens, the work of your fingers, the moon and the stars 

that you have established; 
4what are human beings that you are mindful of them, mortals that you care 

for them? 
5Yet you have made them a little lower than God, and crowned them with 

glory and honour. 
6You have given them dominion over the works of your hands; you have put all 

things under their feet, 
7all sheep and oxen, and also the beasts of the field, 
8the birds of the air, and the fish of the sea, whatever passes along the paths of 

the seas. 
9O Lord, our Sovereign, how majestic is your name in all the Earth! 

 

  

https://youtu.be/WEqQatxRCiw
https://youtu.be/8PuRklGzVbc


PRAYER OF APPROACH AND INVOCATION 

Worthy of praise from every mouth, 

worthy of confession from every tongue, 

worthy of worship from every creature, 

is your glorious name, O Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

For you created the world in your grace, 

and by your compassion you saved the world. 

To your majesty, O God, 

ten thousand times ten thousand bow down and adore, 

singing and praising without ceasing, and saying: 

Holy, holy, holy, Lord God of hosts; 

Heaven and Earth are full of your praises. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Let us pray: 

Awesome and majestic God, your creative power, your glory and holiness are 

beyond our imagining, yet you chose to pour your love into our hearts in a most 

personal way - by sharing our humanity in Jesus Christ. He revealed the human 

face of your love, and through his love demonstrated the depth of divine love 

for us. 

You equip and bless us for our journey through life and beyond, by breathing 

new and everlasting life into our very beings, through the gift of the Holy Spirit. 

God - Creator, Redeemer, and renewing power of our lives - we worship and 

adore you. Amen. 

Let us bring our confessions before the God who loves us. Together, let us pray: 

 

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Loving God, Lord of the Church, 

we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word and deed: 

we have not loved you with all our heart 

or served you with all our strength; 

we have been blind to the vision of a renewed world 

and deaf to your call to costly discipleship; 

we have been indifferent to the suffering of others 

and unwilling to forgive one another. 

In your mercy, Lord, pardon and restore us, 

that together in the ministry of Christ 

we may serve you with joy all the days of our life. Amen. 

 

ASSURANCE OF FORGIVENESS 

“God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit  

that has been given to us and God’s love for us is demonstrated in this: 

while we still were sinners Christ died for us. 

ROMANS 5:5, 8 

 



The good news, therefore, is this: in Jesus Christ 

we are loved, 

we are forgiven. 

Thanks be to God! 

 

The Doxology https://youtu.be/tQUTvMtUhw4 

 

PASSING OF THE PEACE 

The peace of the Lord be with you and also with you. 

 

We Listen 

 

Your word, O Lord, is a lamp to my feet a light to our path. 

 

GENESIS 1:1-5, 31, 2:1-4a 

11In the beginning when God created the Heavens and the Earth, 2the Earth 

was a formless void and darkness covered the face of the deep, while a wind 

from God swept over the face of the waters. 
3Then God said, “Let there be light”; and there was light. 4And God saw that 

the light was good; and God separated the light from the darkness. 5God 

called the light Day, and the darkness he called Night. And there was evening 

and there was morning, the first day. 
31God saw everything that he had made, and indeed, it was very good. And 

there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day. 

 

21Thus the heavens and the Earth were finished, and all their multitude. 2And on 

the seventh day God finished the work that he had done, and he rested on the 

seventh day from all the work that he had done. 3So God blessed the seventh 

day and hallowed it, because on it, God rested from all the work that he had 

done in creation. 4These are the generations of the heavens and the Earth 

when they were created.  

 

2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13 
11Finally, brothers and sisters, farewell. Put things in order, listen to my appeal, 

agree with one another, live in peace; and the God of love and peace will be 

with you. 12Greet one another with a holy kiss. All the saints greet you. 13The 

grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with all of you. 

 

MATTHEW 28:16-20 
16Now the eleven disciples went to Galilee, to the mountain to which Jesus had 

directed them. 17When they saw him, they worshipped him; but some doubted. 
18And Jesus came and said to them, “All authority in heaven and on Earth has 

been given to me. 19Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptising 

them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20and 

https://youtu.be/tQUTvMtUhw4


teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. And 

remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

 

Lord, may your word live in us and bear much fruit to your glory. 

 

HOMILY 

Homily text: 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

2 CORINTHIANS 13:13 

 

Title: Experiences of God 

 

How do you experience God? 

 

In the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic, souring of international relations and 

trade between China and Australia, the economic recession, the surge in 

unemployment, military conflicts (or their potential), and then throw in the 

ensuing protest marches following the death of George Floyd in Minneapolis, 

Minnesota, USA. These protest marches beginning in the USA have 

reverberated around the world as well as in several Australian cities, including 

Melbourne. For many people, the upheavals and crises we face, sow the seeds 

of an existential crisis – that is, the questioning if our lives have meaning, 

purpose and value. 

 

How do you experience God is a question worth exploring for it provides 

meaningful ways of understanding how we function. It is an important question 

for this time. 

