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[1 – Greed Video Clip – play before I walk on stage] 
Taking Care of God’s Money 

1 Timothy 6:6-10; Luke 12:13-21; Luke 18:18-30; Luke 21:1-4 
Proverbs 11:24-25; 13:7, 8, 11 
October 6th, 2013, Jeff Germo 

[2] 
Around the time of the global financial crisis in 2008 I was trying to figure out what makes our economy tick.  Now, 
I’m no financial wizard, (far from it actually) but it seems to me that the prevailing view out there is that the economy 
is deemed good if you and I are spending our money and using credit.   And if we are saving money, or worse yet, 
giving it away we are not contributors to our economy.  So, we are not classified as consumers and hence we have 
less value.  The assumption that the world economists operate on is that people are greedy.  They know that we 
always want more.  We want bigger.  We want better stuff.   
 
In October of 2008, when the sky of the financial world started falling, Alan Greenspan admitted that he had a flaw in 
his worldview.  Greenspan was the Chairman of the Federal Reserve in the U.S. for almost 20 years and the leading 
authority on American domestic economic and monetary policy.  And he actually said later in the year that he had 
misunderstood how the world worked.      

[3- Oops!] 
He assumed that financial institutions could be left to their own devices without any regulations and the market would 
regulate and police itself.  He said the foundational problem that he overlooked was that he underestimated the power 
of greed.   Greed is what our economy is based on.  Think about it.   

[4] 
If we did not think we needed bigger, better, flatter big screen HDTVs, new technology, bigger houses, and all the 
latest gadgets, what would happen to all the manufacturing companies, and the retail stores and malls?  What would 
happen to all the people that these companies employ?    
 
In bygone days we operated on a subsistence level.  People produced what they needed to survive.  Today we operate 
on a completely different plane.    We are consumers.  But we don’t just consume what we need to subsist.  We 
accumulate.  We pile it up.  We hoard.   

[5] 
And, the advertising world markets all the stuff that we consume by telling us that we deserve bigger and better 
things.  They create a perceived need.  I’m not smart enough to tell you what the answer to the plight of the global 
economic crisis is, but I do know that the Darwinian model, where greed and power are the engines that drive our 
economy, has only worked to create a society of selfish, lonely people, and it’s completely upside down to the picture 
of the kingdom kind of life that Jesus has called us to. 

[6] 
Last week we talked about money, and we are going to continue along that 

theme this morning. The Bible is so replete with teaching relating to money 
and possessions that I could preach for a year and not scratch the surface of what the Bible says about it.  There are over 
2300 verses in the Bible on this topic.   

 [7] 
First of all, as we said last week, there is nothing inherently wrong with wealth.  As a matter of fact, God often blessed 
His people in the Old Testament with wealth.  Abraham, Jacob, Job, and Solomon are just a few examples.  So, wealth is 
neither good nor bad.  However, as in the Parable of the Talents, it’s not how much you have that matters.  It’s your attitude 
towards how much you have and how you use it that is the defining point.  The Bible has much to say about the evils of 
having money as the object of your affection.  

[8] 
We looked last week at 1 Timothy 6:6-10 (NIV) where Paul said that how we deal with money is a reflection of our heart 
attitude.   
 



! 2!

6 But godliness with contentment is great gain.    (heart attitude)  7 For we brought nothing into the world, and we can 
take nothing out of it. 

 
 8 But if we have food and clothing, we will be content with that. 9 People who want to get rich fall into temptation and a 

trap and into many foolish and harmful desires that plunge men into ruin and destruction. 10 For the love of money is a 
root of all kinds of evil. Some people, eager for money, have wandered from the faith and pierced themselves with many 
griefs. 
So, again, the Bible does not say that money itself is evil, but, rather, that our heart attitude towards it could be evil.  If we 
have money as the object of our affection, whether we are rich or poor, or somewhere in between, it can be a very dangerous 
commodity.  Many people have been destroyed by having wealth as the driving force in their lives. 
 
The warning questions our affections.  It’s about the attitude or our heart.  How tightly do we hold on to money and 
possessions?  That’s why Jesus said in Matthew 6:21 that we must be careful where we place our affection because: 

[9] 
21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 
 
If you have money invested in a certain company, or mutual fund you very quickly care about how that company is doing.  
You might check the paper daily to see how it’s doing.  Or you may have software set up on your computer to check it 
regularly.  That’s as wise thing to do, but it’s just an indication that where you invest your money is where your heart will 
be. 
 
So, again, this is not an admonition against having wealth.  It’s a caution to make sure that we are not making money our 
god because as Jesus said in verse 24 of Matthew 6: 

[10] 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 

despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
 
Jesus continually challenged those who would follow Him to check their hearts.  He told a parable in Luke 12 about a rich 
man who had displaced his trust in his wealth. 

