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WELCOME TO WORSHIP!  It is our prayer that this will be a time of worship and renewal for 
you, when you will encounter the living God revealed in Jesus Christ. 

INTRODUCTION  

Which of us, growing up, did not have a dog or cat or guppy or goldfish or budgie; or perhaps 
something even more exotic?  The love of animals is something deeply innate in each and 
every one of us, that is nurtured in us when we are given our very first teddy bear to cuddle at 
night in our cribs.  And for many of us our Fidos and Mittens and all our beloved pets are as 
much a part of the family as our children our spouses.  

So, today, on this Beasts Sunday, we acknowledge that we, too, are creature and kin to every 
living thing that crawls or creeps or flies or slithers or swims.  And while this may not seem a far 
stretch for us to grasp, we also acknowledge that we are a people who hunt for sport or for 
profit; exploit exotic creatures of land and sea for the sake of the next best food craze; and 
carelessly destroy delicate ecosystems while the diversity and beauty of our creatures 
disappear to the point of extinction.   

In our texts today, the story of Noah’s Ark, a story we read from a very human perspective—
that God is busy saving the people whom God loves.  And for every human being on that ark—
saved by the hundreds and thousands—animals, birds, living creatures of every kind, God 
deems worthy of God’s saving actions and grace.  

 

GATHERING   

INVOCATION 

In the name of the Creator, the fountain of life, the name of +Christ, the pulse of life, and the 
name of the Spirit, the breath of life.  Amen. 

Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

Christ we come into your presence today to worship in this sanctuary called Earth. 
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A planet filled with your presence, quivering the forests, vibrating the land, pulsating in 
the wilderness, shimmering in the rivers, animating the creatures of the trees and the 
beasts of the field. 

God, reveal yourself to us in this place and show us your face in all creation. 

Holy! Holy! Holy! Earth is filled with God’s presence. 

 

“Mother Earth, our Mother Birthing”    
(to the tune of “Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven”) 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

Remembering (SOC, adapted) 

We remember the wide diversity of creatures God created to be fruitful and multiply and fill 

the earth—birds of the air and fish of the sea; creeping things and those that walk and leap 

and run.  And we remember that God called all creation good. 

We remember the pets of our childhood—the cats that curled up on our laps; the dogs that 

licked our faces and slept in our beds; the creatures that give us comfort when we are alone 

or sad; who play with us and give us joy.  We remember and rejoice.  

We remember the beauty and wonder now lost in species now extinct and the ways we 

have played a part in their disappearance:  We remember with regret. 

Thank you, God, for all the creatures you have created good. 

 

Mother Earth, our mother  birthing. Every creature from the ground.  

Jesus too was flesh and breathing. Kin to all  that’s green and brown.  

Celebrate with al l  creation, God has joined the web of l i fe.  
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“Mother Earth, our Mother Birthing”    
(to the tune of “Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven”) 

Sibling air, our sibling lifting 
Ev’ry creature born with wing 
Jesus shared the breath of forests 
Breath that makes our spirits sing 
Celebrate with all creation 
God has joined the web of life 

 
 
Reflection:  “Carrie’s Eagle   

 

Swans unfurl wings of white and lift skyward to their own island of escape in the clouds. Geese 
take wing, away from a nest now broken, egg shells scattered on an earthly island. Booze 
bottles, and garbage litter the ground, and a glaring sign is nailed to a tree like an unholy cross. 
This evidence names the predators. Do they even know what they have lost on wings away? 

A young woman sits near a bald eagle. This majestic wind walker is grounded now and dying 
slowly. The ingested lead is more evidence of human presence in a deep forest. And the moose 
hunt she was on - meant only to feed her family. But this feathered angel looks her in the eye 
and they pray together in their own way. Does the eagle know the sorrow and the beauty that 
change this girl forever? Yet, she holds the joy of their connection like a lantern in her heart. 

A storm tossed ancient murrelet, a small seabird from the Northern Pacific is found exhausted 
in a ditch. The bird is wrapped in a blanket and sheltered until help can arrive. The bird is way 
off course, blown down by storm winds and cannot fly on her own. Like a loon, she has the feet 
of a diver who cannot walk on land, but walks on water, like our Lord. The biologist declares 
this surprising guest, swimming in the aquarium, unharmed and releases her on the river to fly 
away. 

You told me you see the sparrows falling, Lord, and I believe you. I do not condemn my fellow 
beings, for we all own this carelessness and pollution. Yet I rely on your mighty wings to lift our 
minds, our hearts and actions to a higher place. Not one lost feather floats on the water 
unnamed. And I believe in the new heaven and the new earth that is coming on your holy wings 
of love. 
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CONFESSION and ABSOLUTION 

 

Gracious, Creative and Creating God we remember and confess: 

That we have become alienated from Earth and have exploited and destroyed ecosystems 
and the homes of the many creatures our garden planet.  We are sorry.  We have used 
poisons that have killed animals.  We have caged and captured and mistreated creatures of 
all kinds.  We have overfished and overhunted salmon and lobster; game and trophy 
animals to extinction.   

