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St Michael and All Angels’ Church 
Royal Oak, BC 

Special Messenger -  Fall 2020 

The Messenger 

Reverend’s Reflections  - Economies of Grace 
In Paul’s Letter to the Ephesians, he writes to the early Christian community 
about the economy of God’s grace and how as recipients of that grace, they are 
called to share it faithfully and generously. In chapter 3, Paul unpacks some of 
his understanding of the mystery of God’s grace and how vast and present it is in 
times of suffering and difficulty. As Paul prays for the church at Ephesus, he asks 
that they might be “rooted and grounded in God’s love” and have the “power to 
comprehend with the saints, what is the breadth and length and height and 
depth” of that love.  As our pandemic reality stretches in directions we might not 
have imagined, we hope and pray to stay rooted and grounded in that goodness, 
that grace that is God.  

The economy of grace is one that is being lived out so many ways each day. Each 
of you could create a list of how you see and share and receive that grace on a 
daily basis.  My heart is held steady by the stories you tell and how deeply you 
know this grace to be a part of the larger story of God’s love in all the seasons 
and cycles of our lives.  

The different economies we juggle in this COVID season include the financial, 
emotional, physical and spiritual realities that shape our routines and schedules. 
Part of the reason we are so exhausted is that we are experiencing stress in each 
of these areas.  All of our everyday encounters and interactions are affected: the 
way we shop for groceries, chat with the neighbours, spend time with our family, 
go to church, celebrate holidays, bank, exercise and travel. Even the way we 
offer ourselves and our resources to God has changed.  In each of these areas we 
have had to find ways to be resilient, creative, patient and persistent.   

It’s no wonder that our tempers sometimes flair – it’s frustrating and tiresome 
and we miss so many things and we’re weary of having to give so much effort, 
energy and thought to even small decisions. 

But it’s also wondrous that amid so much that is difficult, we are persevering and 
continuing to worship, to bring our offerings to God, and to connect with one 
another. Many have found their prayer lives expanded and enriched through 
daily offerings of prayer, but also the heart felt intentions they find 
themselves offering moment to moment and day to day. 

The economy of pastoral care is lived 
out through phone calls, and distanced 
visits, letters, notes, sharing books and 
recipes and upholding one another in 
prayer.  

 

Continued on next page 
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Economies of Grace continued 
The economy of care for our church facility has been ably navigated by many people 
including Peter Goddard, Brian Goddard, Lanny Hubbard, Gordon and Lenore English. 
Some of the projects exciting and some practical, but things have continued to hap-
pen and the sacred space we treasure will be ready to welcome us back when it is 
safe for us to gather.  The lower hall Sunday School rooms were flooded last winter, 
and so the building and grounds committee took the time and opportunity to clean, 
scrub, repaint along with putting in new flooring and blinds.  It looks fantastic as you 
can see here: 

In our outdoor worship space, Brian, Lanny and Tristan have recently completed an-
other stage of this initiative, the steps that double as seating:   

In this issue of the Messenger, we will consider some of the economies of grace that 
shape our life as a faith community.  Our treasurer, Lanny Hubbard, will update us on 
the financial ramifications of COVID for St. Michael’s. Helen Love and Peter Goddard 
will share some of our outreach economies and how to support those projects.  We’ll 
give thanks for the creativity of Phyllis Fatt and friends who offered plant and pro-
duce sales in new ways.   

As we move into November, we’ll safeguard the gardens and continue to give thanks 
for knowing that we are rooted and grounded in a love that surrounds, upholds and 
sustains us in all seasons.  

St. Michael’s Christmas 2020 Help Programme 
The Christmas Help Programme was started by the St. Michael's Anglican Church Women's group forty years ago. 
The ACW held a Christmas Bazaar and the proceeds was sent to clergy spouses serving in the Dioceses of the Arctic. 
The amount was initially $15, over time the amount has increased. 

When the ACW could no longer continue this project it was suggested the church congregation might take up this 
project. It was approved and over the years the gift has grown to $250 being sent to unemployed clergy spouses in 
the Arctic and Yukon Dioceses. We receive numerous responses of appreciation. I have been told that St. Michael's 
is the only parish in Canada with this particular programme. 

Again this year, it is our hope that the parishioners of St. Michael’s will endorse the Christmas Help Programme.  

Over the 40 years of this programme we have been able to assist several local families with grocery hampers and 
vouchers. Also as a further outreach project, we are pleased to be able to send a monetary gift to a number of the 
clergy spouses in the diocese of the Yukon and Arctic who have no employment income. It has been our wish that 
they use this gift to purchase something for themselves that would normally be outside of their budget. This year 
we hope to send a gift of $250.00 to each of the 22 persons whose names we have received.  

