
[1]!
The Fruitful Life!
Matthew 7:15-23!

July 6th, 2014, Jeff Germo!!
When Ruth and I first moved into our house in March we had a very large evergreen that was falling down. It was leaning at 
about a forty-five degree angle into another very large tree and destroying it. About the same time our neighbours had a crew 
pruning some trees in their yard. So, we went over and asked them if they could remove the delinquent tree for us and while 
they were at it if they could prune some of our other trees. We were delighted when he told us that three of the trees looked 
like plum trees and an one was likely apple tree. We’ve always wanted to have fruit trees. The apple tree looked like it had 
some sort of disease on it, so we asked if we should cut it down. He said, "No, just prune it and see if it produces any fruit."!!
That was the end of March. We have absolutely no sign of any fruit on any of the trees. With the exception of the raspberries, 
blueberries, strawberries, and the pear tree we just planted about a month ago, none of the supposed fruit trees are bearing 
any fruit. They were not what they seemed. They were fruitless, and the only way that we knew that was by waiting to see if 
they bore fruit. !!
In the passage that we are going to look at this morning, Jesus is talking about fruit of another kind.!

[2]!
Matthew 7:15–23 (NLT)!!
15“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves. 16 You can identify 
them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from thistles? 17 A 
good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad 
tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into the 
fire. !

[3]!
20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions. 21 “Not everyone who 
calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the will of my Father in 
heaven will enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your name and cast out 
demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew you. Get away 
from me, you who break God’s laws.’!!
I want to reiterate something that we have covered for the last few weeks. We cannot judge the condition of someone’s heart. 
We do not know who is in and who is out. !

[4]!
Only God can judge the heart of people. So, we need to be very careful when we interpret this passage because Jesus did 
not teach this so that we would go around guessing who is in the kingdom and who is outside it. That is not our job. If anything, 
our job is to make sure that we are growing and allowing the Spirit of Jesus to produce fruit in us. !

[5]!
And the fruit he wants to produce in us, as I have reiterated almost every Sunday since I’ve been here is the fruit of the Spirit 
as found in Galatians 5:22-23: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, and self-
control. If we are truly surrendered to Christ and allow him to do a work in our hearts he will produce more and more of these 
things in our character.!!
It is not our job to go around judging others. We are to look inside our own hearts and do the necessary work as we cooperate 
with the Spirit of Jesus so he can change us to be more like him. One thing that we do need to do, though, is make sure that 
we choose leaders who are manifesting the fruit of the Spirit. If they aren’t, Jesus said that is a huge problem. Jesus taught 
this section because there were and, and even are today, self-proclaimed teachers or prophets out there who are not what 
they seem. !!
As far as I can tell these false teachers and prophets come in two main varieties. One type is a teacher - usually self-
proclaimed. They come across as very knowledgeable and spiritual, but underneath their beautiful masks is an ugliness that is 
insidious. They do their best to gather disciples around themselves and impress them with their great knowledge of the Bible 
and their version of Christian and church doctrine. These are extremely dangerous people because one of their tactics is to fill 
the heads of their disciples with their, usually legalistic theology and lifestyle demands, and then use guilt manipulation to 
make sure that their disciples don’t doubt them. They are spiritually abusive, and sometimes syrupy sweet, so they can suck 
people into their ugly vortex of lies and deception.!!
 The other kind of false prophet is one that focuses on works, or signs and wonders. These kind are usually mavericks. They 
gather a following by purporting to be able to do miracles and healings. And believe me, there are lots of these false prophets 
around today. They might often switch churches because as soon as they are seen in one church for what they really are they 
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lose their influence. Their true character surfaces. True fruit is missing. They were masquerading as prophets of God in order 
to feed their ego.!!
When I was just a little kid, maybe three or four years old, I used to sit on my grandpa’s lap on the farm in 
Saskatchewan, and he would say to me playfully, “You’re a cuckoo bird, aren’t you?”  And I would say back to him, 
“No, I’m not, you’re a cuckoo bird.”  And he’d say, “No, you’re a cuckoo bird.”  And I’d say, “No, I’m not you’re a 
cuckoo bird.”  I think you get the picture.  And we would entertain ourselves like this for long periods of time.  It got to 
be a special greeting that we’d give each other as he grew old and frail and as I grew into adulthood.  When Ruth and 
I went to visit him on his death bed I greeted him with those same words, “Hey there cuckoo bird.”  And even though 
he was very weak a big smile came across his face as he said, “You’re the cuckoo bird.”!

[6]!
I didn’t learn until a few years ago that there really is a bird called the cuckoo bird. To me, the cuckoo bird was a 
mythological creature that the famed cuckoo clock is modelled after. !