[11] 
13 Someone in the crowd said to him, “Teacher, tell my brother to divide the inheritance with me.”  
14 Jesus replied, “Man, who appointed me a judge or an arbiter between you?” 15 Then he said to them, “Watch out! Be 

on your guard against all kinds of greed; a man’s life does not consist in the abundance of his possessions.” 16 And he 
told them this parable: “The ground of a certain rich man produced a good crop. 17 He thought to himself, ‘What shall I 
do? I have no place to store my crops.’  

[12] 
18 “Then he said, ‘This is what I’ll do. I will tear down my barns and build bigger ones, and there I will store all my 

grain and my goods. 19 And I’ll say to myself, “You have plenty of good things laid up for many years. Take life easy; eat, 
drink and be merry.” ’ 20 “But God said to him, ‘You fool! This very night your life will be demanded from you. Then 
who will get what you have prepared for yourself?’ 21 “This is how it will be with anyone who stores up things for himself 
but is not rich toward God.”  
 
So, once more Jesus does not rebuke this person for having wealth.  The reproof that He gives is in regards to what this rich 
young fool, as he is called, has placed his trust placed in.  Instead of being generous with his excess, what does he do?  He 
hoards it.  Why does he hoard it?  Because he wrongly believes that life is about Him.  He has this sort of Darwinian 
philosophy that says there is only a limited amount of resources on this earth.  There is not enough for all of us, and I need to 
look out for number one, and that’s me.  It’s a dog-eat-dog-world out there so I need to hoard the excess for myself because 
if I don’t there may not be anymore when I have come to the end of my life.   So, he has clearly placed his trust in his own 
ability to sustain himself instead of in God.  He is, simply put, a greedy person. 
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The greedy person is a taker, a consumer, a hoarder.  The greedy person doesn’t give back.  He always thinks he needs more.  
He sees others who have more than him as competition and obstacles to overcome. 
 
It is said that J. D. Rockefeller, who, at the time, was one of the richest men in the world, was asked when he would have 
enough, and he replied, “When I have a little bit more.”  That is the mindset of the greedy.  They always have this ache 
inside that is never satisfied. 

[13] 
This cartoon sort of encapsulates the mindset of the greedy.   “God, you can have everything but MY money.” 

[14] 
Colossians 3:5, 6 
 

5 Put to death, therefore, whatever belongs to your earthly nature: sexual immorality, impurity, lust, evil desires and 
greed, which is idolatry. 6 Because of these, the wrath of God is coming. 
 
Do you see how serious this disease of greed is?  Paul says that if you have that ache in your heart that says you never have 
enough then you have made money your god.  And it doesn’t matter how much money you have.  You may be dirt poor, but 
you could still be a greedy, materialistic person with your heart set on money.  It’s not a matter of how much you have it’s 
a matter of what your heart attitude towards it is and in what or in whom you are trusting. 

[15] 
We’ve already quoted what Jesus said in Matthew 6:21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.  You can 
flip that around too.  Where your heart is your treasure is.  Both are true! 
 
24 “No one can serve two masters. Either he will hate the one and love the other, or he will be devoted to the one and 
despise the other. You cannot serve both God and Money. 
 
So, we’ve talked a lot about greed this morning.  That’s the negative side of the story.  There is another side though.  And it 
leads to joy.  What’s the opposite of “greed”?  It’s “generosity”. 

[16] 
It’s interesting to note that the English word “generous” originally meant “of noble birth”, or one who was born into wealth.   

[17] 
It was assumed that such a person born into nobility had a God-given responsibility to care for those who were less fortunate 
than they were.  And the more money one was born into the more responsibility they had to share their wealth with the 
“Have-Nots”.  It soon became apparent, however, that those who had been born into nobility did not necessarily exhibit the 
character traits of a giver, so the word “generous” evolved over time to simply mean one who is liberal in their giving, 
whether or not they had been born into nobility.  And so, if someone used their resources to bless others they were called 
generous. 1 
 
Now, we’ve already noted that the greedy person is someone who never has enough.  They hoard, they have a “me first” 
mentality, and they see people as obstacles in the way of their climb up the ladder of success.  Now, I’m going to go out on a 
limb and say that greedy people have little or no joy.  They are rarely happy because they are perpetually discontent in 
their spirit.  They never have enough. 

[18] 
The opposite is true of generous people.  Generous people are the happiest people on earth.  Have you ever noticed that?  
They are most happy when they are giving, and so they give.  Not all of us will be fortunate enough to be entrusted with 
great wealth, but we are all called to be faithful stewards of however much God has given us and to become a people with 
generous hearts. 
 
