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Covenant part II 
 
May the words of my mouth and the meditations of all our hearts be 
reflections of your word to us today, in Jesus’ name we pray. Amen 

 

A couple of weeks ago I introduced the idea of 

taking our anticipated congregational vision and 

reframing it as a covenant. I’m going to share a bit 

more on that topic this morning. 

This fall we’ve been hearing the story of Moses 

leading the people through the desert . . . over the 

course of 40 years they shed the identity of slaves 

and take a series of steps to reclaim their identity as 

God’s people. At God’s direction they build the Ark 

of the Covenant, the place where God meets them 

and develops the relationship between them. They 

put the stone tablets with the 10 commandments in 

the ark and carry it with them as they journey 

through the desert. They prepare themselves to be 

the people God is calling them to be in the promised 

land. They prepare themselves externally by 

building the tabernacle, the ark . . . they even make 

vestments for the priests. Internally they do the 

formation that leaves the identity of slave behind 

and takes on the identity and practices of God’s 

people. They work on this for 40 years. Moses 

doesn’t get to enter the promised land; at the end of 

his life, God takes him to Mount Nebo, where he gets 

to see at least the place they have been preparing for 

all these years.  

With Moses’ ministry complete, Joshua is called 

to actually lead the Israelites into the new land and 

helps them settle there. This morning we heard a 

reading from the end of Joshua’s book, where the 

Israelites have long since established their life, and 

Joshua is actually getting on in years. As he nears the 

end of his life, he gathers all the leaders and elders 

together and reminds them of their covenant with 

God, established in the desert, and God’s continued 

leadership and protection that brought them to this 

place. He wants to make sure they will be ok in his 

absence, so he ups the ante with them, saying you 

can’t honour the covenant, it’s too much for you; 

even all these years of preparation and all the years 

of living in this covenant have not been enough to 

ready you for honouring this relationship in the long 

term. But the Israelites reply, yes, we know the 

gravity of our covenant, and we embrace it; we 

recommit ourselves to it. 



While this particular section of Joshua doesn’t 

emphasize the preparation it took to get to where 

they are in life, I emphasized the journey because I 

think it relates to where we are as a congregation . . . 

having been on a long road of preparing for a new 

congregational life, and having lived that life for a 

while. The preparation also relates to our gospel 

text this morning, which actually does make this 

emphasis.  

The parable describes 10 bridesmaids who are 

waiting for the bridegroom to come to the house and 

escort them to the wedding feast. 5 are wise and 

prepare for the bridegroom’s arrival, and 5 are 

foolish and do not. With lamps burning, they all fall 

asleep, waiting, so when the bridegroom does 

eventually come, only those who have prepared 

have enough oil to make the journey in the dark to 

the feast.  

Parables are metaphors with a story line, and 

they often have key moments that invite us to dig a 

bit deeper and wonder . . . I wonder about wisdom’s 

unwillingness to share oil with the foolish. Is it 

selfishness or a teachable moment for helping them 

develop wisdom? I wonder if the oil represents 

something that cannot really be transferred to 

another person, like a skill, belief, or formation? 

What if the wise did a bit more than go to the store 

to buy oil . . . what if they studied and prayed and 

worshipped and served and challenged themselves 

and sought mercy and grace. What if it is the shape 

of their lives in relationship with the holy that lights 

their way in the dark? Jesus offers this metaphor for 

the Kingdom of God . . . teaching us to live in such a 

way that we are able to respond when the moment 

comes that we need to draw on that relationship 

with God in response to a situation. 

I think the underlying point of our visioning 

conversations has been that we do not do this alone. 

Community is so important to us; we rely on each 

other and the shape of our community life to 

support us in our spiritual paths, our relationships 

with Christ. And we join together to serve as Jesus 

calls us.  

By making a covenant, we commit ourselves to 

the shape of our particular Christian community. It 

may seem like we upped the ante by shifting from 

vision to covenant . . . and maybe we did. It is a 

commitment, but we were going to commit to a 

vision anyway . . . I could say we just put it in the 

language of our tradition and oriented the language 



toward God to make it clear. But I think we all know 

it’s deeper than that. It is a commitment to 

ourselves, each other, and to God . . . and God’s 

commitment will be the same . . . to be our God, to 

love and guide us, challenge us, and offer grace and 

mercy when we need it . . . and offering the process 

of reconciliation when we need that 

We’re ready; we had a long road to bring our 

church together, and we’ve been living together for 

a while . . . and it’s going pretty well.  : )  We’re ready 

to commit to a particular shape of life together . . . to 

live into that life in intentional ways, formative 

ways, and to follow God into the future. 


