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INSIDE THIS ISSUE 

 
HAPPY 90TH BIRTHDAY!!! 

 
Charles Probst turned 90 on June 5th and friends and family showed up to celebrate.  Charles 

resides at Eden Hill and 
due to Covid 19, he is not 
able to go out and visit or 
receive visitors.  His wife, 
Helen, along with his 
children, planned a                       
wonderful birthday                                     
parade.  Charles looked 
through his window as his 
family members and 
friends passed by to wish 
him a happy birthday. 

 
There was a lot of love in that                          
parade for someone very dear to all.  
Dave Keeler even chauffeured his 
wife, Ann and Wil and Becky 
Voges in his 1957 Chevy. 
  
HAPPY BIRTHDAY CHARLES!  

YOU ARE LOVED!     
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Endure 
 

Therefore, since we have been justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus Christ. 
Through him we have also obtained access by faith into this grace in which we stand, and we rejoice in 
hope of the glory of God.  Not only that, but we rejoice in our sufferings, knowing that suffering                              
produces endurance, and endurance produces character, and character produces hope, and hope does 
not put us to shame, because God's love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit who has 
been given to us.  Romans 5:1-5 
 
New Braunfels is renowned for its tourism.  From tubing and RV parks, people come from all over just to be 
here in this beautiful place.  Our economy thrives on this activity. 
 
I know that from Memorial Day to Labor Day, the traffic is going to increase, and when to find the strategic 
times to face the log-jammed roads.   
 
But this year is different.  This year, we have seen businesses shut down, parks and recreation close down, and 
yes even the church suspend in-person gathering.  Our community came to a screeching halt, due to the                        
coronavirus and the new reality of spreading a dangerous disease with no vaccine.   
 
It was eerie seeing empty parking lots, cleared roads, and the outside in its most natural form.   
 
But then society began to re-open.  Restaurants were again filled with patrons enjoying their meals together.  
The river bustles with RV’s and campers pent up and ready to get out again.  And the river was filled with so 
many tubers, one could not see the river itself.   
 
It’s as if the coronavirus up and vanished and never existed.  But the reality is, the threat is still present.   
 
I know how hard it is to remain in this time of social distancing.  I hate it as much as anybody else.  It’s not 
what we want as a Christ-centered community called to love God, love people, and serve the world.  We want 
to be together. 

 
But we cannot pretend this virus has somehow disappeared.  As Paul tells us in Romans, 
we must endure in the reality that there is suffering.  There are so many examples of what 
discipleship means and how we are called to be disciplined (the root word of disciple).  
Endurance is continuing to live in this difficult time and embrace the struggle head on.  
When we do this, it builds character; it refines our faith not just on what our wants and 
desires are, but God’s.  And as our character grows, so does our hope – a hope that God is 
building something out of this mess.  
 

This is the same kind of hope the disciples witnessed as Jesus suffered.  They didn’t quite understand it at the 
time.  But later, they lived in hope that God was reconciling the world piece by piece.  And they too would 
suffer for the sake of the kingdom of God bringing life to places of death. 
 
Christians embrace the reality that suffering is a part of our world – that we are called to suffer with others and 
not ignore the pain or pretend it doesn’t exist.  The challenge for us continues to be how will we reimagine 
what that looks like in our world.  My hope is that together in Christ we at Peace will be led by the Spirit                                    
enduring the struggle and actively working to bring life to the world around us.   
 
Peace, 

Pastor Jake 
 

 
A Message from the Pastor 
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Abundant Blessings 

01 Lillie Braune 
02 Cason Miller 
04 Zac Fain 
05 Judy Clark 
06 Art Woytek 
09 Keenan Stallings 
10 Sharon Podojil 
10 Heidi Brundrett 
11 Dean Braune 
12 Kez Wold 
13 Caleb Simmont 
15 Michael Amori 
16 Joanne Mathis 
19 Kay Skaggs 
19 Shelley Simmont 
19 Scott Weese 
20 Cathy O’Shea 
20 David Martin 
24 Stella Leissner 
24 Leslie Tippens  
25 Richard Kawazoe 
27 Kathy Smith 
28 Mitch Fain 
29 Brenton Davenport 
30 Michele Bauman 
30 Sharky Anderson 
30 Kassie Braune 
31 Wil Voges 

July Birthdays 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 
Bishop Sue Briner and her family at 
the death of her father, Bill Thomson.  

