Golden Ears United Church
Worshipping God, educating and serving in Christ's name, 
to help everyone deepen their relationship with God!

(*)- indicates that the congregation is invited to rise as they are able
February 9, 2020
Fifth Sunday after Epiphany
20/20 Vision: Seeing God’s Light Within
God Calls Us Together
Greeting 


One:
The Peace of Christ be with you all
All:

And also with you









One:
Long before those of us who are settlers, and those of us who are descendants of settlers, came to this land, there were people here. Many nations of people lived—and live—on the land we call Canada, given responsibility by the Creator to be stewards of this land and all that lives on it. We know these first people as the First Nations, the Inuit and the Metis. Today as we gather for worship, let us remember that we worship God on the historic and unceded territory of Coast Salish peoples including  the Katzie and Kwantlen First Nations.
All:
As Christ’s people, let us be people of Love, of Truth, and of Reconciliation
Life & Work of the Community 

Welcoming Each Other

Threshold Moment 

This week the world goes a little crazy with love as it celebrates Valentine’s Day

I’m going to let you in on a big secret.

Love is not just for one day of the year.

Love is not the property of Hallmark or Purdys Chocolate…

Love is so much more than all of that. 

God is love.

We are bathed in God’s love. 

To paraphrase Paul: In God’s love we live, and move and have our being.

And that’s not all – God’s love is nut just out there,

I believe that each of us has a spark of God’s love within us 
When Jesus tells us to let our light shine

He’s asking us to let the love light of God shine through us

In our actions, in our thoughts, in our loving. 

So friends, as we enter into worship this day

Let’s each of us join together the sparks of God’s love 
that each of us hold, and when we put them together they shall be an unquenchable fire of God’s love.
Let’s light the Christ light as a reminder of God’s love that shone through Christ, that shines brightly in our midst.
Christ Candle is Lit –

*Hymn: MV 115
“Behold, Behold”
Words: John L. Bell
Words copyright © 1995 WGRG Iona Community, Scotland.
Behold, Behold, 

I make All things New, beginning with you 

and starting from today. 

Behold, behold, I make all things new, 

my promise is true, for I am Christ the way.
OPENING PRAYER

God of light and love,

All of creation is resplendent 

with the light of your radiant love.

You place in each of us a spark of your love.

Liberate the impulse within us

To open ourselves to you,

To follow your guiding spirit,

To shine with compassion for others,

And to act for the well-being of all.

As we gather to worship you,

Lift from us the mask of restraint

That we may shine with your love,

As we seek to follow the way of Jesus,

Your anointed One,

Through whom we pray. Amen

Adapted from a prayer by Rod Sykes, Calgary, Alta 
in Gathering A/C/E 2016-2017
*Hymn: MV 28 

“God of the Bible”
Words: Shirley Erena Murray
Words copyright © 1996 Hope Publishing Company

 Used by permission. 
1.
God of the Bible, God in the Gospel,


hope seen in Jesus, hope yet to come,


you are our centre, daylight or darkness,


freedom or prison, you are our home.


Refrain: 
(repeat 2 times) 


Fresh as the morning, sure as the sunrise,


God always faithful, you do not change.

2.
God in our struggles, God in our hunger,


suffering with us, taking our part,


still you empow’r us, mothering Spirit,


feeding, sustaining, from your own heart.

3.
Those without status, those who are nothing,


you have made royal, gifted with rights,


chosen as partners, midwives of justice,


birthing new systems, lighting new lights.

4.
Not by your finger, not by your anger


will our world order change in a day,


but by your people, fearless and faithful, 


small paper lanterns, lighting the way.

5.
Hope we must carry, shining and certain


through all our turmoil, terror and loss,


bonding us gladly one to the other,


till our world changes facing the Cross.

God Speaks and We Listen

Learning Together

This Little Light of Mine

This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine
This little light of mine,
I'm gonna let it shine
Let it shine,
Let it shine,
Let it shine.

Hide it under a bushel? No!
I'm gonna let it shine
Hide it under a bushel? No!
I'm gonna let it shine
Hide it under a bushel? No!
I'm gonna let it shine
Let it shine,
Let it shine,
Let it shine.
God’s Word Speaks to Us
Scripture: Isaiah 58:9b-12

Then you shall call, and the Lord will answer;
   you shall cry for help, and he will say, Here I am.