Our goal is $5,000.00 which we have achieved for the past several years. Can you help us do it again this year?  

If you would like to support this project please either mail a cheque to the church or drop an envelope through the 
Church office door. Your support to this project is greatly appreciated. 

Please indicate your offering envelope number or your address on your gift, so that your contribution can be re-
ceipted.  

Thank you for your continued support.         Peter Goddard  
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Giving Creatively 
 

There are many ways that you can support St. Michael’s - here are a few: 

Country Grocer Receipts and Stamps & Labels 

Did you know that when you give your Country Grocer receipts  to the Church, Country Grocer will give St. Michael’s 
1% of the value?  You can also  collect your used postage stamps and Campbell’s soup labels (including the UPC 
code) .  Just drop them off at the office, or pop them in the mailbox.  

Bottle Recycling 

Although our returnable box is closed, I think we all have returnables that need returning! Although the Bottle De-
pot on Glanford has remained open throughout our lockdown the Depot on Quadra Street is also now open.  Last 
year we raised $1,237 !  It’s easy, just tell recycle clerks, charity number 185  

Please keep recycling, the money raised is given as a bursary to students at Camosun who have overcome obstacles 
to their education and are in financial need.   

COOP Number 

St. Michaels’ Co-op number is 9300 please use when filling up with gas or shopping. All proceeds help us with special 
projects around the church.  

Thrifty’s Smile Cards 

Please remember to keep using your Thrifty Smile Cards. Monies raised support church projects. This year monies 
raised will be going towards repainting both levels of our hall. If you need a card, please contact Catie in the parish 

Purdy’s Chocolates 

Our annual Purdy’s Chocolate Fund Raiser is well underway this month! The campaign usually provides about 
$700.00 in funding, once a year. This money is then forwarded to the Women’s Guild for dispersal amongst its vari-
ous projects.    Approximately 35 orders are usually placed from within our St. Michael’s families and friends.  

If you would like to support the chocolate fundraiser, you can pick up the Purdy’s booklet which contains the order 
form inside, at the church office. It is open on Tuesdays and Catie will be there.   Fill out the order form and address 
the cheque to Terry Willow.   Return both together in an envelope back to Catie by Tuesday, November 24. 

The orders will be ready for you on Friday, December 4. Delivery instructions are still under discussion at this point 
In time.     Thank you for your support! 

Office Hours 

Catie is in the office on  

Tuesdays from 8am to noon 
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Financial Summary to Sept 30, 2020  
Treasurer’s Report 

This year has been so unusual due to the COVID 19 Virus 
impact on our everyday lives and our worship practices. 
We have learned to cope with new realities and, not 
surprisingly, our church finances have been impacted. It 
is hoped that this report will help to inform you of the 
current status. 

Operating Account 

Our financial position as of the end of September shows 
an operating deficit of -$23,047. While this is similar to 
the deficit at this time last year, it is in part because we 
have received almost $10,000 in wage subsidies from 
the Federal Government’s Wage Subsidy Program. The 
Synod Office has been managing the application process 
for this and has recently had to do recalculations of all 
the amounts received. It is not clear if we will receive 
more assistance or if we might have to pay some back. 

Looking just at Income, we have received approximately 
$10,000 less compared to last year at this time (not in-
cluding  the wage subsidy). Our envelope giving is simi-
lar to last year; however,  open collection is down by 
$2,000 which is not surprising given our inability to wor-
ship in the church. 

Outreach 

The big area where we have fallen behind this year is on 
our Outreach funding. The only Outreach campaign be-
fore COVID was for PWRDF. Through it and regular con-
tributions, we have contributed $4,165 to PWRDF so 
far. This compares to $6,055 last year at the same time. 

With only 2 months remaining in the year, Parish Coun-
cil has decided to proceed quickly with our traditional 
Christmas Help Campaign. This campaign which raises 
funds to help the Parishes in our two most northern 
Dioceses in Canada is a long running Outreach of St. 
Michael’s. Elsewhere in this Messenger, Peter has pro-
vided details of our goal for this year.  

What Parish Council hopes is that the Christmas Help 
campaign will be supported generously and that funds 
raised, in excess of the amounts to be dispersed to the 
Northern Parishes, will be sufficient for us to contribute 
to other organizations for which we would have had 
campaigns during the year. Last year we raised $7,100 
in the Christmas Help campaign, $2,055 for the Sisters 
of St. John, $3,300 for Threshold Housing, and $1,164 
for South Island Counselling. 

