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Kerrisdale Presbyterian Church  
“Signs of God’s Kingdom” 
Scripture: Matthew 5:1-12; Revelation 21:1-6a; Psalm 103:1-5, 15-18, 22 
Hymns: Ye watchers and ye holy ones 607; God, we give you heartfelt praise (insert); 
Nothing can trouble 617; 
All praise to you for honored souls (insert: lead by the choir vs 1/2); For all the saints 
611 
November 1, 2015 All Saints’ Day 
Rev. Steve Filyk 
 
Today we are celebrating All Saints’ Day. 
 And in honor of this celebration we have erected a banner. 
   
“Banners were used in the Middle Ages 

to signify under whose dominion the people marched.  
They were big and bright and bold  

so you could look toward them and fight on. 
 
[And] Then they were planted at the end of battle  

…a sign of triumphal conquest.”i 
 
Of course the Christian mission  

is different than most military missions. 
  And our triumph is unique as well. 
 
Our mission depends not so much on force as on persuasion 
 And our victory is connected to our vulnerability. 
  God at work in our weakness. 
 
That’s a the heart of our story, 

The Gospel story. 
  
And as if to represent that story 
 Today’s banner is unique, unusual. 
  Our banner isn’t solid but is made up of ribbons. 
 
It’s like we’ve run this banner 

through the paper shredder. 
  
 

Of course the Christian life itself is a little torn, a little ragged. 
 Just consider the beatitudes that we read this morning. 
  Jesus describes his disciples. 
   Jesus takes a snapshot of his friends  

and lets them ponder it. 
 
Well how does he describe them? 
 
They are the ‘poor in spirit’ and the ‘meek’. 
 Those who are not asserting themselves, 
  But giving way to others 
   All the while trusting God to tend to their needs. 
 
They are those who ‘mourn’. 
 Not just the loss of loved ones 
  But the brokenness of the world around them: 
   Spouses that can’t stop fighting; 
    Neighbors that refuse to talk. 
    
They are those who are ‘hungry for righteousness’. 
 Who long for ethical practices in business, 
  The church and the government. 
   People who are concerned about our environment. 
   
They are those who are ‘merciful’ 
 People with soft hearts, big hearts; 
  Those who have been burned and yet 

Are ready to offer a second chance. 
Jesus describes his followers 
 As the kind of people that get walked over 
  And taken advantage of:  
   The poor in spirit, the meek, and the merciful. 
 
Jesus describes his followers 
 As those swimming against the tide: 
  People who mourn disorder, 
   And pursue reconciliation; 
    People do what is right despite the cost. 
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Jesus describes his ragged group of disciples.  
 Jesus took a selfie with them,  

and let them ponder the image. 
 
It’s a picture that has defined his church  
 Throughout the ages. 
 
Consider the life of John Calvin 
 The pastor and scholar that was foundational 
  To the emergence of our denomination. 
 
“[In the summer of 1536,] 

 with his brother and sister and two friends,  
John Calvin fled Catholic France  

and headed to the free city of Strasbourg… 
 
Calvin had recently converted to the "evangelical" faith  

and had just published The Institutes of the Christian Religion,  
which articulated his Protestant views.  

 
[He had just published a book 

And yet he wasn’t so much a celebrated author.] 
He was a wanted man. 

 
The party put up at an inn in Geneva,  

and word quickly passed to local church leader William Farel  
that the author of The Institutes was in town. 

 
Farel was ecstatic.  

He was desperate for help  
as he strove to organize a newly formed  

Protestant church in town.  
 
He rushed to the inn and pleaded with Calvin,  

arguing it was God's will he remain in the city. 
 
Calvin settled in Geneva at Farel's bidding.  

But after a mere 18 months,  
he and Farel were banished from the city  

for disagreeing with the city council..."ii   

[Calvin’s] afflictions were intensified 
by opposition he sometimes faced.  

People tried to drown his voice 
by loud coughing while he preached;  

 
others fired guns outside the church.  

Men set their dogs on him.iii  
 

Jesus described his disciples 
 As having a ‘pure heart’ 
  And being ‘persecuted for righteousness sake’. 
 
When it came to the beatitudes even Calvin 
 Wasn’t granted an exemption. 
  From the greatest to the least 
   we are all part of a that ragged band. 
 
PAUSE… 
 
Of course Jesus did say that these same disciples were blessed. 
 Blessed. 
 
