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I don't know – perhaps parents come equipped with a book of quirky sayings, little 

idiomatic gems that they get to inflict on their kids. My mother had a host of them 

that she would recall whenever the need arose. 

There was the standard response when I called on one of my friends to support me 

for something I was about to argue in favour of: “But Denis said he was going to….” 

I would get “If Denis jumped off the bridge would you follow him?” 

If I said, “But I thought….” Ma would quickly interject  “…then Thought, forgot to 

think!”  What?  And if you said “Thought?” in a quizzical tone the next response was 

“Exactly!” 

Then there was the classic: “No ifs, ands or buts about it”.  It was not an entirely 

uncommon expression either.  And, as with the others it wasn’t something that I or 

any one of my siblings used.  Come to think of it, it wasn’t used by our Da either—

again, it was our Ma.   

‘No ifs ands or buts about it’ would often be added just after one of us said ‘but.’  It 

was usually the trigger.    

“But…”  would be met with “No ifs ands or buts about it….go get your chores 

done….go finish your homework.” Whatever it was that we were attempting to avoid 

and come up with an excuse for was dealt with in a second with the precision of this 

little phrase. 

Not surprising to any of her kids, our Ma was not as patient as God was with 

Jeremiah. 

In our first reading today we hear God calling Jeremiah to be a prophet, to be the 

one who will go and speak for God. God tells Jeremiah that long before Jeremiah was 

born God already knew who he was, who he would be, what he would become.  

Jeremiah already existed in God’s mind long before Jeremiah was born. In God’s 

design, Jeremiah was to be a prophet, and not just to Israel and Judah but ‘to the 

nations.’ 
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 I cannot imagine that Jeremiah, more than anything, like any other kid to their 

parent when not wanting to take too long to imagine what the chore would be like 

would say ‘but.’  Can you not hear Jeremiah?  “But, God, I’m only a boy, I’m only a 

child, I’m too young….Don’t pick me.” 

Then we hear God respond to Jeremiah: “Don’t say I am only a boy…” and God tells 

Jeremiah, that as God was with him before time even began he will continue to be 

with him: “Do not be afraid…for I am with you.” While Jeremiah didn’t actually say it, 

God sees that Jeremiah’s concern may not be as much about age as fear. 

Fear has a role to play in protecting us from that which will harm us. Fear can keep 

us safe. Fear can also prevent us from trusting in the gifts God has given us to 

participate in God’s mission in the world. God tells Jeremiah that God’s mission 

predates Jeremiah: “Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, and before you 

were born I consecrated you.” Jeremiah was set apart from before time.  So are we.   

We are each created by God, consecrated by God, given gifts by God, for the special 

ministries to which we have been called—ministries which have been entrusted  to 

us. 

This consecrating Spirit which touches Jeremiah’s mouth and puts the words there 

for him to speak, is the same Spirit that God sends into our hearts so that we might 

recognize God as our Abba (as the Letter to the Corinthians tells us). It is the same 

Spirit of truth sent by Jesus to his disciples to do the work, the same ministry Jesus 

invites us into—and all of this is about consecrating us, it’s about equipping us to be 

partners with God in God’s mission in the world. 

This is a large part of what we’re doing tonight: recognizing the Spirit of God in 

ourselves, in those next to us who are with us in the partnerships to which we are 

about to commit ourselves. These partnerships are between us and God, us and the 

Diocese, us and Fr Arvin, us and all the people of St Mary’s. 

In a short while a series of questions will be asked: firstly of Fr Arvin, then of the 

people of St Mary the Virgin and the principle question is formed around the word 

commitment. The Bishop asks Fr Arvin if he will commit himself to the work of a 

priest in this parish and all that entails. Then the Bishop asks the people of St Mary’s 

if they will commit to sharing in this same ministry with Fr Arvin.  Finally she asks if 
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all the others present will support Fr Arvin and the people of St Mary in their 

ministry. 

And, as many times as I’ve been to a Celebration of New Ministry I can’t remember a 

time when either the priest or the people answered ‘No,’ they always answer in the 

affirmative. That’s a good thing because, in short, we will commit to being each 

other’s partner in God’s mission in this place! 

In some ways these questions are not unlike the questions we ask of a couple in 

their marriage to one another and of the family and friends who come to witness 

their marriage.  The one clear similarity is the beginning of a new relationship:  

priest joining with people to begin something new.    

