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Reimaging Ministry Today  
 
The world has changed.  Everything feels different: schools, business, grocery shopping, family 
life, social life, church life.  Why can’t things go back to the way they were?   
 
Life is always changing for us.  Even as we age, I remember thinking that same way, why can’t 
things be like they used to – it was so much easier and made sense. 
 
But growing and adversity is always a part of life.  And God made us resilient and                              
imaginative so that we can continue to thrive throughout different life stages. 
 
Even with restrictions in place, we are now reimagining what ministry can look like in this day and age. 
 
Our mission to love God, love people, and serve the world has never stopped.  The way we carry out the ministry has 
shifted.  Some of our ministries have paused as we found our footing in new and rocky terrain.  But as we learn to do 
ministry in new ways, I want to invite you to dream where God is on the move.   
 
How might God be calling you to connect with Him?  (Love God).  New online Faith studies are emerging.  Our kids 
have had digital opportunities with VBS and Saturday morning children’s time.  You can join Deacon Andrew and me 
on a Tuesday night discussion exploring the Bible and how it came to be .  Or join the Sunday morning Seekers and                             
Sponges at 9:15am as they explore what it means to be a Christian in the 21st century. Or create something new amongst 
your friends and family.  Either way, there are many resources and possibilities out there. 
 
How might you connect with your community?  (Love people).  Have you been able to call on others and check in with 
them?  This may seem like a minimal act, but when people are undergoing a crisis, a listening and caring ear makes all 
the difference.  I’ve heard stories of Zoom Happy Hours and community check-in times with one another.  We need 
each other in this time.  Don’t let yourself drift away on an island.  Love binds us together! 
 
How might you serve a desperate and fear-filled world?  (Serve the World).  We have different gifts and are at different 
places as the body of Christ.  You may need to be rigid about staying at home if you are more vulnerable.  But a card 
goes a long way; a prayer for people who are struggling just to make it speaks volumes.  If you’re less vulnerable, what 
might that mean in a time in which a large segment of our population is under greater risk.  How might you serve?  
Could you do someone’s grocery shopping for them?  Our Food Banks have higher demands than ever with less people 

to work them (retired folks are often the volunteers).   
 
The opportunities to re-engage ministry are there.  We need to continue to listen to God’s Spirit                          
moving and find our way together. 
 
Parking Lot Worship 
 
The Worship Team is piloting a Parking Lot Worship at 8am on August 2nd.  This will be a very basic 
worship designed to keep people safely in their cars, but also have the opportunity to be together on 

the holy grounds of our church facilities.  We will not get out of the cars in order to ensure safe social distancing.   
 
Our 10:30 am livestreaming worship continues to be our primary form of worship until we 
have reached the necessary 14-day downward decline in coronavirus cases in the surrounding 
area. 
 
I hope this is a chance to feel united and reconnect, and at the very least be together in a small 
way.  
  
No matter what, persevere in the faith.  God is present through this all and is reshaping the church to continue to be                        
ministers of the gospel no matter what life circumstances. 
 
Peace, 

Pastor Jake 

 
A Message from the Pastor 
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Abundant Blessings 

01 Lupe Salas 
02 Kevin Brittain 
03 Sarah Fain 
04 Tina Scott 
05 Xavier Khalil 
07 Jackie Sparkman 
07 Forrest Willis 
08 Lyndsey Wilkie 
09 Christian Schmidt 
10 Genevieve Butrico 
13 Vivienne Khalil 
14 Ken Witten 
14 Eric Ralph 
16 Judy Johnson 
17 Karl Stellges 
19 Barbara Hodde 
21 Lupe Travis 
23 Nora Miller 
24 Albert Aarlie 
24 Shirley Smith 
24 Tina Butrico 
24 George Will 
25 Daryl Hausmann 
25 Russel Krueger 
25 Victor Edwin 
27 Betty Rust 
28 Michael Wenzel 
28 Haley Morelock 
29 Linda McClintock 
30 Alison Hock 
31 Earl Blaschke 
 

August Birthdays 

 
There are several giving options at 
Peace: 
 
• Offering Envelopes 
• Simply Giving Program 
• Online Giving  (Website) 
• AmazonSmile Program 
• Bank Drafts 
• GivePlus App 
 
If you would like more                         
information on any of the                          
options listed above, please give 
our Financial  
Administrator, 
Valerie Wood,                    
a call at  
830-620-0618.  

