
Volume 8 / Issue 7 Summer 2020

Trusting God in uncertain 
times 
by Bishop David Lehmann

“In these unprecedented days …” is a common phrase used 
over the past several months.  It is most true.  The Corona 
Virus pandemic has touched every aspect of life in every 
part of the world.  As we continue through this time, we 
grieve what has been lost and try to adapt to a new normal 
that has been rather fluid.  Lessons in frequent proper hand 
washing and maintaining personal space in public were 
drilled home.  Going to church online was a harder lesson as 
we struggled with what it meant to be a Christian 
community apart.  

Knees and Nickels
The most common metrics to measure the health of a 
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Upcoming Diocesan 
Events 

   

Morning Prayer 

Monday - Saturday ~ 8 am 

St. Mark’s, Dawson Creek 
Facebook Page 

Mid-day Prayer 

Monday - Saturday ~ 12:15 

St. Andrew’s Cathedral 
Facebook Group 

Compline 

Nightly  

9:00 pm PT on Facebook 

9:30 pm PT on Vimeo 

Diocesan Service 

Sundays  

10:00 am PT on Facebook, 
YouTube, and Vimeo 

Follow us 

Current new items and 
prayer lists are on our 

website and Facebook page.

CALEDONIA CONNECTOR 
Serving Anglicans in Northern BC
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congregation is “knees and nickels.”  Seeing how many 
people are attending our primary services and the health of 
the bank account are valid and helpful tools.  They should 
not be the primary nor the only means of measuring health. 
I was once told that if a congregation is “loud” prior to 
worship, it is a sign of health.  The community is happy to 
gather.  I put some trust in this scale.  All these are difficult 
to measure during online services.

Invited and Inviting
For six weeks a group of people from across the Diocese 
met over Zoom to work through the Invited course by 
Wycliffe College’s Institute of Evangelism.  There has been 
a movement in the church to ask not only how do we invite 
people to church but why.  It was heartwarming to see 
people from many parishes gather and think about how it is 
God who does the inviting and preparing people for us to 
ask.  During a time when the church was gathering online, 
members of the Diocese wanted to know how to reach out 
to those who are curious about the faith and wanting an 
invitation.  This is another excellent way to measure the 
health of a congregation.  

Be brave and Be bold
Dr. Bonnie Henry, BC’s Provincial Health Officer, tells us 
regularly to “be kind, be calm, and be safe.”  Her presence 
has been a soothing balm in these difficult days.  Her words 
are true.  I would like to add that we are called to be brave 
and to be bold as we proclaim the Good News of Jesus 
Christ.  (While we are following Dr. Henry’s teachings on 
public health.)  We can be brave by trying new spiritual 
practices like online daily offices, Gospel based 
Discipleship, and prayer groups.  We can be bold by inviting 
people to join us for these online.  We can be bold by 
looking for where the Holy Spirit is at work in our 
communities and sharing this with others in our 
congregations.

Remember, God’s out there calling us to walk by faith!
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Bishop’s Travels 

Due to the COVID-19 
pandemic, all of Bishop 
David’s travels have been 
canceled until further notice.  
As we do not know when 
social-distancing will end, 
please watch our Facebook 
page for updates! 

Camp Caledonia 

Our 2020 camps have 
been cancelled! 

  

www.campcaledonia.ca 

http://www.campcaledonia.ca
http://www.campcaledonia.ca
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A farewell to the Andrews 
retirement from full-time stipendiary ministry

On June 30th, the 
Reverends Roy 
and Gwen 
Andrews marked 
their last day of 
full-time 
stipendiary 
ministry in the 
Diocese of 
Caledonia.  While 
Roy was the official employee of the Diocese, it really was a 
team ministry that blessed the Stuart Nechako Lakes 
Regional Parish and the Diocese.  As Bishop Victoria 
Matthews once said, “retirement doesn’t mean you stop 
ministering, it means we stop paying you for it.”  Enjoy this 
next chapter of life and ministry., and Thank You!

