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Theme:  Love makes room for diversity in disputable matters. 
 
Text:  Romans 14:1-15:7 
 
Here’s a thought:  Like the headlights of an oncoming vehicle other people's 
sins appear more glaring than our own. 
 
Some people need a little help to know how to act in public.  So, taxicab drivers 
in Paris came up with an idea to help their riders behave themselves.  It's an 
electric cushion rigged to a powerful battery.  If the driver notices that his 
passenger is about to do something unacceptable (like robbing or assaulting 
him), he pushes a button and zaps the rider with 52,000 volts of low-tension 
electricity. 
 
That may seem like a drastic way to alert someone who is out of line, but it is a 
little like the right/wrong monitor God has put in all of us.  Each of us is 
equipped to receive signals to warn us when we have done wrong.  It's called a 
conscience, and it works in almost everyone. 
 
What happens, though, when your conscience works differently from mine?  
What should we do when our convictions disagree? 
 
The early church struggled with this.  The Apostle Paul addresses this problem 
in Romans 14:1-15:7: 
 1 Accept him whose faith is weak, without passing judgment on 

disputable matters. 2 One man's faith allows him to eat everything, but 
another man, whose faith is weak, eats only vegetables. 3 The man who 
eats everything must not look down on him who does not, and the man 
who does not eat everything must not condemn the man who does, for 
God has accepted him. 4 Who are you to judge someone else's servant?  
To his own master he stands or falls.  And he will stand, for the Lord is 
able to make him stand. 5 One man considers one day more sacred than 
another; another man considers every day alike.  Each one should be 
fully convinced in his own mind. 6 He who regards one day as special, 



 

does so to the Lord.  He who eats meat, eats to the Lord, for he gives 
thanks to God; and he who abstains, does so to the Lord and gives 
thanks to God. 7 For none of us lives to himself alone and none of us 
dies to himself alone. 8 If we live, we live to the Lord; and if we die, we die 
to the Lord.  So, whether we live or die, we belong to the Lord. 9 For this 
very reason, Christ died and returned to life so that he might be the Lord 
of both the dead and the living. 10 You, then, why do you judge your 
brother?  Or why do you look down on your brother?  For we will all 
stand before God's judgment seat. 11 It is written:  "'As surely as I live,' 
says the Lord, 'every knee will bow before me; every tongue will confess 
to God.'" 12 So then, each of us will give an account of himself to God. 13 
Therefore let us stop passing judgment on one another.  Instead, make 
up your mind not to put any stumbling block or obstacle in your 
brother's way. 14 As one who is in the Lord Jesus, I am fully convinced 
that no food is unclean in itself.  But if anyone regards something as 
unclean, then for him it is unclean. 15 If your brother is distressed 
because of what you eat, you are no longer acting in love.  Do not by your 
eating destroy your brother for whom Christ died. 16 Do not allow what 
you consider good to be spoken of as evil. 17 For the kingdom of God is 
not a matter of eating and drinking, but of righteousness, peace and joy 
in the Holy Spirit, 18 because anyone who serves Christ in this way is 
pleasing to God and approved by men. 19 Let us therefore make every 
effort to do what leads to peace and to mutual edification. 20 Do not 
destroy the work of God for the sake of food.  All food is clean, but it is 
wrong for a man to eat anything that causes someone else to stumble. 21 
It is better not to eat meat or drink wine or to do anything else that will 
cause your brother to fall. 22 So whatever you believe about these things 
keep between yourself and God.  Blessed is the man who does not 
condemn himself by what he approves. 23 But the man who has doubts 
is condemned if he eats, because his eating is not from faith; and 
everything that does not come from faith is sin. 15:1 We who are strong 
ought to bear with the failings of the weak and not to please ourselves. 2 
Each of us should please his neighbour for his good, to build him up. 3 
For even Christ did not please himself but, as it is written:  "The insults 
of those who insult you have fallen on me." 4 For everything that was 
written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance 
and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope. 5 May the 
God who gives endurance and encouragement give you a spirit of unity 
among yourselves as you follow Christ Jesus, 6 so that with one heart 
and mouth you may glorify the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ. 
7 Accept one another, then, just as Christ accepted you, in order to bring 
praise to God. NIV 

 
When it comes to areas not clearly addressed in the Bible there is: 



 

My View 
 

 
 
Paul addresses a special situation in the church in Rome which he had been 
told about.  There was a group in the Roman church who maintained 
vegetarian principles, fearing an unconscious infringement of the law which 
prohibited the eating of animal blood or defilement because of their touching 
food formerly used in sacrifices to idols.  There was also a group in the Roman 
church who observed "holy days", presumably by fasting. 
 