 

Today we will look at the blessing or ‘the grace’ we often say whenever we 

gather just like we are today. It is found in the New Testament book, 2 

Corinthians 13:13. It is the blessing with which Paul concludes his letter to the 

church at Corinth. I invite you to say it along with me: 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

2 CORINTHIANS 13:13 
 

Having said it together, what springs to mind? For me, there are three things 

which come to mind. They are: 

• Inclusion 

• Grace 

• Power 

You may have others. 

 

  



The first is Inclusion: 

The text from Genesis 1 conveys a fundamental aspect of the nature and 

character of God. In other words, God has no favourites. All are welcome. The 

very first words of the Bible point to this when they announce: In the beginning, 

when God created the heavens and the earth (GENESIS 1:1a). Note that it does 

not say: ‘In the beginning, God created Israel’ nor for that matter, Australians, 

Americans or the British. If we go back and read all of Genesis 1, we can 

observe God’s creational activity as inclusive. God makes the sun to rise, not 

just on Christians or Australians or Europeans. God makes the sun to rise and fall 

on all humans, animals and plants. God blesses all of creation not just some or 

parts of it, but all of it. And so, we can see here then, that, God is inclusive and 

does not divide nor separate. 

 

A journalist once asked the late Carl Sandburg, an American poet “What is the 

ugliest word in the English language?” After several moments, Sandburg 

replied, “Exclusive”. The ugliness of ‘exclusive’ depends on whether we are 

among the included or excluded. We pride ourselves on being members of 

exclusive clubs, living in exclusive neighbourhoods, dining at exclusive 

restaurants, holidaying at exclusive resorts, belonging to exclusive churches. 

Being an insider carries with it a sense of pride and security. Most of us, 

however, have been excluded often enough to agree that this word, exclusive 

is indeed an ugly word. When we are among the marginalised, the rejected, 

the pushed aside, or the left out, it hurts! 

 

Now, Sandburg penned the following poem, titled ‘The Fence’ which expresses 

the implications of being exclusive or to not include people: 

 

Now the stone house on the lakefront is finished 

and the workmen are beginning the fence. 

The palings are made of iron bars with steel points 

that can stab the life out of any man who falls on them. 

As a fence, it is a masterpiece and will shut off the rabble 

and all vagabonds and hungry men and all wandering 

children looking for a place to play. 

Passing through the bars and over the steel points will go 

nothing except Death and the Rain and Tomorrow. 

 

The iron fence is a metaphor for the way you live your life. When you exclude 

others, then it is akin to a fence “with steel points that can stab the life out of 

any man who falls on them.” Sandburg is saying that the rich should welcome 

the poor and we should not separate ourselves from the ills and the challenges 

facing society and the world. The iron fence is a metaphor of the ideologies 

and values, which are the antithesis or go against or contradict the ideals of 

inclusivity which are inherent of the kingdom of God. 

 



We should not build such fences and walls for that matter. If we do, we will 

never experience the joy of life, and the only things we experience are death, 

rain, and a lifeless and uncertain tomorrow. Choose inclusion over exclusion! 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God and the fellowship of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you! 

 

The second is Grace: 

In the Uniting Church’s Basis of Union, the third paragraph is titled: Built upon the 

one Lord Jesus Christ. It begins with the following statement: “The Uniting 

Church acknowledges that the faith and unity of the Holy Catholic and 

Apostolic Church are built upon the one Lord Jesus Christ.” 

 

It then goes on to say: 

 

“Jesus of Nazareth announced the sovereign grace of God whereby the poor 

in spirit could receive God’s love.” 

 

I have known of Johnny since his birth. As a child, Johnny had what could best 

be described as Attention Deficit Disorder (ADD). He was one of those 

bothersome children who would be in your face all the time. One day, 

Johnny’s father left the marriage and the family home. Being the eldest Johnny 

had to step up to the plate and become the man of the house, caring for his 

mother and his younger siblings. His mother worked as a seamstress to 

supplement her welfare payments. Johnny and his family attended a large 

Pentecostal church, which I discovered was the family’s saving grace. The 

church programs offered provided an outlet for them. Jesus became a 

profound influence in young Johnny’s life and rather than following his friends 

into drugs and gangs, and despite the many let downs, Johnny stayed close to 

Jesus and the Church. 

 

Several years ago, I met up with Johnny; he was in his twenties. I asked as to 

what kept him going, and in his simple way, he said ‘Jesus’. He went on to 

describe how despite the pain of his parents’ separation and missing out on 

living his own life in having to take up the role of a father figure to his younger 

siblings it was, in his words ‘the grace of Jesus’ that kept him going. 

His steadfast faith was evident that in Jesus, Johnny saw something of God. We 

parted soon after, with me wondering if Johnny realised that his mother, 

brothers and sisters and others saw Jesus in him. Jesus would be proud. 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

 

  



The third is Power: 

Monsters, Inc. is a movie about a monster world that is fuelled by fear, literally. 

The company motto is “We scare because we care.” Each day, Mike, Sully, 

and the other monsters line up on the shop floor as a machine carries dozens of 

closet doors to individual scaring stations. A scream collection canister rests 

beside each closet door, which is a portal to the room of a small child. If the 

monster does his job correctly, he will elicit a scream from the child that will be 

sucked into the scream canister and, voila, is converted into power. 

