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Sermon for the Feast of St. Simon and St. Jude
Rev. 21:10-14, or Jude 1-4    Ps. 45:16-17   John 14:21-27 

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as the world gives, I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”
 Jesus knew at the Last Supper that his friends would need a lot of reassurance to get them through the coming storm of his cross and resurrection. So, his discourse in the upper room does just that. 
 The apostles remembered and later recorded Jesus’ words and deeds. We call them gospels. Among the apostles, we remember today, Simon the Zealot and Jude the son of James. We don’t know much about Jude, but we do know about the Zealots. They were extreme Jewish nationalists. It’s nice to know that Jesus brought an extreme nationalist close to himself. Do you think Jesus led him away from that?

 Anyway, back in the upper room, Jude (not to be confused with Judas the betrayer) asked Jesus, “How is it, Lord that you’re going to reveal yourself only to us, and not to the world at large?”

 Thank you for asking that, St. Jude.

 Why doesn’t Jesus just put on a global sound and light show, with coloured sky writing, that declares to the entire human race who he is and what this is all about?
 As a marketing plan, keeping information inside a select circle seems self defeating. I will just note at this point that St. Jude is the patron saint of hopeless causes.
 Jesus’ answer to Jude’s reasonable question has to do with the depth of our relationship with him and the Father.
 The target area is the love between the Father and the Son. That is where we are being drawn.

 If we heed the Lord, and do his commandments, the Father and the Son will come and abide with us. For the time being, that is being done by the Holy Spirit, the promised and delivered Helper.

 Much of this abiding with us is through Jesus’ words, recorded for us by the evangelists like John. The Spirit will keep on reminding us of what Jesus said and meant.
 Jesus says in the upper room, “Remember, my words are not my own. What I am telling you is from the Father who sent me.”

 Jesus words to us are from the heart of the Trinity, from the inner life of God. Or, if you like, Jesus’ words are dispatches from headquarters.
 He reassures them: “I am telling you these things now, while I am still with you. But when the Father sends the Helper as my representative, the Holy Spirit, he will teach you everything, and remind you of everything I told you.”

The collective memory of the apostles is what serves us now. But evidently even those who first heard Jesus would need reminders of what he said.

 Memory is a shifty thing. Thank God we have the Bible. But it is not just a book of memories. The Christian church is not a memorial society, a nostalgia club, or a history department.    
 The church doesn’t just live off the past, but rather the church lives the life of the risen Lord on earth.

 Like God breathing life into Adam, the church is alive by the Holy Spirit. 

 To his church, Jesus offers us his peace. We mustn’t confuse the Lord’s peace with being peaceful. Rather, the peace that Jesus gives is the centeredness we can only have from him who is the eye of the storm. 

 We will end with Jesus’ reassuring words, recorded by the apostles, for the church through the ages as it faces storms:

“Peace I leave with you, my peace I give to you; not as the world gives, I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let them be afraid.”
