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November 8, 2020 
“Suffering” 

“Why?” How can we believe in a God of love when there is so much suffering in the world? 
  

David Hume – 18th-century Scottish philosopher 

• If God is willing to prevent evil, but unable to do so, then God is not all-powerful. 

• If God is able to prevent evil, but unwilling to do so, then God is not loving. 

• If God is able to prevent evil and willing to prevent evil, why is there suffering still? 
  

Is God powerful enough to prevent evil? 

• God is Almighty (Genesis 17:1; Revelation 1:8; Matthew 19:26) 

• “Omnipotence” 

• C.S. Lewis – what do we mean by “omnipotence”? 

• God cannot create a world with true love and true freedom where everyone can only respond “Yes” to 

him. True love and true freedom mean the freedom to say “No”. This is called “free will”. 

• Creating us with “free will” makes evil / opposition possible; our use of “free will” makes evil / opposition 

actual. 
  

Is God unwilling to prevent evil? 

• C.S. Lewis – “love” is more than “kindness”, it must also mean “goodness”. 

• God’s goodness knows there’s a joy greater than suffering 
  

Why is there still suffering? 

• God has a bigger purpose despite the reality of suffering and evil 

To call us back to him AND to show us who he is 
  

How does suffering call us back to God? 

• Job, Joseph, Paul, Peter, Jesus each saw God’s bigger purposes beyond suffering 

• “Suffering is God’s megaphone” – C.S. Lewis. Revelation 21:4 
  

How does suffering show us who God is? 

• “Free will” means we could say “No” to God; but God has not said “No” to us 

• Jesus is God who suffers with us 

• The cross reveals God’s love 
  

What can we say to people? 

• Everyone must answer the “Why?” question – not just believers 

• We need justice – this only comes if we believe in God’s ultimate justice 

• People need Jesus more than a philosophical discussion on the origin of evil 

• The church is called to identify with the hurting, broken, and suffering – and show and share Christ 
  

A man who discovered hope not hatred 

  



 


