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Remembrance Sunday Reflection for 8 November 2020 
Micah 4:2-4; Romans 8:38-39; John 15: 9-17 
Rev. Dr. Barbara Fullerton, East Plains United Church, Burlington 

 
Have any of you been to Christ Church Anglican in Meaford, Ontario? What is it 
famous for? Its stained glass windows. 

Christ Church’s young rector, the Rev. Harold Appleyard, served as a military chaplain 
during the Second World War. He joined the Grey and Simcoe Foresters in 1941 as 
their unit chaplain. Almost as soon as he landed, the destruction in England struck him 
as appalling. He immediately began to collect shards of stained glass from the 
shattered windows of damaged churches and began to envision using them for a 
memorial window at his parish church in Meaford.  

On volunteer fire duty one night in the dome of St. Paul’s Cathedral in London, he met 
an architect responsible for London’s ancient churches, who referred him to the Cox 
and Barnard Stained Glass Works in Hove, Sussex. The firm offered to design and re-
lead the glass into windows to fit Appleyard’s Meaford church—free of charge—in 
gratitude for the Canadian war effort. 

Rev. Appleyard retrieved glass from churches in France, Belgium, and Holland, and    
a year after the war ended, the church unveiled the windows as memorials to the 
parishioners and townspeople who had been killed or wounded during the years of 
fighting.  

Broken glass from 125 English and European cathedrals and churches gained new life 
in the beautiful Gothic windows, and while the stone church itself is more than a 
century old, its windows contain glass once gazed upon by clergy and churchgoers 
during the Middle Ages and the Renaissance.i 

Life is full of circumstances beyond our control, where the only thing we can control is 
how we respond to the circumstances. When he found himself in circumstances of war 
worse than his wildest imagination, Rev. Appleyard turned remnants from the 
destruction of war into something of beauty. “His actions could be considered part of 
his own spiritual resiliency.”ii Without having the focus of his project, he might have 
become despondent at the overwhelming loss of life, as well as culturally significant 
historical buildings that were destroyed. 

Instead, he found a way to honour and remember some of what had been, by creating 
something new and beautiful out of what had been destroyed. The people killed in war, 
both military and civilian, cannot be brought back to life. But in the very act of 
remembering them, we bring them here with us, so that time and space have no 
meaning. Re-member means to put pieces, or members, back together again. Death 
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itself is overcome. “This is the purpose of remembrance in Canada: to affirm the lives 
lost in war and bring them here with us as we worship”iii in the freedom and peace that 
they died to protect.  

Last year, I placed the plaque commemorating those from EPUC who died in WWI at 
the foot of the communion table, to affirm their lives and bring them into that space with 
us as we worshipped. A candle was placed with it to remind us of the beautiful 
symbolism that happens in the Canadian War Museum in Ottawa on the 11th of 
November at 11 a.m., when a beam of sunlight shines through a single window into the 
Canadian War Museum’s Memorial. 

  

Remembrance Day 2019 at EPUC (Photo © Barbara L. Fullerton) 

When I first began to preach, I was ambivalent about preaching on Remembrance 
Sunday, because our Remembrance Services sometimes seem to glorify war. As 
Christians, “our tradition has often been uncomfortable with appeals to the use of force 
to solve the problems of the world. We celebrate the way of Jesus, of personal non-
violence, and of the call to non-violence as an ideal that has practical implications in 



3 

 

bringing about … [the] shalom”iv of God’s Kin-dom. So we actively seek ways other 
than the use of force. 

Our tradition has, at the same time, recognized that engagement in the world has also 
involved engagement with the structures of power, in order to transform them and to 
nudge us closer to the ways of peace. The just war tradition is shared not only with 
other Christian denominations, but also with our cousins in other faith traditions. It 
recognizes that if we are to “seek justice and resist evil,”v we may have to sanction 
some uses of force to constrain those that threaten the innocent and the powerless. 
While we do not celebrate the cause of war, we recognize that there are situations in 
which we may have to respond to God’s call to justice by using the means we have at 
our disposal to confront oppressors. 

