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welcoming 
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Opening —  
Mike Grammer
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Housekeeping
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Sept. 14 1 introductions
Sept. 21 2 Chapters 1 and 2  
Sept 28 3 Chapters 3 and 4
Oct. 5 4 Chapter 5, 6, 7

Oct. 12 No Class
Oct. 19 5 Chapters 8 and 9
Oct. 26 6 Chapters 10 and 11
Nov. 2 7 Chapters 12 and 13
Nov. 9 8 Chapters 14 and 15

Nov. 16 9 Chapters 16 and 17
Nov. 23 10 Appendices and Windup 
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 Words from 
Wayne
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UNIVERSAL AND PARTICULAR

“The more I come to know the immediate and 
particular, the more I come to understand 

the general and universal.”



Jesus and Christ 
Creation and Redemption 
East and West 
Indigenous Spirituality
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Four Major Themes

Questions / thoughts to 
ponder….



Questions / thoughts from 
Chapter 1 and 2

What do Rohr’s opening chapters have 
to do with me?   ’Christ is not Jesus’ last name’ and 
‘Accepting That You are Fully Accepted.’ 

How universal really is the concept of 
“Christ”?
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More from Fr. Richard Rohr
From Appendix One: The Four World Views 

1:  Spiritual World View 

2: Materialistic World View 

3. Theological World View 

4. Incarnational World View (Code Word is Christ.) 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VufHYh2DXZI

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VufHYh2DXZI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=VufHYh2DXZI


Chapter 3: Rohr’s “Linger”ing 
Phrases

Paul’s driving mission was “to demonstrate 
that Jesus was the Christ. “(Acts 9:22b) 

When you can honour and receive your 
own moment of sadness or fullness as a 
gracious participation in the eternal 
sadness or fullness of God, you are 
beginning to recognize yourself as a 
participating member of the one Universal 
Body . You are moving from I to We.
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Humanity has never been separate from God. 

I have never been separate from God, nor can 
I be, except in my mind. 

The proof that you are a Christian is that you 
can see Christ everywhere else. 

Anything that draws you out of yourself in a 
positive way — for all practical purposes — 
is operating as God for you at that moment.
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Chapter 3: 
Revealed in Us — As Us
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The Christ Mystery

Rohr: “In Christo” is used by Paul to 
demonstrate how we take on the 
Christ mystery. 
The Collective Unconscious — reflects 
how all humans are essentially 
grounded in the Christ mystery. 
The Collective Unconscious can be 
expanded universally to include all 
creation. 
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A Major Paradigm Shift 
was Missed …

… in the transition from Judaism to Christianity

The Cosmic Christ can be an 
image uniting both faiths.



Chapter 4: Linger awhile 
over Rohr’s Phrases

St. Bonaventure (1221-1274) taught that to 
work up to loving God, start by loving the very 
humblest and simplest things, and then move up 
from there. 

How you do anything is how you do everything. 

I have never met a truly compassionate or loving 
human being who did not have a foundational 
and even deep trust in the inherent goodness of 
human nature.
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Chapter 4:           
Original Goodness
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A trust in inner 
coherence itself (Faith)

A trust that this 
coherence is positive and 

going somewhere good 
(Hope)

A trust that this 
coherence includes me 
and even defines me 

(Love)



Original Goodness

     At the dawn of creation - when the "big 
bang" occurred - all sentient creatures were 
created good, not bad. (Primal Goodness) 

     The great chain of being - all began as 
God's loving gesture. (I John 1ff). 
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As Matthew Fox taught us 
more than a generation ago -



Implanted Knowing

Rohr’s Definition
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Consciousness

The Law 
written in 
your heart

Soul

Indwelling 
Holy Spirit

Popular 
Definition

Poets 
and 

music
-ians

Jeremiah 
31:33Christians



Who is this God 
that we finally see?

“It is Being Itself, for God is the one 
in whom we live and move and have 
our own being… We are all God’s 
children.” Acts 17:28
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Doctrine of Original Sin 
Explained

… was good and helpful … it taught us not to be 
surprised at the frailty and woundedness that 
we all carry. 

“Just as goodness is inherent and shared, so it 
seems with evil… Knowledge of our shared 
wound ought to free us from the burden of 
unnecessary — and individual — guilt or shame, 
and help us to be forgiving and compassionate 
with ourselves and with one another.” 
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=kWGIk8ohWUc



Concluding thoughts ….
We humans have mistaken God's 
founding intent.  
We have defined this as "creation and 
fall."  
We have viewed ourselves as sinful from 
the start.  

      
    What do you think?
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We must reclaim the 
Christian project. (p. 68)
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We need a generous cosmic vision to renew our 
theology. 

We can practise this goodness through faith, 
hope and love — living a life of trust. 
This gives all creation a universally-shared 
dignity.



Time to Talk
Issues, questions, topics 
raised on Chat 

What can I apply to my life 
from Chapter 3? Revealed in 
Us— As Us  

Chapter 4? Original Goodness
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For Next Week
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Read Chapters 5, 6 and 7: 
5.  Love is the Meaning 
6. A Sacred Wholeness 
7. Going Somewhere Good

Opening and Closing next 
week: Bill Way



The Last Word belongs to 
Mike

 closing
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