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Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher presides & preaches. 

Organ prelude - Nell Howard 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
Welcome: Good morning and welcome to this service of worship on the Twelfth Sunday after 
Pentecost.   My name is Paul Schumacher and I am the interim priest-in-charge during this time 
of transition, here at the Church of The Advent.   
Now, we invite you to come, come with your doubts, your strengths, your weaknesses and your 
fears.  Come and join our readers, prayer leaders, music director and choir members, along 
with our technical team, as we offer prayer and praise to our Creator.  For God loves us all and 
all are welcome in this space. 
 
Scripture Sentence of the Day:  Scripture shares with us, God was in Christ reconciling the 
world to himself, and he has entrusted us with the message of reconciliation. 
 
Opening Hymn: G 828 Make Me a Channel of Your Peace   
                                   (© 1967 OCP)  

 
Make me a channel of your peace.   
Where there is hatred, let me bring love. 
Where there is injury, your pardon, Lord, 
And where there’s doubt true faith in you. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
Where there’s despair in life,  
Let me bring hope. 
Where there is darkness, only light, 
And where there’s sadness, ever joy. 
 
Oh, Master, grant that I may never seek  
So much to be consoled as to console. 
To be understood as to understand. 
To be loved as to love with all my soul. 
 
Make me a channel of your peace. 
It is in pardoning that we are pardoned, 
In giving of ourselves that we receive, 
And in dying that we are born to eternal life. 

 



Greeting: 
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
And the love of God, 
And the fellowship of the Holy Spirit, 
Be with you all. 
And also with you. 
 
Act of Praise:  A Prayer (From the Green Prayerbook) 
Please join me in the spirit of this prayer: 
Almighty God, we thank you for making the fruitful earth produce what is needed for life. 
Bless those who work in the fields; give us favourable weather; and grant that all may share 
the fruits of the earth, rejoicing in your goodness; through your Son Jesus Christ our Lord.  
Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day:  God of unity and truth, encourage the fervent, enlighten the doubtful and 
bring back the wayward. Gather us all together in mutual love, so that our prayer may be 
pleasing to you. Grant this through our Lord Jesus Christ, your Son, who lives and reigns with 
you in the unity of the Holy Spirit, God forever and ever.  Amen. 

 
THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  

 
Chat @ the Chancel:  
 
Song: CP 460  “Shine, Jesus, Shine”  
             Graham Kendrick (© 1987 Make Way Music Ltd.) 

 
 Lord, the light of your love is shining,  
 in the midst of the darkness shining; 
 Jesus, light of the world, shining on us; 
 Set us free by the truth you now bring us,  
 shine on me, shine on me. 
 
Refrain:  
 Shine, Jesus, shine; fill this land with the Father’s glory; 
 Blaze, Spirit, blaze: set our hearts on fire.  
 Flow, river, flow: flood the nations with grace and mercy; 
 Send forth your word, Lord, and let there be light. 
 
 Lord, I come to your awesome presence,  
 From the shadows into your radiance;  
 by the blood I may enter your brightness; 
 search me, try me, consume all my darkness,  
 shine on me, shine on me.    

 



(Refrain) 
  

As we gaze on your kingly brightness 
 So our faces display your likeness; 
 Ever-changing from glory to glory,  
 Mirrored here may our lives tell your story, 
 Shine on me, shine on me.  
 

(Refrain) 
 
Psalm: 149 (BAS Pg. 908)    
Hallelujah! Sing to the Lord a new song; sing his praise in the congregation of the faithful.  
Let Israel rejoice in his maker; let the children of Zion be joyful in their king.  
Let them praise his name in the dance; let them sing praise to him with timbrel and harp.  
For the Lord takes pleasure in his people and adorns the poor with victory.  
Let the faithful rejoice in triumph; let them be joyful on their beds.  
Let the praises of God be in their throat and a two-edged sword in their hand;  
To wreak vengeance on the nations and punishment on the peoples;  
To bind their kings in chains and their nobles with links of iron;  
To inflict on them the judgement decreed; this is glory for all his faithful people.     
Hallelujah! 
 
Second Reading:  Romans 13: 8 - 14    
Owe no one anything, except to love one another; for the one who loves another has fulfilled 
the law. The commandments, ‘You shall not commit adultery; You shall not murder; You shall 
not steal; You shall not covet’; and any other commandment, are summed up in this word, 
‘Love your neighbour as yourself.’ Love does no wrong to a neighbour; therefore, love is the 
fulfilling of the law. 
Besides this, you know what time it is, how it is now the moment for you to wake from sleep. 
For salvation is nearer to us now than when we became believers; the night is far gone, the day 
is near. Let us then lay aside the works of darkness and put on the armour of light; let us live 
honourably as in the day, not in revelling and drunkenness, not in debauchery and 
licentiousness, not in quarrelling and jealousy. Instead, put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make 
no provision for the flesh, to gratify its desires. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 
 



Hymn of the Day:  VU 716  My Life Flows On  
                                        (Robert S. Lowry © 1869, alt.) 

  
My life flows on in endless song, above earth’s lamentation. 

 I hear the sweet, though far off hymn that hails a new creation. 
 Through all the tumult and the strife, I hear the music ringing: 
 It finds an echo in my soul – how can I keep from singing? 
 
 What though my joys and comforts die? My Saviour still is living. 
 What though shadows gather ‘round? A new song Christ is giving. 
 No storm can shake my inmost calm, while to the Rock I’m clinging: 
 Since Love commands both heaven and earth, how can I keep from singing? 
 
