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ASK ANYTHING 
“Christianity and Culture” 

Scripture: Acts 17:16-17; 22-32 
Delivered during the COVID-19 crisis via Livestream at Central Baptist Church on 

October 4, 2020,  
by Pastor Steven Edelman 

 

(SLIDE 1) Good morning everyone. Thank you for joining us today. We are so 

glad you are with us. My name is Steve, and I am one of the pastors here at Central.  

Today, we are on Part 3 of the series “Ask Anything?” Christianity and 

Culture. Here is a summary of the questions that you submitted: (SLIDE 2) We live in 

times of global issues on every front (social justice, economic disparity, racism, 

environmental, personal identity, politics of every kind, etc.). (SLIDE 3) Are prayer 

and sharing the gospel our only mandate or should we take other actions such as 

peaceful protests, writing MLAs, and opposing anti-biblical legislation?  

(SLIDE 4) How can we live by the word of God in this world that expects us to be 

“politically correct”? Today, I want to try to answer these questions. But I also want to 

do it on the backdrop of last week in which we need the Holy Spirit if we are going to 

see a positive change in our culture.  

(Show TITLE SLIDE 5) 

How are you responding right now? This past Tuesday, I got home from work 

and sat down at the supper table to eat supper. The presidential debate was going on in 

the background. Halle says, “Dad is sounds like two old men are fighting!” I said, 

“They are fighting!” Maya, “I hate politics!”  

In Walter Percey’s novel The Moviegoer, the protagonist Binx Bolling reflects In 

fact, this hatred strikes me as one of the few signs of life remaining in the world. 

This is another thing about the world, which is upside-down: all the friendly and 

likable people seem dead to me; only the haters seem alive.” Only the haters 

seem alive. I believe that sums up what is happening in our culture right now.  

We see this all over the news and Social Media. Cancel culture. Politics. Fact-

checking. Fact-checking the fact-checkers. Political agendas. Political correctness. 

Racism. Justice. What do we even mean by justice? Add a pandemic, fires, riots, and 

the Netflix’s “Tiger King and Cuties”, we got 2020!  
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Hey, did you know that a new Emoji was introduced to summarize 2020? Here it 

is. (SLIDE 6) How are you responding right now? These are challenging times. The 

world is reaching a boiling point.  

How should Christians act? How do you respond knowing your kids are going to 

be facing things OR ARE ALREADY FACING, things you have not faced? Do you 

respond with protest, silence, hate, disgust and judgment? How should a follower of 

Christ engage in these times? To be honest, to do this subject justice, it should have 

been an entire sermon series. I will break up the answer into three questions. 

QUESTION #1: HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND THESE TIMES? 

QUESTION #2: HOW SHOULD A CHRISTIAN RESPOND? 

QUESTION #3: IS SHARING THE GOSPEL OUR ONLY MANDATE? 

First,  

QUESTION #1: HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND THESE TIMES? (SLIDE 7) 

What is Culture? 

 (SLIDE 8) Newbigin defines culture as “the sum total of ways of living developed 

by a group of human beings and handed on from generation to generation.”1  

Our culture includes language, the arts, technology, laws, social interactions, 

politics, and beliefs. These expressions give significance and a collective understanding 

of all people groups.  

Theologically speaking, creation is what God makes, while culture is what we 

humans make. It’s a way of life that is connected to both being created as an image 

bearer and as fallen sinners. The doctrine of culture is ultimately the doctrine of 

humanity which, in the words of Francis Schaeffer, (SLIDE 9) is a “glorious ruin: part 

glory, part ruin”. 

Again, HOW DO WE UNDERSTAND THESE TIMES? 

In order to communicate the gospel, we need to be students of our current 

culture. We need to understand cultural trends and why people do what they do.  

                                                      
1. Lesslie Newbigin, Foolishness To The Greeks: The Gospel and Western Culture (Grand Rapids, Mich: 

Eerdmans, 1988), 3. 
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(SLIDE 10A) Look with me at Acts 17:16, which says, “16 Now while Paul was 

waiting for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him as he saw that the city 

was full of idols.” 