Pastor Jake and Friends at Peace, 
Thank you for all you are doing                       
during these difficult times.   
Live-streaming the worship service 
has been a rich blessing for our                     
homebound family. 
God’s Blessings,  
John, Bonnie and Brian Claycomb 
 
Thank you once again for providing 
the opportunity to worship virtually.   
I continue to enjoy the service.   
It feeds my soul! 
Judy Cathey 
 
A “Big Thank You” to everyone                         
involved in keeping the mat ministry 
alive.  Thank you to those of you 
who donate the plastic bags, to those 
who cut them into strips, to those 
who make them into balls, and to 
those who crochet them into mats 
for the homeless.  18 mats have been 
made and donated since this                           
pandemic started.  Call Martha at 
512-636-3339 if you want to get 
involved.  God’s work is being done 
every day in numerous ways. 
Peace,  
Becky Krogness & Martha Gilbreath  
 
Thank you for the wonderful                           
surprise yard sign!!  It made me cry 
happy tears!  What a wonderful                       
reminder of God’s love, our                             
wonderful church community and an 
anchor in these chaotic times. 
We love y’all! 
Bob & Gloria Johnson 

Alvin Bravenec 
Chuck Travis 
Martin Mayer 
Ron Podojil    

Rhonda Schmidt 
Cody Smith 
Helen Probst 

Bob Schlabach 

Bill and Sharon Purcell 
August 8, 1992 

Bill and Dayna Miller 
August 9, 1986 

Bob and JoAnn Schlabach 
August 10, 1963 

Michael and Gayle Morris 
August 14, 1976 

Marvin and Sharon Monson 
August 16, 1964 

Mark and Mindy Sohn 
August 17, 1984 

Dean Armstrong and  
Heidi Brundrett 
August 18, 2007 

Tommy and Ceretta Daum 
August 29, 1970 

Prayers 

July Anniversaries 

Offering/Giving  
 at Peace 

Thank You 

Congratulations to Ron and Sharon 
Podojil on the birth of their                        
granddaughter.  Eve Lau Podojil was 
born on July 4th to parents, Edward 
Podojil and Colleen Lau.  This is 
Ron and Sharon’s 12th grandchild 
and 9th granddaughter. 

Congratulations! 

Our thoughts and prayers go out to 

Kellie Stallings and her family at 

the death of her cousin, Pat.  

In Sympathy 
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“A Time of New Opportunities”  
 
One of the wonderful things that has come out of this otherwise super crazy time in 
which we are living is the creative, strong and growing partnership between Peace 
and St. Andrew. It has been comforting, reassuring, and inspiring for us to work 
closely alongside one another.  Here are three awesome examples of this                                    
collaborative work:  
 
Shared Worship 
For the months of March, April, May, and some of June, our pastors, musicians, and 
lay leaders led online streaming worship together every single Sunday. With the                      

opportunity of having first hand experience with the technology needed for this, St. Andrew has now purchased, 
installed and is now using their own live streaming equipment in their sanctuary for weekly worship!  
 
Vacation Bible School 
In June our congregations partnered together to create our first ever virtual Vacation Bible School! Volunteers from 
both congregations joined the pastors and me for a week of fun and faith through Zoom. We had families from both 
churches join us as we talked about how Jesus is with us in our highs and our lows. Through Bible stories, music, 
crafts, and many special guests (including our two puppets, Emma and Nate) we had a delightful time together                    
finding a creative way to put a unique twist on this beloved ministry of the church. 
 
