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Sunday Virtual Worship Service 
 
 

 
 

WELCOME TO CHURCH OF THE ADVENT  
We recognize that we worship on the traditional lands of Coast Salish peoples. We commit ourselves 

to continue with our First Nations neighbours on the journey of healing, truth and reconciliation. 

Rev. Sandra Hounsell-Drover presides & Archdeacon Barry Foster preaches. 

http://www.colwoodanglican.ca|admin@colwoodanglican.ca


THE GATHERING OF THE COMMUNITY 
 

Leader: As we meet together, we begin by remembering the Lekwungen speaking people, on 
whose traditional land we now gather in gratitude. We acknowledge their story and their 
stewardship of the land and water, the plants and animals, through the many generations.   
As we meet together, we remember those who have called this place their home in recent 
years—the community of faith known as Church of the Advent, whose joyful spirit embraces us. 
Now let us greet one another with words and signs of welcome.  
 
The Sentence of the Day: Go and make disciples of all nations, says the Lord; I am with you 
always, to the close of the age.  
  
Opening Hymn: CP 312 Sing a New Song                                                 
          (Daniel L. Schutte 1979; OCP Publications) 

 
Sung by John, William and Peter Hounsell-Drover 
 
Refrain: 
Sing a new song unto the Lord; 
Let your song be sung from mountains high. 
Sing a new song unto the Lord, 
Singing alleluia. 
 
Yahweh's people dance for joy. 
O come before the Lord. 
And play for him on glad tambourines, 
And let your trumpet sound. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
Rise, O children, from your sleep; 
Your Savior now has come. 
He has turned your sorrow to joy, 
And filled your soul with song. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
Glad my soul for I have seen 
The glory of the Lord. 
The trumpet sounds; the dead shall be raised. 
I know my Savior lives. 
 
(Refrain) 
 



Greeting: 
Grace and peace to you from God.  
God fill you with truth and joy 
The Lord be with you. 
The Lord bless you. 
This is the day which the Lord has made. 
Let us rejoice and be glad in it. 

Canticle of Praise: “The New Jerusalem”                                                                                BAS Pg. 78 

Invitatory: Alleluia! The Sun of righteousness has risen: O Come, let us worship. 
 
Arise, shine, for your light has come;  

the glory of the Lord has risen upon you. 
Though night still covers the earth  

and darkness covers the nations, 
 
Over you will the Lord arise,  

over you will his glory appear. 
Nations will stream to your light  

and kings to your dawning brightness. 
 
Your gates will always be open;  

day or night, they will never be shut. 
They will call you, The City of the Lord,  

The Zion of the Holy One of Israel. 
 
Violence will no more be heard in your land,  

ruin or destruction within your borders; 
you will name your walls, Salvation,  

you will call your gates, Praise. 
 
No longer will the sun be your light by day,  

no longer the moon give you light by night; 
the Lord will be your eternal light;  

your God will be your glory. 
 

Invitatory: Alleluia! The Sun of righteousness has risen: O Come, let us worship. 
 
 



THE STORY OF FAITH IS PROCLAIMED  
 

Chat @ the Chancel  

Song: Like a Rock  
(Keri K Wehlander & Linnea Good © 1999 Borealis Music) 

 
Like a rock, like a rock God is under our feet.  
Like the starry night sky God is over our head.  
Like the sun on the horizon God is ever before.  
Like the river runs to ocean, our home is in God evermore. 
 
First Reading: Acts 1:1-11                                                                                                    Joan Hoffman 
 
A reading from the book of Acts. 

In the first book, Theophilus, I wrote about all that Jesus did and taught from the beginning 
until the day when he was taken up to heaven, after giving instructions through the Holy Spirit 
to the apostles whom he had chosen. After his suffering he presented himself alive to them by 
many convincing proofs, appearing to them over the course of forty days and speaking about 
the kingdom of God. While staying with them, he ordered them not to leave Jerusalem, but to 
wait there for the promise of the Father. ‘This’, he said, ‘is what you have heard from me; for 
John baptized with water, but you will be baptized with the Holy Spirit not many days from 
now.’  

So when they had come together, they asked him, ‘Lord, is this the time when you will restore 
the kingdom to Israel?’ He replied, ‘It is not for you to know the times or periods that the 
Father has set by his own authority. But you will receive power when the Holy Spirit has come 
upon you; and you will be my witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samaria, and to the ends 
of the earth.’ When he had said this, as they were watching, he was lifted up, and a cloud took 
him out of their sight. While he was going and they were gazing up towards heaven, suddenly 
two men in white robes stood by them. They said, ‘Men of Galilee, why do you stand looking up 
towards heaven? This Jesus, who has been taken up from you into heaven, will come in the 
same way as you saw him go into heaven.’  

