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WELCOME
We are glad you have joined us for worship this morning. There are candles in the
Chapel for those who wish to light one and say a prayer at any time before and during
the service. We ask that you please turn off all cell phones and other electronic devices.
After the service, we invite newcomers (and others!) to visit our Welcome Table
downstairs in the Lounge. This is a place where you can learn more about the various
activities and groups here at St. John’s, find contact information, ways to get involved
and have fun!

St John’s North Vancouver Parish recognizes we are on the unceded Coast Salish territories
within the Musqueam, Squamish and Tsleil-Waututh First Nations.

Ministering today at our 10:00 a.m. service:

Celebrant: The Reverend Patrick Blaney
Guest Preacher: Jill Parsons
Musician: Galina Martyniouk, piano
Choir Director: Christie Smith
Reader: Leeann Price

Announcements
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The Gathering of the Community

Celebrant The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God,
and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, be with you all.

All And also with you.

Celebrant Almighty God,
All to you all hearts are open,

all desires are known,
and from you no secrets are hidden.
Cleanse the thoughts of our hearts
by the inspiration of your Holy Spirit,
that we may perfectly love you, and worthily,
magnify your holy name;
through Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Collect
Celebrant Almighty God,
All your Son came into the world

to free us all from sin and death.
Breathe upon us with the power of your Spirit,
that we may be raised to new life in Christ,
and serve you in holiness and righteousness all
our days; through the same Jesus Christ, our
Lord.Amen.
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The Proclamation of the Word
The First Reading:
A reading from the Book of Ezekiel
The hand of the Lord came upon me, and he brought me out by the spirit
of the Lord and set me down in the middle of a valley; it was full of
bones. He led me all round them; there were very many lying in the
valley, and they were very dry. He said to me, ‘Mortal, can these bones
live?’ I answered, ‘O Lord God, you know.’ Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy
to these bones, and say to them: O dry bones, hear the word of the
Lord. Thus says the Lord God to these bones: I will cause breath to enter
you, and you shall live. I will lay sinews on you, and will cause flesh to
come upon you, and cover you with skin, and put breath in you, and you
shall live; and you shall know that I am the Lord.’

So I prophesied as I had been commanded; and as I prophesied,
suddenly there was a noise, a rattling, and the bones came together,
bone to its bone. I looked, and there were sinews on them, and flesh had
come upon them, and skin had covered them; but there was no breath in
them. Then he said to me, ‘Prophesy to the breath, prophesy, mortal,
and say to the breath: Thus says the Lord God: Come from the four
winds, O breath, and breathe upon these slain, that they may live.’ I
prophesied as he commanded me, and the breath came into them, and
they lived, and stood on their feet, a vast multitude.

Then he said to me, ‘Mortal, these bones are the whole house of Israel.
They say, “Our bones are dried up, and our hope is lost; we are cut off
completely.” Therefore prophesy, and say to them, Thus says the Lord
God: I am going to open your graves, and bring you up from your
graves, O my people; and I will bring you back to the land of Israel. And
you shall know that I am the Lord, when I open your graves, and bring
you up from your graves, O my people. I will put my spirit within you,
and you shall live, and I will place you on your own soil; then you shall
know that I, the Lord, have spoken and will act, says the Lord.’

Ezekiel 37:1-14
Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.



5Psalm 130
Out of the depths *
have I called you, O Lord;
Lord, hear my voice; *
let your ears consider well the voice of my supplication.
If you, Lord, were to note what is done amiss, *
O Lord, who could stand?
For there is forgiveness with you; *
therefore you shall be feared.
I wait for you, O Lord; my soul waits for you; *
in your word is my hope.
My soul waits for you, O Lord, *
more than sentinels for the morning, more than sentinels for the
morning.
O Israel, wait for the Lord, *
for with the Lord there is mercy;
with whom there is plenteous redemption, *
and who shall redeem Israel from all their sins.
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The Second Reading:
A reading from the first Letter of Paul to the Romans

To set the mind on the flesh is death, but to set the mind on the Spirit is
life and peace. For this reason the mind that is set on the flesh is hostile
to God; it does not submit to God’s law—indeed it cannot, and those who
are in the flesh cannot please God.