If you remove the yoke from among you,
   the pointing of the finger, the speaking of evil,
if you offer your food to the hungry
   and satisfy the needs of the afflicted,
then your light shall rise in the darkness
   and your gloom be like the noonday.
The Lord will guide you continually,
   and satisfy your needs in parched places,
   and make your bones strong;
and you shall be like a watered garden,
   like a spring of water,
   whose waters never fail.
Your ancient ruins shall be rebuilt;
   you shall raise up the foundations of many generations;
you shall be called the repairer of the breach,
   the restorer of streets to live in.

Matthew 5:13-16
‘You are the salt of the earth; but if salt has lost its taste, how can its saltiness be restored? It is no longer good for anything, but is thrown out and trampled under foot.

‘You are the light of the world. A city built on a hill cannot be hidden. No one after lighting a lamp puts it under the bushel basket, but on the lampstand, and it gives light to all in the house. In the same way, let your light shine before others, so that they may see your good works and give glory to your Father in heaven.

Hear the witness of God’s People

Thanks be to God

Reflection on the Word

A Time for Silent Reflection
*Hymn:  VU 585 
“Jesus Bids Us Shine”
Words: Susan Warner 1868
Public domain
 Used with gratitude
1
Jesus bids us shine with a pure, clear light,


like a little candle burning in the night.


In this world is darkness, so let us shine,


you in your small corner, and I in mine.

2
Jesus bids us shine first of all for him;


well he sees and knows it if our light grows dim:


Jesus walks beside us to help us shine,


you in your small corner, and I in mine.

3
Jesus bids us shine, then, for all around;


many kinds of darkness in the world are found:


sin, and want and sorrow; so we must shine,


you in your small corner, and I in mine.

We Respond to God’s Call
Celebrating God’s Gifts – Offering
Musical Offering:   
*Offering song: MV 182


    



Grateful
Words: Tom Tomaszek, 2003. Words copyright © 2003, Tom Tomaszek. 
Published by spiritandsong.com ®. All rights reserved. 
Used with permission.
Refrain:


Grateful for the life you give us,


thankful for your Holy Son,


joyful in your Spirit flowing over all,


O God of Love.


Grateful for the Bread of Heaven,


thankful for your Holy Word,


joyful in your mercy flowing,


we will praise you. 
2.
May our lives proclaim your justice,


may our voices sing your praise.


May our hands work in your service


to the glory of your name. R
Prayers of the People and 

The Lords Prayer (Sung – VU 959)


Our Father in heaven,




hallowed be your name,




your kingdom come,




your will be done




on earth as in heaven.



Give us today our daily bread.



Forgive us our sins




as we forgive those who sin against us.



Save us from the time of trial




and deliver us from evil



for the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours,




now and for ever. Amen.
God Sends Us Out to Serve the World
*Hymn: VU 646    “We are Marching in the Light of God”
Words: South African trad song, 20th Century, trans. Anders Nyberg  1984
Copyright © 1984 Walton Music Corp.
Used by permission

1
We are marching in the light of God,



we are marching in the light of God.


We are marching in the light of God,



we are marching in the light of God.




(the light of God.)


We are marching, (marching, we are marching,)




oo-oo, (marching,)



we are marching in the light of God.




(the light of God.)


We are marching, (marching, we are marching,)




oo-oo, (marching,)



we are marching in the light of God.
2

Si-yah-hahm-bah koo kahn yen kwen kos



Si-yah-hahm-bah koo kahn yen kwen kos 


Si-yah-hahm-bah koo kahn yen kwen kos



Si-yah-hahm-bah koo kahn yen kwen kos 



Si-yah-hamba, (hamba si-yah-hamba,)




oo-oo, 



Si-yah-hahm-bah koo kahn yen kwen kos 




(kahn yen kwen kos)


Si-yah-hamba, (hamba si-yah-hamba,)




oo-oo, 



Si-yah-hahm-bah koo kahn yen kwen kos 




(kahn yen kwen kos

Sending Out 
Blessing
* Hymn MV 209
Go Make a Diff’rence

Words: Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomasezek © 1997 Spiritandsong.com

 Used by permission
R
Go make a diff’rence.
We can make a diff’rence.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.

Go make a diff’rence.

We can make a diff’rence.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.

3
So let your love shine on,

Let it shine for all to see.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.

And the spirit of Christ will be with us as we go.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.

R
Go make a diff’rence.

We can make a diff’rence.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.

Go make a diff’rence.

We can make a diff’rence.

Go make a diff’rence in the world.
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