There are several giving options 
at Peace: 
 
• Offering Envelopes 
• Simply Giving Program 
• Online Giving (Website) 
• AmazonSmile Program 
• Bank Drafts 
• GivePlus App 
 
If you would like more                         
information on any of the                          
options listed above, please give 
our Financial  
Administrator, 
Valerie Wood,                    
a call at  
830-620-0618.  

We celebrate with three of our youth 
and their families as they affirmed 
their baptismal relationship with 
God through Confirmation on                        
May 31, 2020. Blessings to Emma 
Fain, daughter of Jake and Melissa 
Fain, Haley Luce, daughter of                     
Richard and Brandie Luce and                       
Lukas Tippens, son of Matt and 
Leslie Tippens.  

Chuck Travis 
Martin Mayer 
Ron Podojil    

Barbara Lippe 
Rhonda Schmidt 

Cody Smith 
Helen Probst 

Bob Schlabach 

Prayers Confirmands 

Thank you for your continued          
message to those across the area 
providing worship opportunities as the 
“physical” church doors have been 
closed.  Needless to say, through your 
church’s efforts, the word of God is 
still being heard. 
Blessings, Judy Cathey 
 
Fear Church Family, 
We would like to thank everyone for 
their prayers, well wishes and phone 
calls after Martin's accident resulting 
in a broken shoulder.  He is                                     
progressing nicely in rehab and                          
hopefully will be back to normal                            
function soon.  Thanks again for all of 
your support. 
Martin and Jo Ann Mayer 

 
Michael and Linda McClintock 

July 1, 1967 
Tim and Pam Kurczewski 

July 14, 1993 
Rick and Kathy Smith 

July 17, 1982 
David and JoBeth Oestreich 

July 19, 1986 
Glenn and Kerri Clausen 

July 20, 1996 
Matthew and Shelley Simmont 

July 23, 2005 
Alvin and Helen Bravenec 

July 26, 1957 
Brian and Courtney Peebles 

July 27, 2013 

July Anniversaries 

In Sympathy 

Congratulations to Sydney Paullus, 
who graduated from Texas A & M on 
May 8th, with a degree in Psychology.  
In the fall she will be pursuing a                        
Masters in Business Administration 
from Angelo State.  Proud parents are 
Brent and Missy Paullus.  

Congratulations  
Graduate 

Thank You 

Offering/Giving  
Options 

 at Peace 
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First, and most importantly, THANK YOU!  Thank you for your patience and grace during this difficult time 
in our country and church’s history.  Thank you for your love many of you have and continue to extend to our 
members to help us feel connected.   
 
Our church leadership teams have been working in many ways to make important and difficult decisions that 
impact our church business and its members.  The most important factor in our minds is your safety and health.  
This pandemic has proven to be relentless.  We must be thoughtful in all we do for the greater church. 
 
Since the beginning of the pandemic and even before the closing of our church doors, the church leadership 
team had met to discuss and assess the situation, then determine best next steps.  We hope you have felt and 
understood our decisions.  We have been very fortunate to have the technology and staff to keep up the                    
communications on many different levels.  Our livestreaming worships have been a godsend, allowing only a 
few people to conduct worship, but many to view from the safe comforts of home.  Additionally, we have 
communicated weekly in several forms to keep everyone feeling connected to the business of the church            
locally and globally through our weekly e-blast, Sunday e-blast, Pastor’s weekly Zoom Check-in meeting and 
YouTube devotional, just to name a few. 
 