For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
 
 
 



Psalm: 47                                                                                                                                 Joan Hoffman 
 
Clap your hands, all you peoples; shout to God with a cry of joy. 
For the Lord Most High is to be feared; he is the great king over all the earth.  
He subdues the peoples under us, and the nations under our feet.  
He chooses our inheritance for us, the pride of Jacob whom he loves.  
God has gone up with a shout, the Lord with the sound of the ram’s-horn.  
Sing praises to God, sing praises; sing praises to our king, sing praises.  
For God is king of all the earth; sing praises with all your skill.  
God reigns over the nations; God sits upon his holy throne.  
The nobles of the peoples have gathered together with the people of the God of Abraham. 
The rulers of the earth belong to God, and he is highly exalted. 
  
Second Reading: Ephesians 1:15-23                                                                                     Sue Hamblin 
 
A Reading from the letter to the Ephesians.      
   
I have heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love towards all the saints, and for this 
reason I do not cease to give thanks for you as I remember you in my prayers. I pray that the 
God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give you a spirit of wisdom and revelation 
as you come to know him, so that, with the eyes of your heart enlightened, you may know what 
is the hope to which he has called you, what are the riches of his glorious inheritance among 
the saints, and what is the immeasurable greatness of his power for us who believe, according 
to the working of his great power. God put this power to work in Christ when he raised him 
from the dead and seated him at his right hand in the heavenly places, far above all rule and 
authority and power and dominion, and above every name that is named, not only in this age 
but also in the age to come. And he has put all things under his feet and has made him the head 
over all things for the church, which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all. 
 
For the Word of God is scripture,  
For the Word of God is among us,  
For the Word of God is within us,    
Thanks be to God.  
 
Hymn of the Day: G 579 Over my Head                                                                        
                                       (African American Spiritual; arr: © 1997 Iona Community, GIA Publications) 

 
Sung by Bill & Linda Van Sickle  
 
Refrain: 
Over my head, I hear music in the air;  
over my head, I hear music in the air;  
over my head, I hear music in the air;  
there must be a God somewhere. 



Oh, when the world is silent, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
oh, when the world is silent, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
there must be a God somewhere. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
And when I'm feeling lonely, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
and when I'm feeling lonely, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
and when I'm feeling lonely, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
there must be a God somewhere. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
Now when I think on Jesus, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
now when I think on Jesus, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
now when I think on Jesus, (hmm, I hear music in the air;) 
there must be a God somewhere. 
 
(Refrain) 
 
Gospel:  Luke 24:44-53                                                                                           Rev. Dr. Paul Schumacher 
 
The Lord be with you 
And also with you 
The Holy Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Luke 
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ 

Then he said to them, ‘These are my words that I spoke to you while I was still with you—that 
everything written about me in the law of Moses, the prophets, and the psalms must be 
fulfilled.’ Then he opened their minds to understand the scriptures, and he said to them, ‘Thus 
it is written, that the Messiah is to suffer and to rise from the dead on the third day, and that 
repentance and forgiveness of sins is to be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning 
from Jerusalem. You are witnesses of these things. And see, I am sending upon you what my 
Father promised; so stay here in the city until you have been clothed with power from on high.’  

Then he led them out as far as Bethany, and, lifting up his hands, he blessed them. While he 
was blessing them, he withdrew from them and was carried up into heaven. And they 
worshipped him, and returned to Jerusalem with great joy; and they were continually in the 
temple blessing God. 

The Gospel of Christ. 
Praise to You, Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Sermon:                                                                                                                             Rev. Barry Foster 



Affirmation of Faith – Hear, O Israel 
 
Hear, O Israel, 
the Lord our God, the Lord is one. 
Love the Lord your God  
with all your heart, 
with all your soul,  
with all your mind, 
and with all your strength. 
This is the first and the great commandment. 
The second is like it: 
Love your neighbour as yourself. There is no commandment greater than these. 
 
 

RESPONDING TO THE WORD 
 

Today, we celebrate the ascension of Jesus Christ.  With amazement, wonder, awe and 
astonishment at the marvellous things God has done, we are joined in prayer with Our Redeemer, 
who intercedes for all the world before The Creator.   
Let us offer our prayers to God, saying:    
O God of wonder, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, we are amazed; for Christ ascended from this earth to be with You, unbounded by our 
earthly ties.  We are in awe; for in leaving the disciples, Jesus did not abandoned us.  We thank 
you, O God, for the gift of your Beloved Son.  Turn our eyes to gaze with astonishment at your 
miraculous ways and saving grace.  
 O God of wonder, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn the eyes of ordinary people, the young, old, poor and rich, to see the signs of our Risen 
Saviour in this present time of crisis.  Open our eyes to see the presence of the One who gives 
freedom, justice and righteousness to all Creation.   
O God of wonder, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn the eyes of your church to see the places where the poor, the needy and the homeless seek 
an equitable sharing of Your Creation, for these are the places in which Christ also dwells.  Help 
us to see the light of Christ in every human being, for we are all God’s children, wounded and yet 
living in the light of the Holy Spirit.   
O God of wonder, hear our prayer. 
 
