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October 1, 2020
Give Thanks in All Circumstances

Update on Live Worship

Rejoice always, pray continually, give thanks in
all circumstances; for this is God’s will for you in
Christ Jesus (I Thessalonians 5:16-18).

In May of 2017 a fire closed the wing of our Church
building that used to be called the Youth Centre.
Forty months later, on September 13, we were finally
able to officially open the newly-renovated Chapel,
and on the same day hold the first fully ‘live’ worship
services to be held anywhere in the building since
March 8 of 2020. Since then we have held nine
worship services in the Chapel (three every Sunday),
and have had an average attendance of 190 people
every weekend.

The arrival of Thanksgiving each year prompts
everyone to think about the things that they have
to be thankful for. But for the followers of Jesus
Christ, being thankful is more than just an idea
that crops up once a year, like Pumpkin Spice as a
food flavour. Christians are called on, and inspired,
to give thanks at all times, in all circumstances.
That includes giving thanks even when things are
going badly. You will recall that the first
admonition that James offers to his readers, in the
letter that we are studying together this fall, is
“Consider it pure joy, my brothers and sisters,
whenever you face trials of many kinds” (James
1:2). This is a tall order. But the God who asks this
of us is the same God who, through the presence
and power of His Holy Spirit, alive within us, gives
us both a reason to be thankful and the power to
be joyful.
Joyfulness and thankfulness are connected to
each other, but it is important to understand how.
Ann Voskamp, the well-known Canadian
Christian blogger and writer on spirituality, has
helpfully written that for the follower of Jesus
Christ “Being joyful isn’t what makes you grateful.
Being grateful is what makes you joyful.”
We are all enduring some degree of hardship
because of COVID-19. Many who do not know
Christ will find it hard to muster up quite as much
‘thankfulness’ as usual this year. But this offers
us, as those who DO know Him, a wonderful
opportunity to bear witness to His love. Let people
see your joy this Thanksgiving, and then be
prepared – as the apostle Peter encourages us to
be prepared – to give an account for the hope that
is in you (I Peter 3:15).

In many ways, the times of worship that we are
sharing together each Sunday are very different than
the worship services that we used to hold before the
pandemic. We are limited to no more than 50 people
at a time gathering together in a single space for a
public event. We are practicing physical distancing
between people from different households. Staff,
volunteers, and many of the worshippers wear
masks. There is no hugging or shaking hands. No
coffee or snacks are being shared. The worship team
is smaller, the service is shorter, and we have very
little chance to linger in the foyer and chat, because
of the need to sanitize and get the space ready for
the next group of people coming in.
Still, with all of these changes, the joy at being able to
worship together in person is palpable. To see old
friends and look into their eyes. To hear live
preaching. To sing in unison. To bow our heads
together in prayer. And the Chapel has been worth
the wait. The design features are beautiful. The room
is at once both spacious and intimate. And the sound
quality is gorgeous.
The feelings of many who have had the chance to
worship together again in the newly-renovated
Chapel are well summed up in the words of the
Psalmist who said, “I rejoiced with those who said to
me, ‘Let us go to the house of the Lord’”
(Psalm 122:1).

Worship Registration is
Now Online

Sevenoaks Kids is Live!
It is not any easy thing to put on a kids program in
conjunction with Sunday worship services during a
pandemic. But the resourceful, creative and
committed members of our Children’s Ministry
team, led by Pastor Renee, have found a way to do it
which is COVID-safe for kids, their families, and their
teachers. Over the first three Sundays that
Sevenoaks Kids has been up and running again,
we’ve had an average of over a dozen children
attending each week. For now, we are only offering
the Sevenoaks Kids program in conjunction with our
11:00 a.m. service. If we find that more and more
families want to have their kids attend, we will also
resume offering the program in conjunction with our
9:00 a.m. service as well.

In July, when we started holding in-person
worship gatherings at the church building, it
became necessary for us to introduce a system
for pre-registering people to attend. This is
because we are all still under the protection of a
Provincial Public Health Order which limits to 50
the number of people who can be gathered
together in one place at one time, in relatively
close contact with each other, for a public event.
Since July our system for pre-registration has
involved having people phone the church office
during office hours during the week.
We are pleased to announce, however, that we
are now introducing an online registration
system. Starting October 5, people who want to
register to attend one of our services will be able
to go online, visit the Sevenoaks website at
sevenoaks.org and reserve a spot in any of our three
Sunday worship gatherings (9:00 am / 11:00 am /
6:00 pm). Each week, online registration for the
following Sunday will open at midnight on
Sunday night and close at midnight on Saturday
night, or whenever that particular worship service
is full.

Here’s how it works. If a family wants to attend our
11:00 service and have one or more of their kids take
part in the Sevenoaks Kids program, they register by
contacting Pastor Renee directly. On Sunday
morning when they arrive, they are directed to park
in the back parking lot of the church, next to
Centennial School. They enter the building through
the Back Entrance (at the south end of the
Breezeway). The kids are signed in at the gym, and
the other members of the family are sent upstairs,
where they are seated in the balcony for the service.
By using this system, the kids and their families and
their teachers can be kept in their own 50-person
cohort, completely separated from the up to 50
people who are registered to attend the service and
sit on the main floor of the Chapel.

When you open up our website to register, you
will be given 6 seating options to choose from.
Worshippers at each of our 3 services will have
the option of reserving seating on the main floor
of the Chapel, but for our 9:00 am and 6:00 pm
services, open registration will also be available
for those who want to sit in the Chapel Balcony.
For our 11:00 am service, families who want to
register their children in the Sevenoaks Kids
program will be simultaneously registered to sit in
the Chapel Balcony for the worship service.

