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Sermon for Epiphany IV
Romans 13:1-7
Psalm 98:8-10
      Mark 4:35-41
 “Who is this, that the wind and the sea obey him?”

 And the answer is, this is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that’s who.

Let’s look at what happened in our gospel reading from Mark, chapter 4. At the end of a long weary day of ministering to crowds of needy people, Jesus was exhausted.

 His fishermen friends, Peter and the others, took him in their boat. Jesus had been standing in the boat, preaching to the people on the shoreline, and he had ministered to the crowds all day. As soon as they pulled away from shore, Jesus fell asleep right away on a cushion in the stern.

 They start off sailing on a lovely calm evening. But Lake 
Galilee is notorious for nasty storms that brew up in no time.

 Have you ever been in a small boat on a big lake when a storm blew up? It can be hard work for a small boat and motor to get over the big waves slapping over the bow. It’s easy to get drenched, and if you’re not careful, you can get swamped. It can be scary.
 The storm that evening on Galilee must have been a really bad one to scare lifelong fishermen. Peter and the others were frightened, so they woke up Jesus. 

 He was dead asleep, so they shook him, and yelled above the roar of the wind and waves, “Teacher, don’t you care that we’re drowning?” He woke up to see the boat being swamped by a storm.
 Did Jesus panic? He never does. Instead, he stood up in the back of the boat, rebuked the wind, and said to the roaring waves, “Shut up! Be quiet!”
 Jesus used the same words he used to rebuke demons. It’s like telling a barking dog to be quiet.
 The wind immediately stopped, and there was a great calm on the water. 

One moment, the disciples are afraid of drowning. Now, suddenly they are afraid of this man who can calm a storm.
 Jesus said to them, “Why are you so afraid? Have you still no faith?”
 And they were filled with great fear, this time mixed with awe and wonder. They said to one another, “Who then is this, that wind and sea obey him?”

 The answer is, this is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that’s who. 

 The answer shouldn’t be hard for us to get. We know who Jesus is, don’t we? Mark tells us in the opening line: “The beginning of the gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God.”

 It’s like a mystery novel where the author tells you at the beginning who-done-it. 

 We get to read Mark’s gospel knowing ahead of time, who Jesus really is, while everyone in the story keeps guessing wrong.

 Who is Jesus really? Is he just a very wise religious teacher? Jesus speaks divine wisdom, but he is more than a great teacher.
 Is he a miracle worker? Yes, Jesus does many miracles. But knowing him as a miracle worker is also not enough.
 Is he the Christ? Yes, Jesus is the Christ, the Messiah.

 But if he is the Christ, why does he have to die on a cross?
 We simply do not know who Jesus really is unless we see him die on the cross. Even after all the wise teachings, and after all the miracles, his purpose and destiny was to die on the cross.

 Jesus is both human and divine. We see that in the story of the calming of the storm. The same man who was so exhausted that he could sleep in a fishing boat, in a raging storm, is the very same man who commands the wind and the waves to be still. 
 Are we puzzled? Are we like the disciples in the boat in the great calm after the storm, looking at Jesus and wondering who he really is?  
 All our questions become even more of a mystery, as we see the man who is the Son of God die like a common criminal on a cross.
 We just don’t understand who Jesus is until we see him die on the cross, and rise from the grave. He is both human and divine. He is the Messiah, the Christ.
 The story of the stilling of the storm is the gospel in a nutshell: a very human Jesus, the Son of Man, and a divine Jesus, the Son of God.
 This same Jesus is with us now, in the midst of the storms in our lives. This same Jesus now rebukes the forces set against us, saying “Peace! Be still!”
 One last thought: the boat in the storm is the church. There are plenty of winds and waves pushing the church around. Society is turning its back on Christianity. Congregations are struggling. It’s hard in our boat to make headway.
 Just as he turned to the disciples in the boat, Jesus turns to us in our storm tossed church, and says, “Why are you afraid? Have you no faith?”
 Jesus Christ is in this boat we call church. When we call on him in faith, he can calm the storm. We will see that he is still Lord of his church.

 Like the awe-struck disciples that day on the Sea of Galilee, we ask, “Who is this, that the wind and the sea obey him?”

 And the answer is, this is Jesus Christ, the Son of God, that’s who.

