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THE ORDER FOR 

EVENING PRAYER 
  

Minister. O LORD, open thou our lips; 
People. And our mouth shall show forth thy praise. 

Minister. O God, make speed to save us;  
People. O Lord, make haste to help us. 

 
Here, all standing up, the Minister shall say: 

Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, and to the Holy Ghost; 
People. As it was in the beginning, is now, and 

ever shall be, world without end. Amen.  
Minister. Praise ye the Lord; 

People. The Lord’s Name be praised. 
 

Psalm 19 Caeli enarrant 
Chant: T.A. Walmisley 
 

he heavens declare the glory of God : and the firmament sheweth his 
handywork. 

2 One day telleth another : and one night certifieth another. 
3 There is neither speech nor language : but their voices are heard among 
them. 
4 Their sound is gone out into all lands : and their words into the ends of the 
world. 
5 In them hath he set a tabernacle for the sun : which cometh forth as a 
bridegroom out of his chamber, and rejoiceth as a giant to run his course. 
6 It goeth forth from the uttermost part of the heaven, and runneth about 
unto the end of it again : and there is nothing hid from the heat thereof. 
7 The law of the Lord is an undefiled law, converting the soul : the testimony 
of the Lord is sure, and giveth wisdom unto the simple. 
8 The statutes of the Lord are right, and rejoice the heart : the commandment 
of the Lord is pure, and giveth light unto the eyes. 
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9 The fear of the Lord is clean, and endureth for ever : the judgements of the 
Lord are true, and righteous altogether. 
10 More to be desired are they than gold, yea, than much fine gold : sweeter 
also than honey, and the honey-comb. 
11 Moreover, by them is thy servant taught : and in keeping of them there is 
great reward. 
12 Who can tell how oft he offendeth : O cleanse thou me from my secret 
faults. 
13 Keep thy servant also from presumptuous sins, lest they get the dominion 
over me : so shall I be undefiled, and innocent from the great offence. 
14 Let the words of my mouth, and the meditation of my heart : be alway 
acceptable in thy sight, 
15 O Lord : my strength, and my redeemer. 
 
PSALM 46. Deus noster refugium 
Chant: from M. Luther 
 

OD is our hope and strength : 
a very present  help in trouble. 

2 Therefore will we not fear, though the earth be moved : and though the hills 
be carried into the midst of the sea; 
3 Though the waters thereof rage and swell : and though the mountains shake 
at the tempest of the same. 
4 The rivers of the flood thereof shall make glad the city of God : the holy 
place of the tabernacle of the most Highest. 
5 God is in the midst of her, therefore shall she not be removed : God shall 
help her, and that right early. 
6 The heathen make much ado, and the kingdoms are moved : but God hath 
shewed his voice, and the earth shall melt away. 
7 The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
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8 O come hither, and behold the works of the Lord : what destruction he hath 
brought upon the earth. 
9 He maketh wars to cease in all the world : he breaketh the bow, and 
knappeth the spear in sunder, and burneth the chariots in the fire. 
10 Be still then, and know that I am God : I will be exalted among the 
heathen, and I will be exalted in the earth. 
11 The Lord of hosts is with us : the God of Jacob is our refuge. 
 
The First lesson is written in the second book of Maccabees in the second chapter, beginning at 

the 29th verse. 
Then many that sought after justice and judgment went down into the wilderness, 
to dwell there: Both they, and their children, and their wives; and their cattle; 
because afflictions increased sore upon them. Now when it was told the king’s 
servants, and the host that was at Jerusalem, in the city of David, that certain men, 
who had broken the king’s commandment, were gone down into the secret places 
in the wilderness, They pursued after them a great number, and having overtaken 
them, they camped against them, and made war against them on the sabbath day. 
And they said unto them, Let that which ye have done hitherto suffice; come forth, 
and do according to the commandment of the king, and ye shall live. But they said, 
We will not come forth, neither will we do the king’s commandment, to profane the 
sabbath day. So then they gave them the battle with all speed. Howbeit they 
answered them not, neither cast they a stone at them, nor stopped the places where 
they lay hid; But said, Let us die all in our innocency: heaven and earth will testify 
for us, that ye put us to death wrongfully. So they rose up against them in battle on 
the sabbath, and they slew them, with their wives and children and their cattle, to 
the number of a thousand people. Now when Mattathias and his friends understood 
hereof, they mourned for them right sore. And one of them said to another, If we all 
do as our brethren have done, and fight not for our lives and laws against the 
heathen, they will now quickly root us out of the earth. At that time therefore they 
decreed, saying, Whosoever shall come to make battle with us on the sabbath day, 
we will fight against him; neither will we die all, as our brethren that were murdered 
in the secret places. Then came there unto him a company of Assideans who were 
mighty men of Israel, even all such as were voluntarily devoted unto the law. Also 



 
 

all they that fled for persecution joined themselves unto them, and were a stay unto 
them. Now when the time drew near that Mattathias should die, he said unto his 
sons, Now hath pride and rebuke gotten strength, and the time of destruction, and 
the wrath of indignation: Now therefore, my sons, be ye zealous for the law, and 
give your lives for the covenant of your fathers. 
Here endeth the first lesson. 

