
What else could I pray for our church? 
 
o Pray for health, strength and discernment for our pastors, staff and all lay leadership in the 

parish, that we may always know, and ask for more of God’s healing power in our midst. 
 

o Pray for the presence of our Lord to be known and celebrated by all in our 
corporate worship.  
 

o Pray for new understanding – that our whole life is to be worship to the Lord; that we might 
continue to explore ways of worshipping God in our daily lives. 
 

o Pray for a growing understanding of the need for a personal prayer life and a daily time 
with the Lord. 
 

o Pray for a deepening response to our Lord’s call for each of us to be His disciples; that we 
might all risk more for Him, exploring and exercising our abilities and gifts for His Body. 
 

o Pray for peace in all the world; remembering especially at this time the Middle East (The 
Holy Land); pray for healing and hope throughout the world during this pandemic crisis; for 
protection for all caregivers and front line medical workers; for wisdom and foresight for all 
governance and authorities guiding us through these times; for all involved and affected by 
war; for a just and lasting peace. 
 

o Pray for an outpouring of compassion and mercy; remembering especially the needs of our 
own parish family members and our neighbours in Ranchlands. 
 

o Pray for God’s gift in marriage; for true understanding of the purposes and life-long 
commitment of marriage; for encouragement and support for all marriages.  
 

o Pray for the truth of God’s Word in Scripture to be clearly known, for the freedom of all to 
hear God’s Word; for grace to share it. 
 

o Pray for revival in the Church throughout the world, and in this our parish community 
of St. James.  
 

o Pray for our parish vision – ‘to make faithful disciples for Jesus Christ’; for ourselves, to 
learn and apply His teaching; and to support one another in small group fellowship, and 
serve God in the power of His Holy Spirit; for others, especially in Ranchlands – that we 
might share the love of God through evangelistic outreach and compassion ministry. 

 

     

St. James Prayer Vigil 
 

Dear Friends, 
 
Welcome to the Vigil. Though there are many reasons to come to pray through these hours, 
our main reasons are threefold: 
 

1) to continue to walk with Jesus through Holy Week.  We identify with the first disciples 
in their desolation. We realize that He has died for our sins.  We are amazed at His 
love for us.  We simply ‘wait’ in His presence. 

 
2) to offer our personal prayers and devotions. 
 
3)   to offer our prayers for the life of Jesus Christ among us as a parish family; to seek His 

loving will and purpose for our life together in the coming months. 
 
If you have a particular leading for prayer, then follow it. Otherwise may we suggest that you 
spend some time quieting your mind and heart. Be at peace in the Lord’s presence. Realise 
that the Lord is with you. Enjoy the quiet and thank God that the Spirit of Jesus abides within 
you and all around you. Then divide the remaining time between personal prayer, and 
intercessory prayer for the life of the parish and beyond. The whole world is hurting right now; 
God’s comfort and hope is surely needed. Ask the Lord for a particular direction for your 
prayers. 
 
How do I pray for an hour? 
 
The simple answer is, any way your desire!  And you don’t need to worry if every minute is not 
filled with prayer.  Your commitment to God, to wait in His presence is already sufficient.  We 
believe that God is pleased just because you have agreed to be with Him in His time. 
 
Some people find that the reading of a scripture passage ‘primes the pump’ of prayer.  Or look 
up a familiar hymn and meditate on the words. You may wish to use one of the gospel stories 
of Holy Week to pray and mediate on Jesus.  You may take any scripture passage and “pray it 
back to God”. 
 



Here are two suggested formats: 

 
Format A 

 
You may enjoy taking the Lord’s Prayer, and spending time on each phrase, letting God speak 
to you and responding back to Him.  You have an hour, why rush it? For example: 
 
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. 
Adore the Lord for who he is, thank him that because of Jesus you can call him Father. Thank 
him that his divine parenthood far surpasses anything known on earth. 
 
Your kingdom come, your will be done. 
Let the Lord know that you will obey whatever He tells you. That your desire is to submit to his 
will.  And if it isn’t, that your desire is to desire to submit to his will!  Ask him that his kingdom, his 
rule and reign might come in the lives of your family, friends and others on your heart today. 
 