Mr. Jones picked up the wrong umbrella in a hotel lobby and was about to 
walk out when the rightful owner called attention to his mistake.  
Embarrassed, he offered his apologies.  Finding his own, he went on his way.  
The incident, however, reminded him that he had promised to buy both his 
wife and daughter an umbrella.  To his delight he found that a local store 
nearby had them on sale, so he bought two.  Just as he was getting into his car 
with his unwrapped purchases, he saw the man he had encountered earlier.  
He was eyeing him suspiciously.  Seeing the three umbrellas hooked over his 
arm, the stranger exclaimed sarcastically, "I see you had a good day after all!"  
Although Mr. Jones blushed, he was not guilty of any wrongdoing. 
 
Things are not always what they appear to be on the surface.  Beware of the sin 
of misjudging others! 
 
Convictions are good!  Herbert Samuel (1870-1963) remarked:  "It's easy to be 
tolerant of the principles of other people, if you have none of your own." 
 
Let's pretend I eat only vegetables and you do not.  Let's pretend I consider one 
day more sacred than others and you don't. 
 
There are people in every church who, like I, entertain imperfect conceptions of 
Biblical truth combined usually with a certain determination for their imperfect 
doctrine.  I am not to be browbeaten or shamed.  My conscience, partially 
enlightened as to the liberty which Christians enjoy in Christ, must be 
respected. 
 
Like the headlights of an oncoming vehicle other people's sins appear more 
glaring than our own. 



 

 
On issues where the Bible is silent, I must not criticize you or condemn you 
and advance my views as standards that demand uniformity.  Probably the 
church at Rome refused membership to those who held unorthodox views and 
Paul tried to teach them that they should be accepted upon confession of the 
essentials of the faith. 
 
Mark Twain (1835-1910) observed, "Nothing so needs reforming as other 
people's habits." 
 
Take a look at the convictions that you hold.  Are they clearly Biblical?  Do they 
stem from your upbringing?  Are they a reflection of your personal tastes?  If 
they are not clearly Biblical, leave room for diverse views amongst fellow 
Christians. 
 
When it comes to areas not clearly addressed in the Bible there is: 
My View 
Your View 
 

 
 
Let's suppose you eat meat.  You consider every day alike.  You ought not to 
look down on me or despise me because I do not. 
 
Hopefully your attitude is different from this girl, who explained with a sneer, 
"My kid sister has a superiority complex ... she thinks she's almost as good as 
me." 
 
Some of my convictions may actually demonstrate that I am "weak in faith", as 
I demonstrate a lack of balance in determining the essentials of saving faith.  
You are not to make it your goal to change my convictions.  You are not to look 
down your nose at me because of my view. 
 
You should look at yourself, determining not to put a stumbling block in front 
of me, tempting me by parading your liberty in eating and drinking.  Such 
freedom in my presence might become an offense to my disapproving 
conscience. 
 
Those who bring sunshine into the lives of others cannot keep it from 



 

themselves.  Those who bring the lives of others to God cannot keep God out of 
their own.  The highest honour God can give is bestowed upon him who leads 
another to God; for the man who does that does nothing less than share in the 
work of Jesus Christ, the Saviour of men. 
 
Everyone should have his own convictions.  Let each person regulate their 
conduct thereby with intellectual and moral honesty and allow others to do 
likewise.  Each of us lives not just in the presence of others, but before the 
Lord at whose judgment seat we shall all stand. 
 