NEW! Online Bible Study Virtual Library 
In July, St. Andrew and Peace started a new Bible study series that we  
hope everyone will find useful and enjoyable. Given how busy people often are these 
days, and the fact that our schedules seem to be in a constant state of flux, Pastor Paul, 
Pastor Jake, and I felt it would be helpful to create pre-recorded short 10-15 minute Bible 
studies that you can access anywhere, anytime through your computer or cell phone. 
We’ve placed these recorded Bible studies on both churches’ YouTube channels.   
 
 
The format for these new Bible studies are recorded Zoom conversations between Pastor Paul, Pastor Jake and I as 

we watch and discuss various videos from our friends at the Bible Project                                  
(https://bibleproject.com/). To access our recorded Bible study conversations, go to 
either church’s YouTube page and look for the “Exploring The Bible Together” 
videos.  In the coming months, we will continue to add more of these as we create a 
“virtual library” for you to explore at your own pace!   
 
Speaking of YouTube, we invite you to look us up, SUBSCRIBE and follow us on 
YouTube to stay caught up with all our growing content!  Our hope is that the more 
abbreviated format and the ability to watch these Bible study videos when it is most 

convenient for you will provide a flexible opportunity for you to learn more about God’s word! 
 
Go Deeper!  In addition to these pre-recorded studies, join us on Tuesday evenings every week from                                         
6:30 pm -- 7:00 pm for a live discussion of these Bible study videos on Zoom. We will post the Zoom link on our 
FB page and through our e-Blasts. We encourage you to share these resources with others who may be interested as 
well.  
 
These are just some ways of how our two congregations are living into our baptismal calling to be one church                      
together.  Even though these are challenging times, we give thanks to God for these and all future opportunities we 
will have to creatively proclaim the Gospel of Jesus Christ with a unified voice! 
 
Peace, 
Deacon Andrew 

 
From the Desk of Deacon Andrew 

https://bibleproject.com/
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From the Desk of Deacon Andrew 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
Romans 

Justification By Grace Through Faith 
 

Some interesting aspects of Romans: 

• Length: Sixteen chapters 

• Author: Romans is one of seven undisputed letters written by the apostle Paul.   

• Date: Mid to late 50’s (56-58 CE) 

• This is the only letter that Paul wrote to a church that he did not establish in a city he had not yet visited. 

• The Christian church in Rome was founded many years prior to Paul’s letter. At the time of the writing, there were                   
1 million people living in Rome.  There were somewhere between 20 and 50 thousand Jews, but maybe only                            
100+ or so Christians. 

• Paul wrote Romans in advance of his first visit there, eager to meet them and share the gospel with them.   

• There were several possible reasons that Paul wrote this letter:   

 To introduce himself to the Roman Christian community prior to his arrival.   
 To garner support for his planned mission to Spain, and to use Rome as his “base of operations.”   
 To defend his version of the gospel and his ministry to the Gentiles. 
 To address conflict between Jewish and Gentile Christians in Rome. 

• Paul does not name any opponent or adversary. It seems that the Roman church is troubled, but not heretical.   

• This writing is the closest thing we have to a systematic theology of Paul, but we must remember that it is still                               
an occasional letter, written to a specific audience and addressing a specific situation.  

• Luther called Romans “the chief book of the New Testament, the purest gospel.”   

• In Romans, the word “God” occurs with greater frequency than any other Pauline writing.  In other words, its all 
about God.  Romans is about God’s righteousness, God’s faithfulness, God’s love, and God’s justice 

• We are not saved by our believing in the doctrine of justification, we are saved by God! 
 “But God proves his love for us in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us” (Romans 5:8) 

• Faith, for Paul, did not mean intellectual assent, but rather it meant a trusting and wholehearted acceptance of God’s 
act of salvation through the suffering, crucifixion, and death of Jesus. 

• Paul emphasizes the importance of the Hebrew scriptures as a story of God’s covenant faithfulness.  There are                         
approximately 90 references to the Hebrew Bible in Paul’s letters, and 50 of these references are in Romans! 