We hope you continue to trust that your leadership team is staying on top of all the news of the pandemic and 
unrest of the world to consider the best time to regather in our church.  This is a high importance for all of us 
but must be made with utmost consideration of everyone’s health and safety.  We are currently in the process 
of developing a set of regathering guidelines that will be sent to all members in advance.  These guidelines will 
explain all the precautions we are taking at the church as well as the precautions we want our members/visitors 
to take during services.  Again, health and safety are high priority. 
 
I will end with another THANK YOU!  Your trust and love for our church (the people) can be felt as we reach 
out through phone calls and surveys.  Remember, we are the church so let us keep reaching out to our                       
members and come back better connected and stronger!   
 
May the love of Jesus Christ be with you all.   
Patti Kassel, Council President 

 
A Message from the Council President 

 
Reflections on Psalm 147 

by Jubilant Praise 
 
 

God names all the stars! 
God is great and mighty. 

God is infinite. 
 

God names all the stars! 
God heals the broken hearted. 

God binds wounds. 
God understands. 

God restores. 
 

God names all the stars! 
God builds God’s kingdom. 

God fulfills promise. 
God uses our hands and feet in building kingdom. 

Sing praise to our God! 
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From the Desk of Deacon Andrew 

 
“Be strong and courageous;  

do not be frightened  
or dismayed,  

for the Lord your God is with you                  
wherever you go.” (Joshua 1:9) 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our virtual Zoom VBS such a great week!  
Puppeteers  Emma and Nate Fain 
Lead Musician  Steven Robbins 
Bible Storytellers Pastor Jake, Claire Roberts, Ceretta Daum, Brenda Martin, Pastor Paul 
Special Guests  Simmont family, Marie Miller, Claire Friedrich, Kellie Stallings, Patti Kassel 
Crafts   Ann Keeler 
Tech Crew  Darcy Mittelstaedt, Marianne Gould, Aaron Conklin  
Our VBS Planning Team and of course to all the folks who tuned in and joined us for this awesome week! 
 
Thanks to everyone who brought donations for the SOS Food Bank.  We collected 46 pounds of food! 

Virtual VBS 2020! 

“Mountain Highs  

&  

Valley Lows”  
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Susan and I have been “social distancing” since Monday, March 9th, some 80+ days as I write 
this.  First, it was for our own good and second, we suspected that at some point we would 
need to be in Iowa to be with Susan’s mother.  She is a resident of an assisted living facility 
which is connected to a nursing home.  The nursing home had a covid outbreak in April, at 
first just one resident and three staff which quickly ballooned to 70+ positive cases.  We got 
her out immediately as there were no cases in the assisted living facility.  We are fortunate that 
we still have her residence that we could take her to.  So, that’s where we have been and what 
we have been doing.  As of reading this, we are back in Texas for a few weeks for                                               
appointments with the plan to go back to Iowa to be with her until she can be readmitted to her 

assisted living apartment.  As of this writing the facility is covid free and in a 
28 day holding period and then most likely subject to a state inspection.  We 
have been driving the 1032 miles in a long day so as to not spend a night in a 
motel and being extremely careful where we stop for gas and a break.  No 
picture, we are a motley looking couple as we have not had any hair                      
appointments since before March 9th.  We thank and praise God for seeing us 
through this time.       

 
P.S.  As of now, Susan’s Mother will go back to her assisted living facility so we will be                       
staying in Texas for a while longer.  As we reflect back on our Covid-19 time (now over 90+ 
days) we view it progressively as initially “social avoidance” (staying home); then some 
“social distancing” (some limited outings with no close contact); and now “social                                          
responsibility” (more outings in circles where others have been and are socially responsible, 
still limited contact); always using a mask when warranted.      
 
David and Susan Heise 

Blessings from Bernice 
 

 
One Thing Never Changes   

The seasons swiftly come and go and with them comes the thought of all the various changes that time in 
flight has brought.  But one thing never changes.  God’s love remains the same forever and He truly loves His 
children and He will forsake them never.  God’s blessings and my love to you and your families. 
 
