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From: Praying with the Earth: A Prayerbook for Peace by John Philip Newell 
 
Opening  
Blessed are those who weep, for their tears will be wiped away (Matthew 5.4) 
 
Prayer of Awareness 
Light, golden light 
fresh from the source. 
Colours, creation’s colours 
calling our senses. 
Life, life in its oneness 
Life in its manifold oneness 
all from You. 
You are the Sun from whom the morning shines 
You are the River in whom each life-form flows 
each face, each race 
each cell within our ever-living soul. 
This new day we greet You. 
 
Be still and aware of God’s presence within and all around 
 
Scripture and Meditation 
Be strong and let your heart take courage (Psalm 27.14) 
 
Where your treasure is there your heart will be also (Matthew 6.21) 
 
Remember God deep in your soul with humility and reverence (Quran – The Heights 7.205) 
 
 
Prayers of Thanksgiving and Intercession 
For the freshness of this new day 
thanks be to you, O God. 
For morning’s gift of clarity 
its light like the first day’s dawn 
thanks be to you. 
In this newborn light 
let us see afresh. 
In this gateway onto what has never been before 
let our soul breathe hope 
for the earth, for the creatures, for the human family. 
Let our soul breathe hope. 
 



Thanksgivings and Intercessions 
 
Poem – “On the Hills of Dawn” by Alexander Posey  
Behold, the morning-glory’s sky-blue cup 
Is mine wherewith to drink the nectar up 
That morning spills of silver dew, 
And song upon the winds that woo 
And sigh their vows 
Among the boughs! 
 
Behold, I’m rich in diamonds rare, 
And pearls, and breathe a golden air; 
My room is filled with shattered beams 
Of light; my life is one of dreams, 
In my hut on 
The hills of dawn. 
 
Closing Prayer 
On this day 
the blessings of heaven 
On this day 
the blessings of earth. 
On this day 
the blessings of sea and sky. 
To open us to life 
to ground us in life 
 to fill us with life and with wonder. 
On those we love this day 
and on every human family 
the blessings of heaven 
the blessings of earth 
the blessings of sea and sky. 
 
Sources:  
Praying with the Earth: A Prayerbook for Peace by John Philip Newell (Eerdmans, 2011). 
 
Poem – “On the Hills of Dawn” by Alexander Posey, Public domain. 
 
 