He was waiting in Athens with all of its magnificent art and architecture. Art is really 

an expression of what the culture believes and thinks. The ‘Greek word for ‘provoked’ 

means Paul became “greatly distressed” from the pagan artforms. Why? The art, 

portraying all the images of the various gods and goddesses which represent that fact 

that culture is missing God himself.  

(SLIDE 10B) Look with me at Acts 17:16 which says, “17 So he reasoned in the 

synagogue with the Jews and the devout persons, and in the marketplace every 

day with those who happened to be there. 18 Some of the Epicurean and Stoic 

philosophers also conversed with him.”  Paul would have recognized that the 

Epicureans didn’t believe in life after death and the gods were detached from humanity. 

Agnostic. The Stoics thought they could connect with many gods through their own 

intellect they can discover the ultimate truth. Pluralistic and humanistic. What does Paul 

do? He started having conversations with those who happened to be there. He 

didn’t cancel them. He didn’t run and hide. He engaged them. Then Paul moves to 

the governing courts. It would be like going to parliament buildings. 

(SLIDE 11) Look with me at Acts 17:22-23, which says, “22 So Paul, standing in 

the midst of the Areopagus, said: “Men of Athens, I perceive that in every way you 

are very religious. 23 For as I passed along and observed the objects of your worship, I 

found also an altar with this inscription: ‘To the unknown god.’ What therefore you worship 

as unknown, this I proclaim to you.”  

The Court of the Areopagus was a long-established body with extensive authority 

over the civil and religious life of Athens. It’s kind of like Paul walking through Times 

Square in New York City and referencing the largest billboard. Hey, I noticed that God of 

yours doesn’t have a name. I know a God who has a name! 

First, he enters into their world and starts asking and answering questions to 

stimulate critical thinking. Why? He is drawing out ideas and underlying 

presuppositions. Second, he is acknowledging that there are different worldviews, but 
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rather than jumping straight to criticizing a worldview from the point of my worldview, 

which of course gets us nowhere he is building a bridge.  

How does he do this? He makes an effort. He takes some time to listen and see 

things from their vantage point. He is saying we need to enter into their framework. Paul 

is saying we need to try and think like them. Before speaking, we need some 

understanding. Try to be sympathetic and imagine what it’s like to be a person inside 

their worldview. This means you’re not laughing. You’re not mocking.  

You’re not yelling. You’re not name calling. You’re not saying, “How stupid.” 

You’re coming into their world with something better. The gospel.  

Paul then says, let me tell you about this unknown God. Tim Keller says, “He 

challenges them to have a God-sized God. He says, “You do not have a big 

enough God for your moral intuitions” and problems. 

Paul is deconstructing their culture and showing them that they need a 

God-sized God.  

ILLUSTRATION: 

(Show TITLE SLIDE 12) So, if you were to be a student of our current culture, what 

are some of the dominant themes? You would probably say: justice, racism, sexual 

abuse, political correctness, individualism, and cancel culture. 

Let just zoom in on one of the major themes in our culture has been the Me-Too 

movement. The Me-Too movement urged women from around the world to share their 

experience of sexual assault or harassment. The stories are heart breaking. As a 

Christian, how do we understand this movement in our culture?  

As a Christian, it’s part of being a Jesus follower to stand against sexual 

assault and harassment. We agree with the culture that it’s wrong.  

Right now, another facet of this movement is the sexualization of children being 

promoted in social media. Here is the thing, this last month, as many of you know 

there is a lot of controversy over the recent movie Cuties. According to its original 

synopsis, Netflix said, “Amy, 11, became fascinated with a twerking dance crew. 

Hoping to join them, she starts to explore her femininity, defying her family’s 

traditions.” Someone else said, “Every adult involved in the production, marketing, and 

distribution of this film should be registered as a sex offender.”  
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The director and writer of cuties says, “I wanted to make a film in the hope of 

starting a conversation about the sexualization of children. The movie has 

certainly started a debate, though not the one that they intended.  