Give us today our daily bread. 
Ask God for things you need that you know are according to his will.  For health, strength, 
godly wisdom, and the fruit of the Spirit growing in your life. 
 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin again us. 
This one doesn’t need further explanation! 
 
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil. 
Strengthen us for spiritual battle, so that we remain faithful to Christ and His Word.  When we 
are dealing with evil, may the evil be revealed and exposed by the light of Christ. Thank you 
Lord that no darkness can withstand your love and your Light. 
 
For the kingdom, the power and the glory are yours, now and forever. Amen. 
Offer your life afresh to the Lord. Fall in love again with him and his kingdom. Depend on his 
power, and pray with faith so that his power will be released through your life. Be amazed at 
his glory.  Ask him to let his glory be known in your life, and in our church. 

 
 

Format B 
 
Here is another simple format. The scripture passages have all been turned into prayers, and 
you can add other prayers at any time. 
 
Adoration 
O Lord, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth?  You have set your glory above 
the heavens. (Psalm 81) 
Great and marvelous are your works, Lord God Almighty. Righteous and true are your ways, 
King of the nations! Who will not fear You O Lord, and glorify your name. For you alone are 
holy. All nations will come and worship before you. For your righteous acts have been 
revealed. (Rev.15:3-4) 
 
Pause to express your own thoughts of praise and worship. 
 

Confession 
Save me from blood guilt O God, the God of my salvation. And my tongue will sing aloud of your 
righteousness. O Lord open my lips and my mouth will declare your praise. For you do not desire 
sacrifice, or I would bring it; you do not delight in burnt offerings. The sacrifices you desire are a 
broken spirit; a broken and contrite heart, O God, you will not despise. (Ps.51:14-17)  
 
Ask the Holy Spirit to search your heart and reveal any areas of unconfessed sin.  
Acknowledge these to the Lord, vow before him to repent and change, and then thank him for 
his forgiveness given to you through the cross of Jesus our Lord and Saviour. 
 
Petition 
My body is a temple of your Holy Spirit, who is in me and whom I have received from You Lord God. I 
am not my own for I was bought at a price; therefore may I glorify You in my body. (1 Cor. 6:19-20) 
 
Pause here to petition God for growth in your desire to know and please Jesus Christ. Pray for 
a greater love and commitment to him, for the grace to practice his presence and for the grace 
to glorify him in your life. Ask God for wisdom.  Ask him to develop your eternal perspective, to 
renew your mind with truth. Ask him for spiritual insight so that you might understand his word.  
Ask him to fill you with his Holy Spirit. Ask him for direction in your life.  
 
Intercession (praying for others) 
You Father are my witness, who I serve in my spirit in the gospel of your Son, of how 
unceasingly I make mention of your people in my prayers. (Romans 1:9) 
 
Pause to pray for any you know to be in particular need of God’s healing light or any other 
need.  Ask him especially for an outpouring of His Spirit for the people of St. James Church; 
and for all churches in Calgary and beyond. 
 
Renewal 
May I remove the places of idolatry from my life, and like Asa, let my heart be fully committed 
to you all my days. (2 Chron.15:17) 
 
Pause to add your own prayers for personal renewal. 
 
Affirmation 
Your love of Christ compels me because I am convinced that you are the one who died for all 
and therefore all died. And you died for all that those who live should no longer live for 
themselves but for the one who died for them and was raised again. (2.Cor. 5:14-15) 
You redeemed us from the curse of the law by becoming a curse for us, for it is written, 
“Cursed is everyone who hangs on a tree.” (Galatians 3:13) 
 
Pause to reflect on these affirmations. 

 
Thanksgiving 
You have loved me with an everlasting love. You have drawn me with loving kindness. (Jer. 31:3) 
You led your people with cords of human kindness with bands of love. You lifted the yoke from 
their neck and bent down to feed them. (Hosea 11:4) 
 
Pause to offer your own expressions of thanksgiving.  


