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GOD HAS CREATED AND IS CREATING  

November 17, 2019 
Pentecost 23 
Isaiah 65:17-25 
2nd Thessalonians 3:6-13 

(prayer) 
 בראשית ברא אלהים את השמים ואת הארץ

In the beginning, God created the heavens  
and the earth. 

// 
The familiar words that begin our bibles confidently claims that everything that exists has an origin 

in the activity of God. 
For its ancient audience, the poetic words of Genesis, chapter one, paint a picture of the known 

world in three vignettes: 
1. Into dark chaos, God creates light -- manifested as the sun, moon and stars. 
2. God separates sea and sky where fish and birds thrive. 
3. God collects waters into rivers, lakes and oceans to allow dry land to emerge.  And life of all 

kinds thrives on the land: including a special creature made in the image of God: us! 
// 
Genesis two paints a similar picture for the ancient hebrews, in a different way: a lifeless desert is 

watered with new rivers and a bountiful forest garden grows.  In this version of creation, God (like a 
potter) combines water and earth into clay and fashions living creatures, beginning with a special one 
who is made to tend and care for the garden.  Then God continues to create more living creatures to 
allow community to emerge: It is not good that the [gardener] should be alone. 

// 
// 
Contrary to the espousements of biblical literalists, I don’t believe that the original genesis 

storytellers ever intended to claim (precisely) how everything was created -- only to profess that the 
world (as we know it) comes from the mind and intentions of God.  

// 
// 
Part of the reality of the world we know is that, as human animals, we are curious and inquisitive.   
We observe the world, we reflect on what we see and make predictions about how things work 

and what it all means.  And... we pass on those findings and reflections on to new generations who 
expand on that work.  Over time, the smartest among us have found ways to explain the how of 
creation as best they can.  Science is a humble endeavour -- old truth is always challengable as new 
truth emerges. 

// 
"The universe (as we know it) started with a small, mysterious singularity, that inflated over the 

next 13.8 billion years.  In the first second after the universe began, the cosmos contained a vast 
array of fundamental particles such as neutrons, electrons and protons. These decayed or combined 
as the universe got cooler.  Over time, free electrons met up with nuclei and created neutral atoms. 
This allowed light to shine through about 380,000 years after the Big Bang."   

The rest - as they say - is (literally) history. 
// 

http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=440607960
http://bible.oremus.org/?ql=440607960
https://www.space.com/25126-big-bang-theory.html
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In the beginning, God created the heavens  
and the earth. 

// 
// 
Fifty-one years ago, our expression of Christianity, the United Church of Canada, used words to 

paint a picture of belief for our time.  We called it A New Creed.  This part of UCCan doctrine now 
begins this way: 

We are not alone, 

we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 

who has created and is creating, 

who has come in Jesus, 

the Word made flesh, 

to reconcile and make new, 

who works in us and others 

by the Spirit. 

// 
We believe in God: who has created and is creating. 
// 
We believe in a creator who is more active than speaking the first light into being; more active 

than watering the primordial desert; more than the initial banger of the cosmic singularity. 
We believe that God is more active than a passive observer of a universe in motion. 
We believe in God who has created AND IS CREATING.  
// 
// 
The final twelve chapters of the book of Isaiah date from about the same time as the prophet 

Haggai, who we read from last week: the years immediately following the return of the Hebrew people 
after a few generations of forced exile by the rivers of Babylon.  The people, who have endured 
through old stories of past greatness were now living into the challenges of rebuilding life in the 
homeland of their grandparents. 

Last week, we heard Haggai ask the elders, looking at a Temple being modestly rebuilt: you saw 
the former house in all its glory, how does it look to you now?  It's like nothing, right? 

A few years later, in the time written about in Isaiah 65, the initial excitement and energy of that 
homecoming has faded a bit and the hard realities of restoration have created some disillusionment.  

Into that stalled joy, the prophet speaks God's commitment: no more shall the sound of weeping or 
the cry of distress be heard in Jerusalem… The people shall not labour in vain; their children shall be 
offspring blessed by the Lord - and their descendants as well. 

// 
Unlike the years under Babylonian rule, when no home felt permanent and even the harvest was 

controlled by others, the promise is you shall build houses and inhabit them and plant vineyards and 
eat their fruit. 

// 
The people were living in a world that - for them - was different and knew from the one they have 

known.  Nothing is as it was -- new heavens above you, new earth below you.  You can leave the 
past in the past.  Be glad and rejoice in what I am creating, says the LORD. 

They were in a new time when they would be able to enjoy the (literal) fruits of their labour. 
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// 
// 
The returning exiles knew the hard work of restoration.  In their worst moments, they worried that 

God was absent, or at least, inactive.  But the prophet proclaimed that God was still creating in their 
midst. 

Some of the early Christians of Thessalonica thought that God had completed God’s creative work 
as well.   

The letter of First Thessalonians was written earlier than any other book of the New Testament.  In 
the early decades after the first Easter, some believed that God would recreate the world into God's 
perfect realm right away.  First Thessalonians encourages people to be vigilant and alert so that the 
day of the lord  doesn't catch them by surprise.  By the time Second Thessalonians was written, it 
was clear that - some of the believers - were taking that hope so literally, that they had no energy for 
anything else.   

Today’s reading holds up the example of the apostle Paul as one who trusted in God's promises, 
but did not resort to idle living. 

// 
Both of our scripture passages today encourage people to continue to live active, fruitful lives in 

this world even as the trust that God is doing new things in their midst. 
// 
As we allow ourselves to trust in God's companionship today, as God is proclaimed as active in 

the lives of the ancient hebrews and the early christians, we are shining new holy light into the world.  
The way we live our daily lives bear witness to our trust in God.  Is God-With-Us in both the chaos 

and the ordered?  The turmoil and the calm?  The weary and the energetic times? 
Jesus once preached that we can rejoice and be glad because we are ever-blessed by God's 

support.  Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.  Blessed are those who 
mourn, for they will be comforted.  Blessed are the meek, for they will inherit the earth.  Blessed are 
those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, for they will be filled.  

// 
The vision of God is one of restoration, celebration, and benefit for all of creation.  

We are not alone, 

we live in God’s world. 

We believe in God: 

who has created and is creating, 

This is good news. 
// 
// 

Let us pray: 
Holy One, creator of heaven and earth, we are grateful for your restoration of brokenness in the world 
and in each of us.  Help us joyfully sing your delight in all of creation.  Amen. 
 
#713VU "I See a New Heaven" 

 


