
 

November 15th, 2020  

Singing our Song of Faith in Extraordinary times! 

CLIFF AVENUE UNITED CHURCH 
www.cliffavechurch.com  

1600 Cliff Ave, Burnaby, BC V5A 2K2 
Minister:  Rev. Jennifer Goddard-Sheppard 

 Music Director: Perry Dickison  
Office Administration:  Pam Athey 

 Tel: 604-420-2621;  cliffave@shaw.ca 
Office hours:  1 – 5 pm Tuesday through Friday 

(please call first as we sometimes work from home during pandemic) 

 
GATHERING MUSIC  “Go Make A Difference”  

Steve Angrisano and Tom Tomaszek 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDjQEoItGzQ 

 

Call to Worship 
Come. Come softly. Come singing. Come sorrowing or 

in joy. Come prayer filled and in wonder. 

Come empty seeking to be filled.  Come now. Come 

worship, you, whom God made for love. 

about:blank
about:blank
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WDjQEoItGzQ


Opening Prayer and Prayer of Unburdening 

God, who creates, sustains and redeems all life, we 

come seeking your disturbing presence and comforting 

peace.  We praise you for the joy of being your people.  

May your Spirit be with us and move within us, in this 

time of worship.  Give us hearts that hear your Word 

and minds that are open to the transforming power of 

your love.  Amen.   (Silence / Light your candle) 

God of great abundance, we confess that we do not 

always use your gifts to the fullest.  We hoard them. Or 

we waste them. Or we abuse them.  Forgive us. 

Restore us. Renew us.  Amen. 

Opening Hymn: “Take this Moment, Sign and Space” 

(John Bell) 

A prayer for God to take, use and transform what we 
bring to him, both good and bad. 

Recorded remotely by the Choral Scholars 

of St Martin-in-the-Fields. (July 2020) 
(Lyrics included in the video) 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymXD_4R292Q 
 

Minute for Mission  (included with Scripture recording) 
(reader:  Lucas Athey) 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-
bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

Transforming Young Lives and the World 

Inspiring young people to make the world a better place 
is the vision of The GO Project, a ministry of Islington 
United Church in Toronto. Since its inception in 2007, the 

project has welcomed more than 1,500 staff and 
participants in its children- and youth-focused ministries. 

Not only have the lives of young people been 
transformed, but Spirit-filled young people have also 
returned to their communities and their churches to help 

change the lives of others. 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ymXD_4R292Q
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings


In the words of one young adult staff member: 

The GO Project is unlike any other experience I’ve had or 

heard of. Working as part of an organization that is 
focused on faith in action for such a diverse group of 

people and communities has taught me so much about 
myself, my faith, and the world around me. The GO 
Project takes what we, as Christians, may have learned 

from a fairly young age about faith and puts it into 
practice on the street in a way that is accessible to 

anyone and everyone. 

The GO Project has begun creating a new generation of 

both lay and ordered ministers within The United Church 

of Canada. Your gifts to Mission & Service have provided 

various grants to The GO Project and have indeed made 

the world a better place. 

If Mission & Service giving is already a regular part of 

your life, thank you so much! If you have not given, 

please join us in making Mission & Service giving a 

regular part of your life of faith. Loving our neighbour is 

at the heart of our Mission & Service. 

Scripture Readings   

Psalm 90: 1-12   

A Prayer of Moses, the man of God. 

Lord, you have been our dwelling-place 

   in all generations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, 

   or ever you had formed the earth and the world, 

   from everlasting to everlasting you are God. 

 

You turn us back to dust, 

   and say, ‘Turn back, you mortals.’ 

For a thousand years in your sight 

   are like yesterday when it is past, 

   or like a watch in the night. 

 



You sweep them away; they are like a dream, 

   like grass that is renewed in the morning; 

in the morning it flourishes and is renewed; 

   in the evening it fades and withers. 

 

For we are consumed by your anger; 

   by your wrath we are overwhelmed. 

You have set our iniquities before you, 

   our secret sins in the light of your countenance. 

 

For all our days pass away under your wrath; 

   our years come to an end like a sigh. 

The days of our life are seventy years, 

   or perhaps eighty, if we are strong; 

even then their span is only toil and trouble; 

   they are soon gone, and we fly away. 

 

Who considers the power of your anger? 

   Your wrath is as great as the fear that is due to you. 

So teach us to count our days 

   that we may gain a wise heart. 

 

Matthew 25:14-30  

‘For it is as if a man, going on a journey, summoned his 

slaves and entrusted his property to them; to one he 

gave five talents, to another two, to another one, to each 

according to his ability. Then he went away. The one who 

had received the five talents went off at once and traded 

with them, and made five more talents. In the same way, 

the one who had the two talents made two more talents. 

But the one who had received the one talent went off and 

dug a hole in the ground and hid his master’s money. 

After a long time the master of those slaves came and 

settled accounts with them. Then the one who had 

received the five talents came forward, bringing five more 

talents, saying, “Master, you handed over to me five 

talents; see, I have made five more talents.” His master 



said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 

have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.” And the one with the two talents also came 

forward, saying, “Master, you handed over to me two 

talents; see, I have made two more talents.” His master 

said to him, “Well done, good and trustworthy slave; you 

have been trustworthy in a few things, I will put you in 

charge of many things; enter into the joy of your 

master.” Then the one who had received the one talent 

also came forward, saying, “Master, I knew that you were 

a harsh man, reaping where you did not sow, and 

gathering where you did not scatter seed; so I was afraid, 

and I went and hid your talent in the ground. Here you 

have what is yours.” But his master replied, “You wicked 

and lazy slave! You knew, did you, that I reap where I did 

not sow, and gather where I did not scatter? Then you 

ought to have invested my money with the bankers, and 

on my return I would have received what was my own 

with interest. So take the talent from him, and give it to 

the one with the ten talents. For to all those who have, 

more will be given, and they will have an abundance; but 

from those who have nothing, even what they have will 

be taken away. As for this worthless slave, throw him into 

the outer darkness, where there will be weeping and 

gnashing of teeth.” 

 

Response:   For the Living Word  We sing Praise! 

Reflection       Rev. Jen 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-

bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

Musical Reflection  
“God, Whose Giving Knows No Ending” 

Sung by the Grosse Pointe Memorial Church (Michigan) 
Virtual Choir with James Biery, organist.  

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings


Words by Robert L. Edwards - Music BEACH SPRING from 
The Sacred Harp, 1844 

Arranged by James Biery. 
(Lyrics included in the video) 

 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUKNNdpMdHs 

 

Offering and Prayers of the People 

https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-
bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings 

The Disciples Prayer (The Lord’s Prayer) 

Andrea Bocelli with The Mormon Tabernacle Choir 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLWbvRMbxUI  

 

Sending Forth 

Go out in Jesus’ name with ready hands to bring God’s 

kingdom into this world.  Go out to bring love and 
justice into a world of hurt and pain, knowing that God 

is with us always.  Amen. 

The Peace 

May the Peace of Christ be with you!   

And also with you. 

Closing Hymn  “Let Us Talents and Tongues Employ” 

Sung by the Grosse Pointe Memorial Church (Michigan) 

Virtual Choir with James Biery, organist. Words by Fred 

Kaan; Jamaican folk melody LINSTEAD. 

Final stanza arrangement by Mark Sedio, 

(Lyrics included in the video) 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aGWmCan-40  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=AUKNNdpMdHs
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings
https://www.cliffavechurch.com/service-bulletins/pages/sunday-service-recordings
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=dLWbvRMbxUI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7aGWmCan-40