Meanwhile, Pastor Renee and her team have the
gym and several of the smaller classrooms all set up
to give the children a nearly complete Sevenoaks
Kids experience. There’s no hugging and no snacks,
but there’s a lot of fun, a lot of creative activities,
and a lot of learning about Jesus. If you have any
questions or would like more information, Pastor
Renee would be happy to answer your questions.

Those who are unable to access the internet to
use the online registration system, and also
unable to have a friend or family member go
online to register for them, will still be able to
register by calling the church office at 604-8530757 during regular office hours, which are from
8:30 until 4:30 Monday through Thursday.
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The Church Building is Busy Again
One of the ways in which we are blessed at Sevenoaks is that we have a very large building (nearly
97,000 square feet!), with a lot of different-sized rooms in which we can hold gatherings of various sizes.
This has meant that as the fall has rolled around, we have been able to resume operation of a lot of our
mid-week ministries, while still respecting the Provincial Public Health Order that limits to 50 the
number of people who we can have in attendance at any one event.
By having different user groups enter and exit through different doors, by keeping the members of these
different groups separated from each other, and by setting up all of our rooms for physical distancing
(participants sit at least 6 feet apart), we are making sure that if someone who is sick and doesn’t know
it yet enters the building, we have a limited number of people who are at risk of exposure. Common
surfaces are sanitized frequently, especially between events. We are keeping careful records of who
attends every event, in case it becomes necessary for public health authorities to do contact tracing. And
by asking all ministry participants to stay home if they are sick, wash their hands frequently, practice
physical distancing, and wear a mask in situations where it is easy to do so, we are inviting the whole
church family to join us in loving our neighbours.
Not only are many of the ministries that ordinarily take place at the church up and running again, but
due to COVID-19 many of our Gospel Community groups have started using rooms at the church for
their weekly meetings. The following schedule describes just some of the mid-week events that are
happening in the building this fall.

Day

Daytime

Evening

Sunday

Worship Services
Sevenoaks Kids

Monday

Helping Hands

Worship Service
Young Adults Group Event
ARM for Men
ARM for Women
Gospel Community Meeting

Tuesday

Pastoral Staff Meeting
Gospel Community Meeting

Wednesday

Men’s Morning Prayer Group
CHatS Women’s Studies
Gospel Community Meeting

Thursday

40/60 Seniors Gatherings
Pre-Service Prayer Group

High School Youth
Middle School Youth
Gospel Community Meetings
Men’s Reading Group
Moms of Youth
Worship Team Rehearsal
Alpha Course
Board of Elders / Committee Meetings
Young Adults Bible Study
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Who’s Who in the Church Office
Many people tend to evaluate a church by the experience
that they have when they attend a worship service on the
weekend. But what about the experience that people have
when they walk in through the doors of the church office
during the week? At a church like Sevenoaks, particularly
during a season when so few people are able to come out
and attend Sunday Services, the ‘front line’ of ministry at the
church is the front desk of the office. Thankfully, we have a
wonderful office staff at Sevenoaks, and that allows us to
put our best foot forward.

Sunday

October 4
October 11
October 18
October 25
November 1
November 8
November 15
November 22
November 29
December 6

Grace Jorgensen has been our Receptionist since 2016,
and ‘grace’ is the right word to sum up the experience that
people have when they first come in through the office
doors, or call the main office phone number. Grace is as
famous for her smile as she is for her love of flowers, and for
many a visitor seeing her is one of the highlights of their day.
Grace works every morning that the office is open (Monday
to Thursday), from 8:30 until 1:00.

Scripture

James 2:1-13
James 2:14-26
Missions Sunday
James 3:1-12
James 3:13-18
James 4:1-10
James 4:11-17
James 5:1-6
James 5:7-12
James 5:13-20

Financial Giving
Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ,
an act of worship to the living God & an expression of
trust in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision
of knowing Jesus & making Him known.
Online via Tithe.ly
Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recurring gift to the church using Tithe.ly. Use a credit card
& designate where you want your gift to go.

Tammy Toews has been our Administrative Assistant
since 2011. She’s the hard-working jack-of-all-trades utility
hitter on our admin team. She provides admin support to 7
full-time pastors and countless ministries, publishes a
weekly prayer letter, and does all of the production work on
this newsletter. She also doubles as our receptionist every
afternoon from 1:00 until 4:30. Tammy, who worked right
through the first six months of the pandemic without taking
any time off, is now taking a very well deserved vacation for
the next three weeks. (Please pray for Pastor Brian!)

Online Banking
There are 2 ways to give through your financial
institution’s online banking site:
1. Bill Payment
Add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a payee. Note your
offering envelope number as your account number.
2. E-Transfer
Add life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the
amount you want to give & make up a security
question. Then be sure to send the security question
answer for the e-transfer in a separate email to
life@sevenoaks.org so that we can accept it.

Jenn Pitzel has been our Bookkeeper since 2017, and she
handles everything financial. Well-organized, systematic and
precise in her approach to her work, Jenn also has an active
desire to be helpful to people, which makes her a perfect fit
to round out the ‘front-facing’ team. Jenn will be very busy
this month, doing double duty herself as our afternoon
receptionist while Tammy is away.

Cheque
Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance
Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope
number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the
completed cheque in an envelope & mail or bring it to
the church office.
Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church!

Operation Christmas Child

Contact Information

Look for the shoebox display in the
Chapel lobby starting October 11.
Pick up boxes there on Sundays or
at the church office during the week.

Sevenoaks Alliance Church
2575 Gladwin Road
Abbotsford BC V2T 3N8
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Help us keep your information current.
Contact Tammy at the church office or
email ttoews@sevenoaks.org

