
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
From the Pastor: 
 
Dear brothers and sisters in Christ, 
 
Calm me, O Lord…as you stilled the storm. 
Still me, O Lord…keep me from harm. 
Let all the tumult within me cease. 
Enfold me. 
Lord, in your peace.   
(from the Felgild Commune in Celtic Daily Prayer) 
 
Sometimes when our lives are barraged by so many 
disparate feelings we are summoned to silence and 
prayer before we can move forward each day.  At 
Lord of Life this is so true.  As we each try to plan 
our lives for even next week we wonder what will 
change?  We have been touched by the death of so 
many dear members in the last several months in 
addition to Pastor Todd.  But there have been other 
kinds of deaths: vacations, plans, family gatherings. 
Our cadre of families with children and 
grandchildren returning to some kind of school are 
facing unprecedented experiences.  Our teachers are 
so dedicated to their children at school but know 
about risks everywhere.  Our members that dare not 
move about in society are facing the autumn, still 
not daring to be out and around. We remember you.  
You are not alone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Our individual and communal life in the spirit can 
call us away from despair.  In good times church is 
social gatherings, fun meetings, coffees together in 
addition to the daily cadence of the holy spirit 
leading and directing us.  In hard times, much of the 
easy stuff gets stripped away and the voice of the 
spirit is our anchor in the storm. 
 
Lord of Life spirit life is punctuated by generosity, 
prayer, holy communion, scripture, cards and phone 
calls.  Don’t let go of the LifeLine.  God is in it with 
us in this storm.  This storm isn’t over.  Have 
courage, be not afraid, sing out with joy, Christ is 
with us, Alleluia. 
 
In Christ, 
Pastor Carole  
 
 
Dear Lord of Life Church, 
 
Greetings from Vermont!   I want to take this 
opportunity to thank you for the lovely baby gift 
and most especially your thoughts and prayers as 
we welcomed the newest addition to our family.  
Isabelle Rose was born at 1 minute past midnight 
August 19.  She is just a joy and we are so grateful 
to be able to share the first weeks of her life with 
her grandma and grandpa. 
 
In gratitude and peace, Elise, Justin and Isabelle. 
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Congregational Council Highlights 
 
August Council Meeting Highlights 
• The Chicago Metro ELCA Synod will be a 

virtual assembly on October 3,2020; 2 
delegates are needed 

• Discussed ways to continue to support COVID-
19 changes  

• Next steps in calling a new pastor were 
reviewed: 

a Constitution sub committee reported work 
done so far 

b Ministry profile elements were discussed; 
committee members are needed  

• The Remembrance for Pastor Todd was 
reviewed 
• Sheila Ruh and Sherry Sejnost provided an 
update on the new LoL website 
• The topics for future congregational information 
sessions will include the Ministry profile, the 
Visionary Committee and the constitution 
• The Stewardship letter to be sent at the end of 
July was reviewed 
• The list of outside groups meeting at LoL was 
reviewed. AA has begun; SDA and OA will begin 
in possibly October 
• Concerns of the congregation regarding the 
bulletin and church services were discussed. 
• The repair of the heat exchanger in the furnace 
will be repaired by Statdler Heating and cooling 

 
 
 
Sunday School 
 
Sunday School Begins September 13- check on 
your neighbor children.  Do they have a place to 
learn about God?  Invite, invite, invite.  Let Aimee 
Jimenez know if you will be bringing a new family 
so that we can have supplies ready. 
 

 

 
 
 
God’s Work: Our Hands Continues 
 
The God’s Work: Our Hands donation fund to 
FISH, Downers Grove Township Food Pantry has 
ended.  With the generosity of the Lord of Life 
congregation, we have collected $1,054, doubling 
our original goal of $500.00. As mentioned before, 
the God’s Work: Our Hands service project is set 
for September 13th, but your Church Council 
authorized our God’s Work: Our Hands project to 
extend so in August we collected school supplies 
for the children housed in a women’s shelter in 
Chicago.   
 
Since the need for necessary items is still so great 
due to the loss of jobs during the Covid 19 virus 
shut downs, in September the God’s Work: Our 
Hands committee will launch a drive for the 
following items to be given to Mt Carmel’s food 
pantry: Men's Large pull ups, laundry soap and 
diapers, especially size 3. But, anything you wish to 
donate will be appreciated. A collection box will be 
available in the narthex.   
 
