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BELIEVING IN HEAVEN 
CMBC May 10, 2015                                                                     Revelation 21:22 – 22:7 

 

 The ultimate enjoyment of a closeness with God is going to heaven and living with God 
there. 

 Anticipating that closeness is an important motivator for enjoying a closeness with God 
here on earth. In fact the Bible points to that as a motivation again and again. 

 We all love to hear about heaven and sermons about it are big attractions. And 
sermons about the end times, the events just before Jesus comes, attract great 
crowds. And so it should be. 

 But there is something you and I need to be reminded of. 
 
1. JESUS FIRST OF ALL 

a. Heaven isn’t the main attraction 
i. Jesus is. Heaven is just the place where we finally get to meet Him 

face to face. 
ii. ILL. People do tours of parts of Buckingham Palace. 

 775 rooms 

 188 bedrooms 

 50,000 guest visit the palace each year 

 You can buy tickets to tour the state rooms 

 But the main attraction is the queen. 
 

iii. The Book of Revelation is an important book.  
But notice how it begins. 
Revelation 1:1 The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him 
to show his servants what must soon take place. He made it known 
by sending his angel to his servant John, [2] who testifies to 
everything he saw—that is, the word of God and the testimony of 
Jesus Christ. [3] Blessed is the one who reads the words of this 
prophecy, and blessed are those who hear it and take to heart what 
is written in it, because the time is near.  

iv. This book is about Jesus and it is from Jesus 
 

v. The book is filled with events that will happen here on earth through to 
the coming of Jesus 
1. But the events are not the main message of the Revelation. 
2. The events tell us about Jesus. 
3. He is the message of this book 

 
vi. We have the Gospel stories of God the Son  

1. Coming to earth as a baby. 
2. Facing temptations just like all of us do 
3. Teaching us about God 
4. Showing us how to live 
5. Being rejected and murdered 
6. His miracles tell us the power that is possible from God 
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7. Some events, especially His resurrection makes us stop in our 
tracks – this is an definitely the Messiah, but not how we 
thought He would be. 

vii. Now in Revelation, the book reveals to us the rest of who this Jesus 
is. 
 

b. Knowing more of the Jesus you love 
i. Here in this revelation we see that awesomeness of His holiness 

Rev. 1:12 Then I turned to see the voice that was speaking to me, 
and on turning I saw seven golden lampstands, [13] and in the midst 
of the lampstands one like a son of man, clothed with a long robe and 
with a golden sash around his chest. [14] The hairs of his head were 
white, like white wool, like snow. His eyes were like a flame of fire, 
[15] his feet were like burnished bronze, refined in a furnace, and his 
voice was like the roar of many waters. [16] In his right hand he held 
seven stars, from his mouth came a sharp two-edged sword, and his 
face was like the sun shining in full strength.  
[17] When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead.  

ii. John had never seen this while he was with Jesus here on earth 
iii. Rev. 1:17 When I saw him, I fell at his feet as though dead. But he 

laid his right hand on me, saying, “Fear not, I am the first and the last, 
[18] and the living one. I died, and behold I am alive forevermore, and 
I have the keys of Death and Hades.  

iv. Yes, that sounded like the Jesus he knew. This is Jesus. Wow! We 
never knew this about Him. 

v. The events go on to tell  
1. of Jesus’ power and glory 
2. Here was a whole new picture of the terribleness of sin and 

the power of evil. This is what Jesus was battling here on 
earth and conquered when John saw him dying on the cross. 

3. John and his brother had an idea of a powerful kingdom, like 
Rome, only bigger. Now he saw how puny his idea of Jesus’ 
kingdom was. 

4. Jesus had told them that there would be struggles, that they 
the disciples would be hated, but he had no idea of the rage 
and terror of this evil, and the incredible power of Jesus to 
overcome it. 