[7]!
Cuculus canorus is the scientific name for the birds.  They are common in Britain and Germany, and in Africa, and 
you can even find them on the East coast of Canada.  And what I learned about them was that they are quite the 
scoundrels.  They have very unusual nesting habits.  They lay up to 25 eggs in a season.  But they don’t lay them in 
their own nests.  As a matter of fact, they don’t even have their own nests.  They are infamous for laying their eggs in 
the nests of other birds – one in each nest, up to 25.  What they do is wait until the host mother has left her nest to go 
in search of food and then the Cuckoo will lay her eggs with the others in the nest, and she may eat one or two of the 
others while she is there.  And then she goes on to the next nest and does the same thing.!

[8]!
And then the host mothers will return to their nests, and unbeknownst to them will incubate the egg of the Cuckoo 
bird, which hatches several days before her own.  And then the Cuckoo chick will be mothered by the sparrow, or 
thrush.  The Cuckoo is a much bigger bird than the host chicks and will usually get most of the food that the host 
mother brings, which leaves the host chicks weak and malnourished until they eventually die.  It’s really a strange 
scenario because sometimes the Cuckoo will grow several times bigger than its surrogate mother.  It has no 
resemblance to its mother whatsoever.  It doesn’t make the same sound.!

[9]!
You’ve heard the sound of the cuckoo – “gong – cuckoo, cuckoo.”  It sounds nothing like the little thrush.  It looks 
nothing like the thrush, but this mother is duped into feeding this illegitimate child and leaving her own biological kids 
to die.!!
Well, Jesus says that there are false prophets who similarly dupe eager Christ-followers who may be new to the faith. !!

[10]!
Matthew 7:15–23 (NLT)!!
15“Beware of false prophets who come disguised as harmless sheep but are really vicious wolves.!!
On the outside, Jesus says, they look harmless. They look like the average person in the congregation, but on the inside they 
are ugly.!!
16 You can identify them by their fruit, that is, by the way they act. Can you pick grapes from thornbushes, or figs from 
thistles? 17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, 
and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and 
thrown into the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.!!
Now, again, Jesus is not saying that it’s ok to judge someone’s intentions or motives. We cannot know someone’s heart. Only 
God can. Every single one of us is prone to sin. We will all have slips of the tongue and bad judgement at times and choose to 
say things or do things that we know are not right or loving. We have no right or authority to judge someone else’s heart. What 
Jesus is talking about here is an ongoing pattern of bad rotten fruit. It’s one thing to slip up once in a while. It’s quite another to 
purposefully walk in sin. In John 15 Jesus said that the more time we spend with him the more good fruit we will bear.!
And the fruit that he is talking about is the fruit of the Spirit which are exemplified by character traits such as Paul described in 
Galatians 5:22-23!

[11]!
Galatians 5:22–23 (NLT)!!
22 But the Holy Spirit produces this kind of fruit in our lives: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, 
faithfulness, 23 gentleness, and self-control. There is no law against these things!!!
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Now, before you go around judging everyone else’s character by these fruit, you need to take a look at your own heart. Jesus’ 
point is not that we are supposed to pick our leaders apart. What he said is that if their walk does not match their talk there is a 
dissonance that needs to be reconciled. Now, this does not just hold true for our leaders. It is for each of us.!!
James, who was the half brother of Jesus, in James 3 wrote about the difficulty we have in taming our tongue. He said we 
have learned to tame all kinds of wild animals, but when it comes to our tongues we have a hard time controlling it. And then 
he said,!

[12]!
James 3:8–12 (NLT)!!
8 …It is restless and evil, full of deadly poison. 9 Sometimes it praises our Lord and Father, and sometimes it curses 
those who have been made in the image of God. 10 And so blessing and cursing come pouring out of the same mouth. 
Surely, my brothers and sisters, this is not right! 11 Does a spring of water bubble out with both fresh water and bitter 
water? 12 Does a fig tree produce olives, or a grapevine produce figs? No, and you can’t draw fresh water from a salty 
spring.!!
I cannot count how many times I have heard people singing supposed praises to God in church and then turn around and use 
the same tongue to gossip about someone. James said that should never ever happen. It is not okay to use our tongues to 
tear people down. When we do that, we are not doing the Lord’s work we are actually in cahoots with the enemy of our souls, 
Satan. It should never happen. And if it happens as an ongoing pattern, Jesus and James say there is something wrong. 
There is a disconnect between what the person says and what they do. And Jesus says, !