Then, in October, our Annual SOCKSTOBER” 
sock collection will be launched. Watch for the 
details for this great collection activity. Thanks to 
all so very much. In these dark and often scary 
times, our Lord of Life light shines with ever-
greater brightness. Questions? Contact Judy Padera, 
Bobbie Sejnost, Sherry Sejnost or Carolyn Katt for 
more information. 
 
 



 
 

 
 
Morning Blessing for a Mask 
(placing my mask in my hands) 
God, I pray for a blessing on my mask today -- 
that it may symbolize my love for others, 
but not advertise self-righteousness. 
May it remind me to pray 
for those who have covid 19, 
those recovered and marked, those who mourn, 
and remind me to pray for 
those in health care professions, 
and those who struggle 
with economic loss, essential work, 
educational choices. 
As I hold it in my hands, 
may I remember also 
those with less access 
to prevention of virus spread, 
and those for whom its use 
is difficult because they connect 
with people who lip read, 
as well as those 
with face mask anxiety, 
breathing issues, claustrophobia, 
or endangerment from profiling. 
As I place it on my face, 
may it be a reminder to smile 
all the way up to my eyes, 
choose a wink as a fun way to laugh, 
limit my words to kind ones, 
consider silence, 
and sing in my home and my heart, 
so I never forget to make music. 
amen. 
 
Maren Tirabassi 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Attention all members!   Council Seeks 
Transition Team and Audit Members 
 
A transition team member will study the transition 
process, will help design the congregational 
reflection process, lead discussions, record results 
and help prepare the congregational profile.  The 
council is seeking individuals who are interested in 
helping lead this journey of faith.  The team will 
consist of 6 or 7 persons and will work with the 
council in leading the congregation forward. It will 
include numerous meetings, most-likely many will 
be ZOOM meetings.  The commitment will run 
from September through January.  We need your 
help.  Arlene Danielson is taking questions and 
nominations for this important ministry team.  
Prayerfully consider if God is calling you to this 
important ministry. 
 
A prerequisite for the call process is to conduct an 
audit which has not been done in a few years.   
 
If you would like to participate on the transition 
team or the audit committee please contact Pastor 
Carole, Arlene Danielson or Sherry Sejnost.  
 
 



Pictures of Happy Times! 
 

 
 
Pastor Carole and her new granddaughter, Isabelle 
Rose, born on August 19th! Welcome to the world! 
 
The joy of a new puppy! Sue Tomazek’s 
grandchildren, Payton and Matt, bringing home 
Dakota, their 11 week old Golden Doodle. 
 

 
 

 

 
 
Pastor Kyle Severson prayed for the new sign 
commemorating Pastor Todd’s garden on Sunday, 
August 23. The sign was donated by Marilynn Sells 
and Sue Tomaszek. 
 

 
 

 
 



 
2020 Council Members and Committees: 
 
Arlene Danielson President 
   Vision Team 
   Finance Committee 
   Personnel Comm. 
Sherry Sejnost  Vice President 
   Evangelism 
   Personnel Comm. 
Bobbie Sejnost  Secretary 
   Vision Team 
Stacie Plzak  Worship & Music 
Marla Suda  Christian Education 
Judy Padera  Children & Hunger 
   Hospitality 
Sheila Ruh  Evangelism 
Don Dibbern 
Ron Matta  Property 
Carolyn Katt  LCW 
Pastor Carole Willer 
Jim Kelly  Treasurer 
   Finance Comm. 
 
 
Pastor Carol is in Vermont with her daughter who 
gave birth to a little girl recently. Please contact 
Arlene Danielson or the church office if you have 
pastoral needs. 
 
 
 
 

Annual Synod Assembly  
 
The annual Synod Assembly has tentatively been 
rescheduled for Saturday, October 3rd.  Details will 
be announced as they become available. 
 
 
Upcoming Meetings 
 
Lunch Bunch will be meeting on Tuesday, 
September 15th at 11:30. Please RSVP to Marilynn 
at 630-927-9996.  We will car pool from the church 
parking lot at 11:00. Masks required until you are 
seated at the table.  
 
The Senior Spirits will meet again on Thursday, 
September 17th at noon. SCARCE will be 
presenting a program on downsizing and 
decluttering. Please bring your own lunch and 
beverage.   Please RSVP to Marilynn at 630-927-
9996. 
 
 
Contributions 
 
Please continue to support LoL with your generous 
contributions, either via the online donations, USPS 
or by putting them in the LOCKED MAIL BOX 
outside the west entry. Using the locked mailbox 
adds another layer of security for your offering.  
 