Good News in difficult days 
a welcome and some hope

Feeding people
One call of the Scriptures 
is to feed the poor.  
During this pandemic a 
couple of parishes in the 
Diocese have stepped up 
their ministry in this area.  
The soup kitchen at St. 
James’ Smithers could not 
host the large sit down 
meals on Saturdays, but 

did make soup to go!  St. Mark’s Soup Kitchen in Dawson 
Creek had the same struggle, so they took to making meals 
to go with the food bank offerings.
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Synod Postponed 

In response to the 
COVID-19 pandemic, the 
Diocesan Executive 
unanimously moved to 
postpone Diocesan Synod.  
The new dates are October 
16-17, 2020 in Prince 
Rupert.  (The change in 
location allows for effective 
physical distancing.)  
Details will follow. 

Ruby’s Thoughts 

Dr. Bonnie Henry 
challenges us in these 
COVID times to be kind to 
each other.  We are being 
asked to value relationships 
over our possessions and 
status.  How we get along is 
especially important when 
trouble hits.  Good vibes 
are like oil in an engine they 
allow things to go smoothly 
despite problems.  And 
conversely working hard at 
material success can be like 
draining the oil from an 
engine.  It can lead to fear 
of failure and worry about 
what others will think of us.  
St. Paul put it clearly when 
he said: “If I speak in the 
tongues of mortals and of 
angels, but do not have 
love, I am a noisy gong or a 
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Graduation and Marriage
The North Peace 
Parish had much to 
celebrate.  Rachel 
Kowalsky received 
an Associate of the 
Arts Degree-Alaska 
Highway 
Consortium on 
Teacher Education 
and a certificate in 
Pre-Education.  Tapiwa Mutamiri (the Bishop of Harare’s 

daughter) received a certificate in 
Health Care Assistant, as well as 
her grade 12 diploma.   Brady 
Corbett graduated Grade 12 with 
a Dogwood Diploma from 
Christian Life School.  AND, Fr. 
Christopher married Bretley at 
the Church of the Good 
Shepherd in Taylor.  
Congratulations to all.

Caledonia Connector 4

clanging cymbal.”  1 
Corinthians 13:1 

The word love is perhaps 
overused and to really 
understand what Paul is 
saying we need to slow 
down and ponder his 
words.  One book that 
helped me to think about 
love of God and fellow 
humans is the book I and 
Thou by Martin Buber.  This 
is a bit of a paradox as for 
years I considered this book 
unreadable.  I tried it again 
this spring and was richly 
rewarded.  The point of the 
book is that life is 
meaningful if we have right 
relationships.  We need to 
respect others rather than 
set out to use them.  
Further, Buber says “I thou” 
relationships are only 
complete if we have a right 
relationship with God.  
Some critics say that Buber 
is writing like a poet.  I am 
not sure, but I do know it is 
not an easy book.  If you 
want a challenge give it a 
try.   

Ruby McBeth is a Lay Reader 
in the North Peace Parish 
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Backyard Summer Bible School 2020 

It doesn’t feel like summer and parents are trying very hard to home school right now.  Why not 
add some faith and fun to the mix?!  By partnering with On Eagle’s Wings and utilizing their 
2020 curriculum, C.L.A.P. - Christ Loves All People, the Diocese of Caledonia and Camp 
Caledonia will be offering Backyard Summer Bible School packages complete with instructional 
videos for families.  During these difficult days, a reminder of Jesus’s love is a good thing.  Details 
are forth coming.  If you know anyone who would like to receive a kit, please let the Synod 
Office know.

Social Media 

Please look for the Diocese on 

Facebook @dioCaledonia

Vimeo by searching for the Diocese of Caledonia or vimeo.com/user110118524 

YouTube Channel ~ Diocese of Caledonia

Tithing Options

One of the concerns expressed is how we can continue to support the mission and ministry of 
the local congregations.  Easy!  Either arrange to mail in or drop off post-dated cheques, 
complete the forms on the Diocesan website for direct debit, or go to CanadaHelps.org and 
donate to your parish or the Diocese.  For more information, please contact your parish 
treasurer.

PayPal Giving Fund Canada is a new option with 100% of the gift going to the charity!
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http://vimeo.com/user110118524
http://CanadaHelps.org
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