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Week of Nov 4 - Colossians 3:12-17

Introduction / Icebreaker

• It has been said that, “Community is hell, but it’s worth it.” 

° Why do you think someone would say that? 

° Disregarding the crassness of the statement, do you agree or 
disagree with its sentiment? Why?

• Turn to 1 Corinthians 13:4-7. Read it out loud but each time the word “love” is 
used, replace it with the name of someone in your group:

° What was your response like? Was that an accurate statement? Far-
off the mark? Funny? Why did you respond the way you did?

° Would anyone else’s name in the group fair any better / worse?

Scripture / Sermon Discussion

• Read John 13:34-35 as a group:

° How is loving one another a new commandment when it’s clearly 
been commanded prior to this (Lev 19:18)?

° Jesus stated that we are to love others as he has loved us:

• As a group, describe the character and nature of Jesus’ 
love for us. What makes it distinct?

• How do you (specifically, you) need to grow in your love 
for others?

° How will the world know that we are disciples of Jesus, according to 
verse 35? Do you think this is a fair assessment of a disciple? Why 
or why not?

• Re-read Col 3:13: 

° How has Jesus forgiven us? (Think in terms of offence, offender, 
price paid, who paid it, etc.)

° With that in mind, describe a method of how we should forgive others 
based upon Christ’s model
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•  Jonathan mentioned a difference between “bearing” and “forgiving” (bear with 
difficulties, forgive hurts):

° Why shouldn’t we just bear it when we’re hurt by someone? 

° What are the fruits/results of ignoring pain and burying it?

• Can anyone share a story of where they did/didn’t do this 
and the results?

• Re-read Col 3:16:

° How can the actions described in this verse bring about unity? What 
about them brings us together as the church, in spite of our many 
differences? 

• Do you think this is true in your experience of church? In 
this very group?

° Can someone share a positive example where they have been 
“admonished” by someone else in the church? 

• What contributed to it being a positive experience rather 
than negative?

• Col 3:17 states that everything we do should be done in the name of Jesus. 

° Where do you find this difficult? In other words, are there some 
things that you have a hard time doing as a representative of Jesus?

° Do you think there is anything in life that wouldn’t fall under this 
category?

Prayer

• Declare the “common unity” (community) we have in Christ

• Pray for the unity of our church

• Pray for Christ’s power so we can be forgive and forgive others

• Pray the Lord’s prayer together (Matt 6:9-13)


