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Judges 4:1-7, Psalm 123, 1 Thessalonians 5:1-11, Matthew 25:14-30 

There is a children’s song that I have loved to use from time to time. The words are: “Love is

something if you give it away, give it away, give it away. Love is something if you give it away, you end

up having more!  Its just like a magic penny, hold it tight and you won’t have any. Lend it, spend it, give

it away and you end up having more, ‘cause Love is something if you give it away.....”  The passage from

Matthew’s Gospel about the giving of the Talents often reminds me of this little song because I believe it

is the essence of the lesson Jesus was trying to teach through the parable.

Many of us are familiar with this story about the three servants entrusted with a portion of the

master’s money.  The English word “talent” does indeed have the meaning of an ability but it is

translating a word which means an amount of money.  A talent of money equalled about 15 years of

wages for the average labourer so it was a goodly sum indeed.  Even if we use the more common

meaning of ‘talent’ the parable works because all that we have is a portion of God’s possessions and it is

quite valuable.  The servants weren’t given any specific instructions about the money they were given

but the responsibilities they already had were to be continued. From the reaction of the master upon his

return we can deduce that he expected them to follow his example in their use of the money since his

criticism of the third servant was that he did nothing with the money.  The risk was not taken and it

ended up being the worst decision he could have made. The meaning is quite clear, it seems to me, and

we would do well to prayerfully think about all the things that have been entrusted to us in light of this

parable.

Risk is a part of all of our lives.  A little child risks injury when taking those first few steps. A

teenager risks rejection the first time of asking someone out on a date. An adult risks disappointment

when offering an opinion at work about some procedure or other. Love requires risk or it is not love -

just as that children’s song says.  The third servant did not love his master - he feared his master and he

may have had a level of respect  - but he did not love his master.  If he had loved his master he would

have at least tried to rise to the challenge of managing that portion of the master’s possessions.  You and

I have been granted a portion of our Master’s possessions in the people, the abilities, the treasure, and

the situations that make up our lives and we are entrusted with the care and investment of it all.  For the

most part we do not ‘bury them in the ground’ but it is quite normal for one or more of the things with

which we have been entrusted to not be used to its fullest.  This parable is an encouragement to change

our perspective on the way in which we approach this life and the risk involved in sharing that which we

have been given.



The owner of the property entrusted his servants with his possessions in accordance with their

ability.  As they demonstrated their faithfulness they were entrusted with more of their master’s

possessions.  When the third servant demonstrated his incompetence all of his responsibilities were

stripped away.  This image is troubling and can make us worry that if we aren’t fulfilling our obligations

we will be cast out. This, however, is a misunderstanding of the purpose of the parable.  Jesus was

making the point that God is happy with us taking a risk to share what has been given and not happy

about fear as a motivator of behaviour.  Fear is an indication that something isn’t right in a situation. 

There are some natural fears that are meant to make us cautious but they are not meant to control our

behaviour. If we find that fear is controlling us it is time to do some things to try to overcome that fear. 

Sometimes this will require the assistance of some trusted people and perhaps even a medical

professional.  Sometimes it will require the company of a close friend or the advice found in a self-help

book. Sometimes it will simply require our decision to try a small risk in order to move a little.  Fear

warps our perspective while love - perfect love - casts out fear.  God has entrusted all of these things to

us not as a test or a punishment but out of his love and his desire to share what he has with those whom

he has made. We have been given something of God’s creation because of that wonderful love that

wants us to have a full life and the way in which that happens is if we share that which we have been

given and invest it in God’s work and in God’s way.

As I’ve pointed out on a number of occasions one of the main purposes for a human life is for it

to become a reflection of God’s love and care for all of Creation.  We have been granted the

responsibility and the privilege of ‘having dominion’ over all of Creation and that, according to scholars,

was so that Creation could see God in our actions.  The word used for this is the word ‘Stewardship’

because we are not the owner of these things but we have been granted Stewardship over them.  This

responsibility and privilege places a choice in our hands as to what to do about this reality.  The Parable

of the Talents points to the desired outcome of following the example of the Master and not allowing

fear to dictate our decisions.  We have indeed all ‘buried our talent in the sand’ at some point or misused

the gifts that were entrusted to us but we also have a Saviour who announces God’s willingness to

forgive and restore.  Living and loving in Jesus’ way beautifully reflects God’s image into all Creation

and advances God’s purposes into all corners of our lives.  We witness this in a number of different

ways.  Musicians are people who have been entrusted with the portion of God’s domain involving music

and who can use their ‘talent’ in God’s way or other ways.  A small group of musicians in Sudbury could

be seen in the lobby of the Cancer Centre prior to the Pandemic Restrictions freely sharing God’s gift

with those in the area in order to lift spirits and bless lives.  The same kind of thing can be seen in



Nursing Homes and Retirement Residences.  Nurses are people who have been entrusted with the

portion of God’s domain involving the caring of the injured and sick.  A group of nurses were motivated

to bring their talents to small communities in Africa in order to help God’s work of healing among the

poorest of the poor.  Teachers are people who have been entrusted with the portion of God’s domain

involving the instruction of our youngest citizens. Some teachers have gone out of their way to make the

online experience of their students as positive as it can be in order to help foster the love of learning

which helps people appreciate the beauty of God.  We all have a portion of God’s domain and we are

asked to follow the Master’s example on how best to be good stewards of those gifts.

The ‘Amazing Grace of God’ has placed in our hands the beauty and wonder of love and asks us

to do what we can to share that love.  It has been my privilege and pleasure to be among all of you as you

do just that.  I give thanks to God for the many ways we are already doing that which God asks of us and

I pray that we will continue to grow in our understanding and our willingness to share.  Perhaps God is

asking you to try something new or to introduce yourself to someone you don’t know.  The investment

of this effort is the way in which Jesus showed us how to live.  He went about doing good and sharing

his love with those who came into his circle of influence and lives were changed. I invite you to think

about all you have been given and to pray about how you are living out the challenge of managing God’s

possessions which have been entrusted to you because of God’s tremendous love and his trust in you.

A prayer attributed to St. Francis of Assisi. 

Lord, make us instruments of your peace. Where there is hatred, let us sow love; where there is injury,

pardon; where there is discord, union; where there is doubt, faith; where there is despair, hope; where

there is darkness, light; where there is sadness, joy. Grant that we may not so much seek to be consoled

as to console; to be understood as to understand; to be loved as to love. For it is in giving that we

receive; it is in pardoning that we are pardoned; and it is in dying that we are born to eternal life.

Amen.


