
Maundy Thursday: A Memorial Meal for Deserters and Deniers 
Small Group Follow-up Study for Mark 14:12-72 

 
RE-READ 
 
 Mark 14:12-72 
 
RECAP 
 
In a nutshell, Thursday of Holy Week is all about abandonment, betrayal and denial. The same Jesus who entered Jerusalem on 
Sunday to crowds shouting, “Hosanna! Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David!” is now left alone with no one willing to 
admit that they even know him. Jesus predicts this abandonment in verses 17 to 31 and then, in verses 32 to 72, we see it played out.  
 
In verses 32 to 42, Peter, James and John can’t stand watch for even a single hour while Jesus goes off by himself to pray. Instead, 
they fall asleep. In verses 43 to 49, Judas shows up and betrays Jesus to the chief priests and the scribes and the elders with a kiss. In 
verse 50, we read that “they all left him and fled,” all his disciples. Jesus predicted this in verse 27 when he said to them, “You will all 
fall away, for it is written, ‘I will strike the shepherd, and the sheep will be scattered.’” And, sure enough, that’s what happened. In fact, 
verses 51 and 52 mention a young man who also followed Jesus who, at this point, would rather run through the woods naked at night 
than remain with his Lord. As if that were not enough insult added to injury, the chapter closes with self-confident Peter, the one who 
said, “Even though they all fall away, I will not,” denying three times that he even knows Jesus. Abandonment, betrayal, and denial: and 
Jesus predicted it all. In verses 17 to 21, Jesus predicted that one of the twelve would betray him. In verses 27 to 31, Jesus predicted 
that all the rest of his disciples would fall away and that Peter would deny him three times. 
 
Verses 17 to 21 and then verses 27 to 31: there is a five verse segment between these two predictions wherein we see Jesus institute 
the Lord’s Supper.  
 
Do you know what that means? We’ve got another Markan Sandwich here. Jesus’ predictions of denial, abandonment and betrayal are 
the bread and his institution of the Lord’s Supper is the meat. And what is the truth this sandwich is seeking to convey? Simply this: that 
the Lord’s Supper is a gift given to known deserters and deniers. Jesus knew who was at the table and yet he still invited them take the 
bread and drink from the cup. This is good news for us because we, too, deny Christ. Think about it. You’re out with a friend or a 
colleague from work and the opportunity arises to bear witness for Christ and you shy away. “I do not know this man of whom you 
speak” (v. 71). We can say that with our words or we can say that with our silence. Either way, it’s denial. The good news, though, is 
that the Lord’s Table is open to known deserters and deniers. It’s good news because, at the Lord’s Table, three gospel truths are 
made tangible that those who have deserted or denied Christ need to remember: (1) Christ’s body—his life of righteousness, if you 
will—is ours, (2) Christ’s death—his substitutionary death—is ours, and (3) Christ’s glorious future is ours. 
  
RESPOND  
 
1. What caught your attention from Sunday’s sermon? What are you still thinking about/mulling over? What questions did 

Sunday’s sermon raise in your mind that you would like to discuss? 
 

2. What are we to make of the fact that Jesus knew about Judas’ plans to betray him? What other examples of Jesus’ divine 
foreknowledge can we find in our passage this evening? What important biblical truth is highlighted by what Jesus says in 
verse 21? 

 
3. Verse 25 is important for at least two reasons.  What are they? 
   
4. What verse does Jesus quote in defense of his suggestion that all of the disciples will fall away?  What does the original 

context of this verse add to our understanding of the text at hand?  Who will strike the shepherd? 
 
5. What do Peter’s words in verse 29 suggest about what he thinks of the other disciples? How does Jesus respond when Peter 

confidently asserts that he will not fall away? How do the rest of the disciples respond? 
 
6. Given our conversation tonight, what should we be praying for ourselves and for our church?  