But you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit, since the Spirit of God
dwells in you. Anyone who does not have the Spirit of Christ does not
belong to him. But if Christ is in you, though the body is dead because of
sin, the Spirit is life because of righteousness. If the Spirit of him who
raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the
dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit that dwells
in you.

Romans 8:6-11

Hear what the Spirit is saying to God’s people.
All Thanks be to God.

The Gospel — Fifth Sunday of Lent
Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.
Celebrant The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ

according to John
All Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Now a certain man was ill, Lazarus of Bethany, the village of Mary and
her sister Martha. Mary was the one who anointed the Lord with perfume
and wiped his feet with her hair; her brother Lazarus was ill. So the
sisters sent a message to Jesus, ‘Lord, he whom you love is ill.’ But when
Jesus heard it, he said, ‘This illness does not lead to death; rather it is for
God’s glory, so that the Son of God may be glorified through it.’
Accordingly, though Jesus loved Martha and her sister and Lazarus, after
having heard that Lazarus was ill, he stayed two days longer in the place
where he was.
Then after this he said to the disciples, ‘Let us go to Judea again.’ The
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disciples said to him, ‘Rabbi, the Jews were just now trying to stone you,
and are you going there again?’ Jesus answered, ‘Are there not twelve
hours of daylight? Those who walk during the day do not stumble,
because they see the light of this world. But those who walk at night
stumble, because the light is not in them.’ After saying this, he told
them, ‘Our friend Lazarus has fallen asleep, but I am going there to
awaken him.’ The disciples said to him, ‘Lord, if he has fallen asleep, he
will be all right.’ Jesus, however, had been speaking about his death, but
they thought that he was referring merely to sleep. Then Jesus told them
plainly, ‘Lazarus is dead. For your sake I am glad I was not there, so that
you may believe. But let us go to him.’ Thomas, who was called the
Twin, said to his fellow-disciples, ‘Let us also go, that we may die with
him.’
When Jesus arrived, he found that Lazarus had already been in the tomb
for four days. Now Bethany was near Jerusalem, some two miles away,
and many of the Jews had come to Martha and Mary to console them
about their brother. When Martha heard that Jesus was coming, she went
and met him, while Mary stayed at home. Martha said to Jesus, ‘Lord, if
you had been here, my brother would not have died. But even now I
know that God will give you whatever you ask of him.’ Jesus said to her,
‘Your brother will rise again.’ Martha said to him, ‘I know that he will rise
again in the resurrection on the last day.’ Jesus said to her, ‘I am the
resurrection and the life. Those who believe in me, even though they die,
will live, and everyone who lives and believes in me will never die. Do
you believe this?’ She said to him, ‘Yes, Lord, I believe that you are the
Messiah, the Son of God, the one coming into the world.’

When she had said this, she went back and called her sister Mary, and
told her privately, ‘The Teacher is here and is calling for you.’ And when
she heard it, she got up quickly and went to him. Now Jesus had not yet
come to the village, but was still at the place where Martha had met him.
The Jews who were with her in the house, consoling her, saw Mary get
up quickly and go out. They followed her because they thought that she
was going to the tomb to weep there. When Mary came where Jesus was
and saw him, she knelt at his feet and said to him, ‘Lord, if you had been
here, my brother would not have died.’ When Jesus saw her weeping,
and the Jews who came with her also weeping, he was greatly disturbed
in spirit and deeply moved. He said, ‘Where have you laid him?’ They
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said to him, ‘Lord, come and see.’ Jesus began to weep. So the Jews
said, ‘See how he loved him!’ But some of them said, ‘Could not he who
opened the eyes of the blind man have kept this man from dying?’

Then Jesus, again greatly disturbed, came to the tomb. It was a cave,
and a stone was lying against it. Jesus said, ‘Take away the stone.’
Martha, the sister of the dead man, said to him, ‘Lord, already there is a
stench because he has been dead for four days.’ Jesus said to her, ‘Did I
not tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?’ So
they took away the stone. And Jesus looked upwards and said, ‘Father, I
thank you for having heard me. I knew that you always hear me, but I
have said this for the sake of the crowd standing here, so that they may
believe that you sent me.’ When he had said this, he cried with a loud
voice, ‘Lazarus, come out!’ The dead man came out, his hands and feet
bound with strips of cloth, and his face wrapped in a cloth. Jesus said to
them, ‘Unbind him, and let him go.’