The stories that the girls I spoke to share with me were remarkably similar. They 

saw that the sexier a woman is on Instagram or TikTok, the more likes she gets. They 

tried to imitate that sexuality in the belief that it would make them more popular.”2 If we 

were to  

deconstruct this, we agree that we live in an overly saturated sexual culture and 

that it’s hurting young girls. Here is where we disagree. 

(SLIDE 13) A lawyer named Rachael Denhollander, a former sexual assault 

victim says it well. She says, the problem with cuties is, “One can’t protest sexualizing 

children by . . . sexualizing them.” Do you see the contradiction here? Our culture 

seems conflicted over what is right and wrong, some are applauding this film, and 

others are appalled.  

That brings up the question. Who is the standard? What is the standard? Why 

does it keep changing? Our culture is full of contradictions and problems that we can 

speak into. The answer. Our culture needs to be shown a God-sized God.  

APPLICATION:  

(SHOW TITLE SLIDE 14)  

This is how we can start to understand what it means to be a Christian in these 

difficult times. This is also what Jesus meant when he said we need to be in the world 

and not of the world. We understand by reading what Victorians read. This is why we 

need to bring up spiritual subjects with busy and distracted people in our life. This is 

why we need to use cultural art, movies, and music to talk about Biblical ideas. No, I am 

not saying you should watch all the garbage out there. However, we need to keep 

the doors of communication open even when people are hostile towards the gospel. 

This is why we need Christian doctors, lawyers, teachers, carpenters, computer 

                                                      
2 https://www.washingtonpost.com/opinions/cuties-director-maimouna-doucoure-why-i-made-the-
film/2020/09/15/7e0ee406-f78b-11ea-a275-
1a2c2d36e1f1_story.html?utm_campaign=wp_main&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwAR2B
l8FSxtOaVhFRsz-S-vJYViEH-iA-M_-aUUW8fIkP6qwVQ7pbPJslPvk 
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programmers, and professionals of all kinds using their gifts to uniquely communicate 

the gospel. In each calling we need to understand the context so we can bring the 

gospel to our broken culture.  

As you can see, we need to be able students of culture to communicate the 

gospel in a way the world can understand it. 

Secondly, how can we respond to all the current problems and divisions in our 

society?  

(SLIDE 15) QUESTION #2: HOW SHOULD A CHRISTIAN RESPOND? 

How do we respond to the lack of social justice, economic issues, racism, 

environmental challenges, and the division in politics? Each of these could be a sermon 

in itself.  

The overall answer is that the gospel needs to be injected into each of these 

issues. You can’t be living out the gospel and not be concerned about these things.  

Our response needs to be layered with prayer, wisdom, truth, grace, and all 

of the Fruit of the Spirit as we are led by the Spirit.  

However, for the sake of time I want to focus on the most important response. 

(SLIDE 16) Look with me at Acts 17:32, which says, “Now when they heard of 

the resurrection of the dead, some mocked.” 

Their response to him was brutal. They “mocked” him (Acts 17:32) and called 

him a “babbler” (v. 18), and only one member of that revered body converted (v. 34). 

The elites laughed at him, wondering how Paul expected anyone to believe such 

rubbish. How do we respond? 

We need to respond with love in a world full of hate. 

(SLIDE 17) Look with me at 1 John 4:7, which says, “Beloved, let us love one 

another, for love is from God, and whoever loves has been born of God and knows 

God.” 

(SLIDE 18) 1 Corinthians 13:1-7, says, “If I speak in the tongues of men and of 

angels, but have not love, I am a noisy gong or a clanging cymbal. 2 And if I have 

prophetic powers, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and if I have all faith, 

so as to remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing. 3 If I give away all I have, 

http://biblia.com/bible/esv/Acts%2017.32
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and if I deliver up my body to be burned, but have not love, I gain nothing.4 Love is 

patient, love is kind. It does not envy, it does not boast, it is not proud. 5 It does not 

dishonor others, it is not self-seeking, it is not easily angered, it keeps no record of 

wrongs. 6 Love does not delight in evil but rejoices with the truth. 7 It always protects, 

always trusts, always hopes, always perseveres…. 13 So now faith, hope, and love 

abide, these three; but the greatest of these is love.” 