Gracious, Creative and Creating God we remember and confess.  We are sorry. 

We are sorry.  Forgive us, renew us and all creation we pray.  Amen. 

In the mercy of God, Christ hears your confession from the mountains and rivers, from the 
skies and the plains and your sins against the animals and against all creation.  In the name of 
God, the Creator, and of +Christ, God’s own heart; and of the Spirit of Breath, your sins are 
forgiven.  Amen! 

“Mother Earth, our Mother Birthing”    
(to the tune of “Praise my Soul, the King of Heaven”) 

Father Fire, our father burning 
With the sacred urge to live 
Jesus’ death completes the cycle 
Bringing life beyond the grave 
Celebrate with all creation 
God has joined the web of life 

 
PRAYER OF THE DAY  
 
The Lord be with you.  And also with you. Let us pray. 

God, our Creator, whose glory fills our planet, help us to love all creatures as kin, all animals as 
partners on Earth, all birds as messengers of praise, all frogs as voices of hope, all minute 
beings as expressions of your mysterious design.   

Help us to empathize with your creatures who are suffering.  Lift our spirits to rejoice with all 
creation.  In the name of Christ, who reconciles and renews all things in creation.  Amen. 

 

 
CHILDREN’S MESSAGE 
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FIRST READING: Genesis 6:11-22  
Now the earth was corrupt in God's sight, and the earth was filled with violence. And God saw 
that the earth was corrupt; for all flesh had corrupted its ways upon the earth. And God said to 
Noah, "I have determined to make an end of all flesh, for the earth is filled with violence 
because of them; now I am going to destroy them along with the earth. Make yourself an ark of 
cypress wood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and out with pitch. This is how you 
are to make it: the length of the ark three hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height 
thirty cubits. Make a roof for the ark, and finish it to a cubit above; and put the door of the ark 
in its side; make it with lower, second, and third decks. For my part, I am going to bring a flood 
of waters on the earth, to destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; 
everything that is on the earth shall die. But I will establish my covenant with you; and you shall 
come into the ark, you, your sons, your wife, and your sons' wives with you. And of every living 
thing, of all flesh, you shall bring two of every kind into the ark, to keep them alive with you; 
they shall be male and female. Of the birds according to their kinds, and of the animals 
according to their kinds, of every creeping thing of the ground according to its kind, two of 
every kind shall come in to you, to keep them alive. Also take with you every kind of food that 
is eaten, and store it up; and it shall serve as food for you and for them." Noah did this; he did 
all that God commanded him. 
 
BLESSING FOR ANIMALS 
 
 
CIRCLE OF PRAISE—A Version of Psalm 148 (SOC) 
All dogs and cats, large and small, wild and tame 
Praise the Lord! 
 
All rabbits, hamsters, and guinea pigs 
Praise the Lord! 
 
All goldfish, guppies and swimming creatures 
Praise the Lord! 
 
All kookaburras, budgies and singing birds 
Praise the Lord! 
 
All kangaroos, elephants, polar bears, and moose 
Praise the Lord! 
 
All horses, cows and sheep 
Praise the Lord! 
 
All lizards, skinks and crawling creatures 
Praise the Lord! 
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Every animal in the sky, the sea and the forest 
Praise the Lord! 
 
Let all of creation 
Praise the Lord! 
 
GOSPEL  Matthew 8:18-20 
 
The Holy Gospel according to Matthew the 8th chapter. 
Glory to you O Lord. 
 
Now when Jesus saw great crowds around him, he gave orders to go over to the other 

side. A scribe then approached and said, "Teacher, I will follow you wherever you go." 

And Jesus said to him, "Foxes have holes, and birds of the air have nests; but the Son 

of Man has nowhere to lay his head."  

 
The Gospel of our Lord. 
Praise to you O Christ. 
 
SERMON 
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HYMN OF THE DAY  “When Long Before Time”   (vs 1-3,6)   ELW 861 
 

 
 

 
 
AFFIRMATION OF FAITH 
  

Let us affirm our faith together. 
We believe that God creates all things, renews all things, and celebrates all things 
We believe Earth is a sanctuary, a sacred planet filled with God’s presence, a home for 
us to share with our kin. 
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We believe that God became flesh and blood, became one in and with creation; a human 
being called Jesus Christ, who lived and breathed and spoke among us, suffered and died 
on a cross for all human beings and for all creation. 
We believe that the risen Jesus is the Christ at the core of creation, reconciling all 
things to God, renewing all creation and filling the cosmos. 
 
We believe the Holy Spirit renews life in creation, groans in empathy with a suffering 
creation and waits with us for the rebirth of creation. 
We believe in the church and as created beings; the communion we share in kinship 
with all creation. 
 