Many of the Jews therefore, who had come with Mary and had seen what
Jesus did, believed in him.

John 11:1-45
Celebrant The Gospel of Christ.
All Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.

Sermon Jill Parsons-The Promise of New Life

Friends, the scripture for today is Ezekiel 37:1-14, Psalm 130, Romans
8:6-11; and the Gospel reading is John 11:1-45.

On Palm Sunday, the Church marks the beginning of Holy Week; a
precious and sacred time of prayer for Christians.

The Lenten season is almost over, yet there is much to pass through
before we celebrate on Easter Sunday.

The Gospel of John Chapters 1 through 12 include a series of signs –
signs that point to our relationship with God, a relationship that must be
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seen through the eyes of faith.

The story about the resurrection of Lazarus found in John 11:1-45 is the
greatest of signs found in this Gospel.

Previous signs include when Jesus encounters the woman at the well,
and reveals himself to her as living water; He feeds the many, and
reveals himself to the disciples as the bread of life. Jesus heals a man
born blind, and reveals himself as the light of the world; and now, Jesus
raises Lazarus from the dead and reveals himself as the resurrection and
the life.

Skipping ahead to verse 45, this account about Lazarus’ resurrection
works well as a story about conversion, where the writer reports that
many believed! The healing and resurrection of Lazarus brings more
believers into the Christian family.

John 11:45 is the end of the lectionary reading, but it is not the end of
the Lazarus story. The resurrection of Lazarus will lead to Jesus’
crucifixion.

Okay, that’s something to think about; but what if I chose to make this a
story about Mary and Martha? Hmnn, their brother Lazarus is dying and
might probably be dead by the time Jesus arrives…what a journey for a
family and friends…

Now this passage becomes not only a miracle story, as sign, or a
foreshadowing of what is to come for Jesus…Now this is a story about
relationships; relationships between two sisters who each go about their
work in different ways, relationships between friends of Jesus, between
disciples, and most of all, it points to OUR relationship with Jesus.

John’s Gospel in this case presents Martha’s stunning confession of faith,
of Jesus as “the Christ, the Son of God”. Martha is also presented as the
sister with initiative and assertiveness. She calls Mary to come with her
saying “the Teacher is here, and is calling for you…”

Mary was one of the early ministers and preacher in the house church.
Her role was complementary to Martha’s and they both exercised major
leadership roles in the early gatherings of Christians.

Women have always faced pressure to conform to the expectations of
society – but many have chosen to establish their identity outside of the
traditional roles defined by society.
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Mary and Martha’s friendship with Jesus demonstrates how they will
serve as believers and leaders; two early witnesses to a great sign which
increased their faith and perhaps prepared them for what would happen
to their friend Jesus.

The gift of healing and return to physical life that Jesus gives Lazarus is a
reprieve for Lazarus, but the eternal life that Jesus offers all of us is just
that – ETERNAL.

The famous “dry bones” passage from the prophet Ezekiel speak about
God’s faithfulness, God’s power, and God’s call to covenantal
relationship.
Those dry bones had probably been there for quite a while after some
terrible military action, but at the word of the Lord, which the Lord
empowered Ezekiel to speak – the dry bones took on sinew, flesh, skin,
and breath. Those dry bones cam to life as a sign and promise that God
would also restore Israel to life.

In the passage from Romans; Paul reassures us that the mind of the
Spirit is life and peace. This requires a spiritual transformation.
Renewing our minds is achievable with the Grace of God. Christ’s death
and resurrection makes spiritual transformation accessible to us and will
grant us the new life – a birth of a new way of being ---the Christian
way.

Righteousness is not earned, but a gift from God. Lazarus’ and Christ’s
resurrection stand as a guarantee of our resurrection too.

In the deepest, darkest depths of despair and utterly at a loss about
what to do – we can cry to God and know that we will be heard!

Psalm 130 refers to the affairs of the soul; and it is often used by
penitents upon their admission into the Church.

