
45-08 Phrases Over Which to Linger 
Chapters 14 and 15, Guide to Universal Christ and Rev. 

Peggy McDonagh’s series on ‘Beguiled by Beauty.”  

CHAPTER 14: THE RESURRECTION JOURNEY 

Everything will be all right in the end. If it’s not all right, it is not 
the end. — The Best Exotic Marigold Hotel 
If the universe is ‘Christened’ from the very beginning, then, of 
course, it can never die forever. Resurrection is just incarnation 
taken to its logical conclusion. If God inhabits matter, then we 
can naturally believe in the ‘resurrection’ of the body. 
Nothing truly good can die. 
Resurrection is another word for change, but particularly 
positive change — which we tend to see only in the long run. In 
the short run, it often just looks like death.  
The resurrection of Jesus is like the icon you click on your 
computer to get to the right place. Christianity’s true and 
unique story line has always been incarnation.  
God is the one who gives life to the dead and calls into 
existence the things that do not exist. (Creatio ex nihilo is God’s 
job description.)

All goes onward and outward… and nothing collapses, and to 
die is different from what any one supposed, and much luckier.  
Neither Christ nor Jesus is outside of our natural reality … It will 
really help you, Christian or not, if you can begin to see Jesus 
— and Christ — as coming out of Reality, naming it, giving it a 
face, not appearing to Reality from another world.  
All rewards and punishments must primarily be seen as first of 
all —now— and inherent in good and bad behaviour. (p. 185) 
One circumscribed body of Jesus morphed into ubiquitous 
Light. (What happened at Jesus’s Resurrection?) 
Athanasius (298-373) said, ‘God, in Christ, became the bearer 
of flesh for a time so that humanity could become the bearer of 
Spirit forever.’ 



Creation is the first and probably the final Bible, Incarnation is 
already Redemption, Christmas is already Easter and Jesus is 
already Christ. p.189 
Such fully Implanted Love (the Spirit) cannot help but evolve 
and prove victorious and our word for that final victory is 
‘resurrection.’ 
If you are frightened into God, it is never the true God that you 
meet. If you are loved into God,, you meet a God worthy of 
both Jesus and Christ. How you get there is where you arrive.

Christ is risen! Christ is risen indeed! 
Love could not bear that. (Hell) 
God’s justice makes things right at their very core, and divine 
love does not achieve its ends by mere punishment or 
retribution. 
But I will love you even more until you come back to me! 
Threats of hell are unfortunately more memorable to people 
than promises of heaven. p.194 
John Dominic Crossan through art contends, “The West lost 
and the East kept the original Easter vision…. St. Paul writes, 
‘We are not all going to die, but we shall all be changed. 

CHAPTER 15: TWO WITNESSES TO JESUS AND CHRIST 

Spiritual knowing is an inner encounter and a calm inner 
knowing that we usually identify with ‘soul’ knowledge. We 
need this intimate inner knowing because we can’t be left at 
the visual level or we will always think we can localize, limit or 
capture God as a private possession or as something that can 
or must be proven to others. p. 202 
Mary came to a full spiritual knowing quickly because it was a 
knowing through love relationship and presence itself.  
The greater light you are, the greater shadow you cast. 
The foundation of Jesus’s social program is… non-idolatry, or 
the withdrawing of your enthralment from all kingdoms except 
the Kingdom of God.  



There is noting to be against, but just keep concentrating on 
the Big Thing you are for! 
The addict, or sinner, does not actually enjoy the world as 
much as he or she is enslaved to it. p. 208 
These smaller entities (according to Paul) have a life and death 
of their own, and can never be captured by either killing or 
‘redeeming’ one individual. Evil was seen by both Jesus and 
Paul as corporate bondage and illusion, more than just private 
perverse behaviour.  p, 210 
Remember, it is not the brand name that matters. It is that 
God’s heart be made available and active on this earth.  

FROM THE GUIDE TO UNIVERSAL CHRIST 

Almost all people are carrying a great and secret hurt, even 
when they don’t know it.” (p. 161)

The only way out of deep sadness is to go with it and through it 
…. When I try to heroically do it alone, I slip into distractions, 
denials and pretending and I do not learn suffering’s softening 
lessons.  (p. 161)

One side effect of our individualized reading of the Gospel is 
that it allows the clergy great control over individual behaviour, 
via threats and rewards. Obedience to authorities became the 
highest virtue in this framework, instead of love, communion or 
solidarity with God or others, including the marginalized. (p. 
165)

Resurrection is another word for change, but particularly 
positive change —which we tend to see only in the long run.  In 
the short run, it often just look like death. The Preface to the 
Catholic Funeral liturgy says, “Life is not ended, it is merely 
changed.” (p. 170-171) 
To negatively connect, to hate, fear or oppose is not to meet 
the Divine Personality. Thus we are strongly warned against 
such negativity in every way, and such things are called ‘sin’ or 
even the state of ‘hell,’ which is not really a geographical place 



but a very real state of consciousness. All rewards and 
punishments must primarily be seen as first of all now — and 
inherent in good and bad behavior. (p. 175) 
It is very interesting to me that the New Testament only ‘send 
out’ those who can be witnesses to resurrection, … that is, 
witnesses to this immense inner and outer conversation that is 
always going on. Otherwise, we have little to say that is really 
helpful and we just create unnecessary problems for people.  
Negative or cynical people, conspiracy theorists and all 
predictors of Armageddon are the polar opposites of witnesses 
to resurrection. And many such people appear to be running 
the world and even the churches.  The Christ of John’s Gospel 
says, ‘Be Brave, I have overcome the world’ and its 
hopelessness. Courage and confidence is our message! Not 
threat and fear. (p. 175-176) 
The first apostle was a woman.  And saying that is not trying to 
be politically correct.  It’s true by the early definition of an 
apostle as a ‘witness to the resurrection’ (Acts 1:22) Like Mary, 
we must somehow hear our name pronounced, must hear 
ourselves being addressed and regarded by Love, before we 
can recognize this Christ in our midst.  And like Mary, we 
usually need to start with the concrete encounter before we 
move to the universal experience available to all. (p.192) 
Very important, and an utterly new idea from Paul, was that the 
Gospel was not about following some criteria outside of the 
human person — which he calls the law — but that the locus of 
authority had changed to inside the human person. (p. 199) 
Paul would have agreed with Jesus, I think, that humans are 
punished by their sins more than for their sins. (p. 196) 

FROM “Beguiled by Beauty” - Remembering

 When we disconnect from God’s beauty within, we become 
confused and lose our way. (Wendy Farley) 



From Therese of Avila, “Humanities deepest problem is that we 
have forgotten the great beauty of our soul and who dwells 
there.” 
For Jesuit priest Richard Rohr, what breaks his heart is how all 
life’s tragedies pile up and overflow into one big, clumped-
together  sadness and suffering that seems inescapable… 
Julian of Norwich (1300s) believed that it was essential to hold 
together as one — both beauty and suffering… suffering was 
part of the human experience and had many causes… In the 
Christian mystic tradition, the image of Jesus on the cross is a 
dramatic symbol of how God fully enters our suffering and 
dwells within that anguish. 
Our ultimate Christian story is one of being loved. No 
pandemic, no suffering, no worldly upheaval can change that 
we are beautifully made and wonderfully cherished and held in 
love by the Creator… For our own well-being, we need to take 
moments to wrap ourselves with the warmth of God’s comfort 
and love…life is permeated with beauty and goodness and 
saturated with the divine. 



