
Augsburg Evangelical Lutheran Church 
November 8, 2020 

 

Welcome Today we would like to thank Melissa Lalsingh for reading the lessons.  

 

Greeting  

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy 

Spirit be with you all.    

C: And also with you. 
 

Song – Lo! He comes with Clouds Descending 1  
 

Lo! he comes with clouds descending, once for our salvation slain; 

thousand, thousand saints attending join to sing the glad refrain: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Christ the Lord returns to reign.  
 

Now redemption, long expected, comes in solemn splendour near; 

all the saints this world rejected thrill the trumpet sound to hear: 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! See the day of God appear! 
 

Yea, amen, let all adore thee, high on thine eternal throne; 

Saviour, take the power and glory, claim the kingdom as thine own. 

Alleluia, Alleluia, Alleluia! Thou shalt reign, and thou alone! 
 

Call to Worship  
 

L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, creator of the universe, 

 C: for in your wisdom you have formed us. 

L: You feed the hungry, clothe the naked and set free those who are bound. 

 C: We bless you and praise your name forever.  

L: You raise up those whose courage falters and provide for our every care. 

 C: Accept our grateful praises. 

L: You have called us your children and have blessed your people with peace. 

 C: We bless you and praise your loving grace. 

L: Blessed are you, O Lord our God, creator of the universe, 

 C: for in your wisdom you have formed us. 
 

Prayer of the Day 
 

 

 



A Reading : Joshua 24:1-3a, 14-25 
 

Then Joshua gathered all the tribes of Israel to Shechem, and summoned the elders, the 

heads, the judges, and the officers of Israel; and they presented themselves before God. 

And Joshua said to all the people, ‘Thus says the Lord, the God of Israel: Long ago 

your ancestors lived beyond the Euphrates and served other gods. Then I took your 

father Abraham from beyond the River and led him through all the land of Canaan 

and made his offspring many. 

‘Now therefore revere the Lord, and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness; put 

away the gods that your ancestors served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the 

Lord. Now if you are unwilling to serve the Lord, choose this day whom you will 

serve, whether the gods your ancestors served in the region beyond the River or the 

gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my household, 

we will serve the Lord.’  

Then the people answered, ‘Far be it from us that we should forsake the Lord to serve 

other gods; for it is the Lord our God who brought us and our ancestors up from the 

land of Egypt, out of the house of slavery, and who did those great signs in our sight. 

He protected us along all the way that we went, and among all the peoples through 

whom we passed; and the Lord drove out before us all the peoples, the Amorites who 

lived in the land. Therefore we also will serve the Lord, for he is our God.’  

But Joshua said to the people, ‘You cannot serve the Lord, for he is a holy God. He is a 

jealous God; he will not forgive your transgressions or your sins. If you forsake the 

Lord and serve foreign gods, then he will turn and do you harm, and consume you, 

after having done you good.’ And the people said to Joshua, ‘No, we will serve the 

Lord!’ Then Joshua said to the people, ‘You are witnesses against yourselves that you 

have chosen the Lord, to serve him.’ And they said, ‘We are witnesses.’ He said, ‘Then 

put away the foreign gods that are among you, and incline your hearts to the Lord, the 

God of Israel.’ The people said to Joshua, ‘The Lord our God we will serve, and him we 

will obey.’ So Joshua made a covenant with the people that day, and made statutes and 

ordinances for them at Shechem.   The word of the Lord. 
 

Psalm 78:1-8 
 

Give ear, O my people, to my teaching; incline your ears to the words of my mouth.  

 I will open my mouth in a parable; I will utter dark sayings from of old,  

things that we have heard and known, that our ancestors have told us.  

 We will not hide them from their children; we will tell to the coming generation 

the glorious deeds of the Lord, and his might, and the wonders that he has done.  



 

 The Lord established a decree in Jacob, and appointed a law in Israel, 

which he commanded our ancestors to teach to their children;  

 that the next generation might know them, the children yet unborn, 

and rise up and tell them to their children, so that they should set their hope in God, 

 and not forget the works of God, but keep his commandments;  

and that they should not be like their ancestors, a stubborn and rebellious generation, 

 a generation whose heart was not steadfast, whose spirit was not faithful to God. 

 

The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew 25:1-13 

"Then the kingdom of heaven will be like this. Ten bridesmaids took their lamps and 

went to meet the bridegroom. Five of them were foolish, and five were wise. When the 

foolish took their lamps, they took no oil with them; but the wise took flasks of oil with 

their lamps. As the bridegroom was delayed, all of them became drowsy and slept. But 

at midnight there was a shout, "Look! Here is the bridegroom! Come out to meet him.' 

Then all those bridesmaids got up and trimmed their lamps. The foolish said to the 

wise, "Give us some of your oil, for our lamps are going out.' But the wise replied, "No! 

there will not be enough for you and for us; you had better go to the dealers and buy 

some for yourselves.' And while they went to buy it, the bridegroom came, and those 

who were ready went with him into the wedding banquet; and the door was shut. 

Later the other bridesmaids came also, saying, "Lord, lord, open to us.' But he replied, 

"Truly I tell you, I do not know you.' Keep awake therefore, for you know neither the 

day nor the hour. The Gospel of the Lord 
 

Reflection 
 

Song: Blessed Assurance2 
 

Blessed assurance, Jesus is mine! O what a foretaste of glory divine! 

Heir of salvation, purchase of God, born of his Spirit, washed in his blood. 
 

Refrain: This is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior, all the day long; 

this is my story, this is my song, praising my Savior all the day long. 
 

Perfect submission, perfect delight, visions of rapture now burst on my sight; 

angels descending, bring from above echoes of mercy, whispers of love. [Refrain] 
 

Perfect submission, all is at rest, I in my Savior am happy and blest, 

watching and waiting, looking above, filled with his goodness, lost in his love. [Refrain] 
 

 



Prayers of the People 

 We pray: Lord, in your mercy… and respond: Hear our prayer. 
 

The Lord’s Prayer 

L: Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us; 

C: Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name. Your kingdom come, your will be done 

on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread, and forgive us our sins, as we 

forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial, and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

Benediction  
 

Song – When Long Before Time3 
 

When long before time and the worlds were begun, 

when there was no earth and no sky and no sun, 

and all was deep silence and night reigned supreme, 

and even our Maker had only a dream... 
 

...the silence was broken when God sang the Song, 

and light pierced the darkness and rhythm began, 

and with its first birth-cries creation was born, 

and creaturely voices sang praise to the morn. 
 

The sounds of the creatures were one with their Lord's, 

their harmonies sweet and befitting the Word; 

the Singer was pleased as the earth sang the song; 

the choir of the creatures re-echoed it long. 
 

Though, down through the ages, the Song disappeared, 

its harmonies broken and almost unheard, 

the Singer comes to us to sing it again: 

our God is with us in the world now as then. 
 

Dismissal   
 

L: Go now to love and serve to the Lord. C: Thanks be to God  

 

1 ELW hymn #435.  In the public domain. 
2 ELW hymn #638.  In the public domain 
 
3 ELW hymn #861. verses 1-4. Text: Peter W. Davidson. Music: Peter W. Davidson. arr. George Black © Augsburg Fortress. Reprinted 

with permission under ONE LICENSE #A-736240. All rights reserved 

                                                 