Yes, we need to be wise and speak truth but with love. I can’t emphasis this 

enough. Yes, we are called to give a thoughtful answer for what we believe. We are 

neither to simply preach at people, nor hide our faith, keeping it private and safe from 

contradiction. Rather, we are, as believers, to both listen and challenge dominant 

cultural ideas, respectfully yet intentionally, in love. Too often we just do what everyone 

else is doing because it’s convenient or popular.  

But, no one wants to listen to someone who delivers a message without 

love. Why? If you don’t communicate to others that you care, then your message 

doesn’t match the gospel message. This also means that we need to give people 

grace when they don’t understand. Why? When you are not loving you become a 

barrier to someone understanding the good news. The actions don’t match the 

message. 

ILLUSTRATION: 

(SHOW TITLE SLIDE 19) John Stackhouse is an apologist (someone who defends the 

faith) for a living. I remember him telling a story of when he was debating an atheist. 

The debate went back and forth. John was doing really well with of his educated 

intellectual answers and he was clearly winning. He felt really good about himself as he 

defended the truth. 

At the end of the debate, the opponent said, “I don’t care if you are right, you are 

an arrogant blanked and blank (insert swear word). In that moment he knew the gospel 

was lost. 

(SLIDE 20) John Stackhouse says, “Fundamentally, then, apologetics is 

about winning the friend, not the argument.” Our message and life should look like 

God’s love at work. Is your response marked with love? 
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How do you respond when you are being made fun of? On the playground it 

turns into one kid hitting another kid. In the grown-up world it hasn’t changed that much. 

The insult is just put on social media for the world to see.  This tests you.  

Our response needs to be love. No matter what. If we seek God’s face and let 

him transform us, we produce and respond in Love.  

 Which brings me to another one of your questions: 

(SLIDE 21) QUESTION: Should Christian’s get involved politically? Should 

we peacefully protest? Should we write our MLAs and opposing anti-biblical 

legislation? Is this loving? 

ANSWER: Yes, and no. Mostly yes. We do need to influence culture rather than 

culture subtly telling us how to think and act. But start with this, what is the Spirit of God 

leading you to do? Where is the gospel in all of this? Do you value being right more than 

valuing their need for the Gospel? Are you working towards reconciliation with a culture 

that needs Jesus? How are you fulfilling the Great Commission? Or are you just adding 

to the hate?  

Biblical examples for yes: 
Jesus was not afraid to stand up for what is right and at times was public about it. 

Christians will often reference the story of Jesus flipping tables in the Temple. 

Protesting is something a Christian could do. However, Jesus also teaches Christians 

not to attack their enemies but to pray for them, and not to take an eye for an eye but to 

turn the other cheek.  

(SLIDE 22) What forms your view of Christian protest? As believers, scripture 

should shape every area of our lives. Some live in a bit of a contradiction here.  

Here are some good texts to start with: 

James 1:19 says, “Know this, my beloved brothers: let every person be quick to hear, 
slow to speak, slow to anger”. 

Romans 12:17 says, “Repay no one evil for evil, but give thought to do what is 
honorable in the sight of all. 

1 Peter 2:7 says, “Honor everyone. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the 
emperor.”  
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In other words, Christians have no place in protests that turns into looting, riots or 

violence. Christians do not belong in protests that block roads and keep ambulances, 

police vehicles and fire trucks from reaching the victims whose lives depend on a timely 

response. When Christians protest, it should be peacefully and legally.  

Historical Examples: 

 Martin Luther protested the abuses in the Catholic Church with his 95 Theses. 