Transforming Futures 

At our Annual Meeting, we approved moving forward 
on this multi-year Diocesan wide initiative. Our Parish 
focus is A Quiet Garden at St Michaels. Key elements 
include an outdoor deck among the trees for worship, 
meditation and bible study. The Labyrinth, Prayer path,  
Historical walk, Entrance gateway, refinishing the Altar 
from Camp Columbia, and Memorial Benches. 

Work to date includes the Labyrinth and outdoor deck 
which has given us a place for evening outdoor worship. 
Ongoing work will take place over several years as plan-
ning progresses and funds are available. 

The financial goal of Transforming Futures was to raise 
an extra $160,000 over 5 years ($32,000 per year). This 
was to participate in and support the Diocese and 
Church beyond our Parish; continue and enhance our 
outreach programs; maintain, repair, and upgrade our 
buildings and grounds; and build our reserves to main-
tain a healthy financial situation. 

To date, contributions to Transforming Futures has 
been $2,895 which is short of the goal for this first year. 

Reserves 

We are fortunate in having good reserves accumulated 
through the generous giving and careful stewardship of 
our parishioners in the past, so we are not currently 
experiencing any cash flow problems. Unfortunately, 
interest rates have fallen so low that we are not earning 
much interest on our investments.  

The Future 

The continued contributions of Parishioners are much 
appreciated.   It is a challenge to remain engaged and 
feel connected to our Parish church when we have been 
unable to worship in person and engage in our many 
activities. However, COVID will end and we want to be 
able to sustain our Parish family and facilities for that 
day when we can all gather together again. 

If you have fallen behind in your weekly giving and are 
able to do some catch up, or to contribute to our Christ-
mas Help Campaign or Transforming Futures it would 
be greatly appreciated.  

You can drop your envelope through the church office 
mail slot or make an Internet Transfer to Treasur-
er@stmikevictoria.ca. You can also donate through 
Tithely from our website. All donations made electroni-
cally will be reflected in the Envelope Secretary’s Rec-
ords for Tax Receipt purposes. 

mailto:Treasurer@stmikevictoria.ca
mailto:Treasurer@stmikevictoria.ca
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Threshold Housing: 
Many of our youth are struggling right now. Some worse than others. This brings about additional pain and suffering 
in their lives in an environment where we always try to create safety and healing. It is not the first time they have 
experienced pain and trauma. But they are strong. Stronger than most people realize. They have felt brokenness and 
come out stronger, despite the odds being against them. 

Covid-19 has brought with it struggles and challenges. Our frontline staff team have been literal lifelines for at-risk 
youth who are seeking refuge and support. They are our heroes. 

The adjustments the team have made to keep our program running have been taxing on them.  There has been a 
significant reduction to the supports available to at-risk youth within the wider system through cancellation and/or 
reduction capacity of programs and services. We have seen a significant jump in mental health related challenges 
due to isolation and the uncertainty of the current reality. In addition to their regular roles, our frontline staff have 
adapted and are filling those gaps by adding temporary telephone/text based outreach counselling. We have ex-
panded our services and are supporting youth by providing temporary financial assistance for those who have lost 
income, we are helping provide food, and have hired additional staff for relief. We have had a record number of 
youth applying for our program and we currently have a backlog of youth. We have increased our intake and waitlist 
support to help support the vulnerable youth on the waitlist with access to food, bus passes, and hygiene supplies. 
We are relying on community support now more than ever to help us be able to continue providing safe homes and 
brighter futures for at-risk youth. 

We will continue forward this year, and the next, toward growing the availability of safe and affordable housing for 
at-risk youth in the Capital Region. 

We need your help to do so. If you are able, please consider becoming a monthly donor or giving a one-time dona-
tion to help us through this difficult time and for brighter futures that we hope to provide for every single youth in 
our care. Learn more at thresholdhousing.ca.  

Giving Creatively - Vegetable Sales 
Under the theme of giving Creatively, Phyllis Fatt was not going to let a pandemic and the cancellation of our fall 
fair to slow her down.   With a bountiful garden overflowing, Phyllis opened her gates to raise more than $2,200 for  
St. Michael’s.   When Phyllis has a “large vegetable sale” … she means LARGE VEGETABLE -  look at the size of those 
beetroots!  

thresholdhousing.ca
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Giving  
 

The following options are available to 
continue regular giving:  

1.  Use your regular envelope and drop it through the mail slot in the door of the office. 

2.  E-Transfer: If you do on-line banking, you can make an Internet E-Transfer from your account to St. Michael's 
Church using the email address treasurer@stmikevictoria.ca 

Set a security question (that can be used for future transfers) and call or email Lanny to give him the answer so that 
he can process the deposit. In the Message Box you can specify where you would like your donation to go  

3.  Tithe.ly : There is a link on our webpage at https://www.stmikevictoria.ca/giving which will allow secure con-
tributions by credit or debit card on the Tithe.ly platform. You do not need to sign up and login unless you want 
to be able to access a record of your donations. You will receive an email confirming your donation.  