Thank you to everyone who have been coming out 
to do this. To access the secure electronic donations 
go to our website 
at http://www.lordoflifedarien.com/ and click on the 
green “Give” box.  With your help we will be able 
to continue to serve you and the community 
“Sharing God’s Love.” 
 
 



Prayer Requests 
Lord of Life is recording one of the services each 
week so that those who cannot venture out can still 
worship with us online.  When you request to have 
a name added to the prayer list, we will ask you if 
want the first name to be mentioned during the live 
streaming of the service.  So, when you reach out to 
the church office to request adding someone to the 
prayer list please include whether you want the last 
name shared during in social media.  
 

    
Please remember the following 
people in your daily prayers:  
 
Please pray for members 

 
Janet Kardatzke Diana Pehas 
Mary Szyszka  Jaden Rhode 
Joanne Mutz, niece of Cor Peterson 
 
The Hospitality Committee continues to pray for 
everyone, including their very good friend, 
Eileen Wiberg. 
 
Please pray for relatives and friends struggling 
with cancer/tumors … 
 
Provi Valentin, Elsy Eggert’s aunt 
Jim Gardner, friend of Cor Peterson 
Joyce Adams, friend of Cor Peterson 
Dennis Schneider, friend of the Randas 
Karen Randa, hospitalized, daughter of the Randas 
Bev, friend of Debi Scarpelli 
 
NOTE:  We pray for everyone on these lists to 
recover from their illness. If you have loved ones 
listed who have made recoveries, please contact 
the church office so their names can be removed.  
 

 
 
Brian Irizarry, Elsy Eggert’s grand nephew  
Dalia Wenckus 

Pray for other family and friends … 
 
Chris H., friend of Sue Ames 
Former LoL members Ken and Bonly Dry 
Gordon, brother of Don Dibbern 
Sue Horton, daughter of Toni Blesy 
Joseph Capozziello, son of Toni Blesy 
Ella Jones, Eggert’s friends’ young child 
Gilbert, Elsy Eggert’s nephew 
Gloria Valentin, Elsy Eggert’s sister 
Carson, grandson of the Gullifords 
Maureen Kery, friend of Janet Haines 
John Guzior, friend of the Haines’ 
James Hazelton 
Stephen Plunkett, cousin of Carolyn Katt 
Jaden Rhode, grandson of the Mattas 
Scott Hutt, Judy Padera’s brother 
Jan Dubick, sister of Cor Peterson 
Ryan Hart, friend of Cor Peterson 
Dean Bohne, friend of the Randas 
Lisa Schramm, granddaughter of Dolores 
Hannah Stapleton, great niece of the Sloneks 
Mary Wojtala, sister of LeeAnn Swanson 
Mary Haapoja, goddaughter of Mary  
    Szyszka 
Margo Bonbrake, friend of the Waechters 
Ken Kettner, Sandy Waechter’s brother 
Don Michaels, brother-in-law of Nancy Zavattaro 
The Rinaldi’s, friends of Nancy Zavattaro 
Nance Nagy, friend of Nancy Zavattaro 
 
From Connie Allekian: “I want to extend a thank 
you to all who helped me through this recent health 
problem with your prayers, calls and cards. It is most 
appreciated and I am recovering very well.” 
 
We share our Christian sympathy with the family 
and friends of Nancy Malik, who passed away on 
August 11th. A visitation was held at Modell on 
Friday, August 21st. Her cremains were interred at 
Clarendon Hills Cemetery. The family will have a 
private service at a later date. 
 
We share our Christian sympathy with the family 
and friends of Allene Pitts, who passed away on 
Tuesday, August 18th. Her cremains were interred 
with a graveside service on Sunday, August 23rd, at 
Zion Lutheran Cemetery in Tinley Park. 
 



 
 
 
Lord of Life Lutheran Church          
725 75th Street           
Darien, IL.  60561-4239          
630-323-3161           
 
Call us at (630) 323-3161  
Web Address: lordoflifedarien.org 
Visit the ELCA home page on the Internet at http://www.elca.org 
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Lord of Life Staff 
Pastor Carole Willer 
Rosita Yao, Church Musician 
Kathy Clinton, Secretary (e-mail: LordLifeSec@aol.com) 
Mark Rokicki, Custodian 

 
 

All are welcome!                    Dated material-Please deliver promptly 
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