Here’s what Erwin McManus wrote in his book, Uprising. 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
1!Online!Etymology!Dictionary:!http://www.etymonline.com/index.php?search=generous&searchmode=none!!
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[19] 
The focus of generosity is the contribution we make in the life of others; it is not about investing in a system that 
increases our own economic standing.  This is one important place where the prosperity gospel misses its mark.  God’s 
goal for all of us is not that we become affluent.  God’s goal is that we become generous.  When your pursuit is for 
wealth, you leave generosity behind.   

[20] 
When you live generously, God pursues you with His riches.  You are never poor when you live to give.  You are never 
rich in the sight of God when you hoard things to yourself.  There is a relationship between living generously and being 
entrusted by God.  God searches for those individuals through whom He can bless the world.2 
 
God never blesses us just so that we can sit alone in our rooms in front of our big screen TVs and feel blessed.  He always 
blesses us so that we can be a blessing to others.  And that isn’t just true of our money and possessions, it’s also true of our 
time, our energy, and our gifts and talents.  Everything that God has entrusted to us is to be used for the purpose of 
blessing others.  And so what God wants to do is to make us into the kinds of people who give generously...and in so doing 
it increases our joy.  We fill up our joy tank when we give.  Have you experienced that? 

 [21a] 
1. Everything belongs to God, and we are His managers.  We take care of what He has entrusted to us.  We don’t 

own it.  Some people think that God’s portion is the 10% that they tithe to Him and the other 90% is theirs to do 
with what they want.  That’s not what the Bible teaches.  It all belongs to God.  The more we have the mindset that 
it belongs to us the more we will hoard and protect and the less we will use what has been entrusted to us to make 
eternal investments.  The flip side is also true.  The more that we believe that it all belongs to God and we are His 
managers, the more loosely we will hang on to what He has entrusted to us and the more generous we will become. 

[21b] 
2. My heart always goes where I put my money.  That’s why there are over 2300 verses in the Bible about money 

and possessions. 
[21c] 

3. Heaven, not earth, is my home. 
[21d] 

4. We should live with eternity in mind. 
 
James says that our lives are but a mist that appears for just a little while and then disappears.  Life goes by so quick.  
Randy Alcorn expressed this very well in his little book The Treasure Principle.  He said that our lives are like a little 
dot, hardly noticeable in the line of eternity.  We, as Christians, are going to live forever with Jesus in heaven after our 
lives on earth end.  And yet, the vast majority of our time, energy, and money is invested in the dot instead of in the line 
of eternity.  We need to reverse that and live with eternity in mind.   
 
Someone told me just this week of friends of theirs who won forty million dollars a couple years go.  It changed their 
lives.  They went on a spending spree and bought houses and fancy cars, even a Lamborghini. He died last week.  How 
much did he leave behind?  All of it. 
 
In Colossians 3, Paul said that we should set our hearts and our minds on heaven, not on earth.  The Kingdom of Heaven 
is the reality for those of us who are in Christ.  The kingdom is where we should have our hearts set, not the earth. 

[21e] 
5. Giving is the only antidote for materialism. So, if you are suffering from, what Randy Alcorn calls the disease of 

affluenza, the cure is to start giving. 
 
Remember the parable of the rich young ruler [Matthew 19:16-30; Mark 10] who came to Jesus and asked what he must do 
to have eternal life.  And Jesus probed this man’s heart and found that he was heavily weighed down by his earthly 
possessions.  And in Mark’s account it says, 21“Jesus looked at him and loved him.”  Jesus knew that his wealth was more 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
2!McManus,!Erwin!Raphael,!Uprising:)A)Revolution)of)the)Soul.)P.)164.)
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important to him than people or God, and so he stuck his probe a little further in the man’s heart by telling him that he 
needed to rid himself of his wealth. 
 
At that, Mark’s gospel says, “the man’s face fell.  He went away sad, because he had great wealth.”  What a very sad 
story.  This man suffered from the disease of affluenza.  He didn’t understand God's economy.  

[21f] 
6. God prospers me not to raise my standard of living but to raise my standard of giving.  

 
Here is another quote from Randy Alcorn in The Treasure Principle. 

[22] 
Giving in any form breaks affluenza’s fever.  Giving breaks me free from the gravitational hold of money and 
possessions.  Giving shifts me into a new center of gravity—heaven.” 3 
 
Friends, God created us to be givers.  He has blessed us for the purpose of blessing others.  Remember, it’s not about how 
much you have been given, but what you do with what you have that counts. 
 

COMMUNION 
 

When I was at Grace Baptist Church we had a man named Bill who became a part of our body.  Bill came to Christ after 
losing everything he had.  He lost a successful business, a big house, new cars, a boat, and his family.  He was in a very 
desperate state and was near the point of taking his own life when he encountered Jesus.  Jesus changed his life.  He found 
new treasure – great eternal wealth that would last forever. 
 