Jesus said that in showcasing character 
 That is often demeaned 
  In chasing goals that are often derided 
   We are nevertheless blessed. 
 
The term “blessed”  

echoes the Jewish understanding of blessedness 
as God’s provision for fullness of life, 

including knowledge of God,  
rightness of relationships,  

[even] material security…iv  
 
But when such security is not evident 
 A blessing is still present in the recognition 
  That “the realm of God [is] working  
   Through [our] circumstances…”v 
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All to say that God’s life flows through us 
 And into the world  

as we live out our Christ-like character 
   And pursue the work of God’s kingdom. 
 
Blessings are felt around us as 
 We exhibit that Christ-like character. 
  As we chase God’s kingdom goals 
   The world realigns towards God’s good plans. 
 
Calvin may have been persecuted, afflicted 
 But by God’s grace he left us a good heritage: 
 
We have his magnu opus, The Institutes, 
 Which present an organised statement of reformed theology, 
  We have his voluminous commentaries on the Bible, 
   We have his system of church government…vi 
 
Of course we could the same things 
 About many the other ‘saints’ 
  That have lived and moved among us. 
 
Yes there were challenges. 
 But also many blessings!!! 
 
This past week Pauline W. 
 Went on to be with God. 
 
In the last couple years she was less and less able 
 To come out to worship 

and so from time to time I brought church to her. 
 

Whenever I visited her I could be sure of at least one question: 
 “How are things at the church, Steve?” 
  “Are there any new people, there?” 
 
As we talked about life and faith 
 It was clear to me that she mourned the decline of the church 
  In our era. 
 

 
Faith for her was important. 
 The church, especially the choir, 

had been an incredible part of her life. 
 
[Now I know that some of you might be surprised 
 To hear the latter. 
  She didn’t always sing in tune. 
   She didn’t always sing the correct verses! 
 
In life we lose many things 
 And she lost most of her hearing along the way.] 
 
But while she mourned the fact that society has changed 
 And the fact that the church hasn’t always known 
  How to share its treasures, 

she was never despondent. 
 
The last time I visited her at Gilmore Gardens, 
 she gave me some hand-made bookmarks. 
  She urged me to sell them and use that money 
   For the benefit of the church. 
 
 
Her little efforts in fundraising 
 Will be on display in the lounge today! 
 
Yes she mourned the changes 
 In the church and in society. 
  But she still has faith in the future. 
   At the age of 92 she did what she could.  
 
On all Saint’s Day 
 We have erected a banner. 
  It represents and honors the communion of saints. 
 
Some of the ribbons are wide 
 And some of them are a bit narrower. 
  Some colors are light while others are bold. 
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While “this banner may be tattered,  

[all the same it is] beautiful,  
  [a kaleidoscope of many colors] 

open to the winds of the Spirit blowing free...”vii 
 
Sure the Christian life is difficult. 
 And disciples of Jesus are a ragged little bunch. 
  But the Christian life is filled with unexpected blessing 
   And the life of Christ within us 
    Is producing much good. 
 
“We may be persecuted, but we’re victorious nonetheless.  

We may be poor [in spirit], but we’re rich in blessing.  

i Teresa Stricklen “Service for the Lord’s Day: All Saints Sunday”  
ii “John Calvin: Father of the Reformed faith” August 8, 2008 
http://www.christianitytoday.com/ch/131christians/theologians/calvin.html?start=
1 
iii Ibid 
iv Ronald J. Allen “Matthew 5:1-12; Fourth Sunday after the Ephipany, Year A” 27 

The Lectionary Commentary: the Gospels 

We may be shattered by grief, but we go on.”viii 
 
We go on because God is with us 
 Working in us and through us. 
  We go on because God is at work in the saints 
   Both past and present 
    Forming and reforming their lives 
     So they become for us signs of God’s 
kingdom. 
 
A kingdom that is present. 
 And that is coming in its fullness. 
  Thanks be to God for the those signs 
   Those saints God has placed among us. Amen. 

v Ibid 
vi See James Keifer “John Calvin, Theologian” 
http://justus.anglican.org/resources/bio/168.htm 
vii Teresa Stricklen “Service for the Lord’s Day: All Saints Sunday” 
viii Teresa Stricklen “Service for the Lord’s Day: All Saints Sunday” 

                                                           