Psalms are confessional in nature, expressing and representing the full
range of human emotions in conversation with God.

Psalm 130, Ezekiel, the Gospel writer of John and Paul teach us that
whatever condition we are in, however deplorable, we may continue to
call upon God, Jesus, and the Holy Spirit and as believers place our trust
in such a loving relationship.

Patiently waiting on God to deliver us; because with God there is mercy,
There is deliverance, redemption, salvation and the promise of anew life
beyond the grave.
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This is good news! This good news is indeed, nourishment for the soul.

Amen.

Time for Reflection

Apostle’s Creed
Celebrant Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,
All I believe in God the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit
and born of the Virgin Mary.
He suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, dead, and buried.
He descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again.
He ascended into heaven,
and is seated on the right hand of the Father.
He will come again to judge
the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.



12

Prayers of the People

The Church: Archbishop Melissa Skelton, Linda Nicholls our Primate, Mark
MacDonald the Indigenous Archbishop of Canada and Patrick our Priest. Bishop Brent
Alawas, and the Clergy and People of the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines.
Care+share Outreach Program in the Diocese of New Westminster
− Urban Aboriginal Ministries (UAM) The Reverend Vivian Seegers

The Local Community: City & District of North Vancouver, Queen Mary
Community School.

The World: Lord, make me an instrument of your peace:
where there is hatred, let me sow love;
where there is injury, pardon;
where there is doubt, faith;
where there is despair, hope;
where there is darkness, light;
where there is sadness, joy.
O divine Master, grant that I may not so much seek
to be consoled as to console,
to be understood as to understand,
to be loved as to love.
For it is in giving that we receive,
it is in pardoning that we are pardoned,
and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.
Amen.

Those in Need: For those who are sick, hospitalized and in need of our prayers.
This week, our prayers are requested especially for these members and friends of our
St. John’s faith community: Berna, Bruce and Ann, Elsie, Wilma, Kelly, Dorothy D.,
Jaye E., Elle D., Allison M., Tom and Doreen H. Also for Olga S., Andy M.,
Meherunissa, Ratyia M., Doreen S., Laurie S., Ruby E., Frances B., Flo L., C.L.J.T.,
Sandro Y., Lesley G., Jean S., Ron and Rosemary P., Maria M., Joan C., Liam, Juanita
C., Galina M., Norm and Anne D., The Carmicheal family, Russell T., Allison M. and
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family, Margaret Mainwaring and the Mainwaring family.

The Dearly Departed: George Mainwaring, Carolyn Gentleman and Patrick
Carmicheal.

In Thanksgiving: In our cycle of prayer, we pray for these members of our faith
community: Helen Galan, Wendy Goa, Chris Gilbert, Keith Gilbert, Tanya, Travis and
Jacob Goble.

Confession and Absolution
Celebrant Dear friends in Christ,

God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy;
God welcomes us
and invites us to this table.
Let us confess our sins,
confident in God’s forgiveness.

Silence is kept.

Celebrant Most merciful God,
All we confess that we have sinned against you

in thought, word, and deed,
by what we have done,
and by what we have left undone.
We have not loved you with our whole heart;
we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ,
have mercy on us and forgive us,
that we may delight in your will,
and walk in your ways,
to the glory of your name. Amen.

Celebrant Almighty God have mercy upon you,
pardon and deliver you from all your sins,
confirm and strengthen you in all goodness,
and keep you in eternal life;
through Jesus Christ our Lord.

All Amen.
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Sharing of The Peace
We stand as we are able and greet our neighbours in the peace of Christ.

Celebrant May the peace of Christ always be with you
All And also with you.
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The Celebration of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts
Representatives of the people present the gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist (wit
money and other gifts for the needs and responsibilities of the Church) to the deacon or
celebrant before the altar. Your thoughtful and generous gifts enable our worship and
ministry to our world. We thank you.

The Prayer Over the Gifts
Celebrant God of grace,
All receive all we offer you this day,

you have freed us from our sins
and made us a kingdom in your Son
Jesus Christ our Lord.
Accept all we offer you this day,
and strengthen us in the new life you have given
us, through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

The Celebration of the Eucharist
Preparation of the Gifts
Representatives of the people present the gifts of bread and wine for the Eucharist (with
money and other gifts for the needs and responsibilities of the Church) to the deacon or
celebrant before the altar. Your thoughtful and generous gifts enable our worship and
ministry to our world. We thank you.