The Office Hymn:  

Thy kingdom come! On bended knee 
the passing ages pray; 

and faithful souls have yearned to see 
on earth that kingdom's day. 

 
2 But the slow watches of the night 

not less to God belong; 
and for the everlasting right 
the silent stars are strong. 

 

3 And lo, already on the hills 
the flags of dawn appear; 

gird up your loins, ye prophet souls, 
proclaim the day is near: 

 
4 the day in whose clear-shining light 

all wrong shall stand revealed, 
when justice shall be throned in might, 

and every hurt be healed; 

5 when knowledge, hand in hand with peace, 
shall walk the earth abroad: 

the day of perfect righteousness, 
the promised day of God. 

 
Irish 
Hymns and Sacred Poems Dublin, 1749 
 

F.L. Hosmer 1840-1929 
 

 

Magnificat. St Luke 1. 46. 

Y soul doth magnify the Lord, / and my spirit hath rejoiced in God my 
Saviour. 

For he hath regarded / the lowliness of his handmaiden.  
For behold, from henceforth / all generations shall call me blessed.  
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For he that is mighty hath magnified me; / and holy is his Name.  
And his mercy is on them that fear him / throughout all generations.  
He hath showed strength with his arm; / he hath scattered the proud in the 
imagination of their hearts.  
He hath put down the mighty from their seat, / and hath exalted the humble 
and meek.  
He hath filled the hungry with good things; / and the rich he hath sent empty 
away.  
He remembering his mercy / hath holpen his servant Israel;  
As he promised to our forefathers, / Abraham and his seed for ever.  
Glory be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. 
Amen.  

The second lesson is written in the gospel of Matthew in the 23rd chapter beginning at 
the 13th verse. 
But woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye shut up the kingdom of 
heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither suffer ye them that are 
entering to go in. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye devour 
widows’ houses, and for a pretence make long prayer: therefore ye shall receive the 
greater damnation. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye compass 
sea and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him twofold 
more the child of hell than yourselves. Woe unto you, ye blind guides, which say, 
Whosoever shall swear by the temple, it is nothing; but whosoever shall swear by the 
gold of the temple, he is a debtor! Ye fools and blind: for whether is greater, the gold, 
or the temple that sanctifieth the gold? And, Whosoever shall swear by the altar, it 
is nothing; but whosoever sweareth by the gift that is upon it, he is guilty. Ye fools 
and blind: for whether is greater, the gift, or the altar that sanctifieth the gift? Whoso 
therefore shall swear by the altar, sweareth by it, and by all things thereon. And 
whoso shall swear by the temple, sweareth by it, and by him that dwelleth therein. 
And he that shall swear by heaven, sweareth by the throne of God, and by him that 
sitteth thereon. Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! For ye pay tithe of 
mint and anise and cumin, and have omitted the weightier matters of the law, 



 
 

judgment, mercy, and faith: these ought ye to have done, and not to leave the other 
undone. Ye blind guides, which strain at a gnat, and swallow a camel. 
 
Here endeth the second lesson. 

Nunc Dimittis. St Luke 2.29. 

ORD, now lettest thou thy servant depart in peace, / according to thy 
word. 

For mine eyes have seen thy salvation, / which thou hast prepared before the 
face of all people;  
To be a light to lighten the Gentiles, / and to be the glory of thy people Israel.  
GLORY be to the Father, and to the Son, / and to the Holy Ghost;  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be, / world without end. 
Amen.  
 

Then shall be said or sung the Confession of the Faith, called the Apostles’ Creed. 
 BELIEVE in God the Father Almighty, Maker of heaven and earth: 
And in Jesus Christ his only Son our Lord, Who was conceived by the Holy 

Ghost, Born of the Virgin Mary, Suffered under Pontius Pilate, Was crucified, 
dead, and buried: He descended into hell; The third day he rose again from 
the dead; He ascended into heaven, And sitteth on the right hand of God the 
Father Almighty; From thence he shall come to judge the quick and the dead.  
I believe in the Holy Ghost; The holy Catholic Church; The Communion of 
Saints; The Forgiveness of sins; The Resurrection of the body, And the Life 
everlasting. Amen.  
 

And after the Creed these prayers following, all devoutly kneeling, the Minister first pronouncing: 
The Lord be with you; 

People. And with thy spirit. 
Minister. Let us pray. 

Lord, have mercy upon us. 
Christ, have mercy upon us. 
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Lord, have mercy upon us. 
 

UR Father who art in heaven, Hallowed be thy Name, Thy kingdom 
come, Thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven. Give us this day our 

daily bread; And forgive us our trespasses, As we forgive them that trespass 
against us; And lead us not into temptation, But deliver us from evil. Amen.  

