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John 4:1-42 

Third Sunday in Lent 

 

Written and preached by Vicar Anna Taylor-McCants 

This message can be used with permission. Email annataylormccants@gmail.com for more 

information. 

 

I will admit, it would have been easier to skip worship today since we cancelled services. But 

y’all, this is my second favorite Bible story and John is my favorite Gospel. I had to relay this 

message today in some form. I hope that this video works, but I’ve never preached to a screen 

before. Luckily there are five people in the room (including my kids). Here goes nothing. 

 

Today we find Jesus breaking every societal norm of his day, changing (or in the discipline of 

queer theology we might call it “queering”) our idea of relationship, and transforming the lives 

of real people. Let’s take a look at last week’s gospel to better orient ourselves for today’s 

lesson.  

 

Last week we heard a story about a Jewish leader named Nicodemus. This religious insider was 

the perfect person to become a disciple of Christ. He knew the Hebrew scriptures. He knew the 

Hebrew God. Yet, when he had a few minutes to abide in conversation with Jesus, he could not 

see Jesus for who he truly was – God incarnate. Jesus told Nicodemus he must be born again 

from above, and Nicodemus thought Jesus was talking about coming through a woman’s womb 

for a second time. In actuality, Jesus was trying to teach him about heavenly things. 

 

It’s interesting then, that the text we have this week is the complete opposite of last week’s text – 

you’ll see in just a minute. The author of John did not place these stories side by side for kicks 

and giggles. Instead, this week we are meant to see what we could not see last week – a disciple 

being born.  

 

Our text this week involves a nameless Samaritan woman. It’s important that 1. This person was 

a woman, and 2. She did not have a name. She was meant to look like a “nobody.” The 

importance of her being from Samaria was two-fold. First, Jews and Samaritans did not interact 

with each other. According to Jews, Samaritans were unclean people. And as we saw in the text, 

there was a rivalry around who worshipped God at the correct location (the Samaritans thought 

they had the correct place and the Jews said the correct place was in Jerusalem).  

 

The second reason why being a Samaritan is an important detail in this story is because it 

illustrates that famous verse we all know so well – the one I preached on last week – John 3:16. 

For God so loved the world. Jews did not traditionally travel through the mountainous region of 

Samaria to go from Judea to Galilee. But Jesus chose to take this route to illustrate a point made 

earlier in the gospel – he was sent to the earth for everyone, not just the Jews. God was the God 

of all people, and Jesus was ready to show this love to the world.  

 

Today’s lesson takes place at brightest time of day. This should clue us in that the story of the 

Woman at the Well might end differently than Nicodemus’ story which takes place at nighttime. 

Like I said before – the details in these stories are complete opposites.  
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But why is this woman at the well drawing water at the hottest time of day, and why is she alone 

while she’s doing it? Jesus had to have known it was strange that she was there alone, yet he 

comes up to the well and asks the “unclean” Samaritan woman for a drink of water anyway. 

Jesus’ need for water here is a testament to the reciprocity of relationship between Jesus and the 

woman. As much as the woman ends up needing Jesus in the end, Jesus, in his human form, also 

needed her. 

 

The truth is, that woman probably carried great pain with her to the well that day. She must have 

been ostracized from society because otherwise, she never would have been there, alone, at the 

hottest time of day.  

 

Later on in her interaction with Jesus, we find she has been married five times and is currently 

living with a man who isn’t her spouse. Now, the only reason she would have been married that 

many times is if her husbands had died.  

 

Or if she was divorced because she could not have had children.  

 

And because either or both of these things were true, society had deemed her cursed.  

 

This woman was probably feeling shame, sadness, and hurt or pain as a result of being ostracized 

from society for something that happened to her – something she couldn’t control.  

 

But Jesus didn’t see a curse. Jesus saw her pain, and he didn’t shy away from the 

uncomfortableness of it either. As a Jewish man, Jesus was never supposed to have a 

conversation with a Samaritan woman alone in public, but he did it because he knew this woman 

needed something that only he had to offer – living water. Relief from her thirst for relationship 

and community. He knew her deepest darkest secret, the one that made her carry around the 

guilt, shame, and unbearableness of existing in the world on the outskirts of society.  

 

And you know what, Church? My favorite part of this story is when the woman realizes Jesus is 

actually the Messiah, and she runs off with the water jar and back to society as Jesus tells her to 

go and sin no more….  

 

Wait a minute... y’all know that didn’t happen, right?  

 

Nowhere in this conversation did Jesus ever tell the woman she was sinful. THAT is my favorite 

part of the story. The story of the woman at the well was never about a choice to commit sin. 