5. Jesus had said he was going to prepare a place for them, but 
what he now saw was breath taking. 

6. He had heard the crowds on Palm Sunday shouting Hosanna. 
But now he felt the heavens shake as billions of people and 
created beings loudly sang, “Worthy is the Lamb”. 

vi. This was the Jesus he had walked with.  
1. This was the Jesus he had admired 
2. Now he saw the Jesus before whom he fell as dead. 

 
c. This was the Jesus who had loved him 

i. This was the Jesus on whose breast he had leaned 
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ii. This was the Jesus who said, “I am going there to prepare a place for 
you. [3] And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come back and 
take you to be with me that you also may be where I am.”  
John 14:2 - 3 

iii. Going to heaven now had a whole different purpose, a whole new 
expectation. 

iv. And as the events of this revelation continued, John came to know a 
Jesus that was way, way beyond anything he had ever known. 
 

d. Heaven isn’t the main attraction. Jesus is. 
 

2. PREPARING A PLACE FOR YOU  

When Jesus said he was going to prepare a place for us, the picture that helped us 
most at that point was the image of the groom preparing a home for his bride. 

a. The image of the groom and bride 
i. The betrothal was a commitment by the bride and groom to get 

married. 
ii. It was a commitment certain enough that the groom could begin the 

building of a house for his bride – usually at the groom’s father’s 
house, which was the groom’s place or work. 

iii. No telling how long the building would take – the money to do it and 
the work in building it. 

iv. Near the completion of the house, the groom would send a message 
that he was almost ready to come for the bride. 

v. So the bride would begin her preparation for the coming of the groom 
to bring her to the wedding. Preparation which would include her 
entourage of bride’s maid, to help her in her move and to be her help 
and support at the wedding. 

vi. She would now see the house that the groom had built for her. But 
that wasn’t the main attraction. It was the groom. 

vii. Jesus’ parable of the virgins, the bridesmaids unprepared for the 
arrival of the groom, wasn’t a story of the groom trying to trick the 
bride’s company of friends. He arrives in his travels, gathers up the 
bride and bridesmaids and travels to the wedding and the home. 
Those who were careless and neglected to get ready, obviously 
weren’t serious committed friends, and they got left behind. 
 

b. Can you imagine knowing what John was introduced to there on the Isle of 
Patmos, that he or anybody wouldn’t be filled with great expectation for the 
coming of Jesus. 

i. At the end of the book, the Bride cries out, “Come Lord Jesus” 
ii. After seeing Who this Jesus really is, and seeing what it truly is that 

He has delivered us from, we would be totally packed and ready to 
meet him. 

iii. Heaven is the place where he is, the place he has prepared for us. 
The main attraction is the Jesus who loves us and invites us to His 
home. 
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c. A blueprint of our home 
i. What John describes, here in Revelation, as our home is only a blue 

print. 
1. Are you good at reading blueprints? 
2. ILL. My office in the blueprint of the church. 

ii. Even if you can read the blueprint, the reality is you can’t really get it 
until the building is completed. 

iii. We can’t imagine the real thing that heaven is. 
iv. All we know is that it is a place where there is 

1. No more evil 
2. No more pain and tears 
3. Our bodies will be glorified and immoral, never dying 
4. The place is way, way beyond our ability to imagine. 

v. And even what is described is telling us more about Jesus 
 

3. ANTICIPATING AN ETERNITY TOGETHER  
Jesus tells us to be ready 

a. Preparing for the big day 
i. Matthew 24:44  So you also must be ready, because the Son of Man 

will come at an hour when you do not expect him.  
ii. Why wouldn’t our lives to fully taken up with readiness? 

 
iii. 1 John 2:28 And now, dear children, continue in him, so that when he 

appears we may be confident and unashamed before him at his 
coming.  

 
b. A growing relationship now 

i. And while we wait, we grow in our relationship with Him. 
ii. Titus 2:11 live self-controlled, upright and godly lives in this present 

age, [13] while we wait for the blessed hope—the glorious appearing 
of our great God and Savior, Jesus Christ,  

iii. We don’t have to wait until heaven to enjoy a closeness with God. 

iv. That begins right here 

v. Our motivation is what God can do in our lives right now 

vi. And our motivation is anticipating to meet Jesus face to face when we 

get to Glory. 

 


