
 

 

DEARLY LOVED (Luke 3:21-38 |February 17TH 2019  
Joanne Knight 

Introduction: 

• In chapter three the adult John the Baptist is dramatically introduced  
• He’s a voice in the wild – this crazy prophet living out in the wilderness 
• Telling people like it is and calling them to repentance through baptism 
• John’s message was just the start, a genuine liberator was about to come 

on the scene! 
• And that’s where we pick it up today 

 
Dearly Loved (3: 21-38) 
 

One day when the crowds were being baptized. Jesus himself was 
baptized. As he was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit, in 
bodily form, descended on him like a dove. And a voice from heaven 
said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring me great joy.” 
 
Jesus was about thirty years old when he began his public ministry.  
Jesus was known as the son of Joseph. Joseph was the son of Heli, Heli 
was the son of Matthat…David was the son of Jesse…Obed was the son 
of Boaz…Jacob was the son of Isaac, Isaac was the son of 
Abraham…Shem was the son of Noah…Enosh was the son of Seth, Seth 
was the son of Adam, Adam was the son of God. 

 
The Baptism (3: 21A) 

One day when the crowds were being baptized. Jesus himself was 
baptized.  

• Symbol of deliverance 

• The Exodus 

•  Israel was chosen to be a light to the nations  

• Israel’s deliverance is a foreshadowing  

• Jesus’ baptism is a demonstration of God’s ultimate deliverance   
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Holy Spirit Descends (3:21b – 22a) 

 As he was praying, the heavens opened, and the Holy Spirit, in bodily form, 
descended on him like a dove.  

• While Jesus is praying this crucial revelation happens  

• It is a sign 

• It is from this point that Jesus goes into the wilderness and is tempted by 
Satan, he then enters into His life of ministry 

• Jesus lived in dependence on the Holy Spirit 

• In order to walk out all God has for us we also need to be dependent upon 
the Holy Spirit 

 

Father’s Affirmation (3:22b) 
And a voice from heaven said, “You are my dearly loved Son, and you bring 
me great joy.” 

• Three questions: 
o Am I loved? 
o Do I belong? 
o Do I matter? 

• These words that God the Father speaks over Jesus, affirms all three. 
o Yes, he is loved 
o Yes, he belongs (God calls him son) 
o Yes, he matters, he brings the Father great joy 

 
• The relationship between God the Father and His son Jesus is intimate, they 

live in complete unity. 

•  We can have that same intimate relationship with God today through Jesus. 

•  He brings us into right relationship with the Father through His death on the 
cross and His resurrection 

• So when God looks at you and me He says, 
“This is my dearly loved daughter/son, and you bring me great joy.” 

 



 

 

• God is not looking for us to do anything to win his love, approval or pleasure 
o We do not have to earn his love and acceptance 
o We do not have to earn his forgiveness 
o We do not have to earn his joy over us 

 

Family Tree (23-38) 
Jesus was about thirty years old when he began his public ministry.  

Jesus was known as the son of Joseph. Joseph was the son of Heli, Heli 
was the son of Matthat…David was the son of Jesse…Obed was the son 
of Boaz…Jacob was the son of Isaac, Isaac was the son of 
Abraham…Shem was the son of Noah…Enosh was the son of Seth, Seth 
was the son of Adam, Adam was the son of God. 
 

• Luke, unlike Matthew, traces Jesus’s genealogy all the way back to Adam. 
He doesn’t stop at Abraham.  
• Luke is writing to a primarily non-Jewish audience.  
• He wants to affirm them that Jesus didn’t just come as the Messiah for 

the Jewish people, he came as the Saviour of the world, for ALL 
mankind.  

• We all come from Adam, who was created by God. 
•  God loves all people, He wants everyone to be saved, to be in right 

relationship with Him: John 3:16 
For God loved the world so much that he gave his one and only Son, so 
that everyone who believes in Him will not perish but have eternal life. 

• Jesus came for ALL people 
 
DISCUSSION QUESTIONS 
1. Who do you see as the world? 

o Do you have a blind spot? 

2. In what ways can we reach out to those who are on the fringes? 

o Is there anyone you can think of that would be an unlikely candidate 
to receive Jesus? 

3. Have these questions been answered for you: 

o Do you know that you are loved? 



 

 

o Do you know that you belong? 

o Do you know that you matter?  

4.  If so, how? If you are able, share an experience where you felt deeply loved 
by God the Father. 


