
Being Church in the Time of COVID-19 – Online Discussion on Finances 

• Welcome 

• Remember to mute 

• Use the chat function to ask questions – we will be sharing them and 

answering as many as possible 

• We will capture these and share responses. 

• If you add your email in the chat you can be added to a group email with 

follow-up information from this call. 

Today’s conversation is about Finances – something that has always been on our 

minds as church leaders – and especially so in the time and uncharted territory of 

COVID-19. 

There are a couple of foundational truths I want to name as we begin. 

1 – this discussion is not meant to be seen as the place that has all of the magic 

answers 

2 – this discussion IS meant to be a safe and brave space where we can bring the 

truth of our situation, our fears – as well as our faith in WHOSE WE ARE and WHO 

WE ARE as people of God and all of the promises that go with this identity! 

3 – we also acknowledge that we are in an unknown time as church; there is no 

playbook here; and this brings with it some of the best and some of our not so 

best behavior as people. 

The phenomenon I will point to in our country right now exemplifying this is 

TOILET PAPER.  The run on TP is symptomatic of the scarcity mentality that we  

are battling – and each are susceptible to. 

AT THE SAME TIME – I also want to point to the brave acts of generosity going on 

all around us.  Today I saw on GMA a story of a restaurant owner that is using his 

resources and time to prepare food for children that are now missing their free 

meals due to schools closing.  I have seen people offering to read stories online to 

children while their parents work from home.  I read a story of a business in NY 

donating money to provide food for local foodbanks for the duration of the crisis. 

THESE generous acts are signs of the Spirit at work  - and of God’s Kingdom 

breaking through COVID-19.  Let us listen to our speakers today through this lens.  



Think about how we can move through our feelings of fear and anxiety to a point 

of standing firmly on the truth of our abundant and God that promises to provide 

all we need to do what we are called to do in this time and place. 

With this, I offer a reading from 2Corinithians as a way to center our hearts and 

minds: 

 And God is able to bless you abundantly, so that in all things at 

all times, having all that you need, you will abound in every good 

work. 9 As it is written: 

“They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor; 
    their righteousness endures forever.”[a] 
10 Now God who supplies seed to the sower and bread for food will 

also supply and increase your store of seed and will enlarge the 

harvest of your righteousness. 11 You will be enriched in every 

way so that you can be generous on every occasion, and through 

us your generosity will result in thanksgiving to God. 

2Corinthians 9: 8-11 

 

Today we welcome 2 guest speakers: 

Steven Oelschlager 

 

ELCA’s Coordinator, Stewardship Programming 

For the ELCA and Keith Mundy – ELCA’s Program Director for Stewardship 

We will start with Steve. 

Presentations. 

Breakout rooms. 

Back to plenary. 

Wrap-up with Pastor Larry Clark. 

https://www.biblegateway.com/passage/?search=2+Corinthians+9&version=NIV#fen-NIV-28966a

