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HOLINESS AND ME 
Enjoying the Closeness of God 

CMBC May 24, 2015                                                                                     1 Peter 1:15 

 

 The choir has just sung of the glory of God. 

 One of the characteristics of that glory is holiness, the holiness of God. 

 When God says, “Be holy for I am holy,” is it possible for me to ever be 
holy enough? That obviously is key to enjoying my relationship with God.  

 What does it mean for me to be holy? 
Let’s remind ourselves briefly what is the holiness of God. 

1. THE SPLENDOR OF GOD’S HOLINESS 
a. The Bible talks about the splendor and glorious beauty of God’s 

holiness 
i. Our first thought of holiness probably wouldn’t be that, but 

rather the idea of sinlessness. But the Bible talks about its 
beauty, its glory. 

ii. Psalm 29:2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory due his name; 
worship the LORD in the splendor (beauty) of his holiness.  

iii. Holiness and glory are often found together in Scripture 
passages. There is an important connection there – 
holiness and glory, splendor. 

iv. Holiness is everything about God. That is a complete 
character of God. 
Psalm 93:5 holiness adorns your house  

v. The Children of Israel were surrounded with many different 
kinds of gods their neighbours worshipped.  
But God Jehovah was characterized by His holiness 
Exodus 15:11 “Who among the gods is like you, O LORD? 
Who is like you— majestic (glorious) in holiness, awesome 
in splendour?  

vi. Today ISIS leaders say they are battling for holiness, but 
you couldn’t describe it as the beauty and splendour and 
glory of holiness. 

vii. How sad.  
1. What they long for is found in Jesus.  
2. We often take this glorious beauty of God’s holiness 

for granted and possibly even abuse it. 
At the same time, the beauty of His holiness includes …. 

b. An awe of its purity 
i. Sinless and holy 

ii. It is part of the glory and splendour of holiness 
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iii. There would be no splendour if there was the slightest sign 
of sin 

iv. God is completely holy, without the slightest mark of sin. 
 

2. CHOSEN TO BE DIFFERENT 

a. A God that is unique – different 
b. Isaiah 44:6-7 “This is what the LORD says— Israel's King and 

Redeemer, the LORD Almighty: I am the first and I am the last; 
apart from me there is no God. [7] Who then is like me? Let him 
proclaim it.  

i. First of all there is no God like Jehovah, simply because he 
is the first and the last.  

ii. But what god is ever called the Redeemer, the God who 
saves, the God who delivers from sin. 

iii. This is beyond any imagination man ever has had, ever had 
dared to invent this kind of God. 

iv. And if He is called Redeemer, then He is a God who wants 
a personal relationship with mankind, with you and me. 

c. Psalm 89:5 – 8 The heavens praise your wonders, O LORD, your 
faithfulness too, in the assembly of the holy ones. [6] For who in 
the skies above can compare with the LORD? Who is like the 
LORD among the heavenly beings? [8] O LORD God Almighty, 
who is like you? You are mighty, O LORD, and your faithfulness 
surrounds you. 

i. Twice in this passage, and all through the Bible, God is 
declared as being a faithful God, a God you can trust. 

ii. “Faithfulness” always has to do with relationship. 
iii. The uniqueness of God is that in all of the splendour and 

awe of holiness, is that this holiness is extended to 
mankind. 

iv. Can you get a little glimpse of why God’s holiness is 
referred to a splendour and glorious beauty? 

d. Ezekiel 36:23 I will show the holiness of my great name, which 
has been profaned among the nations, the name you have 
profaned among them. Then the nations will know that I am the 
LORD, declares the Sovereign LORD, when I show myself holy 
through you before their eyes.  

e. Different in all that matters 
i. Let’s go back to Psalm 29:2 Ascribe to the LORD the glory 

due his name; worship the LORD in the splendour (beauty) 
of his holiness.  
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1. Worship the Lord “in the splendour of his holiness” 
can also be translated “Worship the LORD with the 
splendour of holiness” 

2. He makes it possible for us to share in that holiness – 
be different than we ever could be without him. 

ii. 2 Peter 1:3-4 By his divine power, God has given us 
everything we need for living a godly life. We have received 
all of this by coming to know him, the one who called us to 
himself by means of his marvelous glory and excellence. 
[4] And because of his glory and excellence, he has given 
us great and precious promises. These are the promises 
that enable you to share his divine nature and escape 
the world's corruption caused by human desires.  
[5] In view of all this, make every effort to respond to God's 
promises. Supplement your faith with a generous provision 
of moral excellence, and moral excellence with knowledge, 
[6] and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with 
patient endurance, and patient endurance with godliness, 
[7] and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly 
affection with love for everyone.  

iii. That is being different from the world. That is holiness. 
iv. Hebrews 12:10 God disciplines us for our good, that we 

may share in his holiness 
 

3. THE HIGHWAY OF HOLINESS 

 Isaiah 35:8 And a highway will be there; it will be called the Way of 

Holiness. The unclean will not journey on it; it will be for those who 
walk in that Way;  

 Isaiah’s highway of holiness is a way of life – the way we walk 
through life 

 It is travelled by those who have been cleansed by God, participated 
in his holiness 

a. Consecrated by God 
i. Holiness means that we have been consecrated to God 
ii. Leviticus 11:44 I am the LORD your God; consecrate 

yourselves and be holy, because I am holy. [45] I am the 
LORD who brought you up out of Egypt to be your God; 
therefore be holy, because I am holy.  

iii. When something was consecrated to God it was understood 
to be holy 

iv. We have been chosen by God and set aside as holy 
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b. Committed to walk as chosen 
i. Being holy is not something that is passive. 
ii. 1 Peter 1:14 – 15 [13] Therefore, prepare your minds for 

action; be self-controlled; set your hope fully on the grace 
to be given you when Jesus Christ is revealed. [14] As 
obedient children, do not conform to the evil desires you 
had when you lived in ignorance. [15] But just as he who 
called you is holy, so be holy in all you do; [16] for it is 
written: “Be holy, because I am holy.” * 
1. The privilege and possibility of holiness is only 

because of a relationship with God. A mind-boggling 
relationship, beyond anything and other religion 
would imagine. 

2. Holiness changes who we are 
3. Holiness is changed from the heart out into the way 

we live life, the way we walk. 
4. Being holy is a response to an amazing God 

c. God says, 
i. Ezekiel 36:23 I show myself holy through you before their 

eyes. 
ii. 2 Corinthians 6:18 – 7:1 “I will be a Father to you, and you 

will be my sons and daughters, says the Lord Almighty.”  
[7:1] Since we have these promises, dear friends, let us 
purify ourselves from everything that contaminates body 
and spirit, perfecting holiness out of reverence for God.  
1. When God says, “Be holy for I am holy” it means for 

us responding to His holiness 
2. Receiving His holiness 
3. And it is for us a process of “purifying ourselves and 

perfecting holiness out of reverence for God”. 
iii. Romans 6:19 offer (the parts of your body) in slavery to 

righteousness leading to holiness.  
iv. Romans 6:22 Now that you have been set free from sin and 

have become slaves to God, the benefit you reap leads to 
holiness, and the result is eternal life.  

 

 Enjoying the closeness of God is to enjoy the splendour of God’s 
holiness 

 It is recognizing the amazing privilege of enjoying the nature of God in 
our lives 

 It is living in holiness  
 It is a commitment to holiness 