• New Testament scholar N.T. Wright offered the following outline in his 2002 commentary on Romans: 
 
 I)   Romans 1:1- 4:25   The Faithfulness of God 
 II)  Romans 5:1– 8:39   God’s People in Christ as the True Humanity 
 III) Romans 9:1-11:36  God’s Promises and God’s Faithfulness 
 IV) Romans 12:1-16:27  God’s Call to Worship, Holiness, and Unity 
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What is a deacon in the ELCA?  A deacon is a person who has felt God’s call to be a rostered leader 
in the church.  Deacons have been around since biblical days although their titles and responsibilities 
have made multiple changes.  In years past, deacons were primarily women who worked in hospitals 
and schools. Today, there are male and female deacons and their vocations are as varied as the people 
who are called into ministry!   
 
What are some examples of vocations for deacons?  Deacons fill many roles either within a church, 
a hospital or perhaps a non-profit organization.  Their expertise may be in Faith Formation,                               
Information Technology, Worship & Music, Social Justice, Advocacy, Gift Planning or any number 
of other vocations. 
 
What kind of training does it take to become a deacon?  Being a deacon requires attending a                    
seminary for a minimum of 2 years taking master’s level coursework in Old & New Testament,                  
Theology, Ethics, Lutheran Confessions, Cross-Cultural Training, Clinical Pastoral Education                           
(500 hrs.), Discipleship, Church History, Preaching, Jesus in the World, Foundations of Worship and 
Internship (1,000 hrs.) as well as practicing spirituality. 
 
What is the difference between a pastor and a deacon?  There are presently two primary rosters in 
the ELCA.  One is Word and Sacrament, the other is Word and Service.  Both are grounded in the 
Word of God and all their coursework is the same.  Word and Sacrament graduates (pastors)                                 
administer the sacraments of Holy Baptism and Eucharist.  Word and Service graduates (deacons) 
serve in their areas of expertise, alongside pastors, and are a bridge between the community and the 
world. In a parish setting, Pastors and Deacons work hand in hand with each other  to serve their faith 
community.  They are partners in bringing the message of God’s love to God’s people.   
 
What happens if there is no deacon?  The short answer is…that the pastor ends up doing the work 
of two people.  In smaller congregations, with very good time management skills and boundary                         
setting, it is manageable, but often places a heavier strain on the pastor.  A deacon-candidate has                   
likened the balance between a pastor and deacon like this:  a seesaw!  God’s Word is the fulcrum in 
the middle, while the roles or pastor and deacon are on either end.  When both pastor and deacon are 
working together grounded in God’s Word, ministry can be rewarding and a huge benefit for the                      
congregation.  If it is necessary for the pastor to be both ends of the seesaw, it can be done, but it less 
efficient. 
 
Would you recommend people investigate becoming a deacon?  I think all of us need to be                       
deacons or servants in the world, whether we go through a particular program or not.  The church is in 
great need of    workers!  I would also encourage people to listen to where God might be calling 
them…and what God may be calling them to do.  It is a process called ‘discernment’.  Discernment is 
not a one time event.  Discernment of God’s will continues to happen throughout life and only                     
requires that you listen…and be bold to answer God’s call. 
 
Marianne Gould 
Deacon Intern 

 
From the Castle 
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“Peace Dialogues” 

“Therefore, as God’s chosen people, holy and dearly 
loved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, 
humility, gentleness and patience. Bear with each 
other and forgive one another if any of you has a 
grievance against someone.  Forgive as the Lord                   
forgave you. And over all these virtues put on love, 
which binds them all together in perfect unity. Let the 
peace of Christ rule in your hearts, since as members 
of one body you were called to peace. And be                    
thankful.”   Colossians 3: 12 – 15  
 
We are excited to announce that Peace Lutheran 
Church will have our first in a series of “Peace                             
Dialogues” via Zoom on Sunday, August 16th,                            

following the late service, from noon – 1 p.m.   
 
As disciples of Jesus, one of the challenges we all face is learning to live as a faith                                    
community. In our lives and world, we are confronted with the reality of tough yet important 
issues all around us.  Disagreements and varied opinions are inevitable; we don’t always agree 
and we don’t necessarily have to. During our conversations together, several facilitators will 
guide us as we explore what it means to listen compassionately, and discuss what it means to 
engage in loving, peaceful, productive dialogue even in the midst of disagreement.  
 
