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November 12, 2020
Who Was that Masked Man?
If the Covid-19 pandemic ever ends, and we are all looking
back on it from a distance, it seems likely that the most
enduring visual image that will come to mind is the face
mask. Face masks are not only a symbol of the pandemic,
but they have become an object of strong feelings, strong
opinions, strong positions, and (unfortunately) too many
tensions and conflicts.
Different public and private organizations have adopted
different policies with respect to the wearing of face masks.
This includes churches. Some churches have made them
mandatory for those who attend worship services, others
have not. Some require them to be worn during
congregational singing, others have not. Some provide
masks at the door, others do not.
At Sevenoaks, we have been very careful and deliberate
about deciding what mask policy to adopt, and hardly a
week goes by that we don’t spend at least some time
reviewing our policy in the light of new developments that
are taking place in the broader community.
Public health authorities in BC have held off so far on
making it mandatory for people to wear masks at public
events and in public spaces. But on October 26 BC’s Chief
Public Health Officer made it clear that people are
“expected” to wear a mask while in public. In response to
this message, the Canadian Pacific District of the Christian
and Missionary Alliance has said that it strongly
recommends that Alliance churches in BC make it
mandatory for worshippers to wear masks as they are
entering or exiting the church sanctuary, and when they are
singing.
For the time being, at least, we have decided not to make
masks mandatory at Sevenoaks, although we encourage
everyone to wear a mask and we now make masks
available to people as they enter the building before worship
services and certain other events. And we are happy to
report that the majority of worshippers do wear masks as
they are entering and exiting the building. This encourages
us, because when we see someone choose to wear a mask,
we know that they are doing so out of care and concern for
the safety of everyone.

Due to some upcoming changes in the new year, Inasmuch Community Society is
looking for hosts for their transition houses in Abbotsford. Hosts are the people who
live in those homes, create the family atmosphere, play a central role with the team
and provide a warm welcome for refugee claimants.
If interested, email Richard, the Executive Director, richard@inasmuch.ca
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Re-Inventing Sunday
Back in January, as we were all rolling into the
year 2020, few of us could have imagined how
very different our life together as a church was
going to look by the time November came
around. On March 15, unable to gather in person
to hold worship services in the church building,
we began posting up a weekly ‘virtual church’
service on our website, so that the members of
the Sevenoaks family could continue to worship
‘together’ from the safety of their homes. Now,
35 weeks later, we are still making a virtual church
service available online each week, and scores of
households use these as the basis for their weekly
at-home worship.

One of the most life-changing ministries at
Sevenoaks over the last decade or so has been
A.R.M. which stands for Addiction Recovery
Meeting, a ministry which runs a weekly addiction
recovery support meeting at the church building
every Monday night. ARM had to shut down for
nearly 6 months because of the pandemic, but
resumed meeting in September. Leaders weren’t
sure how well it would go. In order to comply
with the 50-person limit on gatherings, the
ministry had to split, with men meeting in the
Chapel and women meeting in the Community
Room. And the Covid-19 prevention measures
that had to be put in place meant no coffee pot

In July, still subject to a Public Health order
limiting to 50 the number of people who can
gather together for a public event, we resumed
holding in-person worship services each Sunday.
Over the summer months we met in the big
Worship Centre, and we weren’t able to put on
‘live’ services, but come September we were able
to move into the newly renovated Chapel, resume
having both live preaching and a live worship
team, and resume offering the Sevenoaks Kids
children’s program.

and no hugs. Few who have ever attended a
weekly addiction recovery meeting could imagine
the idea. But we are delighted to report that
people came back, and that the meetings are now
once again as well-attended as they were before
the pandemic. Please pray for the leaders and the
participants in this vital ministry.

Week by week we have had to adjust and adapt
and modify the way we have been doing worship
services. It has taken us a while to figure out how
many members of our family are ready to return
to live worship, and how many are still going to
stay home for now. It has taken us a while to
figure out how best to set up and operate a
registration system that would allow us to limit
the attendance at each service to 50. And it has
seemed like every time we think we have figured
out how to comply with the Province’s health and
safety guidelines, the guidelines have been
modified. So week by week we have had to
modify what we are doing in order to keep pace.
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Continued on page 4
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Re-Inventing Sunday
Having to constantly ‘re-invent Sunday’ has used
up a lot of staff time over the past eight months.
But the results have been worth it. We now have
the pleasure of having an average of 200
members of our church family come to join us for
live worship every week, and we think that at
least that many people are viewing our online
service every week as well. We are excited to be
laying plans for putting on some special worship
events throughout the Advent and Christmas
seasons, and will share more information on that
in our next newsletter. And we are also excited
about the possibility that we will be in a position
to start ‘live streaming’ our morning worship
services by the end of this month.

Sunday

Scripture

November 15
November 22
November 29
December 6

James 4:11-17
James 5:1-6
James 5:7-12
James 5:13-20

Financial Giving
Cheerful, sacrificial giving is part of our life in Christ,
an act of worship to the living God & an expression of
trust in Him. Your generosity helps us fulfill our vision
of knowing Jesus & making Him known.
Online via Tithe.ly
Make a secure, one-time donation or set up a recurring gift to the church using Tithe.ly. Use a credit card
& designate where you want your gift to go.
Online Banking
There are 2 ways to give through your financial
institution’s online banking site:
1. Bill Payment
Add Sevenoaks Alliance Church as a payee. Note your
offering envelope number as your account number.
2. E-Transfer
Add life@sevenoaks.org as a payee. Enter the
amount you want to give & make up a security
question. Then be sure to send the security question
answer for the e-transfer in a separate email to
life@sevenoaks.org so that we can accept it.

Alliance Connection

Cheque
Make a cheque payable to Sevenoaks Alliance
Church. Ensure that your name or offering envelope
number is clear for tax receipt purposes. Place the
completed cheque in an envelope & mail or bring it to
the church office.

Every fall the Christian & Missionary
Alliance in Canada releases an issue of the
Alliance Connection as a way to share
stories about how God is moving. Take a
look at how God has been at work in
Alliance people, churches, workers, &
partners throughout the most recent issue
of the magazine.

Thank you for supporting the ministry of Sevenoaks Church!

Contact Information
Sevenoaks Alliance Church
2575 Gladwin Road
Abbotsford BC V2T 3N8

https://www.cmacan.org/resources/
alliance-connection/#200522_magazinefall20_spread.indd%3A.71683%3A1561

Help us keep your information current.
Contact Tammy at the church office or
email ttoews@sevenoaks.org
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