 
Give Us Daily Awareness  
On life’s busy thoroughfares,  
we meet with angels unaware.   
So, Father make us kind and wise  
so we may always recognize  
His blessings that are ours to take,  
the friendships that are ours to make. 
If, we but open our heart’s door wide 
To let the sunshine of love inside.  
 

 
Walking in Faith 
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Walking in Faith 

Arlene and Joe Wold bought a poster of the                       
PILLARS OF CREATION in the EAGLE                     
NEBULA.  They are huge (four light years from 
top to bottom) but the EAGLE NEBULA is a                        
billion light years from earth, which makes it                      
invisible to the naked eye.  The PILLARS OF 
CREATION, where new stars are forming, is a                      
recent discovery of the Hubble Space Telescope.   
 
We put it on our wall so our grandchildren can see 

God’s marvelous creation that our parents, and their  
great-grandparents never saw, and to teach them to look forward to 
see the amazing things their children and grandchildren will see after 
we are gone.  

“I See God in Creation” 
by Darcy Mittelstaedt 

 
I have always been one for exercising.  While in Arizona I ran several 10K’s and always took 
my dog for walks.  Then I moved to Texas and the weather is not anything like Arizona (sunny 
all the time & dry heat).  Nevertheless, I was determined to keep up with exercising and                  
walking my dog.  That was great until my dog did not like Texas (another story for another 
time) and she moved back to Arizona.  I kept up with exercising and then COVID-19 hit and 
we were sheltering in place.  I live alone and so working from home each day, I needed to “get 
out” (if you know what I mean) for my sanity.  Therefore, I began a routine.  On May 19th and 
every day since I have been getting up early in the morning and running for at least 1 hour.  
I go for a couple of walks throughout the day and sometimes end my evening with a walk                        
seeing the beautiful sunsets.  As I walk or run I listen to podcasts or music and I pray while             
noticing my surroundings of beautiful sunrises, sunsets or cloud formations.  In the beauty of 

God’s creation, I see God and God’s handiwork.  For 
me, God shows up in these views.  It has not been 
easy living in this pandemic and now living in the 
unease of racial tension.  I believe through the beauty 
of sunrises, sunsets, and clouds God promises to be 
with us always.  I walk in faith knowing that God 
shows up in the beauty of creation.  The views God 
paints daily gives me hope.  Each new day is a gift 
from God and I have a chance to start all over to be 
the best person God created me to be.  I encourage 
you to get out and enjoy God’s beautiful creation. 
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SOS team continues through Covid 19 to assist our brothers and                     
sisters in need.  We are small but we are mighty!  We are wearing 
masks as needed.  Please consider joining our team soon as we have 
some worker “bees” that will be retiring this fall after years of                       
service.  2nd Monday of each month, 1:00 pm - 4:00 pm.,  
248 W. Merriweather.  Friendships and fellowship are a blessing in 
this ministry.  Contact Alison Hock, 210-884-7239 for more                                 
information.  Come see us in action! 

 
Walking in Faith 

Prior to the Covid-19 outbreak, I would go to Das Rec at least 4 days a week to walk on their 
track and then attend the Pilates Class.  So to keep my walking routine, I laid out a walking 
route on my road.  10 laps is 2 miles, going up and down hills.  Those walks give me time to 
think about my life, my family, my friends, neighbors and a good workout.  God has given me 
the beautiful blue sky, fluffy white clouds and beautiful 
flowers on the sides of the road to look at, the birds to sing 
to me, and a breeze to keep me cool.  Because of these 
walks, I have become close friends with a couple of my 
neighbors who walk with me.  So, it’s a win-win situation.  
We get lots of exercise and discuss what’s going on with our 
families and sometimes we share concerns or problems 
when we need someone to listen.     
 
