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August 17 Devotional for Sunday August 23 

Commissioning  

Though there may be other times and places to thank, bless and commission Daron and Shauna 

and their children to the ministry God has called them to in Thailand we wanted to make sure 

not to miss them altogether. So today (August 23) we will make and take this opportunity to do 

this.  

Commissioning and sending is important. And though this feels really awkward online we will 

make the best of it. Whatever else is going on in the world God is still reigning on the throne, 

and building his church. Reread that last sentence, and pause, acknowledge God as sovereign, 

worship him. Praise him. Rest in him. Thank him. Receive from him. Yield to him. Follow him.  

Daron and Shauna sensed a call to global mission’s years ago and now are in the final stages of 

preparing to go. They have been open and transparent with us throughout this journey. Thank 

you.  

We will hear more from Daron and Shauna now and then pray for them.  

 

As we pray for them I want to include part of a passage which we prayed through a few weeks 

ago in our mid-week prayer times, 1 Thessalonians 5:23-24.  

 “23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ. 24 The one 

who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.”  

Only in this devotional but not on Sunday morning I will include some background on 1 

Thessalonians for some context on these verses near the end of the book. I will let Chuck 

Swindoll start with this quote; 

“Paul wrote his first letter to the Thessalonian church from the city of Corinth around AD 51, 

just a few months after having preached in Thessalonica on his second missionary journey. 

Upon leaving Thessalonica under duress, Paul, Silas, and Timothy traveled to Athens by way of 

Berea. But after a short time in Athens, Paul felt the need to receive a report from the newborn 

church in Thessalonica, so he sent Timothy back to serve and minister to the new believers 

there. Paul wanted to check on the state of the Thessalonians’ faith, for fear that false teachers 

might have infiltrated their number. However, Timothy soon returned with a good report, 

prompting Paul to pen 1 Thessalonians as a letter of encouragement to the new believers.”  
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Paul’s word of encouragement isn’t just a, “hang in there” or a “you got this”. He gives specific 

reasons to be encouraged like; how they are loved and chosen by God (1:4) and affirming their 

salvation as evidenced by the Holy Spirit and more (1:5).  

Impressed by the faithfulness of the Thessalonians in the face of persecution, Paul wrote to 

encourage the Christians in that community with the goal that they would continue to grow in 

godliness. Paul knew that the people had been exposed to errant teaching from those in 

opposition to the way of Jesus Christ and the grace of God. And Paul also understood that 

unless the young church continued to mature in its faith, the danger would only increase over 

time. 

With that in mind, Paul taught the people that any spiritual growth would ultimately be 

motivated by their hope in the ultimate return of Jesus Christ. Paul was never interested in 

simply telling people to pull themselves up by their bootstraps, for he knew that what 

ultimately inspired change was a life of consistently walking in the power of God’s Spirit. And so 

to a group of young Christians with questions and uncertainties, Paul offered the hope of 

Christ’s return, providing both comfort in the midst of questions and motivation to godly living.  

“16 For the Lord himself will come down from heaven, with a loud command, with the 

voice of the archangel and with the trumpet call of God, and the dead in Christ will rise 

first. 17 After that, we who are still alive and are left will be caught up together with 

them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And so we will be with the 

Lord forever. 18 Therefore encourage one another with these words.”  Chapter 4 

Thessalonians is immensely practical. Do you ever feel as though your Christian faith has grown stale, 

that you are withering on the vine when you would rather be flourishing in His service? Paul’s first letter 

to the Thessalonians is the perfect remedy for such a feeling. Its focus on Christ’s return provides water 

for the thirsty soul today, encouraging growth in maturity by providing hope in the midst of suffering 

and uncertainty. 

Paul’s specific, practical instruction for this process of sanctification can be applied directly to 

our current circumstances. By clinging to our hope in Christ, we may see several clear results in 

our lives: avoiding sexual immorality, refusing to defraud others, appreciating those Christians 

who serve on your behalf, refusing to repay evil for evil, rejoicing always, praying without 

ceasing, and giving thanks in all things—to name a few (4:3–7; 5:12–23). This list, of course, is 

not exhaustive, but the first letter to the Thessalonians makes clear that every Christian should 

expect to grow in holiness over the course of his or her life. 

Also in chapter 5 we read these words we read earlier,  

https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Thess%204.3%E2%80%937
https://biblia.com/bible/nlt/1%20Thessalonians%205.12%E2%80%9323
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“23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.” 

What a benediction! May God himself, not just through his ambassadors which Paul, Silvanus 

and Timothy.  May God himself. Which God? The God of peace. God who is and who brings 

shalom- perfect peace. God who sets all things as they ought to be. ‘Sanctify you’ which we 

talked about last week without using the word. Positionally in Christ we are holy, we are 

justified. Practically we are being made holy, sanctified. Growth is necessary. Change is 

inevitable. God’s ongoing work in our lives is a must for every believer. It is only in Christ that 

we are blameless and it is his work which produces greater holiness in every area of life. He is 

faithful. He can be trusted constantly even when there is uncertainty in all the rest of life. God 

is perfectly faithful. He will complete the work he has begun in us.  

Daron and Shauna, Emery, Jettaya, Hutch, Jessannna, and Kamia are facing uncertain times. Yet 

they are leaning in to the work he has called them to. They are being changed and transformed 

(sanctified) by the God of Peace. He will complete his work in them. He is the one who will 

produce fruit through them as they are sanctified. He is the one they follow to Thailand and it 

to him we pray and commission them.  

We all face uncertainty in life. Will you too receive these verses as a prayer over you?  

“23 May God himself, the God of peace, sanctify you through and through. May your 

whole spirit, soul and body be kept blameless at the coming of our Lord Jesus 

Christ. 24 The one who calls you is faithful, and he will do it.”  

      1 Thessalonians Chapter 5  

Will we also face uncertainty with faith rather than fear? Receive God’s blessing and 

commissioning upon your own life afresh today. And as he sanctifies you, serve him with 

gratitude and joy. To what has he called you? Do it. Follow Jesus wherever he leads.  

 

Grace and peace to you in Christ Jesus our Lord, 

Pastor Gary 

 