When he was given a papal bull from Pope Leo X calling him to recant, Luther 

burned it in protest. He was called a heretic and worse, yet he stood on his 

convictions.  

 The church was some of the first people to stand up again Nazi Germany. 

 William Wilberforce didn’t rally but became involved politically and as a result 

ended slavery. He changed things from the inside out. 

(SLIDE 23) Criswell says, “Is the heart that drove Jesus to die for your personal sin 

and shame reflected in the emotion you show, words you say, and the values that 

mold your approach to public discourse and protest?” 

 As you can see, we need to respond to our culture with love, and at times 

that may mean protesting. 

Lastly, is sharing the gospel and prayer our only mandate?  

(SLIDE 24) QUESTION #3: IS SHARING THE GOSPEL AND PRAYER OUR ONLY 

MANDATE? 

 What do you mean by just sharing the gospel? Are we saying, “can we just 

tell people about Jesus, pray for them, and walk away?”  

(SLIDE 25) Look with me at Acts 17:32, which says, “32 Now when they heard of 

the resurrection of the dead, some mocked. But others said, “We will hear you again 

about this.” 33 So Paul went out from their midst. 34 But some men joined him and 

believed…” 

Paul didn’t just preach, pray for people and abandon them. The text said that 

they joined him and believed. In other words, they became part of the mission of the 

church. He was fulfilling the Great Commission by reproducing disciples and bringing 

them into the community of reconciliation, and the body of Christ. 
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(SLIDE 26) Ephesians 2:16 says, that when we become one with Christ He will 

“16  …reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the 

hostility.3 

The key aspect of spreading this gospel is the ministry of reconciliation. 

There are two important parts of this ministry. 

One part is having people reconciled to God. The vertical dimension. The second 

part is being reconciled to each other. The horizonal dimension. Having the Spirit of 

God flow through us. 

This is the mission of the church. This can only be done through the love of 

Christ. This ministry involves having people being reconciled to God and to each other. 

If the church truly lives out the work of Christ, it will bring about the ministry of 

reconciliation. God wants to use the body of believers to bring renewal into the many 

layers of brokenness found in individuals, groups, nations, and the world. The church 

can often become overwhelmed with the needs and do nothing. Can you start by asking 

God what one thing is you can do?  

(SLIDE 27) Van Gelder says, “The church is not just a social gathering. God 

is present. The Spirit is at work strengthening, convicting, healing, shaping, and 

encouraging persons as they relate in community. God’s power is made evident 

as the community demonstrates a new type of humanity on earth. Spirit-

empowered fellowship has a big impact on those who come into contact with 

Christian community.”4 

(SHOW TITLE SLIDE 28) We all know that something is wrong with the world. 

You can hear the cry’s for justice. We all want the wrongs made right. The Bible says 

that God will deliver true justice for all. Yes, the wrongs will be made right. The problem 

is that every culture and race have something inherently wrong with it. Every culture 

made up of fallen people. The truth is that we have all caused injustice when we have 

sinned against another.  

                                                      
3 The Holy Bible: English Standard Version. (2016). (Eph 2:16). Wheaton, IL: Crossway Bibles. 
4 Craig Van Gelder and Richard Mouw, The Essence of the Church: A Community Created by the Spirit, Reprint 
edition (Baker Books, 2000), 2321. 

https://ref.ly/logosres/esv?ref=BibleESV.Eph2.16&off=0&ctx=o%2c+so+making+peace%2c+~16%C2%A0and+might+w%EF%BB%BFrecon
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Let’s talk about cancel culture, which is popular right now. Someone said, “When 

something is canceled, it is nulled, ended, voided. Done, over, no longer wanted, like a 

TV show or subscription. This sense of cancel is the basic idea behind the slang 

meaning of canceling a person. When a person is canceled, they are no longer 

supported publicly.”  

The problem with cancel culture is that there is no redemption. We are too quick 

to cancel or run away from difficult situations when we are called to be people who bring 

reconciliation. Reconciliation means that you are in right relationship with others.  

