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-Our reliance on God’s redemption- 

Date:  November 22, 2020 (The Reign of Christ) 

1.  Texts:  Ezekiel 34:11-16; Ps. 100; Ephesians 1:15-23; Matthew 25:31-46. 

2.  Subject:  God’s judgment. 

3.  Topic:  our reliance on God’s redemption. 

4.  Aim:  encourage, instruct. 

5.  Proposition:  “We cannot earn eternity—it can only come as God’s gift of redemption.” 
 

GOD’S JUDGMENT, OUR REDEMPTION 

 

 I know this for a fact:  the world will rejoice when this pandemic has ended.  

Women are usually overjoyed when a pregnancy ends in a live birth of a healthy 

child.  The end of our studies or apprenticeship is usually greeted with joy.  

Frequently, endings are seen as good things, especially if we anticipate the next 

phase with joy. 

 

 I wonder how many of us will anticipate with joy the coming of God’s 

judgment day.   

 

 Oh, his judgment day is coming—make no mistake about that.  It will either 

come with the end of our earthly lives or with the end of all time.  The end may 

not be exactly and equally close for all of us right now, but the end is coming. 

 

 When the end does come, God will assess our lives for signs of his justice 

and righteousness.  Remember, God is perfectly just and perfectly righteous.  

Therefore, he must judge our conduct and judge it according to his standards.  

Such an assessment is simply part of God’s identity and nature. 

 

 That assessment, however, will be perfectly balanced.  God will understand 

our circumstances perfectly and he will judge us perfectly.  That, too, is part of 

God’s identity and nature.   

 

 In every single case, from Erin O’Toole to Justin Trudeau, from Pope John 

Paul II to Billy Graham, from your grandmother to your next door neighbour, all 

will have to rely on God’s redemption and forgiveness.  A couple of important 

things are at play here. 
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 First of all, every human thought and action is tainted by our self-will and 

the desire to somehow come out on top.  None of us is perfectly just or perfectly 

righteous.  We are all predisposed to selfishness rather than selflessness.   

 

 Second, we cannot earn our way into God’s approval, precisely because of 

our self-orientation.  None of us can do enough to balance the self-will which 

infects our thoughts and actions.  We cannot earn a “Get-into-heaven Free Card”.   

 

 When God does assess our lives according to his perfect knowledge of us, 

our only recourse is to rely on his redemption and forgiveness. 

 

 This dynamic represents one core of the Christian faith.  Other faith groups 

assume that good behaviour and a life well lived will permit one to enter eternity.  

Christianity has never believed that.  Salvation comes to us only as the free and 

unearned gift of God.  This salvation comes to us as we respond to God in self-

sacrificing faith and love.  We rely on God to allow us to enter eternity. 

 

 If we must rely on God’s free gift, then why the heck should we spend any 

time and effort on behaving well?  If we cannot earn or even influence our 

salvation, why be good and loving at all? 

 

 We seek to be good, loving, kind, just and forgiving because that’s what we 

were created to be.  Human beings are the high point of God’s creation and we 

were created to reflect God in all that we think, say and do.  Human beings are 

the mirror of God’s identity and nature. 

 

 As we behave in ways that reflect God’s identity and nature, we fulfill our 

Creator’s plan for us.  As others experience God through us, we are the people 

God designed us to be.  We find personal fulfillment in living according to God’s 

plan for us.  We seek to be good, loving, kind, forgiving and just because we 

experience more of God’s genuine life and love as we do so.  Our purpose is not 

to earn our way into heaven.  Our purpose on this earth is to live the life of God 

so that we and others might experience God on earth.   
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 That is fantastic!  God created us to mirror his life on this earth.  The more 

accurately we do that, the more we experience personal fulfillment.   

 

 The blessing is multiplied when we comprehend this and understand that 

our personal fulfillment expands to include our communal fulfillment.  As the 

Church more genuinely and accurately lives God’s life and love, then the more 

the Body of Christ experiences its fulfillment.  God intended that his Church 

should mirror his life in communal ways.  The more accurately we do that, the 

more genuinely we are the Church and the greater our fulfillment as the Body of 

Christ.   

 

 Such is the motivation for living the life of God.  We cannot earn our way 

into heaven, but we can experience the life God created us to have, both as 

individuals and as the Body of Christ, the Church.   

 

 I think we may be on the verge of anticipating the coming end with joy.  

What a relief it is to know that we don’t have to work so hard to earn our way 

into heaven.  What a blessing it is to know that we can be the kind of creation God 

intended us to be.   

 

 But our progress in this is far more dependent on our faith than on our 

achievements.  The fulfillment of our creation is more dependent on who we are 

than on what we do. 

 

 Basically, human beings were created to be the mirror images of God on 

earth.  Being such requires a life-transforming relationship of faith with God 

through Jesus in the power of the Holy Spirit.  We can only truly be who God 

created us to be as we live in faith, a faith that changes who we are and what we 

do.   

 

 Christian faith is a life-changing relationship with God, who proves himself 

to be Father, Son and Holy Spirit, all three, all at once, all one being.  That life-

transforming relationship is marked by love, trust, self-sacrifice and submission 

to the will of God.  Christian faith is never the same as believing that God exists.  

Faith is not the intellectual assertion that there might be a God.  Faith is only 
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genuine as a transformative relationship of love, trust, self-sacrifice and 

submission with respect to God the Father, God the Son and God the Holy Spirit.   

 

 It is only as we are guided and shaped by this relationship of faith that we 

can live the life of God and reflect his identity on earth.  It is only with this faith 

that we can be blessed by his forgiveness and redemption.  Our personal and 

communal fulfillment come through the channel of this faith.  We were created 

to live the life of faith and only find our human fulfillment as we do so.   

 

 This ultimately means that joy at God’s coming day of judgment will only 

occur as we are molded and transformed by faith.  Faith will mold and guide how 

we live God’s life and so enable us to be his mirror on earth.  Faith will enable us 

to accept God’s gifts of redemption and salvation.  Faith opens us up to personal 

and communal fulfillment as we live out God’s intent for our creation.  It is in 

faith that we can be the kind of people God intends and it is in faith that we can 

live the life that leads to eternity. 

 

 As we celebrate the Reign of Christ on earth and in heaven, let us take the 

opportunity to grasp with firmer hand the realities of our faith.  And for this 

privilege, we give thanks to God our heavenly Father. 

 

 AMEN.   