The Prayer Over the Gifts

Celebrant Giver of life,
All your Son has destroyed the power of death for all

those who believe in him.
Accept all we offer you this day
and strengthen us in faith and hope;
through Jesus Christ, the Lord of all the living.
Amen.
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The Great Thanksgiving/Eucharistic Prayer 1 (DoNW)

Celebrant The Lord be with you.
All And also with you.

Celebrant Lift up your hearts.
All We lift them to the Lord.

Celebrant Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
All It is right to give our thanks and praise.

Celebrant It is indeed right that we should praise you,
gracious God,
for you created all things.
You formed us in your own image:
male and female you created us.
When we turned away from you in sin,
you did not cease to care for us,
but opened a path of salvation for all people.
You made a covenant with Israel,
and through your servants Abraham and Sarah
gave the promise of a blessing to all nations.
Through Moses you led your people
from bondage into freedom;
through the prophets
you renewed your promise of salvation.

Therefore, with them, and with all your saints
who have served you in every age,
we give thanks and raise our voices
to proclaim the glory of your name.
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All Holy, holy, holy Lord,
God of power and might,
heaven and earth are full of your glory.
Hosanna in the highest.
Blessed is he who comes
in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest,
Hosanna in the highest.

Celebrant Holy God, source of life and goodness,
all creation rightly gives you praise.
in the fullness of time,
you sent your Son Jesus Christ,
to share our human nature,
to live and die as one of us,
to reconcile us to you,
the God and Father of all.
He healed the sick
and ate and drank with outcasts and sinners;
he opened the eyes of the blind
and proclaimed the good news of your kingdom
to the poor and to those in need.
In all things he fulfilled your gracious will.

On the night he freely gave himself to death,
our Lord Jesus Christ took bread,
and when he had given thanks to you,
he broke it, and gave it to his disciples,
and said, “ Take, eat:
this is my body which is given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me."
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After supper he took the cup of wine;
and when he had given thanks,
he gave it to them,
and said, “Drink this, all of you:
this is my blood of the new covenant
which is shed for you and for many
for the forgiveness of sins.
Whenever you drink it,
do this for the remembrance of me.”

Gracious God,
his perfect sacrifice
destroys the power of sin and death;
by raising him to life
you give us life for evermore.
Therefore we proclaim the mystery of faith.

All Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.

Celebrant Recalling his death, proclaiming his resurrection,
and looking for his coming again in glory,
we offer you, Father, this bread and this cup.
Send your Holy Spirit upon us and upon these gifts,
that all who eat and drink at this table
may be one body and one holy people,
a living sacrifice in Jesus Christ, our Lord.

Through Christ, with Christ, and in Christ,
in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory is yours, almighty Father,
now and for ever.

All Amen.
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All Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial,
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever. Amen.

The Breaking of the Bread

Celebrant We break this bread
to share in the body of Christ

All We, being many, are one body,
for we all share in the one bread.

The Communion

Celebrant The Gifts of God, for the people of God.
All Thanks be to God.
All who love God and desire Christ are welcome to receive communion at this table.
Gluten-free wafers are available. Please let the Eucharistic Administrator know if you
wish to receive one. Anyone desiring a blessing should fold their arms across their chest
after receiving communion, as an indication to the priest.

The Lord's Prayer



Prayer after Communion

Celebrant God of hope,
All in this eucharist we have tasted the promise

of your heavenly banquet
and the richness of eternal life.
May we who bear witness to the death of your
Son, also proclaim the glory of his resurrection,
for he is Lord for ever and ever. Amen.

The Doxology

Celebrant Glory to God,
All Whose power, working in us,

can do infinitely more
than we can ask or imagine.
Glory to God from generation to generation, in
the Church and in Christ Jesus,
for ever and ever. Amen.

Blessing

Dismissal

Celebrant Go forth into the world, rejoicing in
the power of the Spirit.
Our worship is now over, and our service begin

All Thanks be to God.