STORY: When I was doing youth ministry at my old church, we encouraged teenagers to 

bring friends. This one particular event, a muscular but rough guy with a red bandana 

showed up. He was giving off the red flags as he stayed in the back of the church. At the 

end of the night, it was reported that he had a machete, and some weed in his backpack. 

Guess who had to address the issue. This teenager was much bigger than me. I called 

him into the office, and I will be honest, I was nervous. I felt God say that it’s going to be 

okay. The conversation went something like this. Hey, I am Steve, and who are you? He 

said, “my name is Jay, and you can call me Juicy J.” I said, “can you tell me a little about 

yourself?” He told me that he was only fifteen years old that he was part of a gang. 

However, he was running from his life. He then showed me the scars on his arm and 

chest from some of the past knife fights. I was holding back the tears.  

At the end of the conversation, I said, I heard you have something in your backpack that 

you can’t have at Youth Group. He handed it over, and we locked in the office.  

Fast forward a year, we invited him to camp. One night he is telling me about his gang 

culture. His red bandana represented his gang colors which is why he wore it. One night, 

he decided to give his life to Christ. The speaker asked everyone who gave their life to 

Christ to throw a rock to show that the old life is gone and new life. When we went to do 

that, Juicy J said, “you don’t understand. This red bandana is my identity. These colors 

represent the old gang life that is killing me. I am done with that!” The gospel connected 

with his culture and him in a powerful way. This is what we need! 

CONCLUSION: 
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This is what it means to be reconciled with God. It’s also called “justification.” In 

other words, Jesus through giving his life makes things just or right. The scriptural 

term invokes justice; God declares us just in Christ. And if God declares us just in 

Christ, we are just indeed. We will become people who do justice by being in right 

relationship with God and then to others. This is what we are called to do. This is what 

the Spirit of God does when you embrace Jesus with your entire life. You forgive and 

love others. You invite them into a healing and growing community.  

The gospel call to repent from sin and follow Jesus with our whole lives. We can 

easily see the injustice caused by others. Can you see the injustice in your own heart? If 

so, turn to God by confessing your sin and repenting. Imagine a church full of people 

who are continuously reconciling with God and others. What would that be like? What if 

it was part of your daily and weekly rhythm? Imagine that group of people that are so in 

love with Jesus that they can help but bring this ministry of reconciliation to the broken 

people in their life. A broken culture.  

How are you responding right now? 

(SLIDE 28) 

Questions for reflection: 

1. Are you in right relationship with God? 

2. Are you in right relationship with others? 

3. Who in your life do you need to share the gospel with? 

 

 

Let me pray for you. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

(SHOW LORD’S SUPPER SLIDE 29) 

COMMUNION: 
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Bread: The bread represents Christ’s His body for us. He gives Himself to us, so that 

we can find forgiveness and healing in Him. The fellowship of the Lord’s Supper is a 

fellowship of giving and taking. We only participate in the table if we realize his love 

demonstrated and love Jesus back. In other words, God gives his love by allowing his 

body to be given for us so that we can receive and celebrate what Christ has done. 

Pray for the bread.  

Luke 22:19 says,19 And he took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to 

them, saying, “This is my body given for you; do this in remembrance of me.” 

------------------------------------------ 

Cup: This cup represents the blood that was also given for this love to be 

possible. Why, because blood was required for forgiveness. In the Scripture, 

receiving forgiveness is more than the offending party saying “I’m sorry” to the 

one offended. Restitution is required. Jesus was the only who could provide 

restitution. Jesus paid it all. 

Pray for the cup. 

Luke 22:20 says, 20 In the same way, after the supper he took the cup, 

saying, “This cup is the new covenant in my blood, which is poured out for you.  

 

BENEDICTION:  

Ephesians 3:17-21 says, 17 so that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith—that you, 

being rooted and grounded in love, 18 may have strength to comprehend with all the saints 

what is the breadth and length and height and depth, 19 and to know the love of Christ that 

surpasses knowledge, that you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  

 