Turn the eyes of the leaders of all nations to envision a new world in which peace and harmony 
reign.  Open the eyes of all in power to help the oppressed and the needy, and to accept that You 
are divinely present in all Creation.   
O God of wonder, hear our prayer. 
 



Turn the eyes of all we are gathered, either electronically or spiritually, as Your Holy 
peoples.  Help us to look toward our Blessed Redeemer, and then to look back toward our present 
existence, with the sure hope that we will one day be gathered together in this place of worship, 
as Your people.  O God of wonder, hear our prayer. 
 
We pray for the Church in Jerusalem, and for the Anglican Communion around the world, for 
the Diocese of the Yukon, for St. Paul’s Nanaimo, and for St Michael and All Angels, Royal Oak.  
We remember in pray Ansley our diocesan administrator, and Sandra our incumbent.    We pray 
for all institutions of education and healing, for all ministries of witness and reconciliation, for 
the work of peace-makers and those in service to others, for first responders and front-line 
workers.  In our parish family on this Ascension Sunday, we remember Judith, Sheila, Kian, 
Elmer & Alice, Lucy, Barb, Peter, Mike, Rob, Peggy and Abigail, Carol Ann, Rick & Barb, Brad & 
Lorna, Joan, and Maureen.   And, we pray for those we raise to You in the quiet of our own 
hearts, they may know Your presence in their lives.  O God of Wonder, hear our prayer. 
 
O God, keep us in that spirit of wonder.  Keep us believing when we cannot see; keep us hoping 
while we wait; keep us looking for your presence in our lives.  Fix our eyes on Our Saviour, Jesus 
Christ, who ascended to intercede, and who will come again in greatest glory.  Amen. 
 
Collect of the Day: 
Holy God, send your promised Spirit of revelation and wisdom, so that, in the blessed 
freedom of hope, we may witness to the grace of forgiveness and sing with joy to the One 
who makes us one. Amen. 
 
Collect for Jerusalem Sunday: 
O God, We give thanks that your dear Son has gathered us in the embrace of his redeeming 
love and sent us to make that love known to the ends of the earth. We pray your continued 
blessings on the steadfast witness of the Church in Jerusalem and throughout the Middle 
East. Give your deep joy to those who welcome the pilgrims seeking to know this land and its 
many peoples. Grace those who proclaim the Gospel. Guide all who teach a new generation 
of young people. Draw near to those who are sick and bless those who tend them. Sustain 
the hope in all who long and labour for a just and lasting peace in the land of The Holy One. 
And may the companions of Jerusalem be many and faithful.  We pray in the name of our 
merciful Saviour, Friend, and Brother, our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 
 
The Lord’s Prayer: 
 
And now, as our Saviour Christ has taught us, we are bold to pray…. 
 
Our Father, who art in heaven,  
hallowed be thy name,  
thy kingdom come,  
thy will be done,  
on earth as it is in heaven.  



Give us this day our daily bread.  
And forgive us our trespasses,  
as we forgive those who trespass against us.  
And lead us not into temptation,  
but deliver us from evil.  
For thine is the kingdom,  
the power, and the glory,  
for ever and ever. Amen. 
 
Blessing:  
 
Shared Ministry: 

 
WE ARE SENT INTO THE WORLD 

 
Commissioning Hymn:  VU 359 He Came Singing Love  
                                                    (Colin Gibson, © 1994 Hope Publishing Company) 

 
Sung by Sue and Gemma Hamblin  

He came singing love and he lived singing love; 
he died singing love. 
He arose in silence. 
For the love to go on 
we must make it our song; 
you and I be the singers. 

He came singing faith and he lived singing faith; 
he died singing faith. 
He arose in silence. 
For the faith to go on 
we must make it our song; 
you and I be the singers. 

He came singing hope and he lived singing hope; 
he died singing hope. 
He arose in silence. 
For the hope to go on 
we must make it our song; 
you and I be the singers. 

 



He came singing peace and he lived singing peace; 
he died singing peace. 
He arose in silence. 
For the peace to go on 
we must make it our song; 
you and I be the singers. 

Commissioning: People of God, receive the blessing of Jesus Christ and the power of the Holy 
Spirit. Go now to live in Christian love and witness to the power of forgiveness in your homes, in 
your community, even to the ends of the earth. 
We go in peace from this time of worship. Amen! Alleluia! 
 
 

 
TODAY WE PRAY 

Pray for the Anglican Church of Kenya. 
Ansley our Diocesan Administrator, Sandra our Rector, & Paul our Associate Priest. 

The community of S. George at Kingcome Inlet, Wakeman, Hopetown, & Gillford Island.  
The Diocese of Kootenay. 

 In the Selkirk Region for Church of the Advent. 
  

FOR THOSE WHO HAVE ASKED US TO PRAY FOR THEM 
Joan, Maureen, Elmer & Alice, Lucy, Barb, Peter, Mike, Rob, Peggy, 

Carol Ann, Rick & Barb, Brad, Lorna, Kian, Sheila, Judith, Melissa plus Cat & Family. 
 
 