In the ambiguity of human situations, we can also recognize that even in the calamities 
we live through—in a dissentious election in the USA, natural disasters, human 
injustice, and even war—we can still experience values worth celebrating and 
encouraging: sacrifice, courage, virtue, selflessness. 

To that end, we have included with your bulletin and this reflection, an insert that 
suggests “50 Ways to World Peace.” Hang it on your fridge. Keep it handy on your end 
table to refresh your memory. Choose one to do each day and commit to it! 

Over the years since D-Day and the Battle of Normandy, we have heard many stories 
of folks with such values. There is one I shared with you last year and am sharing 
again here, in print.  

“On the base of one of the 2048 burial markers in the military cemetery located 
in Bény-sur-Mer, France, these familiar words from the Apostle Paul may be found. 
“And now abideth faith, hope, love, these three but the greatest of these is love”          
(1 Corinthians. 13:13). They are etched on the gravestone of Honourary Captain, 
the Rev. William Alfred Seaman, a United Church minister, who is buried beside some 
of the fallen soldiers whom he himself buried.  

Padre Seaman left his congregation in River John, Pictou County, Nova Scotia to 
serve with the Canadian Chaplain Service during World War II. He and the soldiers of 
the 5th Field Regiment arrived in France just after D-Day in 1944. 

As a chaplain, he could often be found working alongside the Medical Officer at the 
Regimental Aid Post, assisting stretcher bearers and bandaging wounds—those both 
seen and unseen—and above all, bringing a sign of God’s presence in a broken world.  

On July 14 while rushing into battle to retrieve wounded soldiers during the Battle of 
Caen, he was struck by an exploding mortar shell. The shrapnel pierced his leg, side, 
and head. He died of an infection a week later, on the date of the tenth anniversary of 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/B%C3%A9ny-sur-Mer_Canadian_War_Cemetery
https://www.veterans.gc.ca/eng/remembrance/memorials/canadian-virtual-war-memorial/detail/2060171
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Normandy_landings
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_for_Caen
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_for_Caen
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his marriage to his wife Louise. Together they had two young children at the time, 
Lorna and Andrew.   

As Canadians remember the sacrifices made by so many on the shores of France 76 
years ago, let’s remember Padre William Alfred Seamen, whose response to Jesus' 
call to "Follow me," led him to a distant shore.” vi  

He lived by today’s Epistle reading, believing that nothing can separate us from God’s 
love. And he lived by today’s gospel, where Jesus said, ‘This is my commandment, 
that you love one another as I have loved you. No one has greater love than this, to lay 
down one’s life for one’s friends.’ 

And now Padre Seaman “lies … at rest among those whom he served to the very end. 
His gravestone reminds us still of God’s enduring presence and promise of a life which 
abides, even in the valley of the shadow of death.”vii 

No matter what each of you is going through right now, hold these scripture passages 
close, for truly NOTHING can separate us from God’s love. Because we follow one, 
Jesus, the Prince of Peace, who calls us “friends” and teaches us to treat all others 
with love, as we work for things that make for peace. 

 

i “Meaford church windows restore beauty from the rubble of war,” posted 25 Feb 2012 at http://www.meafordhaven.ca/2012/02/25/meaford-church-

windows-restore-beauty-from-the-rubble-of-war/. Accessed on 9 Nov 2019. 
ii In sermon suggestions in “Remembrance Sunday 2019,” written in collaboration by United Church of Canada military chaplains Captain (Rev.) Audrey 
Brown and Captain (Rev.) Tyler Powell on the UCCan website. 
iii Ibid. 
iv Intro to Remembrance Sunday resources on UCCan website, written by The Rev. Dr. Neil Parker is a military chaplain at the 4th Canadian Division 

Training Centre in Meaford, ON, and was an active member of the former Northern Waters Presbytery and Toronto Conference. 
v “A New Creed,” The United Church of Canada, 1968. 
vi Tribute on the UCCan website by By Canadian Armed Forces chaplains Commander Shaun Yaskiw, CD (The United Church of Canada) and Maj. 
Rev. Dr. Tom Hamilton, Canadian military historian (The Presbyterian Church in Canada) 
vii Ibid. 
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