 I lift my eyes; the clouds grow thin; I see the blue above it; 
 And day by day the pathway smooths, since first I learned to love it. 
 The peace of Christ makes fresh my heart, a fountain ever springing:  
 All things are mine since I am Christ’s – how can I keep from singing? 
 
Gospel: Matthew 18: 15-20   
The Lord be with you. 
And also with you. 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew.  
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
If another member of the church sins against you, go and point out the fault when the two of 
you are alone. If the member listens to you, you have regained that one. But if you are not 
listened to, take one or two others along with you, so that every word may be confirmed by the 
evidence of two or three witnesses. If the member refuses to listen to them, tell it to the 
church; and if the offender refuses to listen even to the church, let such a one be to you as a 
Gentile and a tax-collector. Truly I tell you, whatever you bind on earth will be bound in heaven, 
and whatever you loose on earth will be loosed in heaven. Again, truly I tell you, if two of you 
agree on earth about anything you ask, it will be done for you by my Father in heaven. For 
where two or three are gathered in my name, I am there among them.’ 
 
The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                              Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
Affirmation of Faith:   
Let us confess the faith of our baptism, as we say,   
I believe in God, the Father almighty, creator of heaven and earth.  
I believe in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord.  
He was conceived by the power of the Holy Spirit and born of the Virgin Mary.  



He suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried.  
He descended to the dead. On the third day he rose again.  
He ascended into heaven, and is seated at the right hand of the Father.  
He will come again to judge the living and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic Church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness 
of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting.  
Amen. 

 
RESPONDING TO THE WORD  

 
Let us pray together to the Lord, saying, “hear our prayer.”  
 
God, 
You call us to love and serve You 
by loving and serving our brothers and sisters, near and far; 
to put their needs and interests ahead of our own, 
and so to fulfill Your law of love. 
And so we offer our prayers for the world You created, praying: 
In Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for Your church, the Body of Christ on earth. 
We pray that we would be a living example of Your love in our world, 
treating one another with compassion and respect, 
settling differences with love and integrity, 
bound together by our common allegiance to You. 
Open our hearts to see one another, 
and to respond with Your love. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who do not have what they need in order to survive; 
those without enough food and water, 
medical care, shelter, or security. 
Open our hearts to see the needs in our world, 
and to respond with Your love. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for those who are living with serious illness or injury, 
who face each day with uncertainty or pain, 
who find themselves wondering what the future holds. 
Open our hearts to see the needs of those around us, 
and to respond with Your love. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
 



We pray for those who have no work, 
who are struggling to provide for their families, 
and who despair of ever finding employment again. 
Open our hearts to see the needs of the unemployed, 
and to respond with Your love. 
Lord, in Your mercy, hear our prayer. 
 
We praise You for the way of love modeled for us by Jesus Christ. 
Open our hearts and lives to your ongoing presence among us, 
so that we would grow in faithfulness and love, 
and bring honour to Your name.  Amen. 
 
Confession and Absolution: 
Dear friends in Christ, God is steadfast in love and infinite in mercy; he welcomes sinners and 
invites them to his table.  Let us confess our sins, confident in God’s forgiveness.  
Most merciful God,  
we confess that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what we have 
done, and by what we have left undone.  
We have not loved you with our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbours as ourselves.  
We are truly sorry and we humbly repent.  
For the sake of your Son Jesus Christ, have mercy on us and forgive us, that we may delight in 
your will, and walk in your ways, to the glory of your name.  
Amen.  
May Almighty God have mercy upon you, forgive you all your sins 
through the grace of Our Lord, Jesus Christ, strengthen you in all goodness, 
and by the power of the Holy Spirit keep you in eternal life.  Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer:  And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray… 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  
Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
 



Blessing:  
May the peace of God which passes all understanding,  
Keep your hearts and minds in the knowledge of God, our Creator, 
Jesus Christ, our Redeemer, And the Holy Spirit, our Comforter.   
And may the blessing of the God the Father, Son, and the Holy Spirit, be with you this day and 
forever more.  Amen. 
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
Commissioning Hymn:  VU 578  As a Fire is Meant for Burning  
                                                   (Ruth Duck, Marty Haugen ©1987 G.I.A. Publications Inc.) 

  
As a fire is meant for burning with a bright and warming flame, 

 So the church is meant for mission, giving glory to God’s name. 
 Not to preach our creeds or customs, but to build a bridge of care, 
 We join hands across the nations, finding neighbours everywhere. 
 
 We are learners, we are teachers, we are pilgrims on the way. 
 We are seekers; we are givers; we are vessels made of clay. 
 By our gentle, loving actions, we would show that Christ is light. 
 In a humble, listening Spirit, we would live to God’s delight. 
 
 As a green bud in the springtime is a sign of life renewed;  

So may we be signs of oneness mid earth’s people, many hued. 
As a rainbow lights the heavens when a storm is past and gone, 
May our lives reflect the radiance of God’s new and glorious dawn. 
 

Commissioning:  
God of justice and love, we give thanks to you that you illumine our way through life with the 
words of your Son.  Give us the light we need, awaken us to the needs of others, and at the end 
bring all the world to your feast; through Jesus Christ, Our Saviour and lord, so that we may be 
salt and light to all your creation.  Amen. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Southern Africa 
Pray for Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, & Paul our Interim Priest-In-Charge. 

For Parish of Pender & Saturna Islands. For the Diocese of Yukon.  
In the Selkirk Region for S. Peter, Lakehill. 

 
FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 

Today, we remember Dianne, Rick & Barb, Sheila, Kian, Alice, Carol Ann,  
Joan, Maureen, & Melissa. 

We also pray for those we remember in the quiet of our own hearts.  
 


