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Amongst the holdings of the 
Anglican Diocese of Ontario 

Archives (ADOA) we have 
early records for the Anglican 
Parish of Amherst Island. In our 
volumes of newspapers called 
The Church in the 1837 edition 
under ‘Church Statistics’ is the 
following entry: “Divine Service 
is performed in St. John’s Bath 
every Sunday and on the Isle of 
Tante every alternate Sunday 
afternoon when the season 
permits.” Before Amherst 
Island was officially named 
after General Jeffery Amherst, 
Commander and Chief of all the 
British forces in North America, 
it was called the Isle of Tante 
after a Frenchman named 
Henri Tonti. By the early 1790s 
the United Empire Loyalists, 
who fled from the American 
Revolution, began settling on 
Amherst Island. By 1835, 738 
people were living on the Island. 
One of those early families was 
the Wemp family.

Also housed in the archives 
vault is a small book titled The 
Genealogy of the Wemp family 
of Amherst Island compiled in 
1912. The earliest person by 
the name of Wemp to come to 
Amherst Island was Barnabus 
Wemp. He was baptized in 
Schenectady, New York State in 
1738. He was a private in the 
American Revolutionary War in 
the late 1700s and fought on the 
side of the English in the Royal 
Regiment of New York. When 
the English lost the war and the 
United States of America came 
into being, Barnabas Wemp, a 
Loyalist to England, was forced 
to flee to Canada. The following 

quote from the book on the 
genealogy of the Wemp family 
describes Barnabus Wemp’s 
journey to Amherst Island:

“His grandchildren remember 
well the stories related time and 
time again by Barnabus Wemp’s 
wife, how, on leaving New York 
State, they went to Niagara, 
crossed over to what was then 
known as Little York, now the 
City of Toronto. From there they 
went in bateaux, a sort of row 
boat used  then, to Kingston, at 
the Port of the Bay of Quinte and 
from there went to the Isle of 
Tante, as at that time called, but 
is now known as Amherst Island. 
Here they made their permanent 
home and are buried on their 
own farm.”

Barnabus Wemp married 
Catherine Gates in 1779 and 
they had seven children, most of 
them born on Amherst Island. 
One can see the name Wemp 
many times in the earliest 
register of baptisms, marriages 
and burials for the Anglican 

Parish of Amherst Island. 
There were many generations 
of Wemps and most of them 
were farmers on the Island. The 
earliest reference to the Wemp 
name appears in the register in 
1849 with the baptism of James 
Wemp, son of Barnabus  and 
Janet Wemp. This Barnabus 
Wemp was the grandson of the 
first Barnabus Wemp, the name 
Barnabus being used many 
times throughout the years by 
the Wemp families on Amherst 
Island.

In an article from the Whig 
Standard newspaper in 1990 
there was an account of the 
100th anniversary of St. Alban’s 
Church on Amherst Island. 
Amongst the oldest parishioners 
at that time was Mrs. Kathleen 
(Neilson) Wemp who married 
Arnold Edward Wemp at St. 
Alban’s in 1913. They were 
a farming family as was the 
tradition in the Wemp family line 
and had five children. Kathleen 
Wemp was also the organist 
at St. Alban’s Church for many 
years. In the article it states that: 
“Mrs. Wemp said that among 
her earliest memories of St. 
Alban’s were people traveling 
there by horse and buggy or, in 
the winter, by horse and sleigh. 
Those were also the days of 
steamboat travel and she said 
she clearly remembers when 
people first started going to 
church by car.”

Kathleen Wemp went on to 
state that “she was pleased her 
great-great granddaughters, 
Laura Wemp and Sherry Ward, 
were carrying on the family 
tradition and getting confirmed 
at St. Alban’s.” To this day there 
are still Wemp families living on 
Amherst Island.

The Wemp family of Amherst island
Lisa Russell 
Diocesan Archival Technician
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Earth Overshoot Day marks 
the time in the year by which 
humanity’s annual demand on 
nature exceeds what Earth can 
renew; consequently,  the rest 
of the year our demand on the 
Earth resources and services 
creates an ‘ecological debt’.

In 2014 the Overshoot Day 
is almost certain to advance 
again, from August 20 (the date 
for 2013). This expectation 
is consistent with the recent 
trend: since 2001, the date has 
advanced ahead by an average 
of 3 days per year and there has 
been no significant development 
that might indicate a slowdown. 
We are now using ecological 
resources and services at a rate 
that it would take more than 
1.5 Earths to renew. Clearly not 
sustainable in the long term.

‘Care for Planet Earth’ is one 
of the Marks of Anglican Mission, 
and thus excessive use of Earth 
resources should be of great 
concern to all of us. The Earth 
Overshoot Day is an opportunity 
to reflect, through sermons 
and prayers, on our actions 
that affect the environment. We 
should also ask for inspiration 
to find new ways of existing in 
harmony with God’s creation, 
and for perseverance in making 
these ways part of our everyday 
living.

Diocesan Green Group 

2014 Earth 
overshoot day

For decades, Dialogue and the Anglican 
Journal have been a vital communications 
link between parishes, dioceses and the 
national Church. Together, we have 
shared stories, ideas and opinions from a 
faith perspective in a way that has helped 
us put that faith into action. Whether 
encouraging a response to human need, 
educating about the care of  creation, or 
helping readers discover new ways to reach 
out and grow the Church, Dialogue and 
the Anglican Journal spark compassionate 
conversations in an increasingly secularized 
world. Please give generously to the 
Anglican Journal Appeal this year. With 
your help we can keep the conversation 
going! Please fill out and return the 
enclosed postage paid donor reply card or 
call 416-924-9199, ext 259. Alternatively, 
you can email mross@national.anglican.
ca or go to www.canadahelps.org to make 
your gift today.
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