 
Then the Priest standing up shall say: 

O Lord, show thy mercy upon us;  
People:  And grant us thy salvation.  
Priest:  O Lord, save the Queen;  
People:  And mercifully hear us when we call upon thee.  
Priest: Endue thy Ministers with righteousness;  
People:  And make thy chosen people joyful.  
Priest: O Lord, save thy people;  
People:  And bless thine inheritance.  
Priest:  Give peace in our time, O Lord;  
People:  And evermore mightily defend us.  
Priest:  O God, make clean our hearts within us;  
People:  And take not thy Holy Spirit from us.  
 

lmighty God, thou hast sent thy Son Jesus Christ to be the light of the 
world. Free us from all that darkens and ensnares us, and bring us to 

eternal light and joy; through the power of thy Son who is alive and reigneth 
with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God now and for ever. Amen. 

 
The Second Collect, for Peace. 

 GOD, from whom all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just works 
do proceed: Give unto thy servants that peace which the world cannot 

give; that our hearts may be set to obey thy commandments, and also that by 
thee we being defended from the fear of our enemies may pass our time in rest 
and quietness; through the merits of Jesus Christ our Saviour. Amen.  
 

The Third Collect, for Aid against all Perils. 
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IGHTEN our darkness, we beseech thee, O Lord; and by thy great mercy 
defend us from all perils and dangers of this night; for the love of thy only 

Son, our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen.  
 

THE ANTHEM: God Omnipotenth Reeigneth 

God omnipotent reigneth, Clad in apparel bright; 
Sovran King He remaineth, Girded about with might; 

By him the world alone Immutably was grounded; 
In heav'n hath He His throne, From everlasting founded. 

 
Ocean billow and breaker Uplift the voice of pride; 
But their mightier Maker Governeth wind and tide. 

His laws and sure decree Of holiness are telling, 
Which evermore shall be Sole inmate of His dwelling. 

Amen. 
C. Wood (1866-1926) 
 

Psalm 93 paraphrased by 
G. R. Woodward (1849 - 1934) 

HYMN:  

Abide with me; fast falls the eventide; 
The darkness deepens; Lord, with me abide! 
When other helpers fail, and comforts flee, 

Help of the helpless, O abide with me. 
 

2 Swift to its close ebbs out life's little day; 
Earth's joys grow dim, its glories pass away; 

Change and decay in all around I see; 
O thou who changest not, abide with me. 

 
3 I need thy presence every passing hour; 

What but thy grace can foil the tempter's power? 
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Who like thyself my guide and stay can be? 
Through cloud and sunshine, O abide with me. 

 
4 I fear no foe with thee at hand to bless; 

Ills have no weight, and tears no bitterness. 
Where is death's sting? where, grave, thy victory? 

I triumph still, if thou abide with me. 
 

5 Hold thou thy cross before my closing eyes; 
Shine through the gloom, and point me to the skies: 

Heaven's morning breaks, and earth's vain shadows flee; 
In life, in death, O Lord, abide with me! 

Eventide 
W.H. Monk 1823-89 

H.F. Lyte 
1793-1847 

 
 GOD, our heavenly Father, who by thy blessed Son hast taught us to ask 
our daily bread of thee: Behold, we beseech thee, the affliction of thy 

people, and send us a seasonable relief in this our necessity. Increase the fruits 
of the earth by thy heavenly benediction; and grant that we, receiving with 
thankfulness thy gracious gifts, may use the same to thy glory, the relief of those 
who are needy, and our own comfort; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

LMIGHTY God, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ went about doing good, 
and healing all manner of sickness and disease among the people: 

Continue, we beseech thee, this his gracious work among us especially in this 
time of COVID 19; cheer, heal, and sanctify the sick; grant to the physicians, 
surgeons, and nurses wisdom and skill, sympathy and patience; and send down 
thy blessing upon all who labour to prevent suffering and to forward thy 
purposes of love; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

GOD, our heavenly Father, who by thy blessed Son hast taught us to ask 
our daily bread of thee: Behold, we beseech thee, the affliction of thy 

people, and send us a seasonable relief in this our necessity. Increase the fruits 
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of the earth by thy heavenly benediction; and grant that we, receiving with 
thankfulness thy gracious gifts, may use the same to thy glory, the relief of those 
who are needy, and our own comfort; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

A Prayer of Saint Chrysostom. 

LMIGHTY God, who hast given us grace at this time with one accord to 
make our common supplications unto thee; and dost promise that when 

two or three are gathered together in thy Name thou wilt grant their requests: 
Fulfil now, O Lord, the desires and petitions of thy servants, as may be most 
expedient for them; granting us in this world knowledge of thy truth, and in the 
world to come life everlasting. Amen. 

 

2 Corinthians 13:14. 
HE grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship 
of the Holy Ghost, be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Postlude:  Diapason Movement,      B. Harwood b.1945 
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