Bill’s life changed in every way.   He still had nothing, and he was alone, but he had Christ, and you could see his newfound 
joy in his countenance.  He glowed with joy.  Bill got a job in a local hardware store in Tsawwassen and he talked about his 
new faith to almost everyone. He couldn’t help but talk about Jesus.  People would see the change in him and they would 
want to know what happened. 
 
One person that came into the store was someone who looked like he might be homeless.  His hair was disheveled.  He was 
not the cleanest looking guy, and he was carrying a guitar over his shoulders.  He was a sort of travelling minstrel. It turned 
out that this guy, when he couldn’t freeload at someone’s home usually lived in an old truck with a camper on the back.  
Well, Bill befriended him and helped him out whenever he could by giving him money and food now and then. 
 
He also invited him to our Christianity Explored class that we were having.  Now, this guy was not the easiest to get along 
with.  He was quite adversarial, and when you were with him he sucked your energy because he was a taker.  Everything 
was about him.   
 
Well, we were all very purposeful about loving him.  One day he came to the class a little early, before Bill arrived.  He was 
carrying two guitars this time and he had a huge smile on his face.  Bill had started taking guitar lessons but only had a beat 
up guitar that wouldn’t stay in tune and the neck was so warped that it was almost impossible to press the strings down. 
 
Well, our new friend, who owned almost nothing had been given a classical guitar by someone and he wanted Bill to have it.  
He was overjoyed at the thought of giving.  I don’t know if he had ever done anything like that before in his life, but when 
he did it changed his countenance.  He went from being a taker to a giver. You could see the joy on his face. 
 
We are going to celebrate the Lord’s Supper now.  Jesus said that the greatest measure of giving is sacrifice. 
 
Hebrews 12:2a (ESV) 

!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!!
3Randy!Alcorn,!)The)Treasure)Principle,)pg.!59!
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...looking to Jesus, the founder and perfecter of our faith, who for the joy that was set before him endured the cross, 

[23a] 
John 15:13 
 
13 Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for his friends.  
 
The measure of great giving is sacrifice.  Who gave the greatest sacrifice? 

[23b] 
John 3:16 
 
16 “For God so loved the world that he gave his one and only Son, that whoever believes in him shall not perish but have 
eternal life. 
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Taking Care of God’s Money 
Week of October 6th 2013  

Various passages 
 
Objective: To understand how our attitude towards money reveals the condition of our hearts and 
adjust accordingly. 

Worship (5 - 10 minutes)  
 

1. Spend five minutes in silent prayer asking God to prepare your heart for how he wants to speak to you. 
2. Have someone read Psalm 33 meditatively to the group. 
3. Sing a song or two of praise and thanksgiving to God.  

 
Welcome (5 minutes) 

Icebreaker: How do ads create a 'perceived need, that is, make you think you need something? 
 

Word (30-40 minutes) 
1. What stood out for you from the sermon? 
2. Read Luke 12:13-21. 

-Describe this man: his heart attitude, his motivation, his view of life.  
-What is his opinion of the purpose of his wealth? 
-Who/what is his trust in? 

 
Jesus said: "Be on your guard against all kinds of greed." 

  -How does 'greed' think? 
 

-This man thinks he is gaining, but he is actually losing. 
-What things, specifically, is he losing? 

 
3. Read 1 Tim. 6:6-10 and Matt. 6:19-24. 

-What heart attitudes and their consequences are described here? 
 

Jesus said: "You cannot serve both God and Money" (Matt. 6:24). 
   -What kind of taskmaster is money, if we 'serve' it? 

-What contributes to contentment? What heart attitudes and actions? 
-What is the antidote for greed? 

 
Work (30–40 minutes) 

Quotes from the sermon: 
 
  "God's goal…is not that we become affluent. God's goal is that we become generous" (Erwin McManus). 
  "God blesses us so that we can be a blessing to others." This is His purpose in entrusting us with resources. 
  "My heart always goes where I put my money." 
 
FROM STINGY TO ABUNDANCE 
What is the most fun you've had giving? 
What are the resources God has entrusted to you? 
How are you doing as His steward of them? 
In what areas would you like to be more generous? 
 
FROM GREED TO FREEDOM 
The love of money is a cruel master. God has better things for us! 
Have someone read Col. 3:1-4 and Jer. 30:8,9,22 aloud while the others listen prayerfully. 
What do these verses say about God's heart and purpose for us? 

Prayer 
1. Take a couple minutes of silent prayer and ask the Holy Spirit to speak to you about these things, and to show you ways 
you can use your resources to make eternal investments. 
2. Share answers to prayer and prayer requests and pray for each other. 