NOTE: A fee of 2.9% plus 0.30 will be charged from your donation but you can tick the box "cover fee" if you 
wish. 

All contributions made will be recorded by our Envelope Secretary and receipts issued for Charitable Tax Donations. 
If you need any assistance in making a donation, please contact our Treasurer, Lanny Hubbard at 250-888-7495. 

Thank you in advance for helping us continue to live out God's vision for us and to spread the gospel of Christ Jesus. 

https://www.stmikevictoria.ca/   

Shine a Light on Youth – Silk Road Tea Box  

Once again this year, Threshold Housing has partnered with Silk Road Tea to create 
the perfect gift box and it includes 12 different flavours of tea. These make the per-
fect gift for the holiday season. Gift boxes are $20.00 each and all proceeds come 
to Threshold Housing and help continue providing safe housing, support services, 
and community to at risk youth.  

The 12 Silk Road tea flavours include: Angelwater, Berry Victoria, Beau-tea-ful Skin-
care, English Breakfast, Express Chai, Imperial Earl Grey, Jade Spring, London Fog, 
Philosophers Brew, Quench, Sour Cherry, Winter Warrior. 

Tins will be available in November and Helen Love will be happy to take your or-
ders and deliver them to you or arrange for you to pick them up.  Please email Hel-
en at helen.love@shaw.ca or text 250-818-0312 to place your orders. 

Bishop Logan’s Retirement Purse 

Unfortunately we are unable to make a donation from Parish funds to Bishop Logan's retire-
ment purse as we had previously wished to do as it is not allowed by the Canada Revenue 
Agency (CRA).  Any amounts to be donated must come from individual Parishioners.  

If you wish to donate, you should put cash, or a cheque addressed to Bishop Logan, in an enve-
lope marked for this purpose and drop it off at the parish offices. You cannot write a cheque to 
the Parish as these donations cannot pass through our books according to CRA rules.  

Any amounts donated will be consolidated and forwarded to the Synod office for onward 
transmission to Bishop Logan. Also note that a charitable receipt cannot be issued for these 
donations. 

https://www.stmikevictoria.ca/giving
https://www.stmikevictoria.ca/
mailto:helen.love@shaw.ca?subject=Threshold%20Housing%20Tea%20Order
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Editor: Helen Love 

The Messenger is the news-

letter of  St. Michael and All 

Angels’ Anglican Church. The 

Messenger is a communication 

means for members of the   

parish. It does not necessarily 

reflect the beliefs of the editor, 

or the church. While the news-

letter exists for parishioners to 

contribute their news, opinions 

and views, the editor may edit 

articles in order to facilitate 

understanding and fit space.  

Contributions should report on 

parish activities, advertise up-

coming events or be original 

literary articles, which are 

church related, maximum 500 

words.  

Please send submissions to the 

church office, preferably by e-

mail to smaaac@telus.net.  

St. Michael and All Angels’  
Anglican Church  

4733 West Saanich Road, 

Victoria, BC, V8Z 3G9  

Phone: 250-479-0540  

Email: smaaac@telus.net 

www.stmikevictoria.ca 

A prayer as I put on my mask 
 
Creator, 
as I prepare to go into the world, 
help me to see the sacrament 
in the wearing of this cloth - 
let it be "an outward sign 
of an inward grace" - 
a tangible and visible way of living 
love for my neighbours, 
as I love myself. 
 
Christ, 
since my lips will be covered, 
uncover my heart, 
that people would see my smile 
in the crinkles around my eyes. 
Since my voice may be muffled, 
help me to speak clearly, 
not only with my words, 
but with my actions. 

 
 
Holy Spirit, 
As the elastic touches my ears, 
remind me to listen carefully - 
and full of care - 
to all those I meet. 
May this simple piece of cloth be 
shield and banner, 
and each breath that it holds, 
be filled with your love. 
In your Name and 
in that love, 
I pray. 
May it be so. 
May it be so. 

~ Richard Bott 
Moderator of United Church of  

Canada 

We acknowledge that for thousands of years 
the Coast Salish, Nuu-chah-nulth, and 

Kwakwaka'wakw peoples have walked gently 
on the unceded territories where we now live, 

work, worship, and play.  

We seek a new relationship with the first     
peoples here; one based in honour and respect. 


