


St. Laurence, Coquitlam 
November 8, 2020 at 9:30 am 

Twenty Third Sunday after Pentecost 

Gathering of the Community 
All are warmly welcomed to our worship.  

“Yesterday I was clever, so I wanted to change the world. Today I am wise, 
so I am changing myself.” ― Rumi 

     

Call to Worship 
 In all our weakness and strength, 
 with our youth-filled spirits and aging bodies, 
 we come to be your people, O God. 
 Strong in faith and eager with questions, 
 singing our praise and whispering our prayers, 
 we come to be your people, O God. 
 Filled with saintly determination 
 yet mindful of our human limitations, 
 we come to be your people, O God. 
 Made strong in your endless love for us, 
 we know ourselves to be yours and 
 we come to be your people, O God. 
 May we truly become your people today. Amen.  
                   from “All Saints Day (Year A),” posted on Seasons Online.  
               http://www.seasonsonline.ca/files/all-saints-day_cong-life_yr-a.pdf 
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Hymn    Hurry the Lord is Near 

    Refrain 
    Alleluia! Hurry, the Lord is near. 
    Alleluia, alleluia! Hurry, the Lord is near. 

  1. Sound the trumpet, the Lord is near; 
Hurry, the Lord is near; 
see, he comes to save us all. 
Hurry, the Lord is near!   Refrain  

 2. Earth has longed for his approach: 
     Hurry, the Lord is near; 
     straighten the road, smooth the path. 
     Hurry, the Lord is near!   Refrain  

 3. Go out to meet him, shout his name: 
     Hurry, the Lord is near; 
     his mighty kingdom shall never end. 
    Hurry, the Lord is near!   Refrain  

 4. He is the mighty one, he is the Word: 
     Hurry, the Lord is near; 
     God everlasting, Prince of Peace. 
    Hurry, the Lord is near!   Refrain 
Contributors: Ernest Sands, Patrick Lee;  Text © 1982, Patrick Lee. Music © 1979, Ernest Sands. Text and music     
 published by OCP. All rights reserved.. Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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Reading    Wisdom of Solomon 6:12-20 
12 Wisdom is radiant and unfading,  
and she is easily discerned by those who love her,  
and is found by those who seek her.  
13 She hastens to make herself known to those who desire her.  
14 One who rises early to seek her will have no difficulty,  
for she will be found sitting at the gate.  
15 To fix one’s thought on her is perfect understanding,  
and one who is vigilant on her account will soon be free from care,  
16 because she goes about seeking those worthy of her,  
and she graciously appears to them in their paths,  
and meets them in every thought.  
17 The beginning of wisdom* is the most sincere desire for instruction,  
and concern for instruction is love of her,  
18 and love of her is the keeping of her laws,  
and giving heed to her laws is assurance of immortality,  
19 and immortality brings one near to God;  
20 so the desire for wisdom leads to a kingdom.  
NRSV Bible, copyright © 1989 the Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the Churches of                

Christ in theUnited States of America. Used by permission. All rights reserved. 
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Psalm 70    Come Quickly to Help Us 

 Refrain:  
 Come quickly to help us, 
 We look to you, have mercy upon us. 
 Come quickly to help us, 
 Faithful and true, we trust in your love. 

 Help me, God, 
 Lord, be quick and save me. 
 People are plotting to kill me; 
 humble them, shame them. 
 They want to ruin me; 
 ruin and disgrace them. 
 Let those who jeer at me 
 swallow their shameful taunts.   Refrain 
  
 But those who seek you 
 and trust your saving love 
 rejoice and always sing, 
 “God is great.” 

 I am poor and helpless, 
 O god, hurry to my side! 
 Lord, my help, my rescue, 
 do not delay.    Refrain 
   Contributor: Richard Bruxvoort Colligan ; Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 
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Gospel Reading 

Reader  May God be with you. 
All  And also with you. 

Reader  The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ    
  according to Matthew. 
All  Glory to you, Lord Jesus Christ. 

Gospel       Matthew 25:1-13 

“Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took 
their lamps and went to meet the bridegroom. 2Five of them were 
foolish, and five were wise. 3When the foolish took their lamps, they 
took no oil with them; 4but the wise took flasks of oil with their lamps. 
5As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and 
slept. 6But at midnight there was a shout, ‘Look! Here is the 
bridegroom! Come out to meet him.’ 7Then all those bridesmaids got 
up and trimmed their lamps. 8The foolish said to the wise, ‘Give us 
some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.’ 9But the wise replied, 
‘No! there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to 
the dealers and buy some for yourselves.’ 10And while they went to 
buy it, the bridegroom came, and those who were ready went with him 
into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 11Later the other 
bridesmaids came also, saying, ‘Lord, lord, open to us.’ 12But he 
replied, ‘Truly I tell you, I do not know you.’ 13Keep awake therefore, 
for you know neither the day nor the hour.  