Ann Keeler 

Walking in faith in 2020 for me is no different than walking in faith in 1990 when my mother died on                        
March 17th.  She and my dad lived in Ohio and I was in Houston, my sons were age 8 and 5.  I was not able to 
be there with her.  That was a hard road to travel at that time. No, I thought, it is too soon, life is passing too 
fast. 
 
It is no different for me than in 2006 when I was diagnosed with cancer on March 17th.  I was in San Marcos, 
my sons were 24 and 21.  That was a hard road to travel at that time.  No, I thought, not now, life is passing            
too fast. 
 

March 17, 2020, just 4 days after a national emergency was declared in the U.S for the 
Pandemic and my faith journey continues.  My sons are 38 and 35.  No matter what we 
encounter on our journey, God is with us still as He has always been. 
   
“Be still and know that I am God”.  Psalm 46:10  
Stay in the word.  “Your word is a lamp to my feet and light to my path”.   
Psalm 119:105  
Stay in worship.  “All the nations you have made will come and worship before you,                        
O Lord”.  Psalm 86:9  
Stay connected with our faith community.  “Carry each other’s burdens, and in this 
way, you will fulfill the law of Christ”. Galatians 6:2   
Stay in service.  “As each has received a gift, use it to serve one another, as good                
stewards of God’s varied grace”.  1 Peter 4:10  
 
Michele Bauman  



 9 

FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE 

INCOME EXPENSE TRANSFERS ENDING 
BALANCE 

General Fund $    103,963.65 $     23,536.69 $      27,806.22 $      10,000.00* $    109,694.12 

Building Fund $      29,885.60 $          275.14 $               0.00  $      30,160.74 

Endowment Fund $        7,632.29 $          280.10 $        2,000.00**  $        5,912.39 

Endowment  
Investment Fund 

$    111,715.84 $              0.00 $               0.00  $    111,715.84 

Deferred  
Maintenance Fund 

$        5,769.59 $              0.73 $               0.00  $        5,770.32 

Designated Funds $      27,532.32 $       1,290.00 $           580.00  $      28,242.32 

Total Funds $    286,499.29 $     35,382.66 $      30,386.22  $    291,495.73 

*$10,000.00 - Special Gift for the General Fund 
**$2,000.00 - Endowment Grant for Unite NB 

 
Peace Lutheran Church 
1147 S. Walnut Ave. 

New Braunfels, TX  78130 
Web address:  www.peacenb.org 

 
830-609-8359 - Valerie Wood 

830-312-8797 - Pastor Jake Fain 
 
 

 

 
Worship Services 

Sundays 
10:30 am with 

peacenb.sermon.net or 
Facebook.com/PeaceLuth 

 
Stephen Ministry 

Brave New World 
                                                                         
One thing that I have realized is that life changes.  Four months ago would you have thought that we would be 
going through what we are experiencing now?  Believe me there have been so many changes that have                           
occurred over the past couple of months, my head is spinning.  These changes, are things that affect our                           
everyday life, our families and the way we are interact with the society. 
 
New rules arrive every day.  How do we celebrate graduation from high school or college?  How do we                       
celebrate the birth of a child?  Maybe you have been planning a wedding for the past year, and now those 
plans have to change.  How do we say goodbye to a family member or friend who has recently passed away?   
Not only are our heads spinning, but maybe going in to a tail spin and hoping to recover before you crash. 
 
We are social people, we enjoy being with family and friends.  The greeting, from a hand shake or a hug are 
all very important to us.  This social isolation that we are looking at can be very stressful.  But wait things are 
changing every day, is your head spinning, mine is.  
 
If you are experiencing a difficult time and you feel like you are going down for the count, remember that you 
are not alone.  Consider speaking with a Stephen Minister.  If you would like some help, contact Pastor Jake 
or one of our Referral Coordinators, Bill Purcell or Cathy O’Shea, at 210-846-3315.  For more about Stephen 
Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church, see the web pages at www.peacenb.org/Stephen-Ministry 
Ron Podojil, Stephen Minister 

 
Finances 

May 2020 

http://www.peacenb.org/Stephen-Ministry
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