The tough issues we face today are not simple and there isn’t always a “right” or “wrong” 
opinion. However, we can engage these issues faithfully when we listen with compassion to 
one another as siblings in Christ.  Through these conversations, we will have an opportunity 
to know one another better in both large and small group discussions as a way to strengthen 
our relationships and our community.  We will give ourselves and each other a time to                             
demonstrate in practice our mission to love God, love people, and serve the world.  Everyone 
is invited to join us, and we hope you will be a part of these holy conversations. 
 
We will send the Zoom link out the two weeks prior to the first Peace Dialogue. Alternately, to 
find the meeting online: 
 

Go to Zoom.us 
Click “Join a Meeting” 
Enter Meeting ID:  870 0835 9432 
Enter Password:  453714 
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There are Signs Among Us 

“Thank you, Peace Sign Fairies! - Brittany Brittain   
“Wow, someone is actually praying for us!” – Tucker Brittain (age 5) 

“Thank you to whomever drove to the middle of nowhere to deliver our sign. We feel cherished.” – Emily Khalil 

“What a welcome surprise this morning! Thank you Peace family!  
We are blessed to share Faith life with you!” – Don Hodde 

“Thank you for the sign. It came at a time I needed it.” – Jim Johnson 
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FUND BEGINNING 
BALANCE 

INCOME EXPENSE TRANSFERS ENDING 
BALANCE 

General Fund $    109,694.12 $     25,481.22 $      33,655.76  $    101,519.58 

Building Fund $      30,160.74 $          178.30 $               0.00  $      30,339.04 

Endowment Fund $        5,912.39 $          344.92 $               0.00  $        6,257.31 

Endowment  
Investment Fund 

$    111,715.84 $              0.00 $               0.00  $    111,715.84 

Deferred  
Maintenance Fund 

$        5,770.32 $              0.71 $               0.00  $        5,771.03 

Designated Funds $      28,242.32 $          778.44 $             68.44  $      28,952.32 

Total Funds $    291,495.73 $     26,783.59 $      33,724.20  $    284,555.12 

 

 
Peace Lutheran Church 
1147 S. Walnut Ave. 

New Braunfels, TX  78130 
Web address:  www.peacenb.org 

 
830-609-8359 - Valerie Wood 

830-312-8797 - Pastor Jake Fain 
 
 

 

 
Worship Services 

Sundays 
10:30 am with 

peacenb.sermon.net or 
Facebook.com/PeaceLuth 

 
Stephen Ministry  

A New Beginning 
 
It has been a very hectic beginning to 2020 with Covid 19.  We spent the first few months with Covid 19, 
reading, watching and protecting ourselves.  As a society, the past month, we were slowly beginning to                       
reopen, because the Covid numbers were improving.  We still stay away from congested areas, unless                     
absolutely necessary, and wear our masks when we go out.  Now that we have been opening for a few weeks, 
we see that the numbers are rising again.  Where does this leave us? 
 
We have concentrated so much on maintaining our physical health.  With this isolation we have ignored our 
emotional health.  We do not have the balance in our lives the way we have had in the past.  It will come back, 
but our new lives may not be the same as they were before.  Then also we just went through several days of 
protest, following the death of a person in police custody.  Should we run and hide?  No, take a deep breath, 
and ask God for his guidance.  
 
If you are experiencing difficulties and you feel like you are going down for the count, remember that you are 
not alone.  Consider talking with a Stephen Minister, contact the church or a Stephen Minister.  If you would 
like some help, contact Pastor Jake or one of our Referral Coordinators Bill Purcell or Cathy O’Shea, at                              
210-846-3315.  For more about Stephen Ministry at Peace Lutheran Church, see the web pages at 
www.peacenb.org/Stephen-Ministry 
 
Ron Podojil, Stephen Minister 

 
Finances 

June 2020 

http://www.peacenb.org/Stephen-Ministry
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