Are there practices you enjoy that do no harm to the spiritual strength to 
yourself and others that some fellow believers might find offensive?  What is 
your attitude toward these people?  Do you respect them or look down on 
them?  Is it your purpose to get them to "loosen up"?  Regard their convictions 
as valuable and leave them alone. 
 
When it comes to areas not clearly addressed in the Bible there is: 
My View 
Your View 
Our Goal 
 

 
 
The eating of meat sacrificed to idols and the observance or non-observance of 
particular days, provided Christians think through their decisions, is non-
consequential for fellowship.  It should not be made a matter for refusing to 
accept a fellow believer; it is a decision which affects only the individual and 
his or her Lord. 
 
Paul addresses a similar debate in the Corinthian church in 1 Corinthians 
10:31-33: 
 31 So whether you eat or drink or whatever you do, do it all for the glory 

of God. 32 Do not cause anyone to stumble, whether Jews, Greeks or the 
church of God - 33 even as I try to please everybody in every way.  For I 
am not seeking my own good but the good of many, so that they may be 
saved. NIV 

 
Our goal is to, as much as possible, be at peace with everyone.  Our goal is to 
strengthen each other, build each other up. 



 

 
A man mentioned to his landlord about the tenants in the apartment above, 
"Many nights they stamp on the floor and shout till midnight." 
 
When the landlord asked if it bothered him, he replied, "Not really, because I 
usually stay up and practice my trumpet till about that time most every night 
anyway." 
 
Freedom is given, not for our pleasure, but for the glory of God and the good of 
others.  We please our neighbour for the good of his soul; not by serving his 
will when it contradicts God's, and humouring him in a sinful way; if we thus 
seek to please people, we are not servants of Jesus. 
 
Where is the line that distinguishes spiritual flour-sifting from courtroom 
gavel-pounding?  The acrostic "S-H-A-M-E" makes some Biblical guidelines 
easy to remember: 
 Standards.  Too often, we pass judgment on issues that are neither right 

nor wrong.  When Scripture is silent, we should be silent.  Augustine 
provided this maxim in the fifth century:  "In essentials, unity; in 
non-essentials, liberty; in all things, charity." 

 
 Honesty.  Consider how hard Jesus was on the hypocritical Pharisees.  

How quick are we, like the Pharisees, to denounce another's sin while 
ignoring similar problems in our own lives? 

 
 Authority.  John Calvin (1509-1564) identified one aspect of judging as a 

desire "to inquire curiously into other people's affairs."  Children who do 
this are called tattletales.  "Correcting problems that arise in our natural 
sphere of influence is one thing; looking for problems in other spheres is 
something quite different.  God has given limited authority to a limited 
number of people for limited purposes.  I must not cross the boundaries 
of my God-given authority, no matter how strong my convictions about 
an issue." 

 
 Motives.  Why do I concern myself with another's shortcomings?  If it 

gives pleasure or satisfaction to point out the weaknesses of another, you 
can be certain your motives are wrong. 

 
 Evidence.  Scripture is full of examples of mistaken assumptions, such 

as those of Job's friends who assumed his suffering was caused by his 
sin.  Only God sees the whole picture.  With the limited evidence we can 
see, a faulty verdict is likely. 

 
First Nations people have a wonderful saying: 



 

 When you were born, you cried, and the world rejoiced.  Live your life in 
such a manner that when you die, the world cries, and you rejoice. 

 
A high school orchestra was preparing for a concert that featured a pianist in a 
rendition of Grieg's A-minor concerto.  Before the performance, it was 
customary for the orchestra to tune up with an "A" sounded by the oboe player.  
But the oboist was a practical joker, and he had tuned his instrument a half 
step higher than the piano.  You can imagine the effect.  After the pianist 
played a beautiful introduction, the members of the orchestra joined in.  What 
confusion!  Every instrument was out of tune with the piano. 
 
As you and I tune to Jesus Christ and harmonize with our different 
perspectives and gifts we will make beautiful music together. 
 
When it comes to areas not clearly addressed in the Bible there is: 
My View 
Your View 
Our Goal 
 
Love makes room for diversity in disputable matters. 
 

 
 