 

Mike and Sully are the number-one scare team. Sully, an easy-going, large, 

blue, fluffy creature, is the primary scarer. Mike, his assistant, is an impatient 

green cyclops, 90 per cent eyeball and 10 per cent arms and legs. 

By the end of the movie, the scream-collection business isn’t going very well, 

and the company is scheduled to shut down. Mike and Sully lament the closing 

of the company as they depart Monsters, Inc. for what appears to be the last 

time. Mike responds, “Yeah, but we had a lot of laughs.” 

We see an idea crossing Sully’s face. “Laughs”, he says thoughtfully. 

 

In the next scene, the closet door of a child’s room opens, and an ominous 

shadow falls across the frightened child and his bed. The light comes on, and 

we see Mike, who pulls out a stool and begins a comedy routine. “Hey, it’s 

great to be in your room! You’re in kindergarten, right? Hey, I loved 

kindergarten. Best three years of my life!” The jokes are so bad that Mike has to 

resort to burping humour, but the results are magnificent. The child begins to 

laugh hysterically, and on the other side of the closet door, a canister fills up 

with laugh power. The monsters of Monsters, Inc. discovered a new and more 

powerful energy source. 

 

It has been said; a cheerful heart is like a medicine. (PROVERBS 17:22). 

 

David was a man in his sixties who attended the same church as my family 

many years ago. He fell on hard times, got too much on the grog and 

eventually lost his job. His marriage broke down and was unsalvageable. He 

succumbed eventually to mental illness and ended up living in supported 

accommodation. David faithfully attended services each Sunday on top of the 

weekly games and luncheon put on by the church folks for the residents of the 

local rooming houses. He would come early and help to set and then to clean 

up afterwards and talk with those who looked lonely and needed someone to 

talk with. Two of the noticeable things about David were his caring manner 

and bright cheerfulness. He would say to those who enquired that, despite all 

of the bad things he had been through, he felt God was giving him a new 

lease of life. In his words, he described, “I feel good inside, like I am flying like a 

bird, and that is why I’m always cheerful”. Indeed, David believed God was 

empowering him to live his life to the fullest. 

 



The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you. 

 

What does this all say for us? Today is Trinity Sunday, a time in which the church 

celebrates the work of the Holy Trinity, the Father, Son and the Holy Spirit, but 

you may noticed we have not talked about the doctrine of the Trinity. Rather, 

we have talked about three experiences that in former times led people like us 

to speak of the sacred, the transcendent God, as Creator, Redeemer and 

Inspirer – or the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit. What we have attempted to 

do is to point to what the doctrine of the Trinity is attempting to say about God 

and how we experience God. 

 

So, I have named three experiences of God: Inclusion, Grace and Power. 

 

Friends, what are your experiences of God? 

 

The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the 

Holy Spirit be with all of you. Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

Gracious God who comes to us as the Father, the Son and the Holy Spirit, lead 

us into your life and in so doing may our experiences of you challenge and 

inspire us in being your people in the world, living out your kingdom and life to 

your glory and praise. Amen. 

 

We Respond 

 

This I Believe (The Creed) https://youtu.be/uuDI-sk2nJU 

 

AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 

creator of heaven and earth. 

I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord, 

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary, 

suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, died, and was buried; 

he descended to the dead. 

On the third day he rose again; 

he ascended into heaven, 

he is seated at the right hand of the Father, 

and he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic Church, 

the communion of saints, 

https://youtu.be/uuDI-sk2nJU


the forgiveness of sins, 

the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting. Amen. 

 

PRAYERS OF THE PEOPLE 

Take a moment to pray for one or more of the following: 

- countries and nations of the world 

- those who are sick and in need 

- the Church and our congregation 

 

After each prayer, a response may be said such as: 

Lord, in your mercy, 

hear our prayer. 

 

And in the languages of the nations, we pray as Jesus taught… 

THE LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Save us in the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

 

OFFERING 

You are invited to contribute financially to support the ministry and mission of 

the Hoppers Crossing congregation using the following details: 

 

Bank Transfer 

BSB: 013-915 

Account Number: 354 439 707 

Account Name: Hoppers Crossing 

Uniting Church 

Reference: ‘Your SURNAME’ 

Credit Card 

www.HoppersUniting.church/offering 

 

Sound of the Saints https://youtu.be/qG8mYo6per8 

 

  

http://www.hoppersuniting.church/offering
https://youtu.be/qG8mYo6per8


We are Sent 

 

BENEDICTION 

Jesus said, 

“All authority in Heaven and on Earth has been given to me. 

Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, 

baptising them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

and teaching them to obey everything that I have commanded you. 

And remember, I am with you always, to the end of the age.” 

MATTHEW 28:18b-20  

 

And the blessing of God, 

the Father, and the Son and the Holy Spirit 

be with you now and always. 

 

We go in peace to love and serve the Lord. 

In the name of Christ. Amen. 

 

Our God Saves https://youtu.be/kUOgVl0KuFI 

 

The service is ended. 
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