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You are…Wanted…Included…Affirmed 

Sunday, September 6, 2020, 10:00am 
Theme: Season of Creation: Forest Sunday 
 indicates stand as you are able                     MV = More Voices 
Bold indicates participation by the people         VU = Voices United 

 
 

Core Values: Living Faith - Inclusive Fellowship - Joyful Service - 

Anti-Racist 

 

WE GATHER 

PRELUDE 
When read together on Forest Sunday, these texts speak through 
the trees, saying, “find God through the earth.” Each text, in its 
own way, asks that we find God’s majesty, mystery, and voice, in 
the places of mystery on Earth, especially in the areas where 
trees live and house creatures. As summer starts its transition to 
fall and we have some time to reflect on the majesty and awe-
someness of the forests around us, it’s a special time to reflect 
on how important they really are. What experience of the 
forest/trees did you have this summer? What is a memory that 
stands out for you? Have you ever felt closer to God in the trees? 
 
WELCOME & TERRITORIAL ACKNOWLEDGEMENT 
Welcome to this service of worship. We begin by acknowledging 
the traditional territory upon which we gather this morning. For 
many thousands of years, the Lheidli T’enneh have sought to 
walk gently on this land. We seek a renewed relationship with 
both the Indigenous and Metis Peoples, one based in honour, 
deep respect, and Right Relations. 
 
LIFE & MINISTRY 
 
GATHERING SONG:           God of the Bible      MV#28 
 
CHRIST CANDLE & SHARING THE PEACE OF CHRIST  
 
CALL TO WORSHIP  

One: On Forest Sunday, we stand in the company of giants – the 
trees who have lived longer than we have, housing a myriad of 
creatures, and given us our holy breath. Let us breathe, and pray, 
and sing today, and worship by grounding ourselves alongside 
the silent witness of the ages recorded in bark, ring, leaf, and 
cone. 
All: The trees remind us of the awe-some-ness of God and 
the wonder of creation. Grounding us in the source of all our 
being. 
 
GATHERING PRAYER (Leader)  
 
ASSURANCE OF GOD’S GRACE  
One: From the moment we are born, we feel the grace of God 
coming off the wind, and whispering from the forests. In the 
leaves and branches we see how creatures can be held and 
supported in their diversity. We are always whole, and always 
part of creation’s wholeness, no matter what we do. May we 
remember our sacred oneness. 
All:   In our oneness we live and move and have our being. 
Each of us is wanted, included, and affirm as a full member 
of God’s creation. Loved and known as a reflection of God. 
 
HYMN   
 

Breaking Open the Word with Scripture 

SCRIPTURE: ACTS 17:22-28  
(Lectionary@Home: Genesis 2:4b-22; Psalm 139:13-16; John 3:1-16) 

Reader: This is part of our Christian story. 
Many: Thanks be to God. 
 
ANTHEM:   
 
SERMON                  Trees of Mystery 
 

WE RESPOND 

HYMN  
 
PASTORAL PRAYERS & The Prayer of Jesus    VU#959 
 
INVITATION TO RESPOND WITH OUR GIFTS 



GATHERING OUR GIFTS  

OFFERTORY PRAYER (Unison) 
We are the people who grew from the forests. We see your 
mysterious teaching presence everywhere in the jungles and 
woods; groves and orchards. We are overwhelmed with 
gratitude. May our gift to you today remind us to look to the 
trees to find your wisdom every day.  

WE SERVE 

SACRAMENT OF COMMUNION 

One: Friends, from many pasts and pathways we are gathered to 
this one experience spread across fast forests, mountains, rivers, 
and oceans; this sacred space that provides homecoming and 
healing for all who yearn for the mystery of love to deepen and 
ripen in their soul. And so we come, not in a show of strength, nor 
presumption of privilege. Rather to remember and be 
remembered; to be held and made whole by the grace of Christ, 
the mystery of God and the encouragement of the Spirit.  

All: Giver and Redeemer of life, we offer our gratitude; we lay 
down our defences for a love that creates then calls us forth 
– often from places of imprisonment and desolation. For you 
are our liberation and hope, you are our mercy and courage 
for the journey.  

Two: And so, ours is the song of countless generations who have 
also been captivated by your beauty and set free in your healing 
presence:  
All: Holy, holy, holy is God,  

heaven and earth resound to God’s glory.  
Hosanna in the highest  
and blest is the One who comes in God’s name.  
Hosanna in the highest!  

One: Before these symbols of everyday life – bread for the 
sharing and juice for gladness of heart – we pause and pray. For 
in and through them, we seek a union of heart, mind, and spirit 
with the One who has said:  

All: This is my body, eat this in remembrance of me  
 

Two: And after the One said,  

All: This is my life-blood, drink this in remembrance of me  

Two: Christ who calls, rescues, and ennobles, fill us with your 
spirit of strength and compassion for all.  

All: Equip and inspire us to be your people in this time and 
place.  

One: And so we ask that you would send your spirit upon these 
symbols of everyday life, that for us they might become reminders 
that we are part of the Body of Christ, one in union through him 
with you and the Holy Spirit.  May they inspire us to build a 
community where all your people are wanted, included, and 
affirmed. 

THE CUP AND BREAD ARE SHARED 

PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION 
We give thanks, that in Christ we can be restored to you and 
to one another. That in Christ divisions can cease and our 
fully humanity realized. That in Christ we are called to more 
than a gathering of individuals. That in Christ we can build a 
community where all can be nourished, all can be 
transformed, all can be reconciled, and all can be made new. 
May what we have done here bind us together to work for 
justice for all. Amen. 
 
COMMISSIONING and BENEDICTION 
 
HYMN              Go Make a Diff’rence              MV#209 
 
POSTLUDE 
 
PARTICIPATING IN WORSHIP LEADERSHIP TODAY: Rev. Dr. 
Bob Fillier; Worship Assistant – Gabriele Slater; Pianists – Angela 
Alba and Vic Steblin; Choir Director – Erica Skowron; Associate 
Choir Director – Diane Kjorven; Adult Choir; Digital Ministry – 
Rebecca Fillier and Dean; Worship Hosts – Karen Hynd and John 
Neumann. 
 