[13]!
Matthew 7:17-20!!
17 A good tree produces good fruit, and a bad tree produces bad fruit. 18 A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a 
bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 19 So every tree that does not produce good fruit is chopped down and thrown into 
the fire. 20 Yes, just as you can identify a tree by its fruit, so you can identify people by their actions.!!
Those words should cause us to pause and take a good hard look at ourselves and how we talk about others, and how we 
treat them. Don’t just look at others and judge them. If we do that, we are missing the point. We need to first look at ourselves.!

[14]!
21 “Not everyone who calls out to me, ‘Lord! Lord!’ will enter the Kingdom of Heaven. Only those who actually do the 
will of my Father in heaven will enter. 22 On judgment day many will say to me, ‘Lord! Lord! We prophesied in your 
name and cast out demons in your name and performed many miracles in your name.’ 23 But I will reply, ‘I never knew 
you. Get away from me, you who break God’s laws.’!!
This is a very scary passage. There are people who think they have their theology, doctrine, and biblical knowledge down pat 
and yet they are angry, mean, bitter people. There is something wrong with that picture. There is a disconnect between the 
head and the heart. Jesus said stay away from those kinds of people.  They are dangerous. They look innocent on the outside, 
but are like wolves on the inside.!!
These are the kinds of people that Jesus continually butted heads with during his earthly ministry. He said some 
pretty harsh things to them. “You search far and wide for one convert and make them twice the sons of hell you are.” 
Jesus did not pull any punches with these people. He called them what they were. They were self-righteous 
hypocrites - whitewashed tombs, broods of vipers. These were some of the adjectives that Jesus used for these 
superficially religious people.!!
I want to be very clear here. It is vital that we are not wishy washy in what we believe in the essentials. And as a matter of fact, 
one of the ways John said that we could recognize a false teacher is who they say Jesus is.  !

[15]!
However, correct theology does not a disciple make. James said that even the demons have correct theology and they 
shudder. There must be something deeper than just head knowledge. !!
In the Baptist church we have been so good at teaching and focusing on correct theology and doctrine that we have been 
lulled into thinking that it’s the main point. As important as it is to have correct theology it’s not the main point.!

[16]!
The main point is not to know more about the Bible. The main point is not even to know more about God. The main 
point is to know God more, which will lead to a changed life characterized by love.!

[17]!
1 John 3:7–10 (NLT)!!
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7 Dear children, don’t let anyone deceive you about this: When people do what is right, it shows that they are 
righteous, even as Christ is righteous. 8 But when people keep on sinning, it shows that they belong to the devil, who 
has been sinning since the beginning. But the Son of God came to destroy the works of the devil. 9 Those who have 
been born into God’s family do not make a practice of sinning, because God’s life is in them. So they can’t keep on 
sinning, because they are children of God. 10 So now we can tell who are children of God and who are children of the 
devil. Anyone who does not live righteously and does not love other believers does not belong to God.!!
Now, don’t go judging others and questioning who is in and who is out. The point is to look at our own hearts and make sure 
that we are right with God. If we are it will lead to heart change which will lead to a growing capacity to love others better. That 
is the main point.!!
Before we close I want to look quickly at the parallel passage in the Gospel of Luke because he adds something in his account 
that Matthew does not. And it’s quite important.!

[18]!
Luke 6:43–45 (NLT)!!
43 “A good tree can’t produce bad fruit, and a bad tree can’t produce good fruit. 44 A tree is identified by its fruit. Figs 
are never gathered from thornbushes, and grapes are not picked from bramble bushes. 45 A good person produces 
good things from the treasury of a good heart, and an evil person produces evil things from the treasury of an evil 
heart. What you say flows from what is in your heart.!!
Jesus says that the thoughts and actions that come from each of us, whether they be evil or good, whether they build others 
up or tear them down, whether they are praises or curses, come from what we store up in our hearts. This is very important. 
What we have a habit of dwelling on or feeding our minds on will come out. Do you judge others in your heart? Do you fill your 
mind and thoughts with things that do not honour God or others? The antidote to this kind of insidious evil is to fill our minds 
and hearts with the things of God. That is why it is imperative that we spend time with Jesus, in his Word, allowing him to 
change us, because what we have stored up in the treasury of our hearts will come out when we are backed into a corner, or 
stressed.!!
We are going to celebrate the Lord’s Supper together now. In the Lord’s Supper we commemorate the unshakable truth that 
the holy God, the creator of the universe became like us, lived the perfect life, was crucified on a cross, died in our place to 
pay the penalty for our sins, and then rose from the dead to give us life. When we accept this by faith the Spirit of Jesus lives 
in us and empowers us to live the life he has called us to. Let’s take a few minutes of silence to meditate on these truths as we 
prepare our hearts to take communion together. The resurrection makes change possible. Jesus defeat sin and death by rising 
from the dead. Let that truth sink in this morning and allow Jesus to change you.!!!!

�4