Reader  The Gospel of Christ. 
All            Praise to you, Lord Jesus Christ.    

Homily         Reverend Eric Mason 
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Prayers of the People 
 Let us pray to the Lord, 
 who is our refuge and stronghold.  
 For the health and well-being of our nation, 
 that all who are fearful and anxious 
 may be at peace and free from worry: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 

 For the isolated and housebound, 
 that we may be alert to their needs, 
 and care for them in their vulnerability: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
 For our homes and families, 
 our schools and young people, 
 and all in any kind of need or distress: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 

 For a blessing on our local community, 
 that our neighbourhoods may be places of trust and friendship, 
 where all are known and cared for: 
 Lord, hear us, 
 Lord, graciously hear us. 
  
 I invite you to offer your own prayers and petitions:  
  
                (A moment of silence) 

 Faithful God, we commend ourselves, and all for whom we   
 pray, to your steadfast love, healing and protection. 
 Merciful One,  
 Accept these prayers 
 for the sake of your Son, 
 our Saviour Jesus Christ.    Amen. 

-7-



Lord's Prayer 
 Our Father in heaven,  
 hallowed be your name;  
 your kingdom come,  
 your will be done  
 on earth as in heaven.  
 Give us this day our daily bread,  
 Forgive us our sins  
 as we forgive those who sin against us;  
 Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil, 
 or the kingdom, the pow’r  
 and the glory are yours, 
 now and forever.   Amen. 
 David Haas © 1986 by GIA Publications, Inc    
      Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 

Hymn   

Christ Be Our Light 
 1.  Longing for light, we wait in darkness. 
 Longing for truth, we turn to you. 
 Make us your own, your holy people, 
 light for the world to see.  

 Refrain 
 Christ, be our light! Shine in our hearts. 
 Shine through the darkness. 
 Christ, be our light! 
 Shine in your church gathered today. 

 2.  Longing for peace, our world is troubled. 
 Longing for hope, many despair. 
 Your word alone has pow’r to save us. 
 Make us your living voice.   Refrain 
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 3. Longing for food, many are hungry. 
 Longing for water, many still thirst. 
 Make us your bread, broken for others, 
 shared until all are fed.   Refrain 

 4. Longing for shelter, many are homeless.    
 Longing for warmth, many are cold. 
 Make us your building, sheltering others, 
 walls made of living stone.   Refrain 

 5. Many the gifts, many the people, 
 many the hearts that yearn to belong. 
 Let us be servants to one another, 
 making your kingdom come.   Refrain 
Contributors: Bernadette Farrell© 1993, Bernadette Farrell. Published by OCP. All rights reserved. 
  Reprinted under OneLicense A-710159. 

The Blessing 

Presider May the blessing of the God of Abraham and Sarah, 
 and of Jesus born of our sister Mary,  
 and of the Holy Spirit who broods over creation  
 as a mother over her children, 
 be upon us and remain with us always.   Amen. 
                               

Dismissal  
      Love wholeheartedly. 
      Live as you were created. 
      Be God’s people in our fragmented world.    Amen.            
               by Tim Graves and posted on LiturgyBits. https://liturgybits.wordpress.com 
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The flowers are given to the glory of God  
and in thanksgiving for the life of Nigel, husband, father and 

grandfather by Julie Lemon and family.” 
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 Like the Realm of God  

How is this like the Realm of God?  
 

Bridesmaids await the groom.  
Some run out of oil.  
The others decline to share.  
Right when the groom comes  
the unprepared ones run off to buy oil.  
The others enter the hall without them.  
When they return, the groom rejects them.  

 
Bridesmaids who aren't prepared,  
others who refuse to share,  
those who run away right when they're needed,  
hose who are happy to desert them,  
and a groom who refuses to admit his friends:  
none of these people are behaving well. None.  

 
How is this like the realm of God?  
A voice in your heart recoils, says,  
“This could all be different!”  

 
There. That is like the realm of God.  

—November 8, 2017
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News and Notes

November 8, 2020


For more information on St. Laurence and upcoming activities  

 Fall Clean Up 
Is being planned for November 14th from  

10 am to 12 noon. 

Due to COVID, we will ask you to bring your 
own lunch and a chair. 

Please phone Juley at the church office if you can  
come out to help. 

Please bring a wheelbarrow if you can, a dutch hoe and if 
anyone has a long handled hedge trimmer. 