This story is not about her sex life or her ability to become a mother or her lack of “good” 

choices.  

 

Instead, this is a story about relationship. And in John’s gospel, sin is never a moral act, rather 

sin is not abiding with Christ, not being in relationship. But the woman at the well did just that – 

she abided with Christ and was freed from the bondage of her past. My favorite image in this 

story comes from verse 28. “Then the woman left her water jar and went back to the city.”  
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Why did John feel it was necessary to include this image in the text?  

Did her water jar represent something?  

What could her encounter with Jesus help her leave behind, like she left the jar behind?  

 

I think her water jar represented the shame and pain around her deepest darkest secrets.  

I think leaving her jar behind represented leaving the stigma of her past alone at the well, where 

she was once left alone.  

 

And perhaps the greatest part of that image was not that she went on her merry way rejoicing. 

Because that’s not what happened.  

 

She immediately went to witness to the people of the town who had previously ostracized her. 

Her encounter with Jesus was strong enough to help her break the societal barriers that kept her 

out of genuine relationship with others.  

 

What courage that must have taken! How brave she must have been to run back to those who had 

told her, whether by word or deed, that she was unworthy of love, respect and relationship! How 

strong she must have been to enter into a vulnerable place and approach the people in town about 

the Messiah.  

She said to them, “Come and see a man who told me everything I have ever done! He cannot be 

the Messiah, can he?” 

Come and see.  

Come and see.  

 

Those are the words the witnesses use in the Gospel of John to tell others about Christ.  

 

What does it mean that a Samaritan woman was the first to go into the world, aside from John 

the Witness in chapter one, shouting about Jesus? It means that God comes to those that society 

deems unworthy, that the insiders deem unworthy, and calls them holy. 

 

The story of the woman at the well is a story about pain, relationship, and reconciliation, and the 

creation of the first disciple. The woman teaches us all what we should do when we meet Jesus – 

we should go out into the world shouting, “Come and see.” 

 

Now, as with all Biblical texts this story was written for a certain time and a certain group of 

people in history. But, is it possible for us to locate ourselves in this text? 

 

Are there people listening online today who identify closely with the woman at the well, 

desperately needing an interaction with the Messiah that will never leave us spiritually thirsting 

again? Are you needing help to release pain and stigma attached to things that have happened to 

you in your lifetime?  

 

Hear this – Christ offers his living water for YOU. The story of the woman at the well teaches us 

that when we abide with God, God will not abandon us. The story ends with Jesus remaining 

with the people for two days so that they would also come to know who he is. God comes to us 
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even when we feel we can’t reach for God, just like God showed up in Samaria at the well that 

day. 

 

And if we are not the woman in the story, are we possibly the people who have rejected the 

woman and sent her to the well alone?  

 

There are people the church has rejected– queer people, people who have had abortions, people 

who are experiencing homelessness and food insecurity – that need to be reconciled to us.  

 

Are we missing out on the gifts they have to share with this community? The story of the woman 

at the well teaches us that it is never too late for reconciliation. John’s Gospel teaches us that 

salvation comes through relationship. Relationship comes through abiding with Christ. And yes, 

relationship with others is just as important as relationship with Jesus.  

 

The woman did not continue to live an isolated life away from society. The first thing she did 

was run to the people who needed to be in relationship with Christ as well.  

 

Okay but Vicar, how do we stay in relationship when we aren’t holding public worship services 

for the rest of March? I’m glad you asked that. 

We are still called to say “come and see” because we are disciples of Christ. So, people of St. 

Mark – this question is really for you. Will we adapt to the changing world? This technology – 

posting worship online – it’s a great start. But it’s just one way we’re adapting. What else? How 

are we inviting people to “come and see”? What are we inviting them to? Are we having 

conversations about welcoming folks by name? Are we willing to learn about issues in the world 

that affect folks that want to walk through our doors? Will we learn how to use the pronouns our 

grandchildren choose, or will we say “I just don’t understand kids these days?” 

 

We have been changed by relationship with Christ here in this place. I’m only starting my 

seventh week of internship here, but I know St. Mark Ypsi is unique. We have ASL interpreters. 

Our doors are open to every community group that ever wants to meet here. You even welcomed 

me, a queer intern learning to become a pastor, with open arms. You embraced my family.  

 

And amen for that. How will we share how God has worked in our faith community with others, 

especially during this time of the coronavirus pandemic when we can’t invite people in our 

doors? 

 

This disciple, the woman at the well, teaches us that once we experience God, we are called as 

disciples to witness to the world, shouting, “Come and see.” Join with me in this call to 

discipleship, church. Help me imagine new ways to be in relationship. We were never meant to 

journey alone. 