We believe that with Christ we will rise and with Christ we will celebrate a new creation.  
Amen. 

 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION    
 
Loving God, creator of the Universe, you know every creature and its needs. With great trust 
we turn our hearts to you. 

Jesus Christ, teach us to empathize with the earth…We pray for the world that we would be 
protectors of the animal habitats that you created by design. 

Jesus Christ, make our spirits sensitive to the cries of creation…We pray for the world that we 
would respect the fragile balance of all life within your creation. 

Jesus Christ, make our ears sensitive to the cries of justice from the hills and trees and for the 
endangered species of our forests…We pray for our local community that we have reverence 
for all your animals who share this planet with us.  

Jesus Christ, make our faith sensitive to the groans of the Spirit. Groans from the deserts, the 
salt plains, and the winds…We pray for our world leaders that, by the decisions they make, a 
good and fruitful earth may continue to show your glory. 

Jesus Christ, make our souls sensitive to the songs of our kin, songs of celebration from the 
sea, the land, and the air…We pray for our church that, in caring for your creation, we are good 
stewards of your creative power. 

Grant healing and wholeness to those suffering from COVID. Comfort those who suffer, 
encourage those who are sick, bind up the broken-hearted, and wipe away the tears of all who 
mourn. We pray especially today for Sharla , Debi, Renee, Marion, Arne, Eva, Olai and Suzy, 
Dave and Trudy, Lyle and Marlene, Olivia, Syd, Pastor Dick and Jan, Corrie, Patrick, Myrna, 
Klaus, Harriet, Shirley, Eowyn, Lorraine, Catherine, Grace, Lilian, Margaret, Clayton, 
Montgomery, Rosemary, Landon, Wayne, Elizabeth, and Judy and Ron. 

Today we pray especially for Loreen and Brent and Barbara. Bless the Creative Fingers group. 
Continue to bless Pastor Kathy as she serves Good Shepherd. 
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Thank you for the abundant harvest of the earth. Bless and care for those whose hands bring 
the fruits of the earth to the tables of all who hunger. May we be inspired by your servants who 
cared deeply for your creation especially Francis of Assisi, whom we commemorate today. 

We pray these things in Jesus name, Amen. 

 
 
LORD’S PRAYER 
 

Our Father in heaven, 
 hallowed be your name,  
 your kingdom come,   
 your will be done,     
     on earth as in heaven. 
 Give us today our daily bread.  
 Forgive us our sins,    
 as we forgive those     
   who sin against us;        
Save us from the time of trial  
 and deliver us from evil.    
For the kingdom, the power,  
 and the glory are yours,  

    now and forever.  Amen. 
 

BLESSING 
 
May God who established the dance of creation; 
Who set the stars to twinkle in the heavens; 
Who causes the waves to crash and foam; 
Who makes the calf skip for joy and the trees clap their hands; 
May God, Father, +Son, and Holy Spirit; 
Fill you with joy and transform your lives; that with all the earth you might reflect the glory of 
God.  Amen.   
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SENDING HYMN:  “God of the Sparrow”  (vs 1,3,6)  ELW #740      
 

 
 

 

 
 
SENDING 
 
Christ calls you to be disciples, to serve others with love and compassion and to serve Earth by 
caring for creation. 
 
We will remember the animals! 
We will care for creation! 
We will rejoice with birds that sing! 
We will cherish the creatures of land and sea! 
We will celebrate life! 
 
Go in peace, serve Christ, care for the Earth. 
Thanks be to God!  We will! 
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COPYRIGHT PERMISSION  

1. “Intro” (Season of Creation 2020:  Renewing, repairing and restoring our commitments to God, to one another and to all 
of creation; https://episcopalchurch.org/files/seasons_of_creation_devotional_pages.pdf ) 

2. “Mother Earth, our Mother Birthing”  Text:  Normal Habel 1999. Music “Praise My Soul, the King of Heaven”   Public 
Domain. 

3. “Carrie’s Eagle” from Reformation Hymnfest, published by Alberta Synod in 2016 
4. “When Long Before Time: The Singer and the Song” Text: Peter W. A. Davison, b. 1936.  Music:  Peter W. A. Davison, b 

1936; arr. George Black.  Text & tune©Peter W. A. Davison.  Arr.©George Black.    Reproduced with permission under 
CCLI Licence #547407. 

5. “God of the Sparrow”  Text:  Jaroslav. J. Vajda, b. 1919; Music:  Carl F. Schalk, b. 1929; Text © 1983 Concordia 
Publishing House; music © 1983 GIA Publications, Inc.   Reprinted under OneLicense.net #A-712444. 

6. "Permission to podcast / stream the music in this service obtained from ONE LICENSE, License #A-712444 and CCLI 
License #547407. All rights reserved  

 

 