Fr Arvin has been in this Diocese for a while, most recently with Mother Vivian at St 

Matthias and St Luke, Oakridge but originally he comes to us from our Companion 

Diocese,  the Episcopal Diocese of Northern Philippines or EDNP -- where he was 

Vicar of  a church called St Paul the Apostle in Otucan.  I’ve had the privilege of 

visiting it on two occasions – and just a year ago with our bishop.  It’s reported by 

various people in EDNP that St Paul’s was transformed from a dying little 

congregation into to a vibrant community.  Under Fr Arvin’s leadership the old 

church building was replaced by a completely new purpose built structure and the 

life of the parish came alive under his leadership.  St Paul’s began to gain the 

attention of the wider community—he’s a trained community organizer--and Fr 

Arvin helped the people of St Paul’s to begin to do ministry in a new way. 

It didn’t happen overnight and whilst he was the leader/facilitator/priest, it wasn’t 

all about Fr Arvin.  He helped create a self-reliant community of evangelists to tell 

the gospel story to the surrounding neighbourhood.  And, like most priest in EDNP 

he had several other mission points and preaching stations for which he was 

responsible.  For all this to be possible he needed partners—partners in ministry, 

partners in the gospel.    

Be mindful of this when you hear the question “Do you…commit yourselves to share 

with Arvin in the ministry of this parish?” means more than being a cheerleader 

from the side but an active participant according to the gifts God has given you by 

the Spirit.  And, as much as Jeremiah complained about his youth, neither can you or 
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I complain about our old age.  God will provide us with the gifts needed to do the 

work to which we have been called. 

After the questions, symbols of ministry are brought by parishioners to Father 

Arvin: a Bible, water, oil, Diocesan canons, keys, a prayer book, and bread and wine.  

Each symbol, rich in its place in our common life, is presented with words like ‘be 

among us’, ‘hold before us’ and ‘we look to you to lead and encourage us.”  All of 

these affirm Father Arvin’s priestly ministry. They remind us that he is a preacher, a 

reconciler and healer, a counsellor, a person of prayer and presider at the altar. 

Listen also for these words which Fr Arvin not only says to the persons presenting 

these symbols of ministry but to all members of the parish:  “I invite you all to join 

with me.”  As you call forth his gifts of priestly ministry through the symbols you 

give to him he calls for your partnership and witness to the gospel—‘join with me.’ 

As the bishop concludes the Covenant in Ministry she reminds us that this ministry 

is hers and the priest’s yet is ‘shared by all the people of God’. 

I know that Fr Arvin has been with you for a month already and you are in the midst 

of getting to know one another.  You already know that he’s creative, and energetic, 

and dynamic and wonderful and maybe he’ll save St Mary’s from rock and ruin.  I’m 

sure these are hopes that at least some possess.  And I get it.  In many ways it speaks 

well of you to have God’s mission in this place in mind—to ensure another 

generation will benefit from St Mary’s in their midst.  Please, remember he’s just 

meant to work ½ time. Help him to be responsible in his time. When you and he are 

able to build the life of the parish further, God-willing, and you can afford for his 

time to increase then great.  Until then, be a good partner with him and help him to t 

take care of himself. 

I started by talking about idioms and adages that particularly my Ma used on us 

kids—especially ‘no ifs and or buts’.  She wanted us to give up on the excuse for not 

doing whatever it was she thought we should be doing.  This ministry that you 

formally enter into with Fr Arvin tonight is about affirming reasons for being in 

relationship to make this community a stronger and even more credible witness to 

the love of God in Christ Jesus—partners in the gospel in this Parish. 
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‘The Lord put out his hand and touched my mouth’, Jeremiah tells us, and God’s 

words were put into his mouth.  God has sent the Spirit of his Son into our hearts, 

we hear from Second Corinthians.  Jesus reminds his followers to be mindful of the 

abiding presence of Spirit of God within them. 

So, no ifs and or buts. 

God has equipped you with the abiding presence of the Holy Spirit. You have all you 

need to be the People of God in this place:  A priest who will love you—a people who 

will support you.   

Now, 

Be bold in imagining how to be church.   

Be courageous in witnessing to the good news.   

Be fearless in loving the whole world. 

                          for God is with